
56859Federal Register / Vol. 65, No. 183 / Wednesday, September 20, 2000 / Proposed Rules

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

A. Background

This rule proposes to amend the
policy at DFARS 213.301 to permit
contracting officers supporting a
contingency operation, as defined in 10
U.S.C. 101(a)(13), or a humanitarian or
peacekeeping operation, as defined in
10 U.S.C. 2302(8), to use the
Governmentwide commercial purchase
card on a stand-alone basis for
purchases valued at or below the
simplified acquisition threshold. In
accordance with FAR 2.101, the
simplified acquisition threshold for
contingency, humanitarian, or
peacekeeping operations is $200,000.

Use of the purchase card at the
$200,000 threshold would be subject to
the existing conditions at DFARS
213.301 and the following additional
conditions: (1) The supplies or services
must be immediately available; and (2)
Only one delivery and one payment will
be made. These additional conditions
are similar to those placed on
contingency contracting officers using
the Standard Form 44, Purchase Order-
Invoice-Voucher, in accordance with
FAR 13.306 and DFARS 213.306.

This rule was not subject to Office of
Management and Budget review under
Executive Order 12866, dated
September 30, 1993.

B. Regulatory Flexibility Act

The proposed rule is not expected to
have a significant economic impact on
a substantial number of small entities
within the meaning of the Regulatory
Flexibility Act, 5 U.S.C. 601, et seq.,
because the rule applies only to
purchases that are made outside the
United States for use outside the United
States in support of contingency,
humanitarian, or peacekeeping
operations. Therefore, DoD has not
performed an initial regulatory
flexibility analysis. DoD invites
comments from small businesses and
other interested parties. DoD also will
consider comments from small entities
concerning the affected DFARS subpart
in accordance with 5 U.S.C. 610. Such
comments should be submitted
separately and should cite DFARS Case
2000–D019.

C. Paperwork Reduction Act

The Paperwork Reduction Act does
not apply because the rule does not
impose any information collection
requirements that require the approval
of the Office of Management and Budget
under 44 U.S.C. 3501, et seq.

List of Subjects in 48 CFR Part 213

Government procurement.

Michele P. Peterson,
Executive Editor, Defense Acquisition
Regulations Council.

Therefore, DoD proposes to amend 48
CFR Part 213 as follows:

1. The authority citation for 48 CFR
Part 213 continues to read as follows:

Authority: 41 U.S.C. 421 and 48 CFR
Chapter 1.

PART 213—SIMPLIFIED ACQUISITION
PROCEDURES

2. Section 213.301 is amended by
adding paragraph (3) to read as follows:

213.301 Governmentwide commercial
purchase card.

* * * * *
(3) A contracting officer supporting a

contingency operation as defined in 10
U.S.C. 101(a)(13) or a humanitarian or
peacekeeping operation as defined in 10
U.S.C. 2302(8) also may use the
Governmentwide commercial purchase
card to make a purchase that exceeds
the micro-purchase threshold but does
not exceed the simplified acquisition
threshold, if—

(i) The supplies or services being
purchased are immediately available;

(ii) One delivery and one payment
will be made; and

(iii) The requirements of paragraphs
(2)(i) and (ii) of this section are met.
[FR Doc. 00–24140 Filed 9–19–00; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 5000–04–M

NATIONAL AERONAUTICS AND
SPACE ADMINISTRATION

48 CFR Part 1811

Priorities and Allocations

AGENCY: National Aeronautics and
Space Administration (NASA)
ACTION: Proposed Rule.

