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electronic version of this document and
all documents entered into this docket
is available on the World Wide Web at
http://dms.dot.gov.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT.:
Gordon Angell, U.S. Department of
Transportation, Maritime
Administration, MAR-832 Room 7201,
400 Seventh Street, SW., Washington,
DC 20590. Telephone 202-366-5129.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Title V of
Pub. L. 105-383 provides authority to
the Secretary of Transportation to
administratively waive the U.S.-build
requirements of the Jones Act, and other
statutes, for small commercial passenger
vessels (no more than 12 passengers).
This authority has been delegated to the
Maritime Administration per 49 CFR
1.66, Delegations to the Maritime
Administrator, as amended. By this
notice, MARAD is publishing
information on a vessel for which a
request for a U.S.-build waiver has been
received, and for which MARAD
requests comments from interested
parties. Comments should refer to the
docket number of this notice and the
vessel name in order for MARAD to
properly consider the comments.
Comments should also state the
commenter’s interest in the waiver
application, and address the waiver
criteria given in § 388.4 of MARAD’S
regulations at 46 CFR part 388.

Vessel Proposed for Waiver of the U.S.-
Build Requirement

(1) Name of vessel and owner for
which waiver is requested.

Name of vessel: REFLECTION.
Owner: Gary and Roxanna Wagner
D.B.A. Blue Heron Charters, Inc., a New
York Corporation.

(2) Size, capacity and tonnage of
vessel. According to the applicant:
“REFLECTION is a cutter rig sailboat.
44'5" LOA, 35'4" LWL, 13' Beam, 6'
draft, Displacement 23,400 lbs. With a
keel of 10,300 1bs.”

(3) Intended use for vessel, including
geographic region of intended operation
and trade. According to the applicant:
“We intend to engage in day and
overnight charters of 6 passengers or
less (OUPV). These will be of the “Black
Tie” Day Sail and Custom overnight
charters in the Coastal waters of the
Northeast US.”

(4) Date and Place of construction and
(if applicable) rebuilding. Date of
construction: 1976. Place of
construction: Oakhill, Ontario.

(5) A statement on the impact this
waiver will have on other commercial
passenger vessel operators. According to
the applicant: “Sailing vessel
REFLECTION will have negligible

impact on activities in the Northeast as
our intention is to provide service for 6
passengers or less as a day sail activity
in the New Jersey/New York area waters
and as an overnight “Black Tie”” custom
charters for 4 or less passengers. This
activity will take place probably no
more than four (4) or five (5) times per
month. To our knowledge there is no
sailing vessel making these cruises out
of the Atlantic Highlands, New Jersey
area. We have found only one (1)
making day sails out of a New York City
Harbor. Our intention is to sail out of a
New Jersey location. We have found no
OUPYV charters running out of the Long
Island Sound area sailing toward the
Block Island waters. We have found no
OUPYV charters running out of the New
Jersey area sailing toward the Cape May
waters. We feel that the impact of our
activities is of minimal or negligible
impact to any activities currently in
service in the Northeast waters of the
u.s.”

(6) A statement on the impact this
waiver will have on U.S. shipyards.
According to the applicant: “Sailing
vessel REFLECTION will be serviced by
small boatworks in the northeast.
Current plans are to continue with
relationships currently established with
the Brewer Yards in Glen Cove, New
York; Carriage House in Seabright, NJ;
Marine Engine Service in New Jersey;
and Bock Marina in Beaufort, North
Carolina. These yards permit us to work
on systems ourselves and where our
expertise is ‘“‘short” provide professional
experts in a variety of boat maintenance
and service disciplines. We feel that our
impact will be minimal but of a positive
nature as these yards (and others we
will use as the occasion arises) use U.S.
domestic labor and certified service
providers.”

Dated: December 12, 2000.

By Order of the Maritime Administrator.
Joel C. Richard,

Secretary, Maritime Administration.
[FR Doc. 00-32010 Filed 12—-14-00; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910-81-P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Maritime Administration
[Docket Number: MARAD-2000-8520]

Requested Administrative Waiver of
the Coastwise Trade Laws

AGENCY: Maritime Administration,
Department of Transportation.

ACTION: Invitation for public comments
on a requested administrative waiver of
the Coastwise Trade Laws for the vessel
SEASCAPE.

