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1 The Board will grant a stay if an informed
decision on environmental issues (whether raised
by a party or by the Board’s Section of
Environmental Analysis in its independent
investigation) cannot be made before the
exemption’s effective date. See Exepmtion of Out-
of-Service Rail Lines, 5 I.C.C. 2d 377 (1989). Any
request for a stay should be filed as soon as possible
so that the Board may take appropriate action before
the exemption’s effective date.

2 Each offer of financial assistance must be
accompanied by the filing fee, which currently is
set at $1000. See 49 CFR 1002.2(f)(25).

collecting and preparing the information
necessary for 9 complete ‘‘safe harbor’’
corrections is about $360. Adding in a
postage cost of $3.06 (9 reports at a cost
of 34 cents to mail each one), we
estimate that it will cost $363.06 a year
for persons to prepare and submit the
information necessary to satisfy the safe
harbor provision of 49 U.S.C. 30170.

Since nothing in this rule would
require those persons who submit
reports pursuant to this rule to keep
copies of any records or reports
submitted to us, the cost imposed to
keep records would be zero hours and
zero costs.

Number of Respondents: We estimate
that there will be no more than 9 per
year.

Summary of The Collection of
Information: Any person seeking
protection from criminal liability under
49 U.S.C. 30170 related to an improper
report or failure to report pursuant to 49
U.S.C. 30166, or a regulation,
requirement, request or order issued
thereunder, will be required to report
the following information to NHTSA: (1)
each previous improper item of
information or document and each
failure to report that was required under
49 U.S.C. 30166, or a regulation,
requirement, request or order issued
thereunder, (2) the specific predicate
under which each improper or omitted
report should have been provided, and
(3) the complete and correct reports,
including all information that was
improperly submitted or that should
have been submitted and all relevant
documents that were not previously
submitted to NHTSA or, if the person
cannot provide this, then a full detailed
description of that information or of the
content of those documents and the
reason why the individual cannot
provide them to NHTSA.

Issued on: December 18, 2000.
Frank Seales, Jr.,
Chief Counsel.
[FR Doc. 00–32581 Filed 12–20–00; 8:45 am]
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Union Pacific Railroad Company—
Abandonment Exemption—in Bonne
Terre, MO

Union Pacific (UP) has filed a notice
of exemption under 49 CFR 1152
Subpart F—Exempt Abandonments and
Discontinuances to abandon a 1.10-mile
line of railroad between milepost 31.20

and milepost 30.10 (the Bonne Terre
Industrial Lead) in Bonne Terre, St.
Francois County, MO. The line traverses
United States Postal Service Zip Code
63628.

UP has certified that: (1) No local
traffic has moved over the line for at
least 2 years; (2) there is no overhead
traffic on the line; (3) no formal
complaint filed by a user of rail service
on the line (or by a state or local
government entity acting on behalf of
such user) regarding cessation of service
over the line either is pending with the
Surface Transportation Board (Board) or
with any U.S. District Court or has been
decided in favor of complainant within
the 2-year period; and (4) the
requirements at 49 CFR 1105.7
(environmental reports), 49 CFR 1105.8
(historic reports), 49 CFR 1105.11
(transmittal letter), 49 CFR 1105.12
(newspaper publication), and 49 CFR
1152.50(d)(1) (notice to governmental
agencies) have been met.

As a condition to this exemption, any
employee adversely affected by the
abandonment shall be protected under
Oregon Short Line R. Co.—
Abandonment—Goshen, 360 I.C.C. 91
(1979). To address whether this
condition adequately protects affected
employees, a petition for partial
revocation under 49 U.S.C. 10502(d)
must be filed.

Provided no formal expression of
intent to file an offer of financial
assistance (OFA) has been received, this
exemption will be effective on January
20, 2001, unless stayed pending
reconsideration. Petitions to stay that do
not involve environmental issues,1
formal expressions of intent to file an
OFA under 49 CFR 1152.27(c)(2),2 and
trail use/rail banking requests under 49
CFR 1152.29 must be filed by January 2,
2001. Petitions to reopen or requests for
public use conditions under 49 CFR
1152.28 must be filed by January 10,
2001, with: Surface Transportation
Board, Office of Secretary, Case Control
Unit, 1925 K Street, NW., Washington,
DC 20423.

