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California 95814–2724, Telephone:
(916) 498–5020.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
FHWA, in cooperation with the
California Department of Transportation
(Caltrans), conducted studies of the
potential environmental impacts
associated with the proposed highway
project to bypass Sutter Creek and
Amador Cities on SR 49 in Amador
County, California. During the course of
conducting these studies and
coordinating with regulatory and
resource agencies, it was found that
many of the potential environmental
issues that led to issuing the Notice of
Intent were not significant. In addition,
changes to avoid to minimize potential
impacts identified in early scoping have
been made to the designs. The FHWA
has determined that the proposed
project is not likely to result in
significant impacts to the environment;
that an EA would be an appropriate
environmental document for the project;
and that the Notice of Intent (issued on
October 22, 1998, and available on the
Federal Register of November 2, 1998)
should be withdrawn.

The EA will be available for public
inspection prior to the public hearing.
Comments or questions concerning this
proposed action and the determination
an EA is the proper environmental
document should be directed to the
FHWA at the address provided above.
(Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance
Program Number 20.205, Highway
Research Planning and Construction.
The regulations implementing Executive
Order 12372 regarding
intergovernmental consultation on
federal programs and activities apply to
this program.)

Issued on; August 9, 2000.
Glenn Clinton,
Team Leader, Project Delivery Team—North
Sacramento, California.
[FR Doc. 00–21537 Filed 8–22–00; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910–13–M

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Highway Administration
(FHWA), and Federal Railroad
Administration (FRA), DOT

Rescission of Notice of Intent

SUMMARY: This notice rescinds the
previous notice of intent issued on
January 19, 1996, to prepare an
environmental impact statement for a
proposed high speed rail improvement
program between Portland, Oregon and
Vancouver, British Columbia.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Gary
S. Hughes, Federal Highway

Administration, Evergreen Plaza
Building, 711 South Capitol Way, Suite
501, Olympia, Washington 98501,
Telephone: (360) 753–9025; David
Valenstein, Federal Railroad
Administration, 1120 Vermont Avenue
NW., MS 20, Wahsington, DC 20590,
Telephone: (202) 493–6368; Mr. James
Slakey, Washington State Department of
Transportation, 310 Maple Park East
Olympia, Washington 98504,
Telephone: (360) 705–7920.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The notice
of intent to prepare an environmental
impact statement for the multi-phase
program plan to develop high-speed
intercity passenger service on the 366-
mile segment of the rail corridor
between Portland, Oregon and
Vancouver, British Columbia, was
published January 19, 1996. The
purpose of that EIS was to provide
background for the decision whether or
not to implement a comprehensive high-
speed passenger rail program in the
corridor, and to analyze the impacts of
proposed improvements needed to
implement Phase 1 of the program.

Since that date, the decision whether
or not to implement a comprehensive
high-speed rail program in the corridor
has been deferred. An Intercity
Passenger Rail Plan was developed for
Washington State 1998–2018, which
included an overview and analysis of
environmental resources and impacts.
That plan was deferred while several of
the improvements originally proposed
as Phase 1 of the rail plan have been
incorporated into the improvement
programs of other entities providing rail
service on the corridor. Further analysis
of the remaining four improvements
proposed as part of Phase 1 has
demonstrated that they have both
logical termini and independent utility
as stand-alone projects to improve
existing services. Therefore, each will be
developed independently with
appropriate environmental processes to
comply with the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).

(Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance
Program Number 20.205, Highway Research,
Planning and Construction. The regulations
implementing Executive Order 12372
regarding intergovernmental consultation of
federal programs and activities apply to this
program)

Issued on: July 27, 2000.
Gary S. Hughes,
Operations Team Leader, Federal Highway
Administration, Washington Division.
Mark E. Yachmetz,
Associate Administrator for Railroad
Development, Federal Railroad
Administration.
[FR Doc. 00–21428 Filed 8–22–00; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910–22–M

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Highway Administration

[FHWA Docket No. FHWA–2000–7646]

Implementation Guidance for the
National Historic Covered Bridge
Preservation Program

AGENCY: Federal Highway
Administration (FHWA), DOT.
ACTION: Notice; request for comments on
selection criteria for fiscal year (FY)
2001 and beyond.

