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3. Board meetings are open to the
public. Board members do not have
access to classified or proprietary
information in connection with their
Board duties.
II. Nomination Information
1. Nominations are sought from the
private sector as described above.
2. Nominees should have established
records of distinguished service and
shall be familiar with the quality
improvement operations of
manufacturing companies, service
companies, small businesses, education,
and health care. The category (field of
eminence) for which the candidate is
qualified should be specified in the
nomination letter. Nominations for a
particular category should come from
organizations or individuals within that
category. A summary of the candidate’s
qualifications should be included with
the nomination, including (where
applicable) current or former service on
federal advisory boards and federal
employment. In addition, each
nomination letter should state that the
person agrees to the nomination,
acknowledges the responsibilities of
serving on the Board, and will actively
participate in good faith in the tasks of
the Board. Besides participation at
meetings, it is desired that members be
able to devote the equivalent of seven
days between meetings to either
developing or researching topics of
potential interest, and so forth, in
furtherance of their Board duties.
3. The Department of Commerce is
committed to equal opportunity in the
workplace and seeks a broad-based and
diverse Board membership.
Dated: July 21, 2000.
Karen H. Brown,
Deputy Director.
[FR Doc. 00–19089 Filed 7–27–00; 8:45 am]
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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
National Institute of Standards and
Technology
Judges Panel of the Malcolm Baldrige
National Quality Award
AGENCY: National Institute of Standards
and Technology, Department of
Commerce.
ACTION: Request for nominations of
members to serve on the Judges Panel of
the Malcolm Baldrige National Quality
Award.

NIST invites and requests
nomination of individuals for
appointment to the Judges Panel of the
SUMMARY:
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Malcolm Baldrige National Quality
Award (Judges Panel). The terms of
some of the members of the Judges
Panel will soon expire. NIST will
consider nominations received in
response to this notice for appointment
to the Committee, in addition to
nominations already received.
DATES: Please submit nominations on or
before August 14, 2000.
ADDRESSES: Please submit nominations
to Harry Hertz, Director, National
Quality Program, NIST, 100 Bureau
Drive, Mail Stop 1020, Gaithersburg,
MD 20899–1020. Nominations may also
submitted via FAX to 301–948–3716.
Additional information regarding the
Committee, including its charter,
current membership list, and executive
summary may be found on its electronic
home page at: http://
www.quality.nist.gov.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Harry Hertz, Director, National Quality
Program and Designated Federal
Official, NIST, 100 Bureau Drive, Mail
Stop 1020, Gaithersburg, MD 20899–
1020; telephone 301–975–2361; FAX
301–948–3716; or via e-mail at
harry.hertz@nist.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
I. Judges Panel Information
The Judges Panel was established in
accordance with 15 U.S.C. 3711a(d)(1),
the Federal Advisory Committee Act (5
U.S.C. app. 2), The Malcolm Baldrige
National Quality Improvement Act of
1987 (Public Law 101–107).
Objectives and Duties
1. The Judges Panel will ensure the
integrity of the Malcolm Baldrige
National Quality Award selection
process by reviewing the results of
examiners’ scoring of written
applications, and then voting on which
applicants merit site visits by examiners
to verify the accuracy of quality
improvements claimed by applicants.
2. The Judges Panel will ensure that
individuals on site visit teams for the
Award finalists have no conflict of
interest with respect to the finalists. The
Panel will also review recommendations
from site visits, and recommend Award
recipients.
3. The Judges Panel will function
solely as an advisory body, and will
comply with the provisions of the
Federal Advisory Committee Act.
4. The Panel will report to the
Director of NIST.
Membership
1. The Judges Panel is composed of
nine members selected on a clear,
standardized basis, in accordance with
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applicable Department of Commerce
Guidance. There will be a balanced
representation from U.S. service and
manufacturing industries, education,
and health care and will include
members familiar with quality
improvement in their area of business.
No employee of the Federal Government
shall serve as a member of the Judges
Panel.
2. The Judges Panel will be appointed
by the Secretary of Commerce and will
serve at the discretion of the Secretary.
The term of office of each Panel member
shall be three years. All terms will
commence on March 1 and end on
February 28 of the appropriate year.
Miscellaneous
1. Members of the Judges Panel shall
serve without compensation, but may,
upon request, be reimbursed travel
expenses, including per diem, as
authorized by 5 U.S.C. 5701 et seq.
2. The Judges Panel will meet four
times per year. Additional meetings may
be called as deemed necessary by the
NIST Director or by the Chairperson.
Meetings are one to four days in
duration. In addition, each Judge must
attend an annual three-day Examiner
training course.
3. Committee meetings are closed to
the public pursuant to Section 10(d) of
the Federal Advisory Committee Act, 5
U.S.C. app. 2, as amended by Section
5(c) of the Government in the Sunshine
Act, Pub. L. 94–409, and in accordance
with Section 552b(c)(4) of title 5, United
States Code. Since the members of the
Judges Panel examine records and
discuss Award applicant data, the
meeting is likely to disclose trade
secrets and commercial or financial
information obtained from a person may
be privileged or confidential.
II. Nomination Information
1. Nominations are sought from all
U.S. service and manufacturing
industries, education, and health care as
described above.
2. Nominees should have established
records of distinguished service and
shall be familiar with the quality
improvement operations of
manufacturing companies, service
companies, small businesses, education
and health care organizations. The
category (field of eminence) for which
the candidate is qualified should be
specified in the nomination letter.
Nominations for a particular category
should come from organizations or
individuals within that category. A
summary of the candidate’s
qualifications should be included with
the nomination, including (where
applicable) current or former service on
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federal advisory boards and federal
employee. In addition, each nomination
letter should state that the person agrees
to the nomination, acknowledge the
responsibilities of serving on the Judges
Panel, and will actively participate in
good faith in the tasks of the Judges
Panel. Besides participation at meetings,
it is desired that members be able to
devote the equivalent of seventeen days
between meetings to either developing
or researching topics of potential
interest, reading Baldrige applications,
and so forth, in furtherance of their
Committee duties.
3. The Department of Commerce is
committed to equal opportunity in the
workplace and seeks a broad-based and
diverse Judges Panel membership.
Dated: July 21, 2000.
Karen H. Brown,
Deputy Director.
[FR Doc. 00–19090 Filed 7–27–00; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510–13–M

