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(iii) The employee’s statement of
whether the employee has insurance or
any other source of indemnification.

Subpart E—Tort Claims

Authority: 28 U.S.C. 2672; 35 U.S.C.
2(b)(2); 44 U.S.C. 3101; 28 CFR part 14.

§ 104.42 Procedure for filing claims.
Administrative claims against the

Office filed pursuant to the
administrative claims provision of the
Federal Tort Claims Act (28 U.S.C.
2672) and the corresponding
Department of Justice regulations (28
CFR part 14) shall be filed with the
General Counsel as indicated in § 104.3.

§ 104.44 Finality of settlement or denial of
claims.

Only a decision of the Director or the
General Counsel regarding settlement or
denial of any claim under this subpart
may be considered final for the purpose
of judicial review.

Dated: December 11, 2000.
Q. Todd Dickinson,
Under Secretary of Commerce for Intellectual
Property and Director of the United States
Patent and Trademark Office.
[FR Doc. 00–32314 Filed 12–21–00; 8:45 am]
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Approval and Promulgation of Air
Quality Implementation Plans; State of
Colorado; Colorado Springs Revised
Carbon Monoxide Maintenance Plan
and Approval of a Related Revision

AGENCY: Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA).
ACTION: Proposed rule.

SUMMARY: EPA is proposing approval of
the revised Colorado Springs carbon
monoxide (CO) maintenance plan, that
is designed to keep the area in
attainment for CO through 2010, and
revisions to Colorado’s Regulation No.
13 ‘‘Oxygenated Fuels Program’’ for the
removal of the requirement for the
implementation of the wintertime
oxygenated fuels program in El Paso
County and the Colorado Springs area.
The revised maintenance plan and
revisions to Regulation No. 13 were
submitted by the Governor on May 10,
2000. In the Final Rules section of this
Federal Register, EPA is approving the
State’s State Implementation Plan (SIP)
revisions, involving the revised

maintenance plan and the changes to
Regulation No. 13, as a direct final rule
without prior proposal because the
Agency views these SIP revisions as
noncontroversial and anticipates no
adverse comments. A detailed rationale
for the approval is set forth in the direct
final rule. If no adverse comments are
received in response to this rule, no
further activity is contemplated in
relation to this rule. If EPA receives
adverse comments, the direct final rule
will be withdrawn and all public
comments received will be addressed in
a subsequent final rule based on this
proposed rule. EPA will not institute a
second comment period on this action.
Any parties interested in commenting
on this action should do so at this time.

DATES: Comments must be received in
writing by January 22, 2001.

ADDRESSES: Written comments may be
mailed to: Richard R. Long, Director, Air
and Radiation Program, Mailcode 8P-
AR, United States Environmental
Protection Agency, Region VIII, 999
18th Street, Suite 300, Denver, Colorado
80202–2466.

Copies of the documents relevant to
this action are available for public
inspection between 8:00 a.m. and 4:00
p.m., Monday through Friday at the
following office:

United States Environmental
Protection Agency, Region VIII, Air
Program, 999 18th Street, Suite 300,
Denver, Colorado 80202–2466.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Tim
Russ, Air and Radiation Program,
Mailcode 8P–AR, United States
Environmental Protection Agency,
Region VIII, 999 18th Street, Suite 300,
Denver, Colorado 80202–2466;
Telephone number (303) 312–6479.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: See the
information provided in the Direct Final
action of the same title which is located
in the Rules section of this Federal
Register.

Dated: September 14, 2000.

Patricia D. Hull,
Acting Regional Administrator, Region VIII.
[FR Doc. 00–32301 Filed 12–21–00; 8:45 am]
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Taking and Importing Marine
Mammals; Taking Marine Mammals
Incidental to Operation of a Low
Frequency Sound Source by the North
Pacific Acoustic Laboratory

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.
ACTION: Notice of proposed rulemaking;
request for comments.

SUMMARY: NMFS has received a request
from the University of California San
Diego, Scripps Institution of
Oceanography (Scripps), for a Letter of
Authorization (LOA) to take a small
number of marine mammals incidental
to the continued operation of a low
frequency (LF) sound source previously
installed off the north shore of Kauai by
the Acoustic Thermometry of Ocean
Climate (ATOC) project. By this notice,
NMFS is proposing regulations to
govern that take. In order to grant the
exemption and issue the regulations,
NMFS must determine that these
takings will have no more than a
negligible impact on the affected species
and stocks of marine mammals. NMFS
invites comment on the application and
the proposed regulations.
DATES: Comments and information must
be postmarked no later than February 5,
2001. Comments will not be accepted if
submitted via e-mail or the Internet.

Comments regarding the burden-hour
estimate or any other aspect of the
collection of information requirement
contained in this rule should be sent to
the Chief, and to the Office of
Information and Regulatory Affairs,
Office of Management and Budget
(OMB), Attention: NOAA Desk Officer,
Washington, DC 20503.
ADDRESSES: Comments should be
addressed to Donna Wieting, Chief,
Marine Mammal Conservation Division,
Office of Protected Resources, National
Marine Fisheries Service, 1315 East-
West Highway, Silver Spring, MD
20910-3226. A copy of the application,
which contains the references used in
this document, may be obtained by
writing to this address or by telephoning
the contacts listed here (see FOR
FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT). A copy
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