
49534 Federal Register / Vol. 65, No. 157 / Monday, August 14, 2000 / Notices

available on the Internet at http://
www.aphis.usda.gov/ppd/rad/
webrepor.html.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Mr.
Ron P. Milberg, Operations Officer,
Invasive Species and Pest Management,
PPQ, APHIS, 4700 River Road Unit 134,
Riverdale, MD 20737–1231; (301) 734–
8247.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

Grasshoppers and Mormon crickets
are members of the Class Insecta, Order
Orthoptera, which contains several
hundred species, although only about
35 species are perennial pests of plants.
Grasshoppers and Mormon crickets
have the potential for sudden and
explosive population increases, which
can be so extreme that all vegetation is
consumed in outbreak situations. These
infestations are often so extensive that
individual land managers alone cannot
control the damage.

The Animal and Plant Health
Inspection Service (APHIS) conducts
grasshopper and Mormon cricket
control activities at the request of States
and individuals who are unable to
control infestations of grasshoppers and
Mormon crickets on rangelands.
Rangelands that are affected by
grasshopper and Mormon cricket
infestations are located in the Western
United States.

Significant new information and new
grasshopper and Mormon cricket
control techniques have become
available since we last prepared an
environmental impact statement (EIS)
relative to APHIS’ rangeland
grasshopper and Mormon cricket
control activities (USDA–APHIS–FEIS;
Rangeland Grasshopper Cooperative
Management Program; see 52 FR 8938,
March 20, 1987). Based on the
availability of the new information and
techniques, we are planning to prepare
a new EIS relative to APHIS’ activities
related to the control of rangeland
grasshoppers and Mormon crickets. The
EIS will examine the environmental
effects of control alternatives available
to the agency, including a no action
alternative. It will be used for planning
and decisionmaking and to inform the
public about the environmental effects
of APHIS’ rangeland grasshopper and
Mormon cricket control activities. It will
also provide an overview of APHIS
activities to which we can tier site-
specific analyses and environmental
assessments.

We are asking for written comments
that identify significant environmental
issues that we should analyze in the
EIS. We invite comments from the

public, including private industry, as
well as Federal, State, and local
governments that have an interest in
APHIS’ rangeland grasshopper and
Mormon cricket control activities.

In the event that Federal land
management agencies elect to conduct
an analysis of all available rangeland
grasshopper and Mormon cricket
management alternatives (e.g., chemical
control, biological control, range
management, integrated pest
management, etc.), APHIS will
cooperate with those agencies by
providing information and analyses
related to its rangeland grasshopper and
Mormon cricket control activities.
Otherwise, APHIS will prepare an EIS
analyzing only those control alternatives
reasonably available to APHIS, along
with a no action alternative.

This notice and the upcoming EIS are
intended to fulfill the requirements of
the National Environmental Policy Act.
We will publish a notice announcing
the availability of the draft EIS for
review in the Federal Register. The
notice will also request comments on
the draft EIS.

This notice is issued in accordance
with: (1) The National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA) (42 U.S.C. 4231 et
seq.), (2) regulations of the Council on
Environmental Quality for
implementing the procedural provisions
of NEPA (40 CFR parts 1500–1508), (3)
USDA regulations implementing NEPA
(7 CFR part 1b), and (4) APHIS’ NEPA
Implementing Procedures (7 CFR part
372).

Done in Washington, DC, this 7th day of
August 2000.
Bobby R. Acord,
Acting Administrator, Animal and Plant
Health Inspection Service.
[FR Doc. 00–20488 Filed 8–11–00; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3410–34–P

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Food Safety and Inspection Service

[Docket No. 00–027N]

