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notice announces the intent of the Farm
Service Agency (FSA) to request
revision and extension of currently
approved information collections used
in support of FSA’s Farm Loan
Programs (FLP). The renewal includes
revisions to information collections
resulting from the new Low-
Documentation Direct Operating Loan
application process which will be
published under a separate Federal
Register publication titled,
“Implementation of Lo-Documentation
Direct Operating Loan (Lo-Doc)
Regulations.” Lo-Doc makes the Direct
Operating Loan program application
process more consistent with the
guaranteed loan program and standard
industry practices. Loan processing will
be more efficient and less time
consuming.

DATES: Comments on this notice must be
received on or before May 22, 2000 to
be assured consideration.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT.:
Cathy Quayle, Senior Loan Officer,
USDA, Farm Service Agency, Loan
Making Division, 1400 Independence
Avenue, SW, STOP 0522, Washington,
D.C. 20250-0522; Telephone (202) 690—
4018; Electronic mail:
cquayle@wdc.fsa.usda.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Title:
Receiving and Processing Applications.
OMB Control Number: 0560-0178.

Expiration Date of Approval: April 30,
2000.

Type of Request: Revision and
Extension of Currently Approved
Information Collection.

Abstract: The information collected
under OMB Control Number 0560-0178
is used in processing applications for
direct FLP loans. Specifically, the
Agency uses the information in making
eligibility and financial feasibility
determinations for direct operating,
farm ownership, and emergency loans,
as authorized under the Consolidated
Farm and Rural Development Act. The
specific information collected is
business and entity supporting
documentation on organizational
structure and financial information,
documentation of farm experience and
training, verification that the applicant
is unable to obtain credit elsewhere,
historical financial and production
records, and copies of any lease
agreements or legal descriptions of real
estate they own. Regulations are being
revised under a separate Federal
Register publication to implement a Lo-
Doc application process which will
decrease collections required from
applicants requesting operating loans of
$50,000 or less, or recurring annual
operating loans. Lo-Doc will decrease

the burden on both FSA employees and
customers. Specifically, for Lo-Doc
application processing only the entity
supporting documentation information
from this collection may be required.

Estimate of Burden: Public reporting
burden for this collection of information
is estimated to average 4.2 hours per
response.

Respondents: Individuals or
households, businesses or others for
profit, and farms.

Estimated Number of Respondents:
34,970.

Estimated Number of Responses per
Respondent: 5.03.

Estimated Total Annual Burden on
Respondents: 147,551.

Comments are sought on these
requirements including: (a) whether the
collection of information is necessary
for the proper performance of the
functions of the agency, including
whether the information will have
practical utility, (b) the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of burden including
the validity of the methodology and
assumptions used; (c) ways to enhance
the quality, utility and clarity of the
information to be collected; (d) ways to
minimize the burden of the collection of
information on those who are to
respond, including through the use of
appropriate automated, electronic,
mechanical, or other technological
collections techniques or other forms of
information technology.

These comments should be sent to the
Desk Officer for Agriculture, Office of
Information and Regulatory Affairs,
Office of Management and Budget,
Washington, D.C. 20503 and to Cathy
Quayle, USDA, FSA, Farm Loan
Programs, Loan Making Division, 1400
Independence Avenue, SW, STOP 0522,
Washington D.C. 20250-0522. Copies of
the information collection may be
obtained from Cathy Quayle at the
above address.

Comments regarding paperwork
burden will be summarized and
included in the request for OMB
approval of the information collection.
All comments will also become a matter
of public record.

Signed in Washington, D.C., on March 13,
2000.

Keith Kelly,

Administrator, Farm Service Agency.

[FR Doc. 00-7037 Filed 3—21-00; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3410-05-P

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Forest Service

East Side Project, McKean, Elk and
Forest Counties, PA

AGENCY: Forest Service, USDA.

ACTION: Revised notice of intent to
prepare an environmental impact
statement.

SUMMARY: Reference is made to our
notice of intent to prepare an
environmental impact statement for the
East Side Project (FR Document 98—
10895 filed 4/23/98) published in the
Federal Register, Volume 63, No. 79,
Friday, April 24, 1998, pages 20368—69.

In accordance with Forest Service
Environmental Policy and Procedures
handbook 1909.15, part 21.2—Revision
of Notices of Intent, we are revising the
date that the Draft Environmental
Impact Statement is expected to be filed
with the Environmental Protection
Agency and be available for public
review and comment to April 10, 2000.
Subsequently, the date the final EIS is
scheduled to be completed is revised to
be August 1, 2000.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Gary
W. Kell, Allegheny National Forest at
P.O. Box 847, Warren, PA 16365 or by
telephone at 814/723-5150.

