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385.211, and 385.214. In determining
the appropriate action to take, the
Commission will consider all protests
filed, but only those who file a motion
to intervene in accordance with the
Commission’s Rules may become a
party to the proceeding. Any protests or
motions to intervene must be received
on or before the specified deadline date
for the particular application.

Filing and Service of Responsive
Documents—Any filings must bear in
all capital letters the title
“COMMENTS”,
“RECOMMENDATIONS FOR TERMS
AND CONDITIONS”, “PROTEST”, or
“MOTION TO INTERVENE”, as
applicable, and the Project Number of
the particular application to which the
filing refers. Any of the above-named
documents must be filed by providing
the original and the number of copies
provided by the Commission’s
regulations to: The Secretary, Federal
Energy Regulatory Commission, 888
First Street, N.E., Washington, D.C.
20426. A copy of any motion to
intervene must also be served upon each
representative of the Applicant
specified in the particular application.

Agency Comments—Federal, state,
and local agencies are invited to file
comments on the described application.
A copy of the application may be
obtained by agencies directly from the
Applicant. If any agency does not file
comments within the time specified for
filing comments, it will be presumed to
have no comments. One copy of an
agency’s comments must also be sent to
the Applicant’s representatives.

David P. Boergers,

Secretary.

[FR Doc. 00-8064 Filed 3—31—-00; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6717-01-M

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
AGENCY

[FRL-6565-8]

Agency Information Collection
Activities; Training Requirements for
Authorization of Compliance
Monitoring Inspectors

AGENCY: Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA).
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: In compliance with the
Paperwork Reduction Act (44 U.S.C.
3501 et seq.), this notice announces that
EPA is planning to submit the following
proposed Information Collection
Request (ICR) to the Office of
Management and Budget (OMB):
Training Requirements for

Authorization of Compliance
Monitoring Inspectors, EPA ICR number
1960.01. Before submitting the ICR to
OMB for review and approval, EPA is
soliciting comments on specific aspects
of the proposed information collection
as described below.

DATES: Comments must be submitted on
or before July 3, 2000.

ADDRESSES: Jonathan S. Binder (2224A),
U.S. EPA, 401 M St., S.W., Washington
D.C. 20460. Interested persons may
obtain a copy of the ICR without charge
by calling Jonathan S. Binder at (202)
564—-2516.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Jonathan S. Binder, (202) 564—2516.
Facsimile number: (202) 564—0009.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Affected
entities: Entities potentially affected by
this action are federally-recognized
Indian tribes (tribes), states, and
territories, as well as inter-tribal
consortia who maintain a cooperative
agreement with the EPA, whose
environment inspectors are nominated
for authorization or are currently
authorized to conduct federal
inspections on behalf of EPA. The
request for information from these
affected entities is voluntary and based
upon the desire of tribes, states,
territories, or inter-tribal consortia to
enable their employees to receive
federal inspector credentials.

Title: Training Requirements for
Authorization of Compliance
Monitoring Inspectors.

Abstract: This will be a collection of
information on the training background
of employees of tribes, states, territories,
and inter-tribal consortia who are
nominated for authorization or are
currently authorized to conduct federal
inspections on behalf of EPA.

Various federal environmental laws
authorize the Administrator of EPA or
her designee to monitor the regulated
communities’ compliance with statutory
and regulatory requirements. Through
the development of standard
procedures, EPA is planning to
“authorize” or “duly designate”
inspectors employed by tribes, states,
territories, and inter-tribal consortia to
conduct environmental compliance
inspections (inspections) with federal
credentials on behalf of EPA. The
standard procedures will be designed to
facilitate a partnership between EPA
and tribes, states, territories, and inter-
tribal consortia to protect human health
and the environment.

