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Register or within such longer period (i)
as the Commission may designate up to
90 days of such date if it finds such
longer period to be appropriate and
publishes its reasons for so finding, or
(ii) as to which the Exchange consents,
the Commission will:
A. By order approve the proposed
rule change, or
B. institute proceedings to
determine whether the proposed rule
change should be disapproved.

damages caused by severe storms,
flooding, and ground saturation
beginning on April 5, 2000 and
continuing through July 21, 2000.
All counties contiguous to the abovenamed primary county have been
previously declared. All other
information remains the same, i.e., the
deadline for filing applications for
physical damage is August 26, 2000 and
for economic injury the deadline is
March 27, 2001.

IV. Solicitation of Comments

(Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance
Program Nos. 59002 and 59008)

Interested persons are invited to
submit written data, views and
arguments concerning the foregoing,
including whether the proposed rule
change, as amended, is consistent with
the Act. Persons making written
submissions should file six copies
thereof with the Secretary, Securities
and Exchange Commission, 450 Fifth
Street, NW., Washington, DC 20549–
0609. Copies of the submissions, all
subsequent amendments, all written
statements with respect to the proposed
rule change that are filed with the
Commission, and all written
communications relating to the
proposed rule change between the
Commission and any persons, other
than those that may be withheld from
the public in accordance with the
provisions of 5 U.S.C. 552, will be
available for inspection and copying at
the Commission’s Public Reference
Room, 450 Fifth Street, NW.,
Washington, DC 20549–0609. Copies of
such filing will also be available for
inspection and copying at the principal
office of the Exchange. All submissions
should refer to File No. SR–Phlx–00–34
and should be submitted by September
5, 2000.
For the Commission, by the Division of
Market Regulation, pursuant to delegated
authority.8
Margaret H. McFarland,
Deputy Secretary.
[FR Doc. 00–20513 Filed 8–11–00; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 8010–01–M

SMALL BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION
[Declaration of Disaster #3269; (Amendment
#3)]

State of North Dakota
In accordance with a notice from the
Federal Emergency Management
Agency, dated August 2, 2000, the
above-numbered Declaration is hereby
amended to include McIntosh County,
North Dakota as a disaster area due to
8 17

CFR 200.30–3(a)(12).
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Dated: August 3, 2000.
James E. Rivera,
Acting Associate Administrator for Disaster
Assistance.
[FR Doc. 00–20476 Filed 8–11–00; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 8025–01–U

