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not cause a major increase in costs or
prices, and will not adversely affect
competition, employment, investment,
productivity, or innovation.

We estimate that 20 individuals
would obtain falconry permits as a
result of this rule, and many of the
expenditures of those permittees would
accrue to small businesses. The
maximum number of birds allowed by
a falconer is 3, so the maximum number
of birds likely to be possessed is 60.
Some birds would be taken from the
wild, but captive-bred raptors could be
purchased. Using one of the more
expensive birds, the northern goshawk,
as an estimate, the cost to procure a
single bird is less than $5,000, which,
with an upper limit of 60 birds,
translates into $300,000. Expenditures
for building facilities would be less than
$32,000 for 60 birds, and for care and
feeding less than $60,000. These
expenditures, totaling less than
$400,000, represent an upper limit of
potential economic impact from the
addition of Delaware to the list of
approved States.

This rule has no potential takings
implications for private property as
defined in Executive Order 12630. The
only effect of this rule on the
constituent community is to allow
falconers in the State of Delaware to
apply for falconry permits. We estimate
that no more than 20 people would
apply for falconry permits in Delaware.
This rule contains information
collection requirements that are
approved by OMB under the Paperwork
Reduction Act, 44 U.S.C. 3501 et seq.
The information collection is covered by
an existing OMB approval for licenses/
permit applications, number 1018-0022.
For further details concerning the
information collection approval, see 50
CFR 21.4.

We have determined, and certify
pursuant to the Unfunded Mandates
Reform Act, 2 U.S.C. 1502 et seq., that
this rulemaking will not impose a cost
of $100 million or more in any given
year on local or State governments or
private entities. The rule does not have
significant Federalism effects pursuant
to Executive Order 13132. We also have
determined that these regulations meet
the applicable standards provided in
sections 3(a) and 3(b)(2) of Executive
Order 12988 for civil justice reform, and
that the rule does not unduly burden the
judicial system.

Regarding Government-to-
Government relationships with Tribes,
this rulemaking will have no effect on
federally recognized Tribes. There are
no federally recognized Tribes in the
State of Delaware. Furthermore, the
revisions to the regulations are of a

purely administrative nature affecting
no Tribal trust resources.

List of Subjects in 50 CFR Part 21

Exports, Hunting, Imports, Reporting
and recordkeeping requirements,
Transportation, Wildlife.

Regulation Promulgation

For the reasons described in the
preamble, part 21, subchapter B, chapter
29 of title 50 of the Code of Federal
Regulations, is amended as set forth
below:

PART 21—MIGRATORY BIRD PERMITS

1. The authority citation for part 21
continues to read as follows:

Authority: Pub. L. 95-616, 92 Stat. 3112
(16 U.S.C. 712(2)).

2. Amend § 21.29 by revising
paragraph (k) as follows:

§21.29 Federal falconry standards.

* * * * *

(k) States meeting Federal falconry
standards. We have determined that the
following States meet or exceed the
minimum Federal falconry standards
established in this section for regulating
the taking, possession, and
transportation of raptors for the purpose
of falconry. The States that are
participants in a cooperative Federal/
State permit system are designated by
an asterisk (*).

* Alabama, *Alaska, Arizona, * Arkansas,
*California, *Colorado, *Delaware,
*Florida, *Georgia, *Idaho, *Illinois,
*Indiana, *Iowa, *Kansas, *Kentucky,
*Louisiana, Maine, Maryland,
Massachusetts, *Michigan,
*Minnesota, *Mississippi, Missouri,
*Montana, *Nebraska, *Nevada,
*New Hampshire, *New Jersey, New
Mexico, New York, *North Carolina,
*North Dakota, *Ohio, Oklahoma,
*Oregon, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island,
*South Carolina, *South Dakota,
*Tennessee, Texas, Utah, *Vermont,
*Virginia, *Washington, West
Virginia, *Wisconsin, *Wyoming.
Dated: July 14, 2000.

Stephen C. Saunders,

Deputy Assistant Secretary for Fish and

Wildlife and Parks.