With this initiative, EPA strives to
build the capacity of regulating agencies
and/or departments for more effective
compliance monitoring of the regulated
community. Under the draft national

procedures, EPA retains sole
responsibility for authorizing inspectors
and issuing, replacing, renewing, and
revoking federal credentials. EPA also
retains decision-making authority for all
federal enforcement and compliance
assistance activities related to
inspections conducted by authorized
inspectors using federal credentials. As
such, neither tribes, states, nor
territories, nor authorized inspectors
could take a federal enforcement action
with information gathered during an
inspection conducted with a federal
credential unless otherwise authorized
to do so by EPA.

The draft national standards seek to
ensure the quality of inspectors who
receive or retain authorization to
conduct inspections on behalf of EPA.
EPA needs to collect certain information
that is currently not collected and
which does not exist in our current
databases. To meet this need, EPA
designed a training requirements form
that will make it easy for EPA, tribes,
states, territories, and their employees to
assess the qualifications of inspectors
who receive or retain authorization to
conduct inspections on EPA’s behalf.
There are three components to the
collection of information on training
taken by individual inspectors. First, the
“ title of the training” is required.
Second, the “completion date” of the
training is required. Third and finally,
the “training sponsor” is required. To
ensure that the courses meet the
requirements of the draft Inspector
Credentials Authorization Procedures,
EPA may also request the outline or
other information on training courses
sponsored by non-EPA entities; tribes,
states, territories, and inter-tribal
consortium are encouraged to attach this
information when sending this form to
EPA.

The training requirements form can be
completed electronically and E-mailed
to the appropriate Agency contact or
sent in hardcopy via the postal service
or express mail. Moreover, the training
requirements form will be available via
the Internet.

A Department or agency may not
conduct or sponsor, and a person is not
required to respond to, a collection of
information unless it displays a
currently valid OMB control number.
The OMB control numbers for EPA’s
regulations are listed in 40 CFR Part 9
and 48 CFR Chapter 15.

The EPA is soliciting comments to:

(i) Evaluate whether the proposed
collection of information is necessary
for the proper performance of the
functions of the agency, including
whether the information will have
practical utility;
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(ii) Evaluate the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of the burden of the
proposed collection of information,
including the validity of the
methodology and assumptions used;

(iii) Enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and

(iv) Minimize the burden of the
collection of information on those who
are to respond, including the use of
appropriate automated electronic,
mechanical, or other technological
collection techniques or other forms of
information technology, e.g., permitting
electronic submission of responses.

Burden Statement: It is estimated that
approximately 80 regulating agencies
and/or departments and inter-tribal
consortia may voluntarily agree to
nominate employees to receive federal
inspector credentials and submit
information on the training experiences
of each inspector. EPA estimates that
participating regulating agencies and/or
departments and/or inter-tribal
consortia may need to spend 45 minutes
to complete the form (30 minutes of staff
time and 15 minutes of a supervisor’s
time) for each affected employee. EPA is
estimating that each agency, on average,
may nominate 2 inspectors for
authorization to receive federal
credentials. Therefore, a total of 120
person hours within the regulating
agencies and/or departments and/or
inter-tribal consortia may be expended
to provide EPA with the training
experiences. This burden hour estimate
translates to a cost of $32.66 per each of
the 80 regulating agency and/or
department and/or inter-tribal consortia
that voluntarily completes the
background information form for two
inspectors and a total cost of $2,612.80.
The costs to the regulating agencies and/
or departments and/or inter-tribal
consortia were calculated based on labor
rates of $17.48 per hour, plus $30.34
supervisory time from the United States
of Commerce, Bureau of Labor Statistics,
March 1998, Table 4: Employment Costs
of State and Local Government. Burden
means the total time, effort, or financial
resources expended by persons to
generate, maintain, retain, or disclose or
provide information to or for a Federal
agency. This includes the time needed
to review instructions; collect, validate,
and verify information, processing and
maintaining information, and disclosing
and providing information; adjust the
existing ways to comply with any
previously applicable instructions and
requirements; train personnel to be able
to respond to a collection of
information; search data sources;
complete and review the collection of

information; and transmit or otherwise
disclose the information.