SOCIAL SECURITY ADMINISTRATION
Agency Information Collection
Activities: Proposed Request and
Comment Request
In compliance with Public Law 104–
13, the Paperwork Reduction Act of
1995, SSA is providing notice of its
information collections that require
submission to the Office of Management
and Budget (OMB). SSA is soliciting
comments on the accuracy of the
agency’s burden estimate; the need for
the information; its practical utility;
ways to enhance its quality, utility and
clarity; and on ways to minimize burden
on respondents, including the use of
automated collection techniques or
other forms of information technology.
The information collections listed
below have been submitted to OMB for
clearance. Written comments and
recommendations on the information
collections would be most useful if
received within 30 days from the date
of this publication. Comments should be
directed to the SSA Reports Clearance
Officer and the OMB Desk Officer at the
addresses listed at the end of this
publication. You can obtain a copy of
the OMB clearance packages by calling
the SSA Reports Clearance Officer on
(410) 965–4145, or by writing to him.
1. Integrated Registration for
Employers and Submitters (IRES)–0960–
NEW. The IRES authentication system is
a free service designed to allow
employers to access SSA’s electronic
wage reporting services, and to replace
the use of a handwritten signature with
an electronic signature. Employer
representatives will use an IRES
generated PIN and password as their
electronic signature. IRES was designed
to be more efficient, reducing the costs
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to both employers and SSA, and will
facilitate the filing of wage data
electronically.
SSA’s paramount interest in the
development of IRES was to ensure that
the new electronic method of
identifying wage report submitters
provides the same security features as
the current paper-based method.
Security features will include message
integrity, originator authentication, nonrepudiation and confidentiality. The
PIN and password will be issued to an
individual designated by the employer
after SSA authenticates the company
and contact information provided by the
individual.
SSA plans to use the IRES in
conjunction with SSA’s wage reporting
processes. It will be used as the gateway
for electronic wage reporting and the
Online Employee Verification Service. It
will also be used when SSA implements
additional electronic services such as
electronic notices and error information.
The PIN will also be used in the AWR
diskette process to replace the signature
on IRS paper form 6559. SSA has
received approval from IRS to use an
alternative signature.
Respondents to IRES will be
Employers and Submitters who utilize
SSA’s electronic wage reporting and
Online Employee Verification Services.
Number of respondents: 250,000.
Number of Response: 1.
Average burden per response: 2
minutes.
Estimated Annual Burden: 8,333
hours.
2. Psychiatric Review Technique–
0960–0413. The information collected
on Form SSA–2506 is needed by SSA to
facilitate the adjudication of claims
involving mental impairments. The
information is used to identify the need
for additional evidence in the
determination of impairment severity; to
consider aspects of mental impairment
relevant to the individual’s ability to
work; and to organize and present the
findings in a clear, concise manner. The
respondents are State DDS’s
administering titles II and XVI disability
programs.
Number of Respondents: 1,005,804.
Frequency of Response: 1.
Average Burden Per Response: 15
minutes.
Estimated Annual Burden: 251,451
hours.
(SSA Address)
Social Security Administration,
DCFAM, Attn: Frederick W.
Brickenkamp, 1–A–21 Operations
Bldg., 6401 Security Blvd., Baltimore,
MD 21235
(OMB Address)
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Office of Management and Budget,
OIRA, Attn: Desk Officer for SSA,
New Executive Office Building, Room
10235, 725 17th St., NW, Washington,
D.C. 20503
Dated: August 8, 2000.
Frederick W. Brickenkamp,
Reports Clearance Officer, Social Security
Administration.
[FR Doc. 00–20470 Filed 8–11–00; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4191–02–U

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
[Public Notice 3383]

Culturally Significant Objects Imported
for Exhibition Determinations:
‘‘Byzantine Art’’
Department of State.
Notice.

DEPARTMENT:
ACTION:

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given of the
following determinations: Pursuant to
the authority vested in me by the Act of
October 19, 1965 (79 Stat. 985, 22 U.S.C.
2459), the Foreign Affairs Reform and
Restructuring Act of 1998 (112 Stat.
2681, et seq.), Delegation of Authority
No. 234 of October 1, 1999, and
Delegation of Authority of October 19,
1999, as amended, I hereby determine
that the objects to be included in the
exhibition ‘‘Byzantine Art’’ imported
from abroad for the temporary
exhibition without profit within the
United States, are of cultural
significance. These objects are imported
pursuant to loan agreements with
foreign lenders. The loan will be for a
period of one year, with the potential for
renewal annually, beginning on
November 14, 2000 through December
2004. I also determine that the
exhibition or display of the exhibit
objects at the Metropolitan Museum of
Art, New York, NY is in the national
interest. Public Notice of these
Determinations is ordered to be
published in the Federal Register.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For
further information, including a list of
exhibit objects, contact Jacqueline
Caldwell, Attorney-Adviser, Office of
the Legal Adviser, U.S. Department of
State (telephone: 202/619–6982). The
address is U.S. Department of State, SA–
44; 301–4th Street, SW., Room 700,
Washington, DC 20547–0001.

