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Conservation Service, (NRCS), 441 S.
Salina Street, Fifth Floor, Suite 354,
Syracuse, New York, 13202—-2450.

A copy of this standard is available
from the above individual.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Section
343 of the Federal Agricultural
Improvement and Reform Act of 1996
states that revisions made after
enactment of the law to NRCS State
Technical Guides used to carry out
highly erodible land and wetland
provisions of the law shall be made
available for public review and
comment. For the next 30 days the
NRCS will receive comments relative to
the proposed changes. Following that
period a determination will be made by
the NRCS regarding disposition of those
comments and a final determination of
change will be made.

Dated: December 7, 2000.
Wayne M. Maresch,

State Conservationist, Natural Resources
Conservation Service, Syracuse, NY.

[FR Doc. 00-32737 Filed 12—21-00; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3410-16-P

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Rural Utilities Service

Municipal Interest Rates for the First
Quarter of 2001

AGENCY: Rural Utilities Service, USDA.

ACTION: Notice of municipal interest
rates on advances from insured electric
loans for the first quarter of 2001.

SUMMARY: The Rural Utilities Service
hereby announces the interest rates for
advances on municipal rate loans with
interest rate terms beginning during the
first calendar quarter of 2001.

DATES: These interest rates are effective
for interest rate terms that commence
during the period beginning January 1,
2001, and ending March 31, 2001.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Gail
P. Salgado, Management Analyst, Office
of the Assistant Administrator, Electric
Program, Rural Utilities Service, U.S.
Department of Agriculture, Room 4024—
S, Stop 1560, 1400 Independence
Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250—
1560. Telephone: 202-205-3660. FAX:
202-690-0717. E-mail:
GSalgado@rus.usda.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The Rural
Utilities Service (RUS) hereby
announces the interest rates on
advances made during the first calendar
quarter of 2001 for municipal rate
electric loans. RUS regulations at

§ 1714.4 state that each advance of
funds on a municipal rate loan shall

bear interest at a single rate for each
interest rate term. Pursuant to §1714.5,
the interest rates on these advances are
based on indexes published in the
“Bond Buyer” for the four weeks prior
to the fourth Friday of the last month
before the beginning of the quarter. The
rate for interest rate terms of 20 years or
longer is the average of the 20 year rates
published in the Bond Buyer in the four
weeks specified in § 1714.5(d). The rate
for terms of less than 20 years is the
average of the rates published in the
Bond Buyer for the same four weeks in
the table of “Municipal Market Data—
General Obligation Yields” or the
successor to this table. No interest rate
may exceed the interest rate for Water
and Waste Disposal loans.

The table of Municipal Market Data
includes only rates for securities
maturing in 2001 and at 5 year intervals
thereafter. The rates published by RUS
reflect the average rates for the years
shown in the Municipal Market Data
table. Rates for interest rate terms
ending in intervening years are a linear
interpolation based on the average of the
rates published in the Bond Buyer. All
rates are adjusted to the nearest one
eighth of one percent (0.125 percent) as
required under § 1714.5(a). The market
interest rate on Water and Waste
Disposal loans for this quarter is 5.500
percent.

In accordance with §1714.5, the
interest rates are established as shown
in the following table for all interest rate
terms that begin at any time during the
first calendar quarter of 2001.

RUS rate
(0.000 per-
cent)

Interest rate term ends in
(year)

5.500 or later
5.500
5.500
5.500
5.500
5.500
5.500
5.500
5.500
5.500
5.375
5.375
5.250
5.250
5.125
5.125
5.000
4.875
4.750
4.500
4.375

Dated: December 18, 2000.
Christopher A. McLean,
Administrator, Rural Utilities Service.
[FR Doc. 00-32645 Filed 12—21-00; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3410-15-P

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Rural Utilities Service

Notice of Funding Availability (NOFA);
Treasury Rate Loan Program
AGENCY: Rural Utilities Service, USDA.

ACTION: Notice of funding availability
(NOFA).

