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COLOMBIA S.A., Bogota, Colombia;
c¢/o PLASTICOS CONDOR LTDA.,
Cali, Colombia; c/o RIONAP
COMERCIO Y
REPRESENTACIONES S.A., Quito,
Ecuador; DOB 30 March 1960;
Passport AE426347 (Colombia);
Cedula No. 16637592 (Colombia)
(individual) [SDNT]

RODRIGUEZ RAMIREZ, Claudia Pilar
(Patricia), c/o CLAUDIA PILAR
RODRIGUEZ Y CIA. S.C.S., Bogota,
Colombia; c/o CREDIREBAJA S.A.,
Cali, Colombia; c/o D’CACHE S.A.,
Cali, Colombia; c/o DEPOSITO
POPULAR DE DROGAS S.A., Cali,
Colombia; ¢/o DISTRIBUIDORA DE
DROGAS CONDOR LTDA., Bogota,
Colombia; ¢/o DISTRIBUIDORA DE
DROGAS LA REBAJA S.A., Bogota,
Colombia; ¢/o DISTRIBUIDORA
MIGIL LTDA., Cali, Colombia; c/o
FARMATODO S.A., Bogota,
Colombia; c/o GRACADAL S.A.,
Cali, Colombia; c/o
INTERAMERICANA DE
CONSTRUCCIONES S.A., Cali,
Colombia; c/o LABORATORIOS
BLAIMAR DE COLOMBIA S.A.,
Bogota, Colombia; c/o
LABORATORIOS KRESSFOR DE
COLOMBIA S.A., Bogota, Colombia;
DOB 30 June 1963; alt. DOB 30
August 1963; alt. DOB 1966;
Passports 007281 (Colombia),
P0555266 (Colombia); Cedula No.
51741013 (Colombia) (individual)
[SDNT]

SOSSA RIOS, Diego Alberto, (a.k.a.
SOSA RIOS, Diego Alberto), Calle
46 No. 13-56 of. 111, Bogota,
Colombia; c/o BONOMERCAD S.A.,
Bogota, Colombia; c/o
DECAFARMA S.A., Bogota,
Colombia; ¢/o DISTRIBUIDORA
AGROPECUARIA COLOMBIANA
S.A.; /o FARMACOOQP, Bogota,
Colombia; ¢/o INVERSIONES
BOMBAY S.A., Bogota, Colombia;
c/o PENTAPHARMA DE
COLOMBIA S.A., Bogota, Colombia;
c¢/o SHARPER S.A., Bogota,
Colombia; Cedula No. 71665932
(Colombia) (individual) [SDNT]

Dated: December 6, 2000.
R. Richard Newcomb,
Director, Office of Foreign Assets Control.
Approved: December 7, 2000.
Elisabeth A. Bresee,

Assistant Secretary (Enforcement),
Department of the Treasury.

[FR Doc. 00-32618 Filed 12—19-00; 10:58
am|

BILLING CODE 4810-25-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY
31 CFR Part 29

Federal Benefit Payments Under
Certain District of Columbia
Retirement Plans

AGENCY: Departmental Offices,
Department of the Treasury.

ACTION: Interim rule with request for
comments.

SUMMARY: The Department of the
Treasury, Departmental Offices, is
issuing interim regulations and
requesting comments on these
regulations to implement the provisions
of the Balanced Budget Act of 1997, as
amended (Act). The Act assigns the
Secretary of the Treasury responsibility
for payment of benefits under the
District of Columbia (District) retirement
plans for police and firefighters, and
teachers for benefits based on credit for
service accrued as of June 30, 1997, and
under the District retirement plan for
judges. The interim regulations establish
general rules for claiming Federal
Benefit Payments and for appeals of
administrative decisions affecting
Federal Benefit Payments.

DATES: Interim rules effective January
22, 2001, except for § 29.102(a)(3) which
will become effective March 31, 2001;
comments must be received on or before
February 20, 2001.