Dated: August 4, 2000.
William B. Bader,
Assistant Secretary for Educational and
Cultural Affairs, U.S. Department of State.
[FR Doc. 00–20542 Filed 8–11–00; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4710–08–P
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OFFICE OF THE UNITED STATES
TRADE REPRESENTATIVE
Request for Public Comment
Regarding the United States-European
Union Transatlantic Economic
Partnership as It Concerns Services
Trade
AGENCY: Office of the United States
Trade Representative (USTR).
ACTION: Notice and Request for
Comments.
SUMMARY: The Office of the United
States Trade Representative (USTR)
seeks written public comments on
general U.S. negotiating objectives as
they concern the services trade
component of the Transatlantic
Economic Partnership (TEP). Under the
TEP, the United States and the
European Union (EU) have undertaken
to facilitate opportunities for dialogue
between regulators and to explore
whether it is possible to develop mutual
recognition agreements (MRAs) or other
regulatory cooperation for certain
insurance, architectural, and
engineering services, while maintaining
high standards of safety and protection
for consumers. Comments received will
be considered by USTR in its further
work to formulate objectives and
priorities for these deliberations.
DATES: Public comments should be
submitted no later than September 11,
2000.

Gloria Blue, Executive
Secretary, Trade Policy Staff Committee,
Office of the U.S. Trade Representative,
Room 122, 600 17th Street, NW,
Washington, DC 20508.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Bernard Ascher (architectural and
engineering services) or Ann Main
(insurance or related services), Offices
of Services, Investment, and Intellectual
Property, (202) 395–4510. Procedural
inquiries concerning the public
comment process should be directed to
Gloria Blue, Executive Secretary, Trade
Policy Staff Committee, Office of the
United States Trade Representative,
(202) 395–3475.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: On May
18, 1998, President Clinton and his EU
counterparts issued a joint statement
announcing the Transatlantic Economic
Partnership (TEP) initiative. [Federal
Register notice published on, June 9,
1998, describes the TEP.] On November
9, 1998, the United States and the EU
agreed on a joint ‘‘Action Plan,’’ as
called for in the May 18 TEP statement.
A copy of the Action Plan is available
on USTR’s website (www.ustr.gov) or
upon request from Ms. Gloria Blue. On
ADDRESSES:
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June 9 and December 9, 1998, USTR
published Federal Register Notices
requesting public comment on the TEP.
This notice is an additional request for
information, focusing on the TEP as it
relates to trade in services.
In the TEP initiative, the United
States and the EU have undertaken to
facilitate opportunities for dialogue
between regulators and to explore
whether it is possible to develop mutual
recognition agreements (MRAs) or other
regulatory cooperation for certain
insurance, architectural, and
engineering services, while maintaining
high standards of safety and protection
for consumers. Regulatory authorities
are full participants in the process.
Architectural and Engineering
Services: U.S. trade agreements, such as
the U.S.-Canada Free Trade Agreement
the North American Free Trade
Agreement, provide a framework for the
competent authorities and professional
organizations to negotiate mutual
recognition agreements with their
counterparts in other countries. Mutual
recognition in the architectural and
engineering services sector would
enable those licensed in one country to
be licensed or recognized to practice in
another country. U.S. officials are
working with a number of national
engineering and architectural
organizations to develop negotiating
approaches that could lead toward
mutual recognition of U.S. and EU
architects and engineers, while
maintaining high quality standards of
safety and protection of consumers.
Licensed practitioners must meet the
requirements of the jurisdiction in
which they practice and must comply
with all applicable laws and regulations
of the host jurisdiction.
Insurance and Related Services:
Regarding insurance services, U.S.
officials are working with state
insurance regulators to determine
whether it is possible to develop mutual
recognition or other regulatory
cooperation for certain insurance sectors
(e.g., commercial lines, reinsurance,
agency/brokers). Private pension fund
management, which is regulated at the
federal level in the United States, is also
a subject of consideration. Mutual
recognition or other regulatory
cooperation for insurance and related
services could take various forms,
including the possibility of greater
uniformity of regulatory practices, or for
regulators in one country to recognize
the other country’s regulatory practices
as being sufficient for home country
requirements.
Public Comments: All written
comments should be addressed to Gloria
Blue, Executive Secretary, Trade Policy
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