Dated: March 17, 2000.
Michael Stahl,
Acting Director Office of Compliance.
[FR Doc. 00-8154 Filed 3—31-00; 8:45 am]|
BILLING CODE 6560-50-U

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
AGENCY

[FRL-6570-6]

Agency Information Collection
Activities: Submission for OMB
Review; Comment Request; Guidance
Manual and Example NPDES Permit for
Concentrated Animal Feeding
Operations

AGENCY: Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA).
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: In compliance with the
Paperwork Reduction Act (44 U.S.C.
3501 et seq.), this document announces
that the following proposed Information
Collection Request (ICR) has been
forwarded to the Office of Management
and Budget (OMB) for review and
approval:

Guidance Manual and Example
NPDES Permit for Concentrated Animal
Feeding Operations, ICR 1937.01. The
ICR describes the nature of the
information collection request and its
expected burden and cost.

DATES: Comments must be submitted on
or before May 3, 2000.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For
a copy of the ICR contact Sandy Farmer
at EPA by phone at (202) 260-2740, by
email at farmer.sandy@epa.gov, or
download a copy of the ICR off the
Internet at http://www.epa.gov/icr and
refer to EPA ICR No. 1937.01. For
technical questions about the ICR
contact Charlotte White by telephone:
(202) 260-8559.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Title:
Guidance Manual and Example NPDES
Permit for Concentrated Animal Feeding
Operations (EPA ICR No. 1937.01). This
is a new collection.

Abstract: This information collection
burden is a result of EPA’s issuance of
guidance concerning permits issued to
concentrated animal feeding operations
(CAFOs), which are point sources
subject to permitting under the National
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System
(NPDES). Also affected by the permit
guidance provisions are NPDES-
authorized States implementing the
NPDES permitting program for CAFOs.
The animal livestock industry is shifting
toward larger facilities and increased

potential for water quality impacts. To
help address the potential and actual
impacts on water quality, the manual
provides guidance for permitting
agencies regarding the development of
effective NPDES permits for CAFOs.
Although the guidance does not
increase the number of CAFOs subject
to permitting under the NPDES
permitting program, it recommends the
development of a comprehensive
nutrient management plan (CNMP) as a
special condition of NPDES permits
issued to CAFOs. This proposed ICR
covers the development of the CNMP,
which includes soil and manure
sampling; reporting of CNMP
development to the permitting
authority; and other reporting and
record keeping activities that are not
described in the current NPDES
program guidance for CAFOs. When
CNMPs are part of the NPDES permit,
the collection of information
requirements of the CNMP are
mandatory. EPA has authority to
undertake the information collection
activities under section 308 of the Clean
Water Act and under Title 33, sections
1311, 1318, and 1342 of the United
States Code. Components of a CNMP
typically include: manure handling and
storage, land application of manure,
land management, recordkeeping, and
other utilization options. EPA believes
this CNMP will reduce the potential
impact that changes in the industry will
have on water quality. CNMP data will
be used by EPA and States to develop
permits, used by the regulated facilities
to ensure appropriate land application,
and used by the compliance monitoring
and enforcement personnel to document
NPDES permit compliance. The
guidance also recommends that the
permittee maintain records concerning
manure generation and disposition, and
summarize this information on an
annual reporting form. Under the
guidance, the permittee would also be
asked to certify that the facility’s CNMP
reflects current conditions. EPA needs
this information to more fully and
effectively implement the requirements
of the Clean Water Act, which prohibits
the discharge of pollutants from point
sources—including discharges from
CAFOs—to waters of the United States
without an NPDES permit.

An agency may not conduct or
sponsor, and a person is not required to
respond to, a collection of information
unless it displays a currently valid OMB
control number. The OMB control
numbers for EPA’s regulations are listed
in 40 CFR part 9 and 48 CFR Chapter
15. The Federal Register document
required under 5 CFR 1320.8(d),
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