SUMMARY: This Notice of Funding
Availability (NOFA) announces the
availability of $500 million in direct
Treasury rate electric loans for fiscal
year (FY) 2001. This document
describes the eligibility and submission
requirements, the criteria that will be
used by the Rural Utilities Service
(RUS) to select applications for funding,
and the expectation that the current
backlog of qualifying applications for
loans from RUS under the Rural
Electrification Act will exhaust all of the
available funding. In the event this
assumption proves to be incorrect, RUS
intends to publish another NOFA on or
before July 1, 2001, announcing the
availability of any remaining direct
Treasury rate electric loan funds and
how they will be allocated. The
intended effect of this NOFA is to
enable RUS to approve all direct
Treasury rate electric loans for FY 2001
prior to July 1, 2001.

DATES: RUS intends to treat all
completed qualifying applications for
direct electric loans at the municipal
rate as pre-applications for direct
electric loans at the Treasury rate. The
closing date for receipt of pre-
applications that will be considered is
October 28, 2000; the date on which the
direct Treasury rate electric loan
program was established by Pub.L. 106—
387.

ADDRESSES: Loan applicants that do not
have outstanding loans from RUS
should write to the Rural Utilities
Service, United States Department of
Agriculture, Washington, DC 20250—
1500. A field or headquarters staff
representative may be assigned by RUS
to visit the applicant and discuss its
financial needs and eligibility.
Borrowers that have outstanding loans
should contact their assigned RUS
general field representative (GFR).
Borrowers may consult with RUS field
representatives and headquarters staff,
as necessary.
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FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Robert O. Ellinger, Management
Analyst, U.S. Department of
Agriculture, Rural Utilities Service,
Electric Program, Room 4023 South
Building, Stop 1560, 1400
Independence Ave., SW., Washington,
DC 20250-1560, Telephone: 202—-720—
0424.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Programs Affected

The Catalog of Federal Domestic
Assistance Program number assigned to
this program is 10.850.

Discussion of Notice

L. Authority and Distribution
Methodology

a. Authority

Section 4 of the Rural Electrification
Act of 1936, (RE Act) (7 U.S.C. 904),
among other things, provides RUS with
the authority to make loans for rural
electrification and for the purpose of
furnishing and improving electric
service in rural areas. Section 305 of the
RE Act (7 U.S.C. 935) establishes the
municipal rate electric loan program for
these purposes. Title III of the
Agriculture, Rural Development, Food
and Drug Administration, and Related
Agencies Appropriations Act, 2001
(Pub. L. 106—387) authorizes a direct
Treasury rate electric loan program of
$500 million for FY 2001.

b. Distribution Methodology

RUS believes that Congress
authorized the direct Treasury rate
electric program to address the backlog
of qualified loan applications for direct
municipal rate electric loans from RUS.
Such loans are generally allocated by
RUS in the order that qualified
applications are received. RUS will
distribute direct Treasury rate electric
loans by offering those municipal rate
electric loan applicants whose qualified
applications were pending at the time of
the enactment of Pub.L. 106—387 the
option of selecting the direct Treasury
rate in lieu of the municipal rate for
their loans. RUS will contact applicants
in the order of priority that their
applications for municipal rate loans
would otherwise have been funded
using the loan processing priorities
published in 7 CFR 1710.119. In that
order, RUS will allocate up to the
original (as adjusted in accordance with
this NOFA) qualifying municipal loan
amount to each applicant who so elects.
RUS will proceed in turn until such
point as the $500 million of authority
has been exhausted. In the unlikely
event that any of the authority remains
unobligated on July 1, 2001, RUS plans

to publish a notice of the availability of
the remaining portion and describe the
manner in which it intends to proceed.
RUS intends to obligate loans for the
full amount by September 1, 2001.

II. Applications Process

Qualifying applications for direct
municipal rate electric loans which
have been submitted to RUS in
accordance with 7 CFR part 1710
subpart I, before October 28, 2000 will
be treated as pre-applications for direct
Treasury rate electric loans. RUS will
contact qualified applicants in the order
which they are presently queued, and
offer the applicant the opportunity to
elect to receive its loan at the direct
Treasury rate in lieu of the municipal
rate. Applicants should notify RUS
promptly in writing of their election.
Only timely responses received by RUS
and electing the direct Treasury rate
will qualify for further loan processing
by RUS at that rate. All other applicants
will remain in the municipal rate loan
queue without prejudice. RUS notes that
a reduction of $500 million of
applications in the municipal rate loan
queue will result in reaching municipal
rate loan applications that otherwise
would not be reached during FY 2001.
Congress authorized a direct municipal
rate electric loan program level of $295
million for FY 2001. RUS estimates its
current backlog of qualified applications
for electric distribution loans as
exceeding $1.2 billion. Therefore, RUS
anticipates that it will significantly
reduce but not substantially eliminate
its backlog of electric distribution loan
applications.

