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from the National Information Center
website at www.ffiec.gov/nic/.

Unless otherwise noted, comments
regarding each of these applications
must be received at the Reserve Bank
indicated or the offices of the Board of
Governors not later than September 5,
2000.

A. Federal Reserve Bank of New York
(Betsey Buttrill White, Senior Vice
President) 33 Liberty Street, New York,
New York 10045-0001:

1. M&T Bank Corporation, Buffalo,
New York, and Olympia Financial
Corp., Buffalo, New York; to acquire and
thereby merge with Premier National
Bancorp, Inc., Lagrangeville, New York,
and thereby indirectly acquire Premier
National Bank, Poughkeepsie, New
York. In connection with the
acquisition, M&T Bank Corporation has
applied to acquire an option to purchase
up to 19.9 percent of the voting shares
of Premier National Bancorp, Inc.

Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve
System, August 4, 2000.

Robert deV. Frierson,

Associate Secretary of the Board.

[FR Doc. 00—-20142 Filed 8—8-00; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6210-01-P

FEDERAL RESERVE SYSTEM
Sunshine Act Meeting

Agency Holding the Meeting:

Board of Governors of the Federal
Reserve System.

TIME AND DATE: 11 a.m., Monday, August
14, 2000.

Place: Marriner S. Eccles Federal
Reserve Board Building, 20th and C
Streets, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20551.
STATUS: Closed.

MATTERS TO BE CONSIDERED:

1. Personnel actions (appointments,
promotions, assignments,
reassignments, and salary actions)
involving individual Federal Reserve
System employees.

2. Any items carried forward from a
previously announced meeting.

CONTACT PERSON FOR MORE INFORMATION:
Lynn S. Fox, Assistant to the Board;
202—-452-3204.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: You may
call 202-452—-3206 beginning at
approximately 5 p.m. two business days
before the meeting for a recorded
announcement of bank and bank
holding company applications
scheduled for the meeting; or you may
contact the Board’s Web site at http://
www.federalreserve.gov for an
electronic announcement that not only
lists applications, but also indicates

procedural and other information about
the meeting.

Dated: August 4, 2000.
Robert deV. Frierson,
Associate Secretary of the Board.
[FR Doc. 00-20221 Filed 8—7-00; 11:08 am]
BILLING CODE 6210-01-P

GENERAL ACCOUNTING OFFICE

Fastener Quality Act Amendments Act
of 1999; Statutorily Required Study

AGENCY: General Accounting Office.

ACTION: Notice of inquiry; request for
comments.

SUMMARY: The General Accounting
Office is requesting interested parties to
provide information for a report to
Congress on any changes that
manufacturers, importers, distributors,
or retailers of fasteners have made as a
result of the “small lot” exemption
clause of the Fastener Quality Act
Amendments Act of 1999 (FQAAA).
Fasteners include metallic screws, nuts,
bolts, studs, or load-indicating washers;
and manufacturers, importers,
distributors and retailers make up the
fastener industry. The FQAAA exempts
those fasteners that are “‘a part that is
ordered for use as a spare, substitute,
service, or replacement part, unless that
part is in a package containing more
than 75 of any such part at the time of
sale, or a part that is contained in an
assembly kit.”” We refer to both
exemptions as the “small lot”
exemption. The FQAAA requires GAO
to submit a report to Congress
“describing any changes in industry
practice resulting from or apparently
resulting from” the enactment of the
small lot exemption; we expect to use
information from your comments in this
report.

DATES: Comments must be received by
November 30, 2000.

ADDRESSES: Send a copy of any
comments or examples of changes in
industry practice to the U.S. General
Accounting Office, General Government
Division, Room 2908, 441 G St., NW.,
Washington, DC 20548, Attention: Ms.
Theresa Roberson. Submit electronic
comments and other data to
fasteners@gao.gov. See SUPPLEMENTARY
INFORMATION for file formats and other
information about electronic filing.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Theresa Roberson, 202-512-3431, e-
mail: robersont.ggd@gao.gov, or Al
Stapleton, 202—-512—-3418, e-mail:
stapletona.ggd@gao.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Metallic
screws, nuts, bolts, studs or load-