A copy of any petition filed with the
Board should be sent to applicant’s
representative: James P. Gatlin, Union

Pacific Railroad Company, 1416 Dodge
Street, Room 830, Omaha, NE 68179.

If the verified notice contains false or
misleading information, the exemption
is void ab initio.

UP has filed an environmental report
which addresses the abandonment’s
effects, if any, on the environment and
historic resources. The Section of
Environmental Analysis (SEA) will
issue an environmental assessment (EA)
by December 26, 2000.

Interested persons may obtain a copy
of the EA by writing to SEA (Room 500,
Surface Transportation Board,
Washington, DC 20423) or by calling
SEA, at (202) 565–1545. Comments on
environmental and historic preservation
matters must be filed within 15 days
after the EA becomes available to the
public.

Environmental, historic preservation,
public use, or trail use/rail banking
conditions will be imposed, where
appropriate, in a subsequent decision.

Pursuant to the provisions of 49 CFR
1152.29(e)(2), UP shall file a notice of
consummation with the Board to signify
that it has exercised the authority
granted and fully abandoned the line. If
consummation has not been effected by
UP’s filing of a notice of consummation
by December 21, 2001, and there are no
legal or regulatory barriers to
consummation, the authority will
automatically expire.

Board decisions and notices are
available on our website at
‘‘WWW.STB.DOT.GOV.’’

Decided: December 8, 2000.
By the Board, David M. Konschnik,

Director, Office of Proceedings.
Vernon A. Williams,
Secretary.
[FR Doc. 00–31909 Filed 12–20–00; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4915–00–P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Surface Transportation Board

[STB Docket No. AB–277 (Sub-No. 1X)]

West Virginia Northern Railroad
Company—Abandonment Exemption—
in Preston County, WV

West Virginia Northern Railroad
Company (WVN) has filed a notice of
exemption under 49 CFR 1152 Subpart
F—Exempt Abandonments to abandon
its entire line of railroad between
milepost 0.0 in Tunnelton and the end
of the line at milepost 10.13 near
Kingwood, in Preston County, WV, a
distance of 10.13 miles. The line
traverses United States Postal Service
Zip Codes 26444 and 26537.
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1 The Board will grant a stay if an informed
decision on environmental issues (whether raised
by a party or by the Board’s Section of
Environmental Analysis in its independent
investigation) cannot be made before the
exemption’s effective date. See Exemption of Out-
of-Service Rail Lines, 5 I.C.C.2d 377 (1989). Any
request for a stay should be filed as soon as possible
so that the Board may take appropriate action before
the exemption’s effective date.

2 Each offer of financial assistance must be
accompanied by the filing fee, which currently is
set at $1000. See 49 CFR 1002.2(f)(25).

WVN has certified that: (1) No local
traffic has moved over the line for at
least 2 years; (2) any overhead traffic
can be rerouted over other lines; (3) no
formal complaint filed by a user of rail
service on the line (or by a state or local
government entity acting on behalf of
such user) regarding cessation of service
over the line either is pending with the
Surface Transportation Board (Board) or
with any U.S. District Court or has been
decided in favor of complainant within
the 2-year period; and (4) the
requirements at 49 CFR 1105.7
(environmental reports), 49 CFR 1105.8
(historic reports), 49 CFR 1105.11
(transmittal letter), 49 CFR 1105.12
(newspaper publication), and 49 CFR
1152.50(d)(1) (notice to governmental
agencies) have been met.

Where, as here, the carrier is
abandoning its entire line, the Board
does not normally impose labor
protection under 49 U.S.C. 10505(g)
unless the evidence indicates the
existence of a corporate affiliate that
will: (1) Continue rail operations; or (2)
realize significant benefits in addition to
being relieved of the burden of deficit
operations by its affiliated railroad. See
T and P Railway—Abandonment—in
Shawnee, Jefferson and Atchison
Counties, KS, Docket No. AB–381, et al.
(ICC served Apr. 27, 1993). Because
these conditions do not appear to exist
here, employee protection conditions
will not be imposed.