Dated: March 14, 2000.
John E. Palmer,
Forest Supervisor.
[FR Doc. 00-7018 Filed 3—21-00; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3410-11-M

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Forest Service

Hidden Cedar Project, ID; Panhandle
National Forests, Shoshone County, ID
AGENCY: Forest Service, USDA.

ACTION: Notice of intent to prepare an
environmental impact statement.

SUMMARY: The St. Joe Ranger District of
the Idaho Panhandle National Forest is
considering vegetation, watershed
restoration, and access management
activities in the Hidden Cedar Project.
The project area is located
approximately 26 miles south of the
town of St. Maries on the St. Maries
River.

The proposed action was designed to
meet the primary objectives listed
below. The interdisciplinary team
reviewed the Natural Resource Agenda,
the Interior Columbia Basin Ecosystem
Management Project, the Idaho
Panhandle Forest Plan, and the St. Joe
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Geographic Assessment. Using these
documents and information specific to
the project area, the interdisciplinary
team completed an Ecosystem Analysis
at the Watershed Scale for the Hidden
Cedar Project Area (located in the
project file) to document resource
conditions and note where activities
were needed to improve them. The
following needs for the Hidden Cedar
area were derived from the Ecosystem
Analysis: (1) Improve soil conditions;
(2) Reduce sedimentation from past
activities, which have caused
streambank instability, channel erosion
and increased sedimentation; (3)
Provide or improve wildlife security; (4)
Reduce the impacts of existing roads
such as influences on hydrologic
properties, fish migration barriers
(culverts), while providing adequate and
appropriate access for management,
recreation and adjacent landowners; (5)
Move vegetation toward historical
conditions in terms of species
composition and size where feasible and
acceptable to other resources, and (5)
Reduce fuel build-up where it poses a
risk to human uses in the project area.
DATE: Comments should be postmarked
by April 15, 2000. Please include your
name and address and the name of the
project on which you are commenting.
ADDRESSES: For your comments to be
most useful, they should be as specific
as possible to the project area and the
Proposed Action.

Submit written comments and
suggestions on the proposed
management activities or request to be
places on project mailing list to: George
M. Bain, District Ranger, St. Joe Ranger
District, PO Box 407, St. Maries, ID
83861. Forest Supervisor, Idaho
Panhandle National Forests, 3815
Schreiber Way, Coeur d’Alene, ID 83814
is the Responsible Official.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Cameo Flood, Project Team Leader, St.
Joe Ranger District, (208) 245-4517.

Comments received in response to
this solicitation, including names and
addresses of those who comment, will
be considered part of the public record
on this proposed action and will be
available for public inspection.
Comments submitted anonymously will
be accepted and considered; however,
those who submit anonymous
comments will not have standing to
appeal the subsequent decision under
36 CFR Parts 215 or 217. Additionally,
pursuant to 7 CFR 1.27(d), any person
may request the agency to withhold a
submission from the public record by
showing how the Freedom of
Information Act (FOIA) permits such
confidentiality. Persons requesting such

confidentiality may be granted in only
very limited circumstances, such as to
protect trade secrets. The Forest Service
will inform the requester of the agency’s
decision regarding the request for
confidentiality, and where the request is
denied, the agency will return the
submission and notify the requester that
the comments may be resubmitted with
or without name and address within 10
days.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Vegetation
management under this proposal is
designed to meet several needs,
including providing timber products to
local markets, protecting and enhancing
wildlife habitat needs, providing for
long term growth and yield as directed
in the Idaho Panhandle National Forest
Plan, increasing fire resiliency, reducing
fire hazards, and moving the vegetation
to the conditions the area historically
had in terms of tree species composition
and density.

Treatments include approximately
1768 acres of commercial timber
harvesting including commercial
thinning, shelterwood preparation and
seed cuttings, group shelterwoods,
irregular group shelterwoods, and
clearcuts with reserves.