ADDRESSES: Send comments to Ronald
A. Glaser, Director, Office of Personnel
Policy, Department of the Treasury,
Metropolitan Square Building, Room
6075, 1500 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW,
Washington, DC 20220. Comments may
also be submitted by electronic mail to
dcpensions@do.treas.gov.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Harold L. Siegelman, (202) 622—1540,
Department of the Treasury,
Metropolitan Square Building, Room
6033, 1500 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW,
Washington, DC 20220.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Title XI of
the Balanced Budget Act of 1997, Public
Law 105-33, 111 Stat. 251, 712-731,
756-759, enacted August 5, 1997, as
amended by the Omnibus Consolidated
and Emergency Supplemental
Appropriations Act for Fiscal Year 1999,
Public Law 105-277, 112 Stat. 2681,
2681-530 through 538, 2681-552,
transferred certain unfunded pension
liabilities from the District government
to the Federal Government. The Act
requires the Federal Government to
assume responsibility for payment of
certain benefits that accrued on or
before June 30, 1997, under the
retirement plans for District teachers
(Teachers Plan), police and firefighters

(Police and Firefighters Plan), and for
past and future benefits under the
retirement plan for judges (Judges Plan).
The Act also required the District
government to establish replacement
retirement plans that will provide
retirement benefits for service after June
30, 1997, for current and future
teachers, police, and firefighters.

1. Requirement To Establish Processes
for Benefit Determinations and Appeals

(a) Claims for Federal Benefit Payments

The interim regulations implement
sections 11021(1) and (2) of the Act and
section 11-1570(c)(2)(A) of the D.C.
Code, as amended by section 11251 of
the Act. These statutes provide for,
among other things, the determination
of eligibility for and the amount and
form of Federal Benefit Payments.

(b) Appeals of Benefit Denials

The interim regulations also
implement section 11022 of the Act,
which provides for the right to appeal
denials of Federal Benefit Payments, in
whole or in part, under the Teachers
Plan and the Police and Firefighters
Plan. No parallel provision in the Act or
the D.C. Code exists with respect to
appeal rights under the Judges Plan. To
ensure uniform treatment of participants
in the three plans, and in accordance
with principles of fundamental fairness,
the interim regulations with respect to
appeal procedures shall also apply to
the Judges Plan.

The interim regulations are based on
the Office of Personnel Management
(OPM) regulations for Civil Service
Retirement with respect to similar
functions. See 5 CFR 831.109-831.110.
In general, the Treasury Department
intends these regulations to have the
same general effect as the corresponding
OPM regulations.

Minor changes from the OPM
regulations were necessary because of
differences in the programs being
administered. Under sections 8347(d)
and 8461(e) of title 5 of the United
States Code, OPM’s retirement decisions
are subject to administrative review by
the Merit Systems Protection Board and
the judicial review process begins in the
United States Court of Appeals. Under
section 11022 of the Act, a claimant
whose claim for a Federal Benefit
Payment has been denied (in whole or
part) shall have a reasonable
opportunity for a full and fair review of
the decision denying such claim. The
Act also vests the United States District
Court for the District of Columbia with
exclusive jurisdiction and venue for
civil actions brought by participants or
beneficiaries pursuant to the Act.
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2. Contracting for Administrative
Services

The Act provides in sections 11035(a)
and (b) for the selection of a Trustee to
administer the Department’s
responsibilities for the District
retirement programs under the Act,
including determining eligibility for and
amount of Federal Benefit Payments.
Subsection (c) of section 11035
authorizes the Trustee to subcontract
with the District government or any
person to provide services to the Trustee
in connection with the Trustee’s
performance of its contract with the
Department. Subsection (d) of section
11035 authorizes the Secretary to
perform any function of the Trustee if
the Secretary determines that, in the
interest of economy and efficiency, the
Secretary rather than the Trustee should
perform such function. Until such time
as the Secretary notifies the District that
the Trustee has been directed to carry
out the duties and responsibilities
required under the contract or
determines that the Department shall
carry out those functions, section
11041(a) of the Act requires the District
to continue to discharge its duties with
respect to making Federal Benefit
Payments. Because the District is
currently making Federal Benefit
determinations under section 11041(a)
of the Act, and it is likely that such
determinations will be made in the
future by the Trustee, a subcontractor of
the Trustee, or another agent of the
Department, the regulations use the
term “‘Benefits Administrator”
throughout this subpart to denote the
entity making Federal Benefit
determinations. It should be noted,
however, that the Department
potentially may be the ‘“Benefits
Administrator” for the purpose of this
subpart.

