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proposed rule change. The text of these
statements may be examined at the
places specified in Item IV below. The
Exchange has prepared summaries, set
forth in sections A, B, and C below, of
the most significant aspects of such
statements.

A. Self-Regulatory Organization’s
Statement of the Purpose of, and
Statutory Basis for, the Proposed Rule
Change

1. Purpose

Under PCX’s Minor Rule Plan, Rule
10.13, a Floor Official and/or an Options
Order Book Official may issue a Floor
Citation to any member, member
organization or person associated with a
member or member organization when
it appears that a Minor Rule Plan
violation has occurred. The Exchange
seeks to amend Rule 10.13 to allow any
PCX Regulatory Staff designated by the
Exchange to have the ability to issue
such floor citations.

Currently under PCX Rule 10.4(a)
“Any standing committee designated by
the Board of Governors to review
disciplinary proceedings, and Exchange
Regulatory Staff designated by the
Exchange, has the authority to
determine whether there is probable
cause for finding that a violation within
the disciplinary jurisdiction of the
Exchange has occurred and that further
proceedings are warranted.” The
Exchange believes that amending the
Plan to grant any designated Exchange
Regulatory Staff the ability to issue
citations is consistent with the Act and
the PCX Rules. The Exchange notes that
the issuance of a floor citation does not
constitute a finding. Rather, similar to
other PCX disciplinary rules, a floor
citation merely serves to initiate an
investigation. Each floor citation issued
will continue to be reviewed by
Exchange Surveillance Staff for
accuracy and validity. The Exchange
believes that this will allow the
Regulatory Staff the ability to effectively
and efficiently monitor trading crowds
and floor trading activity. The Exchange
notes that this rule amendment in no
way changes PCX Rule 10.14,
“Summary Sanction Procedure.”

2. Basis

The Exchange believes that the
proposed rule change is consistent with
Section 6(b) ¢ of the Act, in general, and
furthers the objectives of Section
6(b)(5) 7, in particular, in that it is
designed to promote just and equitable
principles of trade.

615 U.S.C. 78f(b).
715 U.S.C. 78f(b)(5).

B. Self-Regulatory Organization’s
Statement on Burden on Competition

The Exchange does not believe that
the proposed rule change will impose
any burden on competition.

C. Self-Regulatory Organization’s
Statement on Comments on the
Proposed Rule Change Received From
Members, Participants, or Others

Written comments on the proposed
rule change were neither solicited nor
received.

I1I. Date of Effectiveness of the
Proposed Rule Change and Timing for
Commission Action

The foregoing rule change has become
effective pursuant to Section 19(b)(3) 8
of the Act and subparagraph (f)(3) of
Rule 19b—4 ° under the Act because it is
concerned solely with the
administration of the Exchange. At any
time within 60 days of the filing of such
proposed rule change, the Commission
may summarily abrogate such rule
change if it appears to the Commission
that such action is necessary or
appropriate in the public interest, for
the protection of investors, or otherwise
in furtherance of the purposes of the
Act.

IV. Solicitation of Comments

Interested persons are invited to
submit written data, views and
arguments concerning the foregoing.
Persons making written submissions
should file six copies thereof with the
Secretary, Securities and Exchange
Commission, 450 Fifth Street, NW.,
Washington, DC 20549-0609. Copies of
the submission, all subsequent
amendments, all written
communications relating to the
proposed rule change between the
Commission and any person, other than
those that may be withheld from the
public in accordance with the
provisions of 5 U.S.C. 552,will be
available for inspection and copying in
the Commission’s Public Reference
Room. Copies of such filing will also be
available for inspection and copying at
the principal office of the PCX. All
submissions should refer to File No.
SR-PCX-00-28 and should be
submitted by September 19, 2000.

815 U.S.C. 78s(b)(3).
917 CFR 240.19b—4(f)(3).

For the Commission, by the Division of
Market Regulation, pursuant to delegated
authority.10
Jonathan G. Katz,

Secretary.
[FR Doc. 00-21959 Filed 8-28-00; 8:45 am|]
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August 21, 2000.

Pursuant to section 19(b)(1) of the
Securities Exchange Act of 1934
(“Act”)® and Rule 19b—4 thereunder,?2
notice is hereby given that on August
10, 2000, the Pacific Exchange, Inc.
(“PCX” or “Exchange”) filed with the
Securities and Exchange Commission
(“Commission”) the proposed rule
change as described in Items I, IT and IIT
below, which Items have been prepared
by the Exchange. The Commission is
publishing this notice to solicit
comments on the proposed rule change
from interested persons.

I. Self-Regulatory Organization’s
Statement of the Terms of Substance of
the Proposed Rule Change

The Exchange is proposing to extend
its Automated Opening Rotations
(““AOR”) pilot program for one year,
until September 28, 2001.

II. Self-Regulatory Organization’s
Statement of the Purpose of, and
Statutory Basis for, the Proposed Rule
Change

In its filing with the Commission, the
Exchange included statements
concerning the purpose of and basis for
the proposed rule change and discussed
any comments it received on the
proposed rule change. The text of these
statements may be examined at the
places specified in Item IV below. The
Exchange has prepared summaries, set
forth in Sections A, B and C below, of
the most significant aspects of such
statements.