indicating washers are collectively
known as fasteners. Sec. 3(6)(B) of the
Fastener Quality Act Amendments Act
of 1999 (FQAAA), Pub. L. 10634,
amended the Fastener Quality Act
(FQA), Pub. L. 101-592, by adding the
small lot exemption quoted above.
Congress was concerned that the small
lot exemption created a potential
loophole for members of the fastener
industry to circumvent the law’s
requirements and sell unsafe fasteners
either in packages of 75 or fewer or in
assembly kits. This concern led
Congress to include sec. 12 in the
FQAAA requiring GAO to prepare a
report to Congress describing any
changes in fastener industry practice
“resulting from or apparently resulting
from” the small lot exemption. The
report is to be issued not later than 2
years after enactment of the FQAAA,
June 8, 2001. This notice asks interested
parties to provide information on any
changes in fastener industry practice
resulting from or apparently resulting
from the small lot exemption. We expect
to use information from your comments
in our report.

Background

In the late 1980s, congressional
hearings showed that poor quality or
mislabeled fasteners might have posed a
threat to public safety. The Defense
Supply Center (DSC), which supplies
fasteners to the armed services, found
its inventory contained over 30 million
“bogus’ fasteners and Army depots
contained another 2.6 million
counterfeit fasteners. Similarly, the
National Aeronautics and Space
Administration (NASA) found
substandard fasteners in space shuttle
equipment and six of its fastener
vendors were found to have inadequate
quality control systems.

As a result of the evidence presented
at these hearings, Congress enacted the
FQA in 1990. This law imposes a
number of requirements on
manufacturers, distributors, importers,
and others that make and sell fasteners.
To prevent unsafe fasteners from
entering the U.S. market, the law
requires persons who manufacture and
sell fasteners covered by the Act to,
among other things, assure that they
meet applicable standards and
specifications through laboratory
testing. The Secretary of Commerce has
overall responsibility for the law.
Within Commerce, the National
Institute of Standards and Technology
(NIST) is responsible for implementing
regulations and for accrediting testing
laboratories, and the Bureau of Export
Administration (BXA) is responsible for
enforcing the law. Major concerns over
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this law’s potential burden on the
fastener industry delayed the
Department of Commerce’s
implementation of final regulations for
nearly a decade.

A manufacturer’s costs for laboratory
testing—on a per fastener basis—
increase as the quantity of fasteners sold
decreases. For example, fasteners sold
or imported in lots of 100 will have a
higher per-fastener cost for testing than
lots of 1,000 or 10,000. Concerns over
high testing costs for small lots led
Congress to amend the FQA in 1999 to
exempt from testing those fasteners that
are ordered for use as spare, substitute,
service, or replacement parts in
packages containing 75 or fewer items,
or parts contained in assembly kits. We
refer to both exemptions as the “small
lot” exemption.

The small lot exemption was included
in the 1999 amendments to FQA in
response to concerns from industries
that use fasteners, particularly foreign
automobile manufacturers. These users
were concerned that fastener
manufacturers’ compliance costs for
laboratory testing and recordkeeping
could make fasteners purchased in
small lots for service repairs and
assembly kits prohibitively expensive if
they were subject to the testing
requirements of the FQA. In turn, these
higher testing costs could lead fastener
manufacturers either to stop selling
fasteners in small lots or to continue
offering them for sale but at a price so
high that users might stop buying them
and instead substitute lower quality,
lower cost, “hardware store” fasteners.
Such substitutes could result in fastener
failures in the end-users’ products and
weakening public safety rather than
improving public safety as the law
intended.

Congress was concerned that the
small lot exemption created a potential
loophole for fastener manufacturers to
circumvent the FQA’s requirements.
This concern led Congress to include
sec. 12 in the FQAAA requiring GAO to
prepare a report to Congress describing
“any changes in industry practice
resulting from or apparently resulting
from” the small lot exemption.

Changes in Treatment of Small Lots
Sought

Two potential types of changes in
industry practice as a result of the small
lot exemption are: (1) Increased
marketing, distribution, and sale of safe,
properly labeled fasteners manufactured
after December 6, 1999, in packages of
75 or fewer or in an assembly kit to
avoid the costs of complying with the
Act as required of larger lots; and (2)
increased marketing, distribution, and

sale of poor quality, unsafe, or
mislabeled fasteners manufactured after
December 6, 1999, in packages of 75 or
fewer or in an assembly kit to
circumvent the testing requirements in
the Act that would expose the
mislabeling. For example, a
manufacturer could use less expensive
raw materials or perform tests less
frequently for fasteners meeting the
small lot exemption.