3. Development of These Procedures.

Subpart D establishes procedures for
claims processing and appeals. All
claims for Federal Benefit Payments
must be filed in writing with the
Benefits Administrator. The Benefits
Administrator will be responsible for
processing claims through the
reconsideration-decision stage. The
Department will decide appeals of the
Benefits Administrator’s reconsideration
decisions if it receives a timely request
to do so. Judicial review of the
Department’s final decision is available
in the United States District Court for
the District of Columbia, which has
exclusive jurisdiction and venue over
such appeals under section 11072 of the
Act.

Pursuant to section 553(b)(3)(B) of
title 5, United States Code, it has been
determined that good cause exists for
waiving a general notice of proposed
rulemaking for this rule. Overpayments
of Federal Benefit Payments must be
corrected expeditiously to protect and
maintain the integrity of the Trust
Funds from which Federal Benefit
Payments are made. Delaying
implementation of these regulations
could forestall efforts to correct
overpayments promptly. Moreover,
beneficiaries whose Federal Benefit
Payments have been denied or reduced
need the clear procedures provided in
this rule for seeking review of such
decisions. Delaying implementation of
these provisions would be contrary to
the public interest.

E.O. 12866, Regulatory Review

Because this interim rule is not a
significant regulatory action for
purposes E.O. 12866, a regulatory
assessment is not required.

Regulatory Flexibility Act

Because no notice of proposed
rulemaking is required, the provisions
of the Regulatory Flexibility Act (5
U.S.C. 601 et seq.) do not apply.
Moreover, the regulation will only affect
the determination of the Federal portion
of retirement benefits to certain former
employees of the District of Columbia.

List of Subjects in 31 CFR Part 29

Administrative practice and
procedure, Claims, Disability benefits,
Firefighters, Government employees,
Intergovernmental relations, Law
enforcement officers, Pensions,
Retirement, Teachers.

Department of the Treasury.
Lisa G. Ross,
Acting Assistant Secretary of the Treasury.

Accordingly, the Department of the
Treasury is amending part 29 of Title 31
of the Code of Federal Regulations, as
follows:

PART 29—FEDERAL BENEFIT
PAYMENTS UNDER CERTAIN
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
RETIREMENT PROGRAMS

1. The authority citation for part 29 is
revised to read as follows:

Authority: Sections 11083 and 11251(a) of
Pub. L. 105-33, 111 Stat. 730 and 756, as
amended by Pub. L. 105-277, 112 Stat. 2681—
530 through 538; subpart D also issued under
section 11022 of Pub. L. 105-33, 111 Stat.
730 and 756, as amended by Pub. L. 105-277,
112 Stat. 2681-530 through 538.

2.In §29.102, paragraph (a) is revised
as follows:

§29.102 Related regulations.

(a) This part contains the following
subparts:

(1) General Provisions (Subpart A);

(2) Coordination With the District
Government (Subpart B);

(3) Split Benefits (Subpart C); and

(4) Claims and Appeals Procedures
(Subpart D).

3. In § 29.203, paragraph (b) is revised
to read as follows:

§29.203 Service of Process.

* * * * *

(b) All other process regarding Federal
Benefit Payments (including requests for
judicial review under § 29.406) must be
served upon the United States in

accordance with applicable law.
* * * * *

4. Subpart D is added to read as
follows:

Subpart D—Claims and Appeals

Procedures

Sec.

29.401 Purpose.

29.402 Definitions.

29.403 Applications filed with the Benefits
Administrator.

29.404 Initial benefit determinations and
reconsideration by the Benefits
Administrator.

29.405 Appeals to the Department.

29.406 Judicial review.

29.407 Competing claimants.

§29.401 Purpose.

(a) This subpart explains—

(1) The procedures that participants
and beneficiaries in the Judges Plan,
Police and Firefighters Plan, and the
Teachers Plan must follow in applying
for Federal Benefit Payments;

(2) The procedures for determining an
individual’s eligibility for a Federal
Benefit Payment and the amount and
form of an individual’s Federal Benefit
Payment as required by section 11021 of
the Act and section 11-1570 of the D.C.
Code;

(3) The appeal rights available under
section 11022(a) of the Act to claimants
whose claim for Federal Benefit
Payments is denied in whole or in part;
and

(4) The special rules for processing
competing claimant cases.