Stream Channel and Fish Habitat
Restoration

The NEPA analysis will consider
possible riparian road relocation and/or
obliteration in the proposed action or
alternatives. Segments of Roads 498
(Hidden Creek), 341 (Wood Creek) and
3340 (Mazie Creek) have been identified
for possible relocation or obliteration
that could be included in the analysis.
An unnamed drainage north of the
Clarkia Work Center also contains
several riparian and/or other primitive
roads that could be put into long term
storage or obliterated. Other unclassified
roads throughout the project area will be
evaluated if they should be placed on
the Forest Development Road (FDR)
system or if additional treatment is
needed such as decompaction,
revegetation, culvert removal or some
degree of recontouring.

As a minimum, for the proposed
action, the following Forest
Development Roads will be managed as
unrestricted routes, available for all
motorized vehicle use: East Elk Road
1451 (Staples Creek), from SH3 to Road
1491; Christmas Creek Road 3321, from
County Road to the end of road;
Anthony Peak Road 1486, from the
County Road to Road 3685; Bluebell
Road 3685, from Road 1486 to the “four
way saddle;” Cats Spur Road 361, from
Road 1486 to Road 1450; Log Creek
Road 1450, from Road 361 to Road 1480;
Keeler Connection Road 764, from SH3

to Read 765A; County Line Road 765A,
from Road 765 to SH3; Hidden Creek
Road 498, from Road 765 to the “forks
of Hidden Cr”’; Wood Creek Road 341,
from SH3 to Road 3340; Clarkia Emerald
Creek Road 504, from SH3 to Road 447;
Bechtel Mountain Road 3478, from Road
504 to the top of Bechtel Mountain;
Anthony Peak Road 1486, segment I,
from the County Road to Road 3685;
Anthony Peak Road 1486, segment III,
from Road 3685 to Road 3686; Bluebell
Road 3685, from Road 1486 to Road
3685C; and Bobcat Road 3554, from
Road 1450 to Road 3554A.

These roads are in addition to the
general public access provided by State
Highway 3 and other landowners in the
area.

Access Management

Approximately 9.7 miles of road
construction would be needed to access
timber harvesting units.

Adjacent landowners (Potlatch
Corporation and the Idaho Department
of Lands) have indicated that in the near
future, they will be requesting access
across National Forest System Lands in
the project area to reach their lands. The
federal government is required to allow
reasonable access the adjacent lands
after the appropriate analysis and
consultation. The amount of additional
road access (new road construction)
associated with these access requests is
estimated at between two and five
miles.

Preliminary Issues

We expect issues and concerns with
this project to include the impacts on
wildlife, fish, water quality, and
recreation, as well as road construction,
clearcutting and economic feasibility.
Issues will be developed and analyzed
based on public comment and the
interdisciplinary team’s analysis of
effects on resources. Alternatives will be
developed to modify or eliminate the
impacts from proposed activities and
still meet the purpose for this project.

Additionally, some of the vegetation
treatment may result in opening of over
60 acres, which requires a 60 day
comment period. While we would like
comments that would affect alternatives
early, comments on the size of openings
and their effects should be received by
May 15, 2000.

The draft environmental impact
statement is expected to be filed with
the Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) and available for public review in
September 2000. The final
environmental impact statement is
expected to be completed in February
2001.
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The comment period on the draft
environmental impact statement will be
45 days from the date the
Environmental Protection Agency
publishes the notice of availability in
the Federal Register,

The Forest Service believes, at this
early stage, it is important to give
reviewers notice of several court rulings
related to public participation in the
environmental review process. First,
reviewers of draft environmental impact
statements must structure their
participation in the environmental
review of the proposal so that it is
meaningful and alerts an agency to the
reviewer’s position and contentions.
Vermont Yankee Nuclear Power Corp. v.
NRDC, 435 U.S. 519, 553 (1978). Also,
environmental objections that could be
raised at the draft environmental
statement stage but that are not raised
until after completion of the final
environmental statement may be waived
or dismissed by the courts. City of
Angoon v. Hodel, 803 F 2d 1016, 1022
(9th Cir. 1986) and Wisconsin Heritages,
Inc. v. Harris, 490 F. Supp. 1334, 1338
(E.D. Wis. 1980). Because of these court
rulings, it is very important that those
interested in this proposed action
participate by the close of the 45-day
comment period so that substantive
comments and objections are made
available to the Forest Service at a time
when it can meaningfully consider them
and respond to them in the final
environmental impact statement.

To assist the Forest Service in
identifying and considering issues and
concern on the proposed action,
comments on the draft environmental
impact statement should be as specific
as possible. It also helpful if comments
refer to specific pages of chapters of the
draft statement. Comments may also
address the adequacy of the draft
environmental impact statement or the
merits of the alternatives formulated
and discussed in the statement. Reviews
may wish to refer to the Council on
Environmental Quality Regulations for
implementing the procedural provisions
of the National Environmental Policy
Act at 40 CFR 1503.3 in addressing
these points.