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
National Institute of Standards and
Technology
Notice of Government Owned
Inventions Available for Licensing
SUMMARY: The inventions listed below
are owned in whole or in part by the
U.S. Government, as represented by the
Department of Commerce. The
Department of Commerce’s ownership
interest in the inventions is available for
licensing in accordance with 35 U.S.C.
207 and 37 CFR part 404 to achieve
expeditious commercialization of
results of Federally funded research and
development.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Technical and licensing information on
these inventions may be obtained by
writing to: National Institute of
Standards and Technology, Office of
Technology Partnerships, Building 820,
Room 213, Gaithersburg, MD 20899; Fax
301–869–2751. Any request for
information should include the NIST
Docket No. and Title for the relevant
invention as indicated below.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: NIST may
enter into a Cooperative Research and
Development Agreement (‘‘CRADA’’)
with the licensee to perform further
research on the inventions for purposes
of commercialization. The inventions
available for licensing are:

NIST Docket Number: 99–018US
Title: Humidity Chamber For
Scanning Stylus Atomic Force
Microscope With Cantilever Tracking.
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Abstract: The present invention
provides a novel humidity chamber
suitable for use with an atomic force
microscope (AFM).The humidity
chamber of the present invention
employs an intricate geometrical design
which can accommodate a scannedstylus AFM with an optical lever. This
geometrical design allows the invention
to enclose one or more of the AFM
scanner, tip assembly, optical lever
detection system, sample and an optical
microscope objective lens, without
degrading the ability to operate the AFM
or the related systems. The invention is
comprised of two major pieces: a
chamber within which the AFM
scanning head assembly is placed, and
an integrated sample platform and
spring-loaded base-plate that allows
samples to be loaded and unloaded
without removal of the chamber from
the AFM scanning head assembly. The
sample platform, which extends up
from the base-plate and is inserted into
the chamber and the bottom portion of
the sample platform to secure the
sample platform and base-plate. The
spring-loaded base allows the zdirectional motors of the AFM to be
used to position the sample just below
the probe prior to scanning, while at the
same time providing an essentially airtight fit between the chamber and the
AFM scanning head. An embodiment of
the present invention is suitable for use
with one or both of a means for sensing
relative humidity and a means for
controlling relative humidity.
NIST Docket Number: 99–021US
Title: A Rotating-Wheel Refreshable
Braille Reader.
Abstract: This invention would
produce computer-refreshable Braille
text for tactile reading by the blind and
visually impaired, thus improving
accessibility to computer services such
as electronic books, e-mail and other
network access, and general computer
use. Cost and mechanical reliability are
the two main impediments to
widespread use of refreshable Braille
devices. This device utilizes a rotatingwheel and is designed to be
mechanically simpler than existing
refreshable Braille devices, while
providing much of their functionality as
well as additional features. It is believed
that this design will allow for greatly
lowered cost and improved reliability in
comparison to existing systems. It is
believed that this device can be
implemented in such a way as to
provide refreshable Braille text to the
user at a ‘‘typical’’ reading rate of 125
words per minute, and also at a ‘‘high’’
reading rate of 250 words per minute.
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NIST Docket Number: 97–038US
Title: Micron-Scale Differential
Scanning Calorimeter On A Chip.
Abstract: A differential scanning
microcalorimeter produced on a silicon
chip enables microscopic scanning
calorimetry measurements of small
samples and thin films. The chip may
be fabricated using standard CMOS
processes. The microcalorimeter
includes a reference zone and a sample
zone. The reference and sample zones
may be at opposite ends of a suspended
platform or may reside on separate
platforms. An integrated polysilicon
heater provides heat to each zone. A
thermopile consisting of a succession of
thermocouple junctions generates a
voltage representing the temperature
difference between the reference and
sample zones. Temperature differences
between the zones provide information
about the chemical reactions and phase
transitions that occur in a sample placed
in the sample zone.
Dated: July 21, 2000.
Karen H. Brown,
Deputy Director.
[FR Doc. 00–19087 Filed 7–27–00; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510–13–M

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Evaluation of Coastal Zone
Management Programs
AGENCY: Office of Ocean and Coastal
Resource Management, National Ocean
Service, National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
DOC.
ACTION: Notice of intent to evaluate.
SUMMARY: The NOAA Office of Ocean
and Coastal Resource Management
(OCRM) announces its intent to evaluate
the performance of the Maine and
Washington Coastal Management
Programs.
These evaluations will be conducted
pursuant to section 312 of the Coastal
Zone Management Act of 1972 (CZMA),
as amended, and regulations at 15 CFR
Part 928.
The CZMA requires a continuing
review of the performance of states with
respect to coastal program
implementation. Evaluation of Coastal
Zone Management Programs require
findings concerning the extent to which
a state has met the national objectives,
adhered to its coastal program
document approved by the Secretary of
Commerce, and adhered to the terms of
financial assistance awards funded
under the CZMA.
The evaluation will include a site
visit, consideration of public comments,
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