For example, if a farm equipment
company routinely bought fasteners
from a particular manufacturer in
packages of 500 but after December 6,
1999, could only buy those fasteners in
packages of 75 or fewer, then we would
like the farm equipment company to
report this change in fastener industry
practice to us. As another example, if a
railroad company routinely bought
assembly kits from a particular
manufacturer that contained safe,
properly labeled fasteners but after
December 6, 1999, those assembly kits
contained unsafe or mislabeled
fasteners, then we would like the
railroad company to report this change
in fastener industry practice to us.

For these and other examples in
which an interested party believes that
fastener industry practice has changed
due to the small lot exemption, we
would like: (1) As complete a
description as possible of the practice
before and after December 6, 1999; (2)
why the change in practice appears to
be related to the small lot exemption as
opposed to other factors; (3) whether the
fasteners involved were manufactured
before or after December 6, 1999; (4) any
data or references to sources of data that
would provide evidence of how
widespread such changes in industry
practice may be; and (5) the name and
phone number of a person we can
contact for additional information or
clarification. We are seeking to obtain
broad input from any interested party,
including those in the government
procurement community, the fastener
industry (manufacturers, importers,
distributors, retailers), companies large
and small that purchase fasteners to
assemble various products, and private
individuals.

Our report is to be issued not later
than 2 years after the enactment of the
1999 amendments to the FQA, June 8,
2001.

Types of Fasteners Covered by the Act

The following questions will help
interested parties identify only those
changes in industry practice that
involve fasteners that fall within the
small lot exemption. Some of the
information may be found on the

fasteners themselves or on their
packaging.

1. Is the fastener a screw, bolt, nut,
stud, or load-indicating washer?

2. Is the fastener made of metal?

3. Does the fastener have external or
internal threads?

4. Is the nominal diameter of the
fastener 6mm or V4 inch, or greater?

5. Was the fastener through-hardened
or represented as meeting a consensus
standard that calls for through-
hardening?

6. Was the fastener grade
identification marked or represented as
meeting a consensus standard that calls
for grade identification marking?

If you answered “YES” to ALL of
questions 1 through 6, continue to
questions 7 through 11. Otherwise
STOP, because any changes in fastener
industry practice related to these
fasteners is not to be included in the
GAQ report.

7. Is the fastener sold as part of an
already assembled product,
subassembly, or component?

8. Is the fastener grade marked 307A
or manufactured in accordance with
ASTM standard F432?

9. Is the fastener Federal Aeronautics
Administration approved for use on an
aircraft or by a foreign airworthiness
authority under parts 21.29, 21.500,
21.502, or 21.617 of title 14 of the Code
of Federal Regulations?

10. Is the fastener manufactured
under a fastener quality assurance
system (such as ISO 9000) in accordance
with the FQA?

11. Is the fastener manufactured only
to a proprietary standard?

If you answered “NO” to ALL of
questions 7 through 11, continue to
questions 12 and 13. Otherwise STOP,
because any changes in fastener
industry practice related to these
fasteners are not to be included in the
GAQ report.

12. Is the fastener for use as a spare,
substitute, service, or replacement part
and in a package of 75 or fewer at the
time of sale? (Continue to question 13.)

13. Is the fastener part of an assembly
kit for another product? (Continue to
question 14.)

If you answered “YES” to EITHER
question 12 or 13, any changes in
industry practice related to these
fasteners ARE to be included in the
GAQ report.

For all fasteners that met ONE OR
MORE of the requirements in questions
12 or 13, answer questions 14 and 15
because any changes in industry
practice related to these fasteners fall
within the small lot exemption.
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14. Can you determine the date the
fastener was manufactured? (If yes,
notify GAO of the date.)

15. Have there been any changes in
fastener industry practice resulting from
or apparently resulting from the small
lot exemption? (Report all such changes
in industry practice to the GAO address
above.)

Document Submission

Do not send original documents,
including photographs or graphics, in
the mail because they cannot be
returned.

Electronic Access and Filing

This notice is available on GAO’s
website at http://www.gao.gov under
the Fastener Quality Act Amendments
Act of 1999.

You may submit comments and data
by sending electronic mail (email) to:
fasteners@gao.gov. Please include the
name and phone number of the person
we should contact for clarification or
additional information.

Email messages are encouraged but
attachments to email messages are
discouraged because of the possibility of
transmitting computer viruses. If you
believe such attached files are necessary
to provide the requested information,
please send them in ASCII or Microsoft
Word format. No graphics should be
sent through email, but copies of
graphics may be sent to the address in
the ADDRESSES section at the beginning
of this document.