1017 CFR 200.20-3(a)(12).
115 U.S.C. 78s(b)(1).
217 CFR 240.19b—4.
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A. Self-Regulatory Organization’s
Statement of the Purpose of, and
Statutory Basis for, the Proposed Rule
Change

1. Purpose

On September 30, 1999, the
Commission approved a one-year pilot
program for the evaluation of the
Exchange’s AOR program.? The filing
was intended to establish a new
procedure to facilitate the execution of
options contracts orders at the opening
by providing an electronic means of
establishing a single price opening. In
its order the Commission stated that it
expected the Exchange to study the
issues related to the Commission’s
concerns during the pilot period and to
report back to the Commission at least
sixty days prior to seeking permanent
approval of AOR.

The Exchange is requesting a one-year
extension of the pilot program so that it
will have an opportunity to continue
reviewing and evaluating the program in
order to properly address the
Commission’s concerns before seeking
permanent approval. The Exchange
believes that this program is operating
successfully and without any problems,
and on that basis, the Exchange believes
that a one-year extension of the program
is warranted. At this time, the Exchange
is not seeking to modify the pilot
program.

2. Statutory Basis

The Exchange believes that the
proposed rule change is consistent with
section 6(b) # of the Act, in general, and
furthers the objectives of section
6(b)(5),5 in particular, in that it is
designed to promote just and equitable
principles of trade.

B. Self-Regulatory Organization’s
Statement on Burden on Competition

The Exchange does not believe that
the proposed rule change will impose
any burden on competition that is not
necessary or appropriate in furtherance
of the purposes of the Act.

C. Self-Regulatory Organization’s
Statement on Comments on the
Proposed Rule Change Received From
Members, Participants, or Others

The Exchange has neither solicited
nor received written comments on the
proposed rule change.

3 See Securities Exchange act Release 41970
(September 30, 1999), 64 FR 54713 (October 7,
1999).

415 U.S.C. 78f(b).

515 U.S.C. 78f(b)(5).

II1. Date of Effectiveness of the
Proposed Rule Change and Timing for
Commission Action

The foregoing rule change has become
effective pursuant to section 19(b)(3)(A)
of the Act® and Rule 19b—4(f)(6) 7
thereunder because the proposal: (1)
Does not significantly affect the
protection of investors or the public
interest; (2) does not impose any
significant burden on competition; and
(3) does not become operative prior to
30 days after the date of filing or such
shorter time as the Commission may
designate if consistent with the
protection of investors and the public
interest. In addition, the Exchange
provided the Commission with written
notice of its intent to file the proposed
rule change, along with a brief
description and text of the proposed
rule change, at least five business days
prior to the date of the filing of the
proposed rule change as required by
Rule 19b—4(f)(6).8 At any time within 60
days of the filing of such proposed rule
change, the Commission may summarily
abrogate such rule change if it appears
to the Commission that such action is
necessary or appropriate in the public
interest, for the protection of investors,
or otherwise in furtherance of the
purposes of the Act.

IV. Solicitation of Comments

Interested persons are invited to
submit written data, views and
arguments concerning the foregoing,
including whether the proposal is
consistent with the Act. Persons making
written submissions should file six
copies thereof with the Secretary,
Securities and Exchange Commission,
450 Fifth Street, NW., Washington, DC
20549-0609. Copies of the submission,
all subsequent amendments, all written
statements with respect to the proposed
rule change that are filed with the
Commission, and all written
communications relating to the
proposed rule change between the
Commission and any person, other than
those that may be withheld from the
public in accordance with the
provisions of 5 U.S.C. 552, will be
available for inspection and copying in
the Commission’s Public Reference
Room, 450 Fifth Street, NW.,
Washington, DC 20549. Copies of such
filing will also be available for
inspection and copying at the principal
office of the PCX. All submissions
should refer to File No. SR-PCX-00-26
and should be submitted by September
19, 2000.

615 U.S.C. 78s(b)(3)(A).
717 CFR 240.19-4(f)(6).
817 CFR 240.19b—4(4)(6).

For the Commission, by the Division of
Market Regulation, pursuant to delegated
authority.?

Margaret H. McFarland,

Deputy Secretary.

[FR Doc. 00—-21963 Filed 8—28-00; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 8010-01-M
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August 23, 2000.

Pursuant to section 19(b)(1) of the
Securities Exchange Act of 1934
(“Act”),? and Rule 19b—4 thereunder,?2
notice is hereby given that on July 24,
2000, the Philadelphia Stock Exchange,
Inc. (“Phlx” or “Exchange”) filed with
the Securities and Exchange
Commission (‘“‘Commission”’) the
proposed rule change as described in
Items I, II, and III below, which Items
have been prepared by the Exchange.
The Commission is publishing this
notice to solicit comments on the
proposed rule change from interested
persons.

I. Self-Regulatory Organization’s
Statement of the Terms of Substance of
the Proposed Rule Change

The Exchange proposes to adopt a
new transaction fee—an options
specialist “shortfall fee”—of $.35 per
contract, to be paid by the specialist
trading any Top 120 Option if at least
10 percent of the total national monthly
contract volume (“total volume”’) for
such Top 120 Option is not effected on
the Phlx in that month.

A Top 120 Option is defined by the
proposal as one of the 120 most actively
traded equity options in terms of the
total number of contracts in that option
that were traded nationally for a
specified month—based on volume
reflected by The Options Clearing
Corporation (“OCC”)—and which was
listed on the Phlx after January 1, 1997.3

At the end of each trading month, the
total number of contracts executed on

917 CFR 200.30-3(a)(12).

115 U.S.C. 78s(b)(1).

217 CFR 240.19b—4.

3 The Phlx intends to divide by two the total
volume amount reported by OCC, which reflects
both sides of an executed transaction, thus avoiding
one trade being counted twice for purposes of
determining overall volume.
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