Provided no formal expression of
intent to file an offer of financial
assistance (OFA) has been received, this
exemption will be effective on January
20, 2001, unless stayed pending
reconsideration. Petitions to stay that do
not involve environmental issues,1
formal expressions of intent to file an
OFA under 49 CFR 1152.27(c)(2),2 and
trail use/rail banking requests under 49
CFR 1152.29 must be filed by January 2,
2001. Petitions to reopen or requests for
public use conditions under 49 CFR
1152.28 must be filed by January 10,
2001, with: Surface Transportation
Board, Office of the Secretary, Case
Control Unit, 1925 K Street, NW.,
Washington, DC 20423.

A copy of any petition filed with the
Board should be sent to applicant’s

representative: Fritz R. Kahn, 1920 N
Street, NW. (8th Floor), Washington, DC
20036–1601.

If the verified notice contains false or
misleading information, the exemption
is void ab initio.

WVN has filed an environmental
report which addresses the effects, if
any, of the abandonment on the
environment and historic resources. The
Section of Environmental Analysis
(SEA) will issue an environmental
assessment (EA) by December 26, 2000.
Interested persons may obtain a copy of
the EA by writing to SEA (Room 500,
Surface Transportation Board,
Washington, DC 20423) or by calling
SEA, at (202) 565–1545. Comments on
environmental and historic preservation
matters must be filed within 15 days
after the EA becomes available to the
public.

Environmental, historic preservation,
public use, or trail use/rail banking
conditions will be imposed, where
appropriate, in a subsequent decision.

Pursuant to the provisions of 49 CFR
1152.29(e)(2), WVN shall file a notice of
consummation with the Board to signify
that it has exercised the authority
granted and fully abandoned its line. If
consummation has not been effected by
WVN’s filing of a notice of
consummation by December 21, 2001,
and there are no legal or regulatory
barriers to consummation, the authority
to abandon will automatically expire.

Board decisions and notices are
available on our website at
‘‘WWW.STB.DOT.GOV.’’

Decided: December 8, 2000.
By the Board, David M. Konschnik,

Director, Office of Proceedings.
Vernon A. Williams,
Secretary.
[FR Doc. 00–31908 Filed 12–20–00; 8:45 am]
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Reports, Forms and Recordkeeping
Requirements Activity Under OMB
Review; Airline Service Quality
Performance

AGENCY: Bureau of Transportation
Statistics (BTS), DOT.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: In compliance with the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 (44
U.S.C. 3501 et seq.), this notice
announces that the Information
Collection Request (ICR) abstracted
below has been forwarded to the Office
of Management and Budget (OMB) for

extension of currently approved
collections. The ICR describes the
nature of the information collection and
its expected burden. The Federal
Register Notice with a 60-day comment
period soliciting comments on the
following collection of information was
published on September 22, 2000 (65 FR
vol. 185, page 57426).
DATES: Written comments should be
submitted by January 22, 2001.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Bernie Stankus, Office of Airline
Information, K–25, Room 4125, Bureau
of Transportation Statistics, 400 Seventh
Street, SW., Washington, DC 20590–
0001, Telephone Number (202) 366–
4387, Fax Number (202) 366–3383 or
EMAIL bernard.stankus@bts.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Bureau of Transportation Statistics
(BTS)

Title: Report of Passengers Denied
Confirmed Space.

Type of Request: Extension of a
currently approved collection.

OMB Control Number: 2138–0018.
Forms: BTS Form 251.
Affected Public: U.S. and foreign air

carriers that provide scheduled
passenger service.

Abstract: BTS Form 251 is a one-page
report on the number of passengers
denied boarding voluntarily and
involuntarily, whether the bumped
passengers were provided alternate
transportation and/or compensation,
and the amount of the payment. U.S.
and foreign air carriers that operate
scheduled passenger service with large
aircraft (over 60 seats) must submit
Form 251. However, carriers do not
report data from inbound international
flights because the protections of Part
250 Oversales do not apply to these
flights. The report allows the
Department to monitor the effectiveness
of its oversales rule and take
enforcement action when necessary.
The involuntary denied-boarding rate
has decreased over the years from 4.38
per 10,000 passengers in 1980 to 1.15
for the nine months ended September
2000. The improvement has been made
in a period when load factors and
passenger enplanements have risen.
These statistics demonstrate the
effectiveness of the ‘volunteer
provision’. The publishing of the air
carriers’ individual denied boarding
rates has negated the need for more
intrusive regulation. The rate of denied
boarding can be examined as a
continuing fitness factor. This rate
provides an insight into a carrier’s
policy of treating passengers and its
compliance disposition. A rapid
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