Authority: 15 U.S.C.A. 5402 note.
Dated: August 3, 2000.
Michael Brostek,
Associate Director, General Government
Division.
[FR Doc. 0020073 Filed 8—8—00; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 1610-02—P

GENERAL SERVICES
ADMINISTRATION

Notice of Intent To Prepare an
Environmental Impact Statement

The United States General Services
Administration intends to prepare an
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)
on the following project:

U.S. Courthouse
Los Angeles, California

Proposed Action: The United States
General Services Administration is
planning the construction of a new U.S.
Courthouse in downtown Los Angeles,
California. The building will house the
U.S. Courts and other Court related

agencies currently located in various
facilities.

Alternatives to the proposed action
include:

A. Construction of new facility on the
site located within downtown Los
Angeles and comprised of the southwest
half of the city block bounded by West
Temple Street, North Spring Street,
West First Street, and North Broadway.

B. Construction of a new facility on
the site located within downtown Los
Angeles and comprised of a full city
block bounded by West First Street,
South Broadway, West Second Street,
and South Hill Street. This action may
entail demolition of existing structures.

C. Construction of a new facility on
the site located within downtown Los
Angeles and comprised of a full city
block bounded by West First Street,
South Olive Street, West Second Street,
and South Grand Avenue. This action
may entail demolition of existing
structures.

D. No action: Space for the U.S.
Courts’ functions will continue to be
provided in the current facilities. The
impact to the community of maintaining
the status quo will be analyzed.

The public is cordially invited to
participate in the scoping process,
review of the draft Environmental
Impact Statement, and the public
meeting. The scoping meeting will be
held at the Los Angeles Downtown
Marriott Hotel, located at 333 South
Figueroa Street, Los Angeles, California,
on Thursday, August 31, 2000 from 4:30
p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

At the scoping meeting, the public
will be asked to identify any significant
issues that they believe should be
analyzed in the Environmental Impact
Statement.

Release of the draft EIS for public
comment and the public meeting will be
announced in the local newspaper, as
these dates are established.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:

Javad Soltani, General Services

Administration, Portfolio Management

Division (9PT), 450 Golden Gate

Avenue, San Francisco, California

94102, (415) 522-3493, Fax: (415) 522—

3215. Email: javad.soltani@gsa.gov.
Dated: July 31, 2000.

Javad Soltani,

Asset Planner.

[FR Doc. 00-20063 Filed 8—8—00; 8:45 am)]

BILLING CODE 6820-23-M

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

Food and Drug Administration

Request for Nominations for
Nonvoting Representatives of
Consumer and Industry Interests on
Public Advisory Panels or Committees

AGENCY: Food and Drug Administration,
HHS.

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) is requesting
nominations for nonvoting consumer
representatives and nonvoting industry
representatives to serve on certain
device panels of the Medical Devices
Advisory Committee in the Center for
Devices and Radiological Health
(CDRH). Nominations will be accepted
for current vacancies and for those that
will or may occur through July 31, 2001.

FDA has a special interest in ensuring
that women, minority groups,
individuals with disabilities, and small
businesses are adequately represented
on advisory committees and, therefore,
encourages nominations for
appropriately qualified candidates from
these groups, as well as nominations
from small businesses that manufacture
medical devices subject to the
regulations.

DATES: Nominations should be received
by September 8, 2000, for vacancies
listed in this notice.

ADDRESSES: All nominations and
curricula vitae (which includes
nominee’s office address, telephone
number, and e-mail address) for
consumer representatives should be
submitted in writing to Mary C. Wallace
(address below). All nominations and
curricula vitae (which includes
nominee’s office address, telephone
number, and e-mail address) for
industry representatives should be
submitted in writing to Kathleen L.
Walker (address below).
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Regarding consumer representatives:
Mary C. Wallace, Office of Consumer
Affairs (HFE-3), Food and Drug
Administration, 5600 Fishers Lane,
Rockville, MD 20857, 301-827—-4406, e-
mail: MWALLACE@OC.FDA.GOV.
Regarding industry representatives:
Kathleen L. Walker, Office of Systems
and Management (HFZ-17), Food and
Drug Administration, 2098 Gaither Rd.,
Rockville, MD 20850, 301-594—-1283,
ext. 114, e-mail:
KLW@CDRH.FDA.GOV.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: FDA is
requesting nominations for nonvoting
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