SUMMARY: This document describes the
National Historic Covered Bridge
Preservation program (NHCBP) for FY
2000, and seeks comments from all
interested parties on the application and
selection criteria to be used by the
FHWA in future years in evaluating
candidates for historic covered bridge
preservation. A memorandum soliciting
candidate projects for preservation work
from State transportation agencies was
issued to FHWA division offices on June
5, 2000, and is attached to the end of
this notice.
DATES: Comments on the selection
criteria for NHCBPP funding for FY
2001 and beyond must be received on
or before October 10, 2000.
ADDRESSES: Your signed, written
comments on the bridge project
selection criteria for the NHCBP
program funding for FY 2001 and
beyond must refer to the docket number
appearing at the top of this document
and you must submit the comments to
the Docket Clerk, U.S. DOT Dockets,
Room PL–401, Seventh Street, SW.,
Washington D.C. 20590-0001 or submit
electronically at http://dmses.dot.gov/
submit. All comments received will be
available for examination at the above
address between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m., e.t.,
Monday through Friday, except Federal
holidays. Those desiring notification of
receipt of comments should include a
self addressed, stamped envelope or
postcard or print the acknowledgement
page that appears after submitting
comments electronically.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Ms.
Sheila Rimal Duwadi, Office of Bridge
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1 The National Register of Historic Places is the
official list of America’s districts, sites, buildings,
structures or objects that are significant in
American history, architecture, archeology,
engineering, and culture. The National Register is
administered by the Department of the Interior.

Technology, HIBT–30, (202) 366–4619;
or Mr. Bruce Eberle, Office of Human
Environment, HEPH–10, (202) 366–
2060; or Mr. Robert J. Black, Office of
the Chief Counsel, HCC–30, (202) 366–
1359; Federal Highway Administration,
400 Seventh Street SW., Washington DC
20590–0001. Office hours are from 7:45
a.m. to 4:15 p.m., e.t., Monday through
Friday, except Federal holidays.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Electronic Access and Filing
You may submit or retrieve online

through the Document Management
system (DMS) at: http://dmses.dot.gov/
submit. Acceptable formats include: MS
Word (versions 95 to 97), MS Word for
Mac (versions 6 to 8), Rich Text File
(RTF), American Standard Code
Information Interchange (ASCII)(TXT),
Portable Document Format (PDF), and
WordPerfect (versions 7 to 8). The DMS
is available 24 hours each day, 365 days
each year. Electronic submission and
retrieval help and guidelines are
available under the help section of the
web site.

An electronic copy of this document
may be downloaded using a modem and
suitable communications software from
the Government Printing Office
Electronic Bulletin Board Service at
(202) 512–1661. Internet users may
reach the Office of the Federal
Register’s home page at http://
www.nara.gov/fedreg and the
Government Printing Office’s web site at
http://www.access.gpo.gov/nara. The
solicitation memorandum will also be
available on the FHWA web site at
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/bridge.

Background
The Transportation Equity Act for the

21st Century (TEA–21) (Public Law
105–178, 112 Stat. 107, June 9, 1998), as
amended by the TEA 21 Restoration Act
(the Act) (Public Law 105–206, 112 Stat.
834 (1998)), established the National
Historic Covered Bridge Preservation
grants program. Section 1224 of the Act
authorizes $10 million to be
appropriated for each of the fiscal years
1999 through 2003. In FY 1999, no
funds were provided for this program.
In FY 2000, $8 million was authorized
from the FHWA administrative expense.
On June 5, 2000, the FHWA issued a
memorandum to its division offices
located in each State, the District of
Columbia, and Puerto Rico soliciting
from the transportation agencies
candidate bridge projects for FY 2000
NHCBP program funding. The
memorandum contains information on
the program, program implementation,
eligible activities, the application
process, and the selection criteria for

use by the FHWA in evaluating FY 2000
candidate bridge projects. The
memorandum is published here for
informational purposes. The FHWA has
determined that the research projects
under this program will be solicited
through the FHWA’s Office of Contract
Management under a broad agency
announcement, and will therefore be a
separate program under the main
NHCBP program. Any reference made to
the Research Program is for
informational purposes, and for
completeness.