(b) This subpart does not apply to
processing collection of debts due to the
United States.

§29.402 Definitions.

In this subpart—

Act means the Balanced Budget Act of
1997, Public Law 105-33, 111 Stat. 251,
712-731, 756-759, enacted August 5,
1997, as amended by the Omnibus
Consolidated and Emergency
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Supplemental Appropriations Act for
Fiscal Year 1999, Public Law 105-277,
112 Stat. 2681, 2681-530 through 538,
2681-552.

Beneficiary means an individual
designated by a participant, or by the
terms of the Judges Plan, Police and
Firefighters Plan, or Teachers Plan, who
is or may become entitled to a benefit
under those plans.

Benefits Administrator means:

(1) During the interim administration
period under section 11041 of the Act,
the District of Columbia government, or

(2) After the Secretary notifies the
District that the Trustee has been
directed to carry out the duties and
responsibilities required under the
contract or determines that the
Department shall carry out those
functions, the Department, the Trustee
selected by the Department under
section 11035 of the Act, or any other
agent of the Department designated to
make initial benefit determinations
under the Act.

Claimant means any person seeking a
benefit for themselves or another under
the Judges Plan, Police and Firefighters
Plan, or Teachers Plan.

Department means the Secretary of
the Treasury or a designee authorized to
exercise the Secretary’s authority with
respect to Federal Benefit Payments
under the Act.

Participant means an individual who
is or may become eligible to receive a
benefit under the Police and Firefighters
Plan or the Teachers Plan based on
credit for service accrued as of June 30,
1997, or under the Judges Plan, or
whose beneficiaries may be eligible to
receive any such benefit.

§29.403 Applications filed with the
Benefits Administrator.

All claimants for Federal Benefit
Payments must file applications for
benefits (including applications for
retirement, refunds of contributions,
and death benefits) with the Benefits
Administrator.

§29.404 Initial benefit determinations and
reconsideration by the Benefits
Administrator.

(a) Initial benefit determinations. The
Benefits Administrator will process
applications for Federal Benefit
Payments and determine the eligibility
for and the amount and form of Federal
Benefit Payments. All initial benefit
determination decisions which may
reasonably be construed as a denial (in
whole or part) of a claim for Federal
Benefit Payments must be in writing,
must advise claimants of their right to
request reconsideration under paragraph
(b), of this section and must state the
time limits applicable to such a request.

(b) Claimant’s right to reconsideration
of benefit denials. (1) Except as
provided in paragraph (b)(2) of this
section, claimants who disagree with
the amount or form of a Federal Benefit
Payment determination and wish to
contest the determination must first
request the Benefits Administrator to
reconsider its determination.

(2) A decision to collect a debt is not
a denial of a benefit claim under this
section.

(c) Form and timing of requests for
reconsideration. (1) A request for
reconsideration must be in writing,
must include the claimant’s name,
address, date of birth and claim number,
if applicable, and must state the basis
for the request.

(2) A request for reconsideration must
be received by the Benefits
Administrator within 30 calendar days
from the date of the written notice of the
initial benefit determination.

(d) Reconsideration decisions. A
reconsideration decision by the Benefits
Administrator denying (in whole or
part) a claim for a Federal Benefit
Payment must—

(1) Be in writing;

(2) Provide adequate notice of such
denial, setting forth the specific reason
for the denial in a manner calculated to
be understood by the average
participant; and

(3) Provide notice of the right to
appeal the Benefit Administrator’s
decision to the Department, the address
to which such an appeal must be
submitted, and the time limits
applicable to such an appeal.

(e) Appeal of reconsideration
decisions. The Department will review
an appeal of a reconsideration decision
under § 29.405.

§29.405 Appeals to the Department.

(a) Who may file. Any claimant whose
claim for a Federal Benefit Payment has
been denied (in whole or part) by the
Benefits Administrator in a
reconsideration decision under
§29.404(d) may appeal that decision to
the Department.

