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F. Federal Rules That May Duplicate,
Overlap, or Conflict With the Proposed
Rules

31. None.

32. Authority. This NPRM is issued
pursuant to authority contained in
sections 4(i), 303, and 307 of the
Communications Act of 1934, as
amended, 47 U.S.C. 154(i), 303, and
307, and Section 202(h) of the
Telecommunications Act of 1996.

Ordering Clauses

33. Pursuant to the authority
contained in sections 1, 2(a), 4(i), 303,
307, 309, and 310 of the
Communications Act of 1934, as
amended, 47 U.S.C. 151, 152(a), 154(i),
303, 307, 309, and 310, and Section
202(h) of the Telecommunications Act
of 1996, this NPRM is adopted.

34. The Commission’s Consumer
Information Bureau, Reference
Information Center, shall send a copy of
this NPRM, including the Initial
Regulatory Flexibility Analysis, to the
Chief Counsel for Advocacy of the Small
Business Administration.

Federal Communications Commission.
Shirley Suggs,
Chief, Publications Group.
[FR Doc. 00-33209 Filed 12—27-00; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6712-01-U

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS
COMMISSION

47 CFR Part 73

[DA 00-2884; MM Docket No. 99-352; RM—
9786]

Radio Broadcasting Services; Gaviota,
CA

AGENCY: Federal Communications
Commission.
ACTION: Proposed rule; denial.

SUMMARY: This document denies a
petition filed by on behalf of Brian
Costello (RM—9786), proposing the
allotment of FM Channel 266A to
Gaviota, California, as that locality’s
first local aural transmission service.
See 64 FR 73461, December 30, 1999.
The proposal is denied based upon the
petitioner’s failure to demonstrate that
Gaviota constitutes a bona fide
community, as that term is defined for
purposes of Section 307(b) of the
Communications Act, for allotment
objectives.

ADDRESSES: Federal Communications
Commission, Washington, DC 20554.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:

Nancy Joyner, Mass Media Bureau, (202)
418-2180.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This is a
synopsis of the Commission’s Report
and Order, MM Docket No. 99-352,
adopted December 13, 2000, and
released December 22, 2000. The full
text of this Commission decision is
available for inspection and copying
during normal business hours in the
FCC’s Reference Information Center
(Room CY—-A257), 445 Twelfth Street,
SW., Washington, DC.

The complete text of this decision
may also be purchased from the
Commission’s copy contractor,
International Transcription Service,
Inc., 1231 20th Street, NW.,
Washington, DC 20036, (202) 857-3800.

Federal Communications Commission.
John A. Karousos,

Chief, Allocations Branch, Policy and Rules
Division, Mass Media Bureau.

[FR Doc. 00-33213 Filed 12—27-00; 8:45 am)]
BILLING CODE 6712-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
Fish and Wildlife Service

50 CFR Part 17

Endangered and Threatened Wildlife
and Plants; Notice of Designation of
the Gunnison Sage Grouse as a
Candidate Species

AGENCY: Fish and Wildlife Service,
Interior.

ACTION: Notice of designation of a
candidate species.

SUMMARY: In this document, we present
information on the recent addition of
the Gunnison sage grouse (Centrocercus
minimus) found in Colorado and Utah
to the list of candidates for listing under
the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as
amended. Identification of candidate
taxa can assist environmental planning
efforts by providing advance notice of
potential listings, allowing resource
managers to alleviate threats and,
thereby, possibly remove the need to list
taxa as endangered or threatened. Even
if we subsequently list this candidate
species, the early notice provided here
could result in fewer restrictions on
activities by prompting candidate
conservation measures to alleviate
threats to this species.

We also announce the availability of
the candidate and listing priority
assignment form for this candidate
species. This document describes the
status and threats that we evaluated to
determine that Gunnison sage grouse
warrants consideration for listing, and
to assign a listing priority to this
species.

We request additional status
information that may be available for
the Gunnison sage grouse. We will
consider this information in evaluating,
monitoring, and developing
conservation strategies for this species.
DATES: We will accept comments on this
document at any time.

ADDRESSES: Submit written comments
and data regarding the Gunnison sage
grouse to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, Western Colorado Field Office,
764 Horizon Drive, South Annex A,
Grand Junction, Colorado 81506—3946.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Terry Ireland, at the above address, e-
mail <terry_ireland@fws.gov>, or
telephone (970) 243-2778.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

The Endangered Species Act of 1973,
as amended (Act) (16 U.S.C. 1531 et
seq.), requires that we list taxa of
wildlife and plants that are endangered
or threatened, based on the best
available scientific and commercial
information. As part of this program, we
also identify taxa that we regard as
candidates for listing. Candidate taxa
are those taxa for which we have on file
sufficient information to support
issuance of a proposed rule to list under
the Act. In addition to our annual
review of all candidate taxa (64 FR
57534; October 25, 1999), we have an
on-going review process, particularly to
update taxa whose status may have
changed markedly.

Section 3 of the Act generally defines
an endangered species as any species
which is in danger of extinction
throughout all or a significant portion of
its range, and a threatened species as
any species which is likely to become
an endangered species within the
foreseeable future throughout all or a
significant portion of its range. A
species may be determined to be an
endangered or threatened species due to
one or more of the five factors described
in section 4(a)(1) of the Act.

(A) The present or threatened
destruction, modification, or
curtailment of the species’ habitat or
range;

(B) Overutilization of the species for
commercial, recreational, scientific, or
educational purposes;

(C) Disease or predation affecting the
species;

(D) The inadequacy of existing
regulatory mechanisms to protect the
species; and

(E) Other natural or manmade factors
affecting the species’ continued
existence.

We are required to make the listing
determination “‘solely on the basis of the
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