III. Application Submission
Requirements

Each application should include all of
the information, materials, forms and
exhibits required by 7 CFR part 1710
subpart I, as well as comply with the
provisions of this NOFA. RUS believes
that it currently has received sufficient
pre-applications to exhaust all available
FY 2001 funding for the direct Treasury
rate electric program and therefore it is
not soliciting additional applications for
this rate category at this time.

IV. Differences Between Direct
Municipal Rate Electric Loan Category
and Direct Treasury Rate Electric Loan
Category

Generally speaking, since the primary
distinction between the established
direct municipal rate electric loan
program and the direct Treasury rate
electric loan program is merely one of
interest setting methodologies, RUS
intends to administer the direct
Treasury rate program during FY 2001

in a manner substantially the same as it
administers the direct municipal rate
program. General and pre-loan policies
and procedures for electric loans made
by RUS may be found in 7 CFR parts
1710 and 1714. It is intended that the
use of established and highly successful
direct electric loan program procedures
will enable RUS to promptly make
prudent loans to qualified applicants.
These procedures have generally
worked well and are familiar to both
RUS staff and to the applicants. This
approach helps assure that the funds
authorized by Congress for FY 2001 are
expended in a timely manner as
Congress intended. The principal
variances are as follows:

a. Interest Rates

1. The standard interest rate on direct
Treasury rate loans will be established
daily by the United States Treasury.

2. The interest rates for Treasury rate
loans can be found on the Internet at
www.federalreserve.gov/releases/H15/
currrent/.

3. Selection of interest rate terms will
be made by the borrower for each
advance of funds. The minimum
interest rate term shall be one year.
Interest rate terms will be limited to
terms published by the Treasury (i.e. 1,
2,3,5,7,10, 20, and 30). Interest rates
for terms greater than 30 years will be
at the 30-year rate.

4. There will be no interest rate cap
on Treasury rate loans.

b. Prepayment

A direct Treasury rate electric loan
may be repaid at par on its rollover
maturity date if there is one. Such a loan
may also be prepaid with no premiums
or penalties at its “‘net present value”
(NPV) as determined by RUS using the
prepayment methodology in 7 CFR part
1786.

c. Supplemental Financing

The Administrator has elected not to
impose any supplemental financing
requirements in conjunction with direct
Treasury rate electric loans made during
FY 2001. Accordingly, the “original
qualifying municipal amount” referred
to in part I.B of this NOFA may be
adjusted at the election of the applicant
to include otherwise eligible amounts
that would have been financed from
other sources in accordance with 7 CFR
1710.110(c). Request for an adjustment
in the “original” amount should specify
the amount of the adjustment and
accompany the applicant’s election to
use the Treasury rate category of direct
electric loan. See part II of this NOFA.
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V. Loan Documents

Successful applicants will be required
to execute and deliver to RUS a
promissory note evidencing the
borrower’s obligation to repay the loan.
The note must be in form and substance
satisfactory to RUS. RUS plans to
require a form of note substantially in
the form that it currently accepts for
direct municipal rate electric loans,
with such revisions as may be necessary
or appropriate to reflect the different
interest setting provisions and the terms
of this NOFA. All notes will be secured
in accordance with the terms of 7 CFR
part 1718.

Dated: December 18, 2000.

Christopher A. McLean,

Administrator, Rural Utilities Service.

[FR Doc. 00-32714 Filed 12—21-00; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3410-15-P

COMMITTEE FOR PURCHASE FROM
PEOPLE WHO ARE BLIND OR
SEVERELY DISABLED

Procurement List; Additions and
Deletion

AGENCY: Committee for Purchase From
People Who Are Blind or Severely
Disabled.

ACTION: Additions to and Deletion from
the Procurement List.

SUMMARY: This action adds to the
Procurement List services to be
furnished by nonprofit agencies
employing persons who are blind or
have other severe disabilities, and
deletes from the Procurement List a
service previously furnished by such
agencies.