The FHWA plans to use the same
process, and to continue to use the same
selection criteria for FY 2001 and
beyond for this grant program. However,
before doing so, the FHWA is interested
in the views of the States and other
interested parties on the process, and on
these bridge selection criteria. The
purpose of this notice is to invite
comments from the States and others on
this process and on these selection
criteria which will be used for soliciting
and for evaluating candidate bridge
projects for FY 2001 and beyond.

National Historic Covered Bridge
Preservation Program Guidelines

The NHCBP program provides for two
categories of projects: First, for grants to
assist the States in their efforts to
rehabilitate or repair and to preserve the
Nations’s historic covered bridges
which are listed or are eligible for listing
on the National Register of Historic
Places 1; and second, for the conduct of
research to find improved means of
restoring, and protecting covered
bridges, and disseminating this
information through technology
transfer. Funding and specifics of the
two categories of projects include:

1. Historic Covered Bridge
Preservation, Rehabilitation, or
Restoration. Of the funds provided for
FY 2000, the FHWA will provide a
minimum of $7 million for the
following activities:

a. Preservation, rehabilitation or
restoration of an historic covered bridge
in accordance with the Secretary of the
Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of
Historic Properties. The standards
should be consulted for the terms and
definitions for the distinct approaches
to the treatment of historic properties,
i.e. preservation, rehabilitation, or
restoration. Although the standards
were developed for historic buildings,
the terms, guidelines and suggested

approaches are generally applicable to
historic covered bridges.

b. Preservation of an historic covered
bridge, including through: (i)
installation of a fire protection system;
(ii) installation of a system to prevent
vandalism and arson; and (iii) relocation
of a bridge to a preservation site.

2. Historic Covered Bridge
Preservation Research. Of the funds
provided for FY 2000, the FHWA will
provide a maximum of $1 million for
research projects including but not
limited to:

a. Collection and dissemination of
information concerning historic covered
bridges;

b. Development of educational
programs relating to the history and
construction techniques of historic
covered bridges; and

c. Basic research to find better means
of protecting historic covered bridges
from rot, fire, natural disasters, or
weight-related damages.

The activities under category 1 are the
subject of the attached memorandum
and this notice. The bridge projects for
this part of the program are being
solicited through the State highway
agencies. The activities under category 2
will be solicited separately by the
FHWA under a broad agency
announcement.

Federal Share

Federal share of the costs for any
project eligible under this program is 80
percent.

Obligation Limitation

There is no obligation limitation on
the NHCBP program funds.

Eligibility

To be considered, a covered bridge
must be eligible for listing or listed in
the National Register of Historic Places.
Projects must be carried out in the most
historically appropriate manner and
preserve the existing structure. The
project must also provide for
replacement of wooden components
with wooden components, unless the
use of wood is impractical for safety
reasons. The Secretary of the Interior’s
Standards for the Treatment of Historic
Properties should be consulted in
carrying out any preservation work.
Although the standards were developed
for historic buildings, the terms,
guidelines and suggested approaches are
generally applicable to historic covered
bridges, and must be considered if one
is to retain the historical characteristic
of a structure.

The project may be on any public
roadway, including Federal, State, and
locally funded projects.
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Funds are available for costs of
preliminary engineering, costs of
rehabilitation, preservation, and arson
and vandalism prevention activities.
Funds are also available for evaluating
any innovative portion of the restoration
work not to exceed 2 years, and for
preparation of a case study report.