[FR Doc. 00-20510 Filed 8—11-00; 8:45 am]
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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

50 CFR Part 230
[1.D. 062700B]

Whaling Provisions: Aboriginal
Subsistence Whaling Quotas

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice of aboriginal subsistence
whaling quota.

SUMMARY: NMFS announces the
aboriginal subsistence whaling quota for
bowhead whales, and other limitations
deriving from regulations adopted at the
1997 Annual Meeting of the
International Whaling Commission
(IWC). For 2000, the quota is 75
bowhead whales struck. This quota and
other limitations will govern the harvest
of bowhead whales by members of the
Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission
(AEWGQ).

DATES: Effective August 14, 2000.
ADDRESSES: Office of Protected
Resources, National Marine Fisheries
Service, 1315 East West Highway, Silver
Spring, MD 20910.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Cathy Campbell, (202) 482—2652.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Aboriginal
subsistence whaling in the United States
is governed by the Whaling Convention
Act (16 U.S.C. 916 et seq.), which
requires the Secretary of Commerce
(Secretary) to publish, at least annually,
aboriginal subsistence whaling quotas
and any other limitations on aboriginal
subsistence whaling deriving from
regulations of the IWC.

At the 1997 Annual Meeting of the
IWC, the Commission set quotas for
aboriginal subsistence use of bowhead
whales from the Bering-Chukchi-
Beaufort Seas stock. The bowhead quota
was based on a joint request by the
United States and the Russian
Federation, accompanied by
documentation concerning the needs of
2 Native groups, Alaska Eskimos and
Chukotka Natives in the Russian Far
East.

This action by the IWC thus
authorized aboriginal subsistence
whaling by the AEWC for bowhead
whales. This aboriginal subsistence
harvest is conducted in accordance with
a cooperative agreement between NOAA
and the AEWC.

The IWC set a 5-year block quota of
280 bowhead whales landed. For each
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of the years 1998 through 2002, the
number of bowhead whales struck may
not exceed 67, except that any unused
portion of a strike quota from any year,
including 15 unused strikes from the
1995—-1997 quota, may be carried
forward. No more than 15 strikes may be
added to the strike quota for any 1 year.
The 1999 strike quota was 82. At the
end of the 1999 harvest, there were 15
unused strikes available for carry-
forward, so the combined strike quota
for 2000 is also 82 (67 + 15).

The United States and the Russian
Federation have concluded an
arrangement to ensure that the total
quota of bowhead whales landed and
struck in 2000 will not exceed the
quotas set by the IWC. Under that
arrangement, the Russian natives may
use no more than 7 strikes, and the

Alaska Eskimos may use no more than
75 strikes.

NOAA is assigning 75 strikes to the
Alaska Eskimos. The AEWC will
allocate these strikes among the 10
villages whose cultural and subsistence
needs have been documented in past
requests for bowhead quotas from the
IWC, and will ensure that its hunters
use no more than 75 strikes.

Other Limitations

The IWC regulations, as well as the
NOAA rule at 50 CFR 230.4(c), forbid
the taking of calves or any whale
accompanied by a calf.

NOAA rules (at 50 CFR 230.4) contain
a number of other prohibitions relating
to aboriginal subsistence whaling, some
of which are summarized here. Only
licensed whaling captains or crew under
the control of those captains may engage
in whaling. They must follow the

provisions of the relevant cooperative
agreement between NOAA and a Native
American whaling organization. The
aboriginal hunters must have adequate
crew, supplies, and equipment. They
may not receive money for participating
in the hunt. No person may sell or offer
for sale whale products from whales
taken in the hunt, except for authentic
articles of Native handicrafts. Captains
may not continue to whale after the
relevant quota is taken, after the season
has been closed, or if their licenses have
been suspended. They may not engage
in whaling in a wasteful manner.

Dated: August 3, 2000.
Penelope D. Dalton,

Assistant Administrator for Fisheries,
National Marine Fisheries Services.

[FR Doc. 0020468 Filed 8—11-00; 8:45 am|
BILLING CODE 3510-22—F
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