SUMMARY: This is a proposed rule
amending the NASA FAR Supplement
(NFS) to specify that use of a priority
rating under the Defense Priorities and
Allocations System (DPAS) regulation is
not required unless the acquisition is in
one of the Schedule L categories of the
DPAS.
DATES: Comments should be submitted
on or before November 20, 2000.
ADDRESSES: Interested parties should
submit written comments to James H.
Dolvin, NASA Headquarters, Office of
Procurement, Contract Management
Division (Code HK), Washington, DC
20546. Comments may also be

submitted by e-mail to:
jdolvin1@mail.hq.nasa.gov.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
James H. Dolvin, Code HK, (202) 358–
1279, jdolvin1@mail.hq.nasa.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

A. Background
The Defense Priorities and

Allocations System is a Department of
Commerce program which supports
certain authorized national defense
programs by requiring that contractors
give priority treatment to contracts
which have priority ratings. NFS
Subpart 1811.6 currently requires that
most NASA contractual actions receive
a priority rating under the Defense
Priorities and Allocations System
(DPAS) regulation (15 CFR 700). The
present NFS requirement is being
changed to provide that NASA
acquisition actions will be rated only if
they are in one of the categories in
DPAS Schedule L.

B. Regulatory Flexibility Act
NASA certifies that this proposed rule

will not have a significant economic
impact on a substantial number of small
business entities within the meaning of
the Regulatory Flexibility Act (5 USC
601, et seq.), because it does not impose
any new requirements on offerors or
contractors.

C. Paperwork Reduction Act
The Paperwork Reduction Act does

not apply because the changes to the
NFS do not impose any recordkeeping
or information collection requirements,
or collection of information from
offerors, contractors, or members of the
public that require the approval of the
Office of Management and Budget under
44 USC 3501, et seq.

List of Subjects in 48 CFR Part 1811
Government procurement.

Tom Luedtke,
Associate Administrator for Procurement.

Accordingly, 48 CFR Part 1811 is
proposed to be amended as follows:

1. The authority citation for 48 CFR
part 1811 continues to read as follows:

Authority: 42 U.S.C. 2473(c)(1).

PART 1811—DESCRIBING AGENCY
NEEDS

2. Subpart 1811.6 is revised to read as
follows:

Subpart 1811.6 —Priorities and
Allocations

1811.603 Procedures.
(e)(i) Priority ratings are assigned on

individual contracts and purchase
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orders by the contracting officer. The
following priority ratings may be used
on NASA contracts and purchase orders
for equipment and services that support
authorized programs (see Schedule L of
the DPAS):

A1—Aircraft
A2—Missiles
A3—Ships
A5—Weapons
A6—Ammunition
A7—Electronic and Communications

Equipment
B1—Military Building Supplies
B8—Production Equipment (For

Contractor’s Account)
B9—Production Equipment

(Government-Owned)
C2—Construction
C3—Maintenance, Repair, and

Operating Supplies for Facilities
C9—Miscellaneous/Other

(ii) Priority ratings will not be issued
for the following:

(A) Items ordered or requisitioned
from the GSA Federal Supply Service.

(B) Items for plant improvement,
expansion, or construction, unless they
will be physically incorporated into a
construction project covered by a rated
order, or unless NASA has obtained
specific priority rating authority.

(C) Production or construction
equipment or items to be used for the
manufacture of production equipment,
unless NASA has obtained specific
priority rating authority.

(D) Items falling under the
jurisdiction of agencies other than
NASA’s Delegate Agency. These are:
petroleum, gas, solid fuel, electric
power, and all other forms of energy;
food; civil transportation and the
movement of persons and property by
all modes; minerals; water; housing
facilities; health facilities; radio-
isotopes, stable isotopes, source material
and special nuclear material produced
in Government-owned plants or
facilities operated by or for the
Department of Energy; communication
services; copper raw materials; crushed
stone; gravel; sand; scrap; slag; central
steam heat; and waste paper.

(iii) NASA rated orders may only be
assigned a DO rating, unless NASA has
obtained a DX rating from the
Department of Defense.

(g) Installation requests for assistance
shall be directed to the Headquarters
Office of Procurement (Code HK).
[FR Doc. 00–24178 Filed 9–19–00; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 7510–01–P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

50 CFR Part 679

[Docket No. 000905252-0252-01;
I.D.080700D]

RIN 0648-AN98

Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic
Zone Off Alaska; Prohibited Species
Donation Program

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.
ACTION: Proposed rule; request for
comments.