Solicitation Procedures

Each year when funds are authorized
for this program the FHWA will send a
solicitation memorandum to the
division offices for bridge preservation
projects. The memorandum will contain
the amount of available funding for that
year, the selection criteria, and the
program guidelines. This year’s
solicitation memorandum was sent on
June 5. For FY 2000, eligible bridge
candidates submitted to the FHWA that
are not selected will be placed on file
for the next year’s solicitation. Prior to
placement of an eligible bridge
candidate on file for inclusion in the
next year’s selection pool, the FHWA
will ask the originator if it wishes for us
to continue to maintain the candidate
for the next year. If the originator
declines, the FHWA will remove the
project from its file. Eligible bridge
candidates placed on file and not
selected for funding in the next fiscal
year will be removed from the FHWA
selection pool.

Responsibilities

State Transportation Agency
Responsibilities

Coordinate with State, local, and
Federal agencies within the State to
develop viable candidate bridge
projects.

Coordinate bridge projects with the
State Historic Preservation Officer or
his/her designee.

Ensure that the applications for
candidate bridge projects meet the
submission requirements outlined in the
solicitation memorandum.

Establish priorities for their candidate
bridge projects if desired.

Submit applications to the local
FHWA division office to meet the
submission deadline.

Monitor the selected project(s); and
prepare and submit a report on the work
at the completion of each project to the
FHWA.

FHWA Division Office Responsibilities

Provide the solicitation memorandum
and program information to the State
transportation agency.

Request candidate projects be
submitted by the State to the FHWA
Division office to meet the submission
deadline established in the solicitation.

Review all candidate applications
submitted by the State for completeness
prior to forwarding them to the FHWA
Headquarters office.

Make recommendations as
appropriate.

Monitor selected projects through
completion. Ensure reports are
submitted by the States on each project
completed.

FHWA Headquarters Program Office
Responsibilities.

Solicit candidates through the
solicitation memorandum.

Form a Review Panel to review and
select candidate projects.

Allocate funds for the selected
projects.

Monitor the projects through
completion.

Compile project report(s) submitted
by the States through the division
offices.

FHWA Headquarters Program Office
Contact

For questions concerning the NHCBP
program, please contact Ms. Sheila
Rimal Duwadi, Office of Bridge
Technology, HIBT–30, at (202) 366–
4619, FAX (202) 366-3077, or e-mail
sheila.duwadi@fhwa.dot.gov; and Mr.
Bruce Eberle, Office of Human
Environment, HEP–10, at (202) 366–
2060, FAX (202) 366–3409, or e-mail
bruce.eberle@fhwa.dot.gov.

Selection Criteria for Bridge
Preservation Projects

Candidate projects will be selected
utilizing input from a panel formed by
the FHWA.

Candidate projects which best meet
the intent of this program will receive
the highest priority. Applicants may
want to provide additional information
to explain how the project meets the
intent of the program.

Candidate projects ready for or near
the construction phase will be given
priority consideration.

Candidate projects that leverage
Federal funds with other significant
public or private resources will be given
preference.

Candidate projects which further the
aims of the Historic Bridge Management
Plan and/or the State Historic
Preservation Plan with the endorsement
of the State Historic Preservation Officer
will be given priority consideration.

Candidate projects that propose
restoration, and rehabilitation will be
prioritized by sufficiency rating, the
lower the rating the higher the priority.
Also, to be eligible for rehabilitation the
bridge should be eligible for funding
under the Highway Bridge Replacement
and Rehabilitation Program.

Candidate projects proposing
complete restoration and rehabilitation
will be given priority over candidate
projects proposing only the installation
of fire/vandalism protection systems or
those proposing moving the bridge to a
preservation location.

Candidate projects that propose fire/
vandalism protection system
installation or moving the bridge to a
preservation site will not be considered
if the bridge is eligible for replacement.

