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1 U.S. Department of Agriculture, Forest Service;
the U.S. Department of the Interior, Bureau of Land
Management; the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers; the
U.S. Department of the Interior, Bureau of
Reclamation; and the U.S. Coast Guard.

2 The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers has notified
SEA that it will issue a decision extending the
comment period on DM&E’s Section 404 permit
applications to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
to March 6, 2001, to coincide with the due date for
comments on the Draft EIS and associated
documents.

3 Our practice is to impose as a condition to our
decisions approving railroad transactions a
requirement that the railroad comply with the terms
of all negotiated agreements developed with states,
local communities, and other entities regarding
environmental issues. These agreements substitute
for specific local mitigation for a community that
otherwise would be imposed. However, we cannot
impose conditions based on negotiated agreements
without knowing the terms of those agreements.
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On September 27, 2000, the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)
was issued in this proceeding. The Draft
EIS provided a 90-day period (to and
including January 5, 2001) for interested
parties to submit comments.

The Board’s Section of Environmental
Analysis (SEA) and the cooperating
agencies1 have received requests from a
wide variety of groups and individuals,
including several public officials and
the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency, to extend the January 5, 2001
comment due date. The majority of the
requests ask for a 90-day extension,
generally citing the length of the Draft
EIS and the scope and complexity of the
proposal. While a few commenters
argue that no extension is necessary,
others have asked for as much as a 6-
month or 1-year extension of time.

Discussion and Conclusions
In establishing a 90-day comment

period—which is twice as long as the
minimum set forth in the Council on
Environmental Quality’s Guidelines (40
CFR 1506.10)—SEA believed that all
interested parties would have sufficient
time to review and comment on the
Draft EIS. However, during the same
time the public is reviewing and
preparing comments on the Draft EIS,
SEA and the cooperating agencies are
also seeking public comment on the
other documents contained in it (U.S.
Forest Service Forest Plan Amendments,
the Programmatic Agreement and
Identification Plan, the Memorandum of
Agreement, and the Biological
Assessment). In addition, the comment
period is running on Dakota, Minnesota
& Eastern Railroad’s (DM&E’s) two
permit applications to the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers under Section 404 of

the Clean Water Act and Section 10 of
the Rivers and Harbors Act (Section 404
permit applications). Many of the
requests for additional time stated that
it has been difficult to review
simultaneously all of these documents.
Moreover, at the recent public meetings
on the Draft EIS, including the Native
American Tribal meeting on the
Rosebud Sioux Reservation, a number of
participants argued that environmental
justice communities could participate
more effectively with more time to file
comments.

It is important to move the
environmental review process in this
and every case forward without undue
delay. But those requesting an extension
here have made a strong case that more
time is needed to provide an adequate
opportunity for meaningful review and
comment by the public, including
environmental justice communities, on
the Draft EIS and the other related
documents in this particularly complex
case. In these circumstances, the
comment period will be extended for an
additional 60 days, or until March 6,
2001. The extension will apply to the
Draft EIS itself, the documents
appended to it (the Forest Plan
Amendments, the Programmatic
Agreement and Identification Plan, the
Memorandum of Agreement, and the
Biological Assessment), and the Section
404 permit applications.2 Comments on
all of these documents must be
postmarked by March 6, 2001. In order
to issue the Final EIS in a timely
manner, no further extensions will be
granted absent compelling, unforeseen
circumstances.

We note that, at the recent public
meetings conducted to hear comments
on the Draft EIS, a number of
participants contended that additional
mitigation measures are needed to
adequately protect residents of the
communities potentially impacted by
DM&E’s proposal. The extended
comment period will provide an
opportunity for DM&E and the affected
communities to explore mutually
acceptable ways to reduce potential
impacts on communities, and to submit
any agreements that are reached to the
Board. The Board encourages railroads
and communities to negotiate private
solutions addressing specific local
environmental concerns because these
agreements are generally more effective,
and in some cases, more far-reaching

than environmental mitigation options
we could impose unilaterally. In the
absence of negotiated agreements
submitted to the Board,3 SEA, in
preparing the Final EIS, will give careful
consideration to what measures it
should recommend for mitigating
adverse impacts to community residents
if, following the completion of
environmental review, we give final
approval to this project.