The United States Department of
Agriculture (USDA) prohibits
discrimination in its programs on the
basis of race, color, national origin, sex,
religion, age, disability, political beliefs,
and marital or familial status. (Not all
prohibited bases apply to all programs.)
Persons with disabilities who require
alternative means of communication of
program information (braille, large
print, audiotape, etc.) should contact
USDA’s TARGET Center ad (202) 720—
2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint, write the
Secretary of Agriculture, U.S.
Department of Agriculture, Washington,
DC 20250, or call 1-800-245-6340
(voice) or 202—720-1127 (TDD). USDA
is an equal employment opportunity
employer.

Dated: March 6, 2000.

George Bain,

St. Joe District Ranger.

[FR Doc. 00-7017 Filed 3—21-00; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3410-11-M

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Forest Service

Categorical Exclusion for Certain Ski
Area Permit Actions

AGENCY: Forest Service, USDA.

ACTION: Notice of availability; reissuance
of interim directive.

SUMMARY: The Forest Service is
reissuing an interim directive to guide
its employees in complying with the
National Environmental Policy Act
when issuance of a ski area permit is a
purely ministerial action and no
changes are proposed in permitted
activities or facilities. The interim
directive implements a provision of the
Omnibus Parks and Public Lands
Management Act of 1996, which states
that reissuance of a ski area permit for
activities similar in nature and amount
to the activities authorized under the
previous permit shall not constitute a
major Federal action. This interim
directive, numbered ID 1909.15-2000-1,
reissues without change the interim
direction previously issued to Forest
Service Handbook 1909.15,
Environmental Policy and Procedures
Handbook, in ID 1909.15-98—1, which
was published in the Federal Register
on September 9, 1998, and was issued
effective September 24, 1998. The
proposed interim directive was
previously published for notice and
comment in the Federal Register on
October 27, 1997 (62 FR 55571).

DATES: Interim directive (ID) 1909.15—
2000-1 is effective March 24, 2000, and
expires September 24, 2001, unless the
direction in the ID is incorporated in an
amendment to Forest Service Handbook
1909.15 before the expiration date.
ADDRESSES: Copies of interim directive
1909.15—-2000-1 are available
electronically from the Forest Service
via the World Wide Web/Internet at
http://www.fs.fed.us/im/directives/fsh/
1909.15/id__1909.15_ 2000__1.txt or by
contacting the Forest Service, USDA,
Recreation, Heritage, and Wilderness
Resources Management Staff (Mail Stop

1125), P. O. Box 96090, Washington, DC
20090-6090 (telephone 202-205-1706).
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Ken
Karkula, Recreation, Heritage, and
Wilderness Resources Management Staff
(202-205-1426).

Dated: March 16, 2000.
Paul Brouha,

Acting Deputy Chief for National Forest
System.

[FR Doc. 00-7041 Filed 3—21-00; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3410-11-P

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Rural Business—Cooperative Service

Notice of Request for Extension of a
Currently Approved Information
Collection

AGENCY: Rural Business—Cooperative
Service, USDA.

ACTION: Proposed collection; comments
requested.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, this
notice announces the Rural Business—
Cooperative Service’s intention to
request an extension for a currently
approved information collection in
support of the program for 7 CFR Part
1942—G Rural Business Enterprise
Grants and Television Demonstration
Grants.

DATES: Comments on this notice must be
received by May 22, 2000 to be assured
of consideration.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Carole Boyko, Rural Development Loan
Specialist, Rural Business—Cooperative
Service, USDA, Specialty Lenders
Division, Stop 3325, 1400 Independence
Avenue SW, Washington, DC 20250—
3325. Telephone: (202) 720-0661.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Title: RBS/Rural Business Enterprise
Grants and Television Demonstration
Grants.

OMB Number: 0570-0132.

Expiration Date of Approval: May 31,
2000.

Type of Request: Extension of a
currently approved information
collection.

Abstract: The objective of the RBEG
program is to facilitate the development
of small and emerging private
businesses in rural areas. This purpose
is achieved through grants made by RBS
to public bodies and nonprofit
corporations. Television Demonstration
grants are available to private nonprofit
public television systems to provide
information on agriculture and other
issues of importance to farmers and the
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