SUMMARY: NMFS is proposing to
permanently extend the temporary
regulations that establish and govern the
voluntary Pacific halibut donation
program. Under this program, Pacific
halibut that is taken incidentally in
groundfish trawl fisheries off Alaska
may be donated for consumption by
economically disadvantaged individuals
rather than discarded, as normally
required. This action is necessary to
promote the goals and objectives of the
Fishery Management Plan for the
Groundfish Fishery of the Bering Sea
and Aleutian Islands Area and the
Fishery Management Plan for
Groundfish of the Gulf of Alaska
(FMPs). The intended effect of this
action is to reduce the amount of
regulatory discards in the groundfish
fisheries.
DATES: Comments must be received by
October 5, 2000.
ADDRESSES: Send comments to Susan
Salveson, Assistant Administrator for
Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Alaska
Region, P.O. Box 21668, Juneau, AK
99802, Attn: Lori Gravel, or delivered to
Federal Building, Fourth Floor, 709
West 9th Street, Juneau, AK, and
marked Attn: Lori Gravel. Comments
will not be accepted if submitted via e-
mail or the Internet. Copies of the draft
Environmental Assessment/Regulatory
Impact Review prepared for this action
may be obtained from the same address
or by calling the Alaska Region, NMFS,
at 907-586-7228. Send comments on
collection-of-information requirements
to NMFS, Alaska Region at the address
given here and to the Office of
Information and Regulatory Affairs
(OIRA), Office of Management and
Budget (OMB), Washington, DC 20503
(Attn: NOAA Desk Officer). Send
comment on any ambiguity or
unnecessary complexity arising from the

language used in this proposed rule to
the Regional Administrator, Alaska
Region, P.O. Box 21668, Juneau, AK
99802.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Susan Salveson, 907-586-7228.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: NMFS
manages the domestic groundfish
fisheries in the exclusive economic zone
off Alaska pursuant to the Alaska
groundfish FMPs. The North Pacific
Fishery Management Council (Council)
prepared the FMPs, and NMFS
approved them, in accordance with the
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act
(Magnuson-Stevens Act). Regulations
governing the Alaska groundfish
fisheries appear at 50 CFR parts 600 and
679. Fishing for Pacific halibut in waters
in and off Alaska is governed by the
Convention between the United States
and Canada for the Preservation of the
Halibut Fishery of the North Pacific
Ocean and Bering Sea and by
regulations adopted by the International
Pacific Halibut Commission (IPHC) and
approved by the Secretary of State of the
United States pursuant to section 4 of
the Northern Pacific Halibut Act (16
U.S.C. 773-773k). Regulations of the
IPHC are published as annual
management measures in the Federal
Register each year pursuant to
regulations at 50 CFR 300.62.

The Prohibited Species Donation
(PSD) program regulations at § 679.26
include provisions for the voluntary
donation of halibut taken as bycatch in
the groundfish trawl fisheries that are
delivered dead by trawl catcher vessels
to shoreside processors for distribution
by tax-exempt organizations for
consumption by economically
disadvantaged individuals.

The groundfish trawl vessels are not
allocated any directed fishery quota for
halibut and must discard all halibut.
Many trawl vessels discard halibut at
sea; some portion of which is alive.
However, many trawl vessels, for
practical reasons, cannot sort their catch
at sea and catch remains unsorted until
it is offloaded at a shoreside processor.
Because of this process of shoreside
sorting, halibut are ‘landed’ dead. This
action would not affect the halibut
resource because the groundfish
fisheries are restricted by halibut
bycatch mortality limits that require
closure of specified fisheries when a
limit has been reached. In 1998 and
1999, 21,196 lb (9,635 kg) and 6,190 lb
(2,814 kg) of eviscerated halibut were
donated through the PSD program,
respectively. NMFS estimates that the
halibut donation program provided
65,000 meals to economically
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