SUMMARY: As authorized by Pub. L. 105—
383, the Secretary of Transportation, as
represented by the Maritime
Administration (MARAD), is authorized
to grant waivers of the U.S.-build
requirement of the coastwise laws under
certain circumstances. A request for
such a waiver has been received by
MARAD. The vessel, and a description
of the proposed service, is listed below.
Interested parties may comment on the
effect this action may have on U.S.
vessel builders or businesses in the U.S.
that use U.S.-flag vessels. If MARAD
determines that in accordance with Pub.
L. 105-383 and MARAD’s regulations at
46 CFR part 388 (65 FR 6905; February
11, 2000) that the issuance of the waiver
will have an unduly adverse effect on a
U.S.-vessel builder or a business that
uses U.S.-flag vessels, a waiver will not
be granted.

DATES: Submit comments on or before
January 16, 2001.

ADDRESSES: Comments should refer to
docket number MARAD-2000-8520.
Written comments may be submitted by
hand or by mail to the Docket Clerk,
U.S. DOT Dockets, Room PL—401,
Department of Transportation, 400 7th
St., S.W., Washington, D.C. 20590-0001.
You may also send comments
electronically via the Internet at http://
dmses.dot.gov/submit/. All comments
will become part of this docket and will
be available for inspection and copying
at the above address between 10 a.m.
and 5 p.m., E.T., Monday through
Friday, except federal holidays. An
electronic version of this document and
all documents entered into this docket
is available on the World Wide Web at
http://dms.dot.gov.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Gordon Angell, U.S. Department of
Transportation, Maritime
Administration, MAR-832 Room 7201,
400 Seventh Street, SW., Washington,
DC 20590. Telephone 202—-366-5129.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Title V of
Pub. L. 105-383 provides authority to
the Secretary of Transportation to
administratively waive the U.S.-build
requirements of the Jones Act, and other
statutes, for small commercial passenger
vessels (no more than 12 passengers).
This authority has been delegated to the
Maritime Administration per 49 CFR
§1.66, Delegations to the Maritime
Administrator, as amended. By this
notice, MARAD is publishing
information on a vessel for which a
request for a U.S.-build waiver has been
received, and for which MARAD
requests comments from interested
parties. Comments should refer to the
docket number of this notice and the
vessel name in order for MARAD to
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properly consider the comments.
Comments should also state the
commenter’s interest in the waiver
application, and address the waiver
criteria given in § 388.4 of MARAD’S
regulations at 46 CFR part 388.

Vessel Proposed for Waiver of the U.S.-
Build Requirement

(1) Name of vessel and owner for
which waiver is requested. Name of
vessel: SEASCAPE. Owner: Darryl and
Cindy Aken.

(2) Size, capacity and tonnage of
vessel. According to the applicant: ““52
Feet, Capacity: 12 Persons, Tonnage:
25.”

(3) Intended use for vessel, including
geographic region of intended operation
and trade. According to the applicant: “I
plan to charter the SEASCAPE for short
periods for Harbor cruises in Marina del
Rey and corporate sightseeing cruises.
The geographic limits within which I
will operate are in the Pacific Ocean
from Santa Barbara to Newport Beach,
CA and out to the Channel Islands and
Catalina Island.”

(4) Date and Place of construction and
(if applicable) rebuilding. Date of
construction: 1990. Place of
construction: Taiwan.

(5) A statement on the impact this
waiver will have on other commercial
passenger vessel operators. According to
the applicant: “Most of the commercial
passenger vessels operating in the
geographic area referred to in item 8 are
large, with capacities from 50 to 500
passengers. I do not believe I will have
any impact on them. I, in fact, will
provide to smaller parties similar
experiences to the larger groups.”

(6) A statement on the impact this
waiver will have on U.S. shipyards.
According to the applicant: “I do not
believe the operation of my vessel will
have any impact on U.S. shipyards.”

Dated: December 12, 2000.

By Order of the Maritime Administrator.
Joel C. Richard,
Secretary, Maritime Administration.
[FR Doc. 00-32011 Filed 12—14-00; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910-81-P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration

[Docket No. NHTSA 2000-8461; Notice 1]

Continental General Tire, Inc., Receipt
of Application for Decision of
Inconsequential Noncompliance

Continental General Tire, Inc.,
(Continental) has determined that

approximately 3,187 P255/70R16
Ameri*660 AS passenger car tires do
not meet the labeling requirements
mandated by Federal Motor Vehicle
Safety Standard (FMVSS) No. 109,
“New Pneumatic Tires.” FMVSS No.
109 requires that each tire shall have
permanently molded into or onto both
sidewalls the actual number of plies in
the sidewall, and the actual number of
plies in the tread area if different.
(S4.3(e)).