(b) Form of appeal. An appeal must be
in writing, must include the claimant’s
name, address, date of birth and claim
number, if applicable, and must state
the basis for the appeal.

(c) Time limits on Appeals. (1) An
appeal must be received by the
Department within 30 calendar days
from the date of the reconsideration
decision under § 29.404(d).

(2) The Department may extend the
time limit for filing when the claimant
shows that he or she was not notified of
the time limit and was not otherwise
aware of it, or that he or she was

prevented by circumstances beyond his
or her control from making the request

within the time limit, or for other good

and sufficient reason.

(d) Final decision. After consideration
of the appeal, the Department will issue
a final decision. The Department’s
decision must be in writing, must fully
set forth the Department’s findings and
conclusions on the appeal, and must
contain notice of the right to judicial
review provided in § 29.406. Copies of
the final decision must be sent to the
claimant seeking appeal, to any
competing claimants (see § 29.407) and
to the Benefits Administrator.

§29.406 Judicial review.

An individual whose claim for a
Federal Benefit Payment has been
denied (in whole or part) in a final
decision by the Department under
§ 29.405 may, within 180 days of the
date of the final decision, file a civil
action in the United States District
Court for the District of Columbia. Any
such civil action must be filed in
accordance with the rules of that court.

§29.407 Competing claimants.

(a) Competing claimants are
applicants for survivor benefits based on
the service of a participant when—

(1) A benefit is payable based on the
service of the participant;

(2) Two or more claimants have
applied for benefits based on the service
of the participant; and

(3) A decision in favor of one claimant
will adversely affect another
claimant(s).

(b)(1) When a competing claimant
files a request for reconsideration under
this section, the other competing
claimants shall be notified of the request
and given an opportunity to submit
written substantiation of their claim.

(2) When the Benefits Administrator
receives an application from a
competing claimant(s) before any
payments are made based upon the
service of the participant, and an initial
determination of benefits in favor of one
claimant adversely affects another
claimant, all known claimants
concerned will be notified in writing of
that decision and those adversely
affected will be given an opportunity to
request reconsideration under the
procedures and time limitations set
forth in § 29.404(c). The Benefits
Administrator must not execute its
decision until the time limit for filing a
request for reconsideration has expired,
or, if a reconsideration decision is made,
until the time limit for filing an appeal
to the Department has expired or the
Department has issued a final decision
on a timely appeal, whichever is later.
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(3) When the Benefits Administrator
does not receive an application from a
competing claimant(s) until after
another person has begun to receive
payments based upon the service of the
participant, the payments will continue
until the time limit for filing a request
for reconsideration has expired, or, if a
reconsideration decision is made, until
the time limit for filing an appeal to the
Department has expired or the
Department has issued a final decision
on a timely appeal, whichever is later.

[FR Doc. 00-32722 Filed 12—21-00; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4810-25-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

United States Patent and Trademark
Office

37 CFR Part 1
RIN 0651-AA98

Changes to Implement the Patent
Business Goals

AGENCY: United States Patent and
Trademark Office, Commerce.

ACTION: Final rule; correction.

SUMMARY: The United States Patent and
Trademark Office (Office) published a
final rule in the Federal Register of
September 8, 2000, revising the rules of
practice in patent cases to implement
the Patent Business Goals. The Office
also published a correction notice in the
Federal Register of December 18, 2000,
correcting errors in the final rule. This
document corrects an error in the
correction notice and makes the
correction retroactive to December 18,
2000.

EFFECTIVE DATE: December 18, 2000.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Hiram H. Bernstein ((703) 305-8713),
Senior Legal Advisor, or Robert J. Spar,
Director ((703) 308—-5107), Office of
Patent Legal Administration (OPLA),
directly by phone, or by facsimile to
(703) 305—-1013, marked to the attention
of Mr. Bernstein, or by mail addressed
to: Box Comments—Patents,
Commissioner for Patents, Washington,
D.C. 20231.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The Office
published a final rule in the Federal
Register of September 8, 2000 (65 FR
54604), entitled “‘Changes to Implement
Patent Business Goals,” and a correction
notice in the Federal Register of
December 18, 2000 (65 FR 78958)
correcting errors in the final rule. The
correction notice inadvertently
indicated that the processing fee for

correcting inventorship in a patent
under 37 CFR 1.324 is $55.00. The
processing fee for correcting
inventorship in a patent under § 1.324 is
actually $130.00.