Availability of Materials on In-
Distribution Activities and Initiatives

AGENCY: Food Safety and Inspection
Service, USDA.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Food Safety and
Inspection Service (FSIS) is announcing
the availability of materials from the
June 9, 2000, public meeting on in-
distribution (ID) activities and
initiatives and is providing an
opportunity for public comment on
those materials and on the matters

presented at the public meeting. The
June 9 meeting was held to discuss the
Agency’s strategy for addressing the
safety of meat and poultry products
during distribution and to provide an
overview and update on the ID Project.
DATES: The materials will be available in
the FSIS docket room and on the FSIS
web site. Persons are invited to review
and submit comments on the materials.
Comments should be received by
September 13, 2000.
ADDRESSES: Submit one original and
two copies of written comments to FSIS
Docket Clerk, Docket #00–027N, U.S.
Department of Agriculture, Food Safety
and Inspection Service, Room 102
Cotton Annex Building, 300 12th Street,
SW., Washington, DC 20250–3700. All
comments submitted in response to this
notice will be available for public
inspection in the Docket Clerk’s Office
between 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.,
Monday through Friday.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Ms.
Mary Cutshall, National HACCP Small
and Very Small Plant Coordinator, at
(202) 720–3219, by FAX (202) 690–
0824, or by e-mail:
mary.cutshall@usda.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: As part of
the implementation of FSIS’ Pathogen
Reduction; Hazard Analysis and Critical
Control Point (HACCP) System final
rule (July 25, 1996; 61 FR 38806), the
Agency is committed to developing
strategies that address food safety
hazards throughout the entire food
production chain.

Under the Federal Meat Inspection
Act and the Poultry Products Inspection
Act, FSIS has the authority and
responsibility to ensure the safety of
meat and poultry products during in-
plant production and also through
transportation, storage, and other
handling. Traditionally, the Agency has
assigned the greater majority of its
resources to inspection activities in
meat and poultry slaughter and
processing plants.

FSIS now is looking at strategies for
monitoring the safety of meat and
poultry products after they leave an
inspected plant. One of these strategies
is through the ID Project, which
explores the effects of redeployment of
inspection personnel outside the plant.
The Agency has assigned 10 inspection
personnel to the ID Project.

FSIS also is working with the State of
Minnesota to develop an alternative
strategy for addressing food safety
hazards and other problems presented
by federally inspected product in
distribution. Under this approach, the
State will advise FSIS of adulterated or
misbranded federally inspected
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products that State inspectors find at
retail, distribution, and warehouse
centers in the course of their regular
inspection activities.

FSIS requests public comment on its
current thinking about how to ensure
that meat and poultry products in
distribution do not become adulterated
or misbranded and continue to qualify
to bear USDA’s mark of inspection. FSIS
explained its current thinking at the
June 9 public meeting.

Additional Public Notification

Public awareness of all segments of
rulemaking and policy development is
important. Consequently, in an effort to
better ensure that minorities, women,
and persons with disabilities are aware
of this notice, FSIS will announce it and
provide copies of this Federal Register
publication in the FSIS Constituent
Update. FSIS provides a weekly FSIS
Constituent Update, which is
communicated via fax to more than 300
organizations and individuals. In
addition, the update is available on-line
through the FSIS web page located at
http://www.fsis.usda.gov. The update is
used to provide information regarding
FSIS policies, procedures, regulations,
Federal Register notices, FSIS public
meetings, recalls, and any other types of
information that could affect or would
be of interest to Agency constituents or
stakeholders. The constituent fax list
consists of industry, trade, and farm
groups, consumer interest groups, allied
health professionals, scientific
professionals, and other individuals
who have requested to be included.
Through these various channels, FSIS is
able to provide information to a much
broader, more diverse audience. For
more information and to be added to the
constituent fax list, fax your request to
the Congressional and Public Affairs
Office, at (202) 720–5704.