EFFECTIVE DATE: January 22, 2001.
ADDRESSES: Committee for Purchase
From People Who Are Blind or Severely
Disabled, Jefferson Plaza 2, Suite 10800,
1421 Jefferson Davis Highway,
Arlington, Virginia 22202-3259.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Louis R. Bartalot (703) 603-7740
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: On
September 29, October 20 and
November 3, 2000, the Committee for
Purchase From People Who Are Blind
or Severely Disabled published notices
(65 FR 58505, 63057 and 66231) of
proposed additions to and deletion from
the Procurement List:

Additions

After consideration of the material
presented to it concerning capability of
qualified nonprofit agencies to provide
the services and impact of the additions
on the current or most recent

contractors, the Committee has
determined that the services listed
below are suitable for procurement by
the Federal Government under 41 U.S.C.
46-48c and 41 CFR 51-2.4.

I certify that the following action will
not have a significant impact on a
substantial number of small entities.
The major factors considered for this
certification were:

1. The action will not result in any
additional reporting, recordkeeping or
other compliance requirements for small
entities other than the small
organizations that will furnish the
services to the Government.

2. The action will not have a severe
economic impact on current contractors
for the services.

3. The action will result in
authorizing small entities to furnish the
services to the Government.

4. There are no known regulatory
alternatives which would accomplish
the objectives of the Javits-Wagner-
O’Day Act (41 U.S.C. 46—48c) in
connection with the services proposed
for addition to the Procurement List.

Accordingly, the following services
are hereby added to the Procurement
List:

Services

Base Supply Center, Trident Refit
Facility, Naval Submarine Base,
Kings Bay, Georgia

Commissary Warehousing and
Janitorial, United States Naval
Academy, Annapolis, Maryland

Janitorial/Custodial, US Border Patrol
Compound, Davis Monthan AFB,
Arizona

Linen Service, Hickam Air Force Base,
Hawaii

Moving Services, Department of the
Interior, Washington, DC

This action does not affect current
contracts awarded prior to the effective
date of this addition or options that may
be exercised under those contracts.

Deletion

I certify that the following action will
not have a significant impact on a
substantial number of small entities.
The major factors considered for this
certification were:

1. The action will not result in any
additional reporting, recordkeeping or
other compliance requirements for small
entities.

2. The action will not have a severe
economic impact on future contractors
for the services.

3. The action will result in
authorizing small entities to furnish the
services to the Government.

4. There are no known regulatory
alternatives which would accomplish

the objectives of the Javits-Wagner-
O’Day Act (41 U.S.C. 46—48c) in
connection with the services deleted
from the Procurement List.

After consideration of the relevant
matter presented, the Committee has
determined that the service listed below
is no longer suitable for procurement by
the Federal Government under 41 U.S.C.
46—48c and 41 CFR 51-2.4.
Accordingly, the following service is
hereby deleted from the Procurement
List:

Service
Janitorial/Custodial, Drug Dependence

Treatment Center, 2320 West
Roosevelt Road, Chicago, Illinois

Louis R. Bartalot,

Deputy Director (Operations).

[FR Doc. 00-32720 Filed 12—21-00; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6353-01-P

COMMITTEE FOR PURCHASE FROM
PEOPLE WHO ARE BLIND OR
SEVERELY DISABLED

Procurement List Proposed Additions
and Deletions

AGENCY: Committee for Purchase From
People Who Are Blind or Severely
Disabled.

ACTION: Proposed Additions to and
Deletions from Procurement List.

SUMMARY: The Committee is proposing
to add to the Procurement List
commodities and a service to be
furnished by nonprofit agencies
employing persons who are blind or
have other severe disabilities, and to
delete services previously furnished by
such agencies.

COMMENTS MUST BE RECEIVED ON OR
BEFORE: January 22, 2001.

ADDRESSES: Committee for Purchase
From People Who Are Blind or Severely
Disabled, Jefferson Plaza 2, Suite 10800,
1421 Jefferson Davis Highway,
Arlington, Virginia 22202-3259.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Louis R. Bartalot (703) 603—7740
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This
notice is published pursuant to 41
U.S.C. 47(a) (2) and 41 CFR 51-2.3. Its
purpose is to provide interested persons
an opportunity to submit comments on
the possible impact of the proposed
actions.

Additions

If the Committee approves the
proposed addition, all entities of the
Federal Government (except as
otherwise indicated) will be required to
procure the commodity and service
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