How to Submit Comments
Comments on the Draft EIS must be

postmarked by March 6, 2001, and
mailed to the address below. For
comment letters over 5 pages, please
mail a signed original plus 10 copies.
For comment letters 5 pages or less, a
signed original is sufficient. Comments
must be mailed to: Office of the
Secretary, Case Control Unit, STB
Finance Docket No. 33407, Surface
Transportation Board 1925 K Street,
NW, Washington, DC 20423–0001,
Please write the following in the lower
left hand corner of the envelope:
Attention: Victoria Rutson,
Environmental Project Director,
Environmental Filing.

Comments on the Forest Plan
Amendments should be filed directly
with the U.S. Forest Service. Please
send written comments on the Forest
Plan Amendments to Wendy Schmitzer,
USFS Project Coordinator, Douglas
Ranger District, 2250 East Richards
Street, Douglas, WY 82633, or call (307)
358–1634. You may email comments on
the Forest Plan Amendments to:
wschmitzer@fs.fed.us.

Comments on the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers permitting requirements,
specifically on DM&E’s Section 404
permit applications, should be filed
directly with the appropriate Corps of
Engineers district office. Please send
comments on the Section 404 permit
application relating to Minnesota to Mr.
Timothy Fell, U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers, St. Paul District, 190 5th
Street East, St. Paul, MN 55101–1638.
Please send comments on the Section
404 permit application relating to South
Dakota and Wyoming to Mr. Jerry
Folkers, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,
Omaha District, 215 North 17th Street,
Omaha, NE 68102–4978.

When submitting comments, please
be as specific as possible and
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1 In a related proceeding, the Board exempted
SHR’s acquisition of MECO’s operating rights and
incidental overhead trackage rights between
milepost 27.5 and milepost 33.79 in Brunswick. See
Safe Handling Rail, Inc.—Operation Exemption—
Maine Coast Railroad Corporation, Maine Central
Railroad Company, Springfield Terminal Railway
Company, and State of Maine Department of
Transportation, STB Finance Docket No. 33968
(STB served Dec. 15, 2000).

substantiate your concerns and
recommendations.

By the Board, Chairman Morgan, Vice
Chairman Burkes, and Commissioner
Clyburn.
Vernon A. Williams,
Secretary.
[FR Doc. 00–32716 Filed 12–21–00; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4915–00–P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Surface Transportation Board

[STB Finance Docket No. 33967]

Safe Handling Rail, Inc.—Modified Rail
Certificate

On December 1, 2000, Safe Handling
Rail, Inc. (SHR), a noncarrier, filed a
notice for a modified certificate of
public convenience and necessity under
49 CFR 1150, Subpart C, Modified
Certificate of Public Convenience and
Necessity, to operate the State of Maine
Department of Transportation’s (MDOT)
portion of a rail line known as the
Rockland Branch extending for
approximately 51.76 miles between
milepost 33.79, in Brunswick, ME, and
milepost 85.55, in Rockland, ME
(Rockland Branch). In addition, SHR
will operate MDOT’s approximately
33.60 miles of rail line known as the
Lower Road extending between
milepost 29.40, at Rock Junction, in
Brunswick, and milepost 63.00 in
Augusta, ME (Lower Road).

The Rockland Branch was owned by
Maine Central Railroad Company (MEC)
and approved for abandonment in
Maine Central Railroad Company—
Abandonment—in Cumberland,
Sagadahoc, Lincoln and Knox Counties,
ME, Docket No. AB–83 (Sub-No. 8) (ICC
served Oct. 10, 1985). The Rockland
Branch, as described above, was
subsequently acquired by MDOT and
has been operated by Maine Coast
Railroad Corporation (MECO) pursuant
to a modified rail certificate issued in
Maine Coast Railroad Corporation
Modified Rail Certificate, Finance
Docket No. 31727 (ICC served Oct. 5,
1990). The Lower Road was owned by
MEC and operated by Springfield
Terminal Railway Company and
approved for abandonment and
discontinuance of service in Maine
Central Railroad Company and
Springfield Terminal Railway—
Abandonment and Discontinuance—in
Cumberland, Sagadahoc and Kennebec
Counties, ME, Docket No. AB–83 (Sub-
No. 9) (ICC served Jan. 8, 1990). The
Lower Road was subsequently acquired
by MDOT and has been operated by
MECO pursuant to a modified rail