Done in Washington, DC, on: July 28, 2000.
Thomas J. Billy,
Administrator.
[FR Doc. 00–20548 Filed 8–11–00; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3410–DM–P

COMMISSION ON CIVIL RIGHTS

Amended Notice of Public Meeting of
the Delaware Advisory Committee

Notice is hereby given, pursuant to
the provisions of the rules and
regulations of the U.S. Commission on
Civil Rights, that a meeting of the
Delaware Advisory Committee to the
Commission which was to have
convened at 2 p.m. and adjourned at 6
p.m. on August 25, 2000, has a new time

and new location. The Committee will
convene at 12:30 p.m. and adjourn at 4
p.m. on August 25, 2000, at the City
Council Chambers, City of Newark
Municipal Building, 220 Elkton Road,
Newark, Delaware, 19715–0390. The
notice was originally published in the
Federal Register on Thursday, July 27,
2000, FR Doc. 00–18984, Vol. 65, No.
145, Page 45146.

Persons desiring additional
information, or planning a presentation
to the Committee, should contact
Edward Darden, Civil Rights Analyst of
the Eastern Regional Office, 202–376–
7533 (TDD 202–376–8116). Hearing-
impaired persons who will attend the
meeting and require the services of a
sign language interpreter should contact
the Regional Office at least ten (10)
working days before the scheduled date
of the meeting.

The meeting will be conducted
pursuant to the provisions of the rules
and regulations of the Commission.

Dated at Washington, DC, August 8, 2000.
Lisa M. Kelly,
Special Assistant to the Staff Director,
Regional Programs Coordination Unit.
[FR Doc. 00–20563 Filed 8–9–00; 4:16 pm]
BILLING CODE 6335–01–P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Bureau of the Census

Advance Monthly Retail Sales Survey

ACTION: Proposed collection; comment
request.

SUMMARY: The Department of
Commerce, as part of its continuing
effort to reduce paperwork and
respondent burden, invites the general
public and other Federal agencies to
take this opportunity to comment on
proposed and/or continuing information
collections, as required by the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995,
Public Law 104–13 (44 U.S.C.
3506(c)(2)(A)).
DATES: Written comments must be
submitted on or before October 13,
2000.
ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments
to Linda Engelmeier, Departmental
Forms Clearance Officer, Department of
Commerce, Room 6086, 14th and
Constitution Avenue, NW, Washington,
DC 20230 (or via the Internet at
LEngelme@doc.gov).
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Requests for additional information or
copies of the information collection
instrument(s) and instructions should
be directed to: Scott Scheleur, Bureau of

the Census, Room 2626–FOB 3,
Washington, D.C. 20233–6500, (301)
457–2713.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

I. Abstract

The Advance Monthly Retail Sales
Survey (MARTS) provides an early
indication of current retail sales activity
at the United States level. Policymakers
such as the Federal Reserve Board need
to have the most timely estimates in
order to anticipate economic trends and
act accordingly. The Bureau of
Economic Analysis (BEA), the Council
of Economic Advisors (CEA), and other
government agencies and businesses use
the data to formulate economic policy
and make decisions. These estimates
have a high BEA priority because of
their timeliness. There would be
approximately a month delay in the
availability of these data if this survey
were not conducted. Data are collected
monthly from small, medium, and large
size businesses, selected using a
stratified random sampling procedure.
The MARTS sample is re-selected
periodically, generally at two year
intervals. Small and medium-size
retailers are requested to participate for
those two years, after which they are
replaced with new panel members.
Smaller firms have less of a chance for
selection due to our sampling
procedure. Firms canvassed in this
survey are not required to maintain
additional records and carefully
prepared estimates are acceptable if
book figures are not available. The
change in the response burden is a
result of a larger sample size. The
sample was increased from 4,100 to
4,500 to improve the quality of the
estimates.

This request is for the clearance of
four similar report forms SM–44(00)A;
SM–44(00)AE; SM–44(00)AS & SM–
72(00)A which will be replacing the
form B–104 previously used to collect
data in this survey on the Standard
Industrial Classification (SIC) basis. The
new forms will enable us to collect
information on the North American
Industry Classification System (NAICS)
basis. All forms request similar data
items but a variety of forms are needed
to address either a firm’s specific kind-
of-business or to ask if and when the
firm began selling through an Internet
site and to separately report the value of
any Internet sales.

II. Method of Collection

We will collect this information by
mail, FAX and telephone follow-up.
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