Application Guidance

A copy of the application is available
at the FHWA website at http://
www.fhwa.dot.gov/bridge under the
‘‘Covered Bridge Program, Program
Implementation.’’ The application asks
for various information about a bridge
and proposed preservation project so
that FHWA can determine if it is a good
candidate. The information requested
includes the location of the bridge, its
age, structural description and what are
the qualities that make the bridge
eligible for the National Register. The
application also asks what repair work
has previously been done and what the
grant will be used for now. Plans and a
narrative history of the bridge are also
requested.

Priority Ranking

Each State, in cooperation with the
FHWA division office, is requested to
prioritize its candidate projects giving
reasons for the priority.

High Cost Projects

The FHWA will attempt to equitably
distribute funds to applicant States in
accordance with the States’ priorities.
However, subject to special
consideration, it is to be expected that
high cost project requests may be
funded at less than 100 percent of a
State’s requested amount. In FY 2000,
the threshold amount will depend on
the total number of eligible projects
submitted, as well as on the total
amount of funds requested. Candidates
projects that cannot be obligated in FY
2000 will be kept on file until FY 2001
funds become available. At that time,
we will ask the division office to verify
whether or not the State wants the
project application to be used for FY
2001 ranking.

Decision Process for Funding

All projects will be evaluated and
recommended for funding by a selection
panel formed by the FHWA.

Schedule

The following is the schedule for
program activities:

June 2000: Call for FY 2000 projects.

VerDate 11<MAY>2000 18:56 Aug 22, 2000 Jkt 190000 PO 00000 Frm 00124 Fmt 4703 Sfmt 4703 E:\FR\FM\23AUN1.SGM pfrm02 PsN: 23AUN1



51404 Federal Register / Vol. 65, No. 164 / Wednesday, August 23, 2000 / Notices

August 1, 2000: FHWA request for
submission of FY 2000 candidate
projects.

September 2000: Selection of FY 2000
projects.

Early 2001 Call for FY 2001 projects
(subject to available funding).

Solicitation Memorandum of June 5,
2000

Text of the solicitation memorandum
of June 5, 2000, reads as follows:

Action: Request for Candidates National
Historic Covered Bridge Preservation
Program—Reply due: August 1, 2000

From: David H. Densmore, Director of
Bridge Technology.

To: Resource Center Directors, Division
Administrators, Federal Lands Highway
Division Engineers.

The purpose of this memorandum is to
solicit candidate bridge projects from the
States for the National Historic Covered
Bridge Preservation (NHCBP) program. This
program was established by section 1224 of
the Transportation Equity Act for the 21st
Century, as amended by the TEA 21
Restoration Act (TEA–21). The program
provides funding to assist the States in their
efforts to preserve, rehabilitate, or restore the
Nation’s historic covered bridges. For the
purposes of this program, the term ‘‘historic
covered bridge’’ means a covered bridge that
is listed or eligible for listing on the National
Register for Historic Places.

This program provides for two categories of
projects: First, for grants to assist the States
in their efforts to rehabilitate or repair and to
preserve the Nations’s historic covered
bridges; and second, for the conduct of
research and technology transfer. The total
available funding provided for this program
in FY 2000 is $8 million. Funding and
specifics for the two project categories
include:

1. Historic Covered Bridge Preservation,
Rehabilitation, or Restoration. Of the funds
provided for FY 2000, the FHWA will
provide a minimum of $7 million for this
category. Grants will be awarded to States
submitting applications that demonstrate a
need for assistance in carrying out one or
more eligible projects as outlined below:

a. to preserve, rehabilitate, or restore a
historic covered bridge.

b. to preserve a historic covered bridge,
including through: (i) installation of a fire
protection system; (ii) installation of a system
to prevent vandalism and arson; and (iii)
relocation of a bridge to a preservation site.