In rule FR Doc. 00-31958, published
on December 18, 2000 (65 FR 78958),
and in 37 CFR Part 1 make the following
corrections:

§1.20

1. On page 78960, in the first column,
§1.20, paragraph (b), line 3, correct
“$55.00” to read “$130.00”.

Dated: December 19, 2000.

Albin F. Drost,

Acting General Counsel.

[FR Doc. 00-32773 Filed 12—21-00; 8:45 am)]
BILLING CODE 3510-16-P

[Corrected]

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
AGENCY

40 CFR Parts 9 and 63
[AD-FRL—6917-1]
RIN 2060-AH74

National Emission Standards for
Hazardous Air Pollutants from the Pulp
and Paper Industry

AGENCY: Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA).
ACTION: Final rule; amendments.

SUMMARY: On January 25, 2000 (65 FR
3907), we proposed amendments to the
pulp and paper national emission
standards for hazardous air pollutants
(NESHAP) (63 FR 18504, April 15,
1998). The 1998 Pulp and Paper
NESHAP is the air component of the
integrated air and water rules for the
pulp and paper industry (known as the
Pulp and Paper Cluster Rules). The
NESHAP limit and control hazardous
air pollutants (HAP) that are known to
cause or suspected to cause cancer or
other serious health or environmental
effects. These final amendments include
changes to the pulping process vent
standards, the biological treatment
system standards, monitoring
requirements, and test methods and
procedures to address technical issues
identified after promulgation of the
1998 Pulp and Paper NESHAP. Also,
drafting errors in the final rule that were
identified since proposal of these
amendments are being corrected by this
action. These amendments do not
change the level of control or
compromise the environmental
protection achieved by the 1998 Pulp
and Paper NESHAP. This action also
clarifies that downtime due to routine

maintenance of pulping process vent
control devices is included in the excess
emissions allowances. Lastly, in
compliance with the Paperwork
Reduction Act (PRA), we are amending
as a final rule the Office of Management
and Budget (OMB) approval table to list
the OMB control number issued under
the PRA for information collection
requirements for the 1998 Pulp and
Paper NESHAP.

EFFECTIVE DATE: February 20, 2001.
ADDRESSES: Docket No. A—92—40
contains supporting information for this
action and the prior promulgated and
proposed amendments to the 1998 Pulp
and Paper NESHAP. The docket is
located at the U.S. EPA, Air and
Radiation Docket and Information
Center (6102), 401 M Street SW,
Washington, DC 20460, in Room M—
1500, Waterside Mall (ground floor),
and is available for inspection and
copying between 8 a.m. and 5:30 p.m.,
Monday through Friday except Federal
holidays.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Mr.
Stephen Shedd, Emission Standards
Division (MD-13), U.S. EPA, Research
Triangle Park, NC 27711; telephone
(919) 541-5397, e-mail
shedd.steve@epa.gov. For questions on
compliance and applicability
determinations, contact Mr. Seth
Heminway, Office of Enforcement and
Compliance Assessment (2223A), U.S.
EPA, 1200 Pennsylvania Avenue NW,
Washington, DC 20460; telephone (202)
564—7017, e-mail
heminway.seth@epa.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Docket.
The docket is an organized and
complete file of all the information
considered by the EPA in the
development of this rulemaking. The
docket is a dynamic file because
material is added throughout the
rulemaking process. The docketing
system is intended to allow members of
the public and industries involved to
readily identify and locate documents
so that they can effectively participate
in the rulemaking process. Along with
the proposed and promulgated
standards and their preambles, the
contents of the docket will serve as the
record in the case of judicial review.
(See section 307(d)(7)(A) of the Clean
Air Act (CAA).) The regulatory text and
other materials related to this
rulemaking are available for review in
the docket, or copies may be mailed on
request from the Air Docket by calling
(202) 260-7548. A reasonable fee may
be charged for copying docket materials.
World Wide Web (WWW). In addition to
being available in the docket, an
electronic copy of today’s amendments
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