Pursuant to 49 U.S.C. 30118(d) and
30120(h), Continental has petitioned for
a determination that this
noncompliance is inconsequential to
motor vehicle safety and has filed an
appropriate report pursuant to 49 CFR
Part 573, “Defect and Noncompliance
Reports.”

This notice of receipt of an
application is published under 49
U.S.C. 30118 and 30120 and does not
represent any agency decision or other
exercise of judgment concerning the
merits of the application.

The noncompliance with S4.3(e)
relates to the mold number. Mold
number 33460 ran for the production
period of June 14, 2000 through July 29,
2000 with an incorrect sideplate on the
bottom sidewall. This sideplate was not
changed from a previous production run
in which the construction was different.
The stamping at the rim line read:
“Tread 6 plies—2 Steel + 2 Polyester +
2 Nylon.” It should have read: “Tread
4 Plies—2 Steel + 2 Polyester.”

The manufacturer also said that “A
second item should be included, which
is not part of the FMVSS 109
requirement, but is considered a
labeling inconsistency. The load index/
speed rating stamping located on the
bottom sidewall at both upper sidewall
and rim line reads 109H should be
109S.”

The P255/70R16 General Ameri*660
AS primarily is supplied to General
Motors (GM) for original equipment
pick up truck application.

Continental states that all molded
labeling items on the LW outboard
(customer) sidewall are correct and that
a label showing correct identification is
affixed to the tread. The customer
would be sold the product for designed
usage and the incorrect information
would be on the inboard (non-customer)
sidewall.

This situation has been reviewed with
representatives of GM and they have
indicated their support of registering
this problem as an inconsequential
noncompliance. Continental believes
that there is no safety-related issue with
respect to this equipment.

Interested persons are invited to
submit written data, views, and

arguments on the application described
above. Comments should refer to the
docket number and be submitted to:
U.S. Department of Transportation,
Docket Management, Room PL—401, 400
Seventh Street, SW, Washington, DC
20590. It is requested that two copies be
submitted.

All comments received before the
close of business on the closing date
indicated below will be considered. The
application and supporting materials,
and all comments received after the
closing date, will also be filed and will
be considered to the extent possible.
When the application is granted or
denied, the notice will be published in
the Federal Register pursuant to the
authority indicated below. Comment
closing date: January 16, 2001.

(49 U.S.C. 301118, 301120; delegations of

authority at 49 CFR 1.50 and 501.8)
Issued on: December 11, 2000.

Stephen R. Kratzke,

Associate Administrator for Safety
Performance Standards.

[FR Doc. 00-31977 Filed 12—14—00; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910-59-P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Surface Transportation Board
[STB Finance Docket No. 33968]

Safe Handling Rail, Inc.—Operation
Exemption—Maine Coast Railroad
Corporation, Maine Central Railroad
Company, Springfield Terminal
Railway Company, and State of Maine
Department of Transportation

Safe Handling Rail, Inc. (SHR), a
noncarrier, has filed a verified notice of
exemption under 49 CFR 1150.31 to
acquire, by assignment, the operating
rights of Maine Coast Railroad
Corporation (MECO) over approximately
5.76 route miles of rail line in Rockland,
Sagadahoc County, ME (subject line),
between milepost 28.03 (Church Road)
and milepost 33.79 (Hardings).! In
addition, SHR also will acquire MECO'’s
incidental overhead trackage rights on
the rail line between milepost 27.5 and
milepost 33.79 (trackage rights).2 The
State of Maine Department of

1MECO acquired the authority to operate the
subject line in Maine Coast Railroad Corporation—
Operation Exemption—Maine Central Railroad
Company and Springfield Terminal Railway
Company, Finance Docket No. 32272 (ICC served
June 21, 1993).

2MECO was granted trackage rights by Maine
Central Railroad Corporation (MEC) and Springfield
Terminal Railway Company (STR) in Maine Coast
Railroad Corporation—Trackage Rights
Exemption—Maine Central Railroad Company and
Springfield Terminal Railway Company, Finance
Docket No. 31768 (ICC served Nov. 26, 1990).
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