certificate issued in Maine Coast
Railroad Corporation Modified Rail
Certificate, Finance Docket No. 32271
(ICC served Apr. 22, 1993). On October
6, 2000, MECO filed with the Board,
pursuant to 49 CFR 1150.24, its notice
of intent to terminate service on the
Rockland Branch and the Lower Road
60 days from the date of its notice.1

Pursuant to a lease and operating
agreement between MDOT and SHR
(agreement), SHR will provide freight
service over the Rockland Branch and
the Lower Road beginning on or soon
after December 6, 2000 and terminating
on June 1, 2001.

The rail segments qualify for a
modified certificate of public
convenience and necessity. See
Common Carrier Status of States, State
Agencies and Instrumentalities and
Political Subdivisions, Finance Docket
No. 28990F (ICC served July 16, 1981).

A subsidy is involved. The agreement
provides that SHR shall not suffer any
financial loss and that MDOT will
reimburse SHR the difference between
SHR’s costs and revenues through the
term of the agreement. The agreement
further provides that, should SHR’s
revenues exceed its costs, then no
payments will be made by MDOT to
SHR or by SHR to MDOT. SHR
represents that it has obtained liability
insurance coverage and that there are no
preconditions for shippers to meet in
order to receive rail service.

This notice will be served on the
Association of American Railroads (Car
Service Division) as agent for all
railroads subscribing to the car-service
and car-hire agreement: Association of
American Railroads, 50 F Street, NW.,
Washington, DC 20001; and on the
American Short Line and Regional
Railroad Association: American Short
Line and Regional Railroad Association,
1120 G Street, NW., Suite 520,
Washington, DC 20005.

Decided: December 15, 2000.

By the Board, David M. Konschnik,
Director, Office of Proceedings.

Vernon A. Williams,
Secretary.
[FR Doc. 00–32717 Filed 12–21–00; 8:45 am]

BILLING CODE 4915–00–P

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY

Internal Revenue Service

Proposed Collection; Comment
Request for Form 8861

AGENCY: Internal Revenue Service (IRS),
Treasury.
ACTION: Notice and request for
comments.

SUMMARY: The Department of the
Treasury, as part of its continuing effort
to reduce paperwork and respondent
burden, invites the general public and
other Federal agencies to take this
opportunity to comment on proposed
and/or continuing information
collections, as required by the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995,
Public Law 104–13(44 U.S.C.
3506(c)(2)(A)). Currently, the IRS is
soliciting comments concerning Form
8861, Welfare-to-Work Credit.
DATES: Written comments should be
received on or before February 20, 2001
to be assured of consideration.
ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments
to Garrick R. Shear, Internal Revenue
Service, room 5244, 1111 Constitution
Avenue NW., Washington, DC 20224.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Requests for additional information or
copies of the form and instructions
should be directed to Larnice Mack,
(202) 622–3179, Internal Revenue
Service, room 5244, 1111 Constitution
Avenue NW., Washington, DC 20224.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Title: Welfare-to-Work Credit.
OMB Number: 1545–1569.
Form Number: 8861.
Abstract: Section 51A of the Internal

Revenue Code allows employers an
income tax credit of 35% of the first
$10,000 of first-year wages and 50% of
the first $10,000 of second-year wages
paid to long-term family assistance
recipients. Form 8861 is used to
compute the credit.

Current Actions: There are no changes
being made to the form at this time.

Type of Review: Extension of a
currently approved collection.

Affected Public: Business or other for-
profit organizations and farms.

Estimated Number of Respondents:
500.

Estimated Time Per Respondent: 11
hr., 7 min.

Estimated Total Annual Burden
Hours: 5,555.

The following paragraph applies to all
of the collections of information covered
by this notice:

An agency may not conduct or
sponsor, and a person is not required to
respond to, a collection of information
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