2. Historic Covered Bridge Preservation
Research. Of the funds provided for FY 2000,
the FHWA will provide a maximum of $1
million for this category. This phase of the
program will be carried out through a
separate Broad Agency Announcement
(BAA), and is included here for information
purposes only. The research projects will
include, but not be limited to the following:

a. collection and dissemination of
information concerning historic covered
bridges;

b. development of educational programs
relating to the history and construction
technique of historic covered bridges; and

c. conduct of basic research to find better
means of protecting historic covered bridges
from rot, fire, natural disasters, or weight-
related damages.

To ensure the projects retain their
historical significance, each project must be
carried out in the most historically
appropriate manner following the
Department of Interior Standards, and the
standards and guidelines approved by the
State Historic Preservation Officer. The
Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the
Treatment of Historic Properties may be
obtained at the following website, http://
www2.cr.nps.gov/tps/secstan1.htm and
should be consulted for terms and definitions
for the distinct approaches to treatment of
historic properties, i.e. preservation,
rehabilitation, and restoration. Although the
Standards were developed for historic
buildings the terms, guidelines, and
suggested approaches are generally
applicable to historic covered bridges.

We are requesting that all applications be
submitted on or before August 1, 2000.

Please refer to the attached program
summary for additional guidance. Using the
explanation of the criteria and associated
selection considerations, please assist your
State department of transportation in
determining the projects to be submitted.

Attached is an application form which is
to be used for candidate projects. The State’s
application should describe the project in
enough detail to demonstrate that it meets
one or more of the goals of this program. The
application should be completed and
submitted to the Office of Bridge Technology
along with any other supporting documents
that provide a further description of the
project including the scope of work and
bridge plans.

Questions concerning this program should
be addressed to Ms. Sheila Rimal Duwadi,
Office of Bridge Technology, at (202) 366–
4619, or to Mr. Bruce Eberle, Office of
Human Environment, at (202) 366–2060.

Authority: 23 U.S.C. 315; and 49 CFR 1.48)

Issued on: August 15, 2000.
Anthony R. Kane,
Federal Highway Executive Director.
[FR Doc. 00–21421 Filed 8–22–00; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910–22–P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration

Reports, Forms and Record Keeping
Requirements; Agency Information
Collection Activity Under OMB Review

AGENCY: National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration, DOT.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: In compliance with the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 (44
U.S.C. 3501 et seq.), this notice
announces that the Information
Collection Request (ICR) abstracted

below has been forwarded to the Office
of Management and Budget (OMB) for
review and comment. The ICR describes
the nature of the information collections
and their expected burden. The Federal
Register Notice with a 60-day comment
period was published on December 14,
1999 [64 FR 69814–69815].

DATES: Comments must be submitted on
or before September 22, 2000.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Alan Block at the National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration, Office of
Research and Traffic Records (NTS–31),
202–366–6401. 400 Seventh Street, SW,
Room 6240, Washington, DC 20590.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration

Title: 2000 Motor Vehicle Occupant
Safety Survey

OMB Number: 2127—New.
Type of Request: New information

collection requirement.
Abstract: Purpose of this survey is to

provide NHTSA with critical
information needed to develop and
implement effective strategies that meet
the agency’s mandate to improve traffic
safety. The data will be used to identify
information deficits among the public,
obstacles to public safety, and targets for
intervention activities in areas of
occupant protection.

Affected Public: randomly selected
members of the general public aged
sixteen and older in telephone
households.

Estimated Total Annual Burden:
3,845.

ADDRESSES: Send comments, within 30
days, to the Office of Information and
Regulatory Affairs, Office of
Management and Budget, 725–17th
Street, NW, Washington, DC 20503,
Attention NHTSA Desk Officer.

Comments are invited on: Whether
the proposed collection of information
is necessary for the proper performance
of the functions of the Department,
including whether the information will
have practical utility; the accuracy of
the Departments estimate of the burden
of the proposed information collection;
ways to enhance the quality, utility and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and ways to minimize the
burden of the collection of information
on respondents, including the use of
automated collection techniques or
other forms of information technology.

A Comment to OMB is most effective
if OMB receives it within 30 days of
publication.
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