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Interstate Highway I-73 (King Coal
Highway) in Mingo County, West
Virginia. The proposed project is
approximately 30 miles (48 kilometers)
in length. This Interstate highway
construction project is considered
necessary to improve and promote
economic development opportunities in
a severely depressed area of Appalachia,
improve regional accessibility and east-
west National Highway System
connectivity, reduce travel time and
distance, improve highway safety for the
traveling public, increase tourism, and
provide for National defense objectives
throughout the region.

Alternatives under consideration
include: (1) Taking no action; (2) using
alternate travel modes; and (3)
constructing a 4-lane, controlled access
highway on new location. Incorporated
into and studied with the various build
alternatives will be design variations of
grade, typical sections, and alignments.

Letters describing the proposed action
and soliciting comments will be sent to
appropriate Federal, State, and local
agencies, and to private organizations
and citizens who have expressed
interest in this proposal during the
previous project planning phase. Project
scoping meetings will be held in the
project area in the Spring of 2000 and
a series of public meetings and public
hearings will be held in conjunction
with preliminary design and EIS phase
activities. Public notice of the time and
place of all public meetings and
hearings will be given in accordance
with FHWA, KYTC, and WVDOH
policies and regulations. The draft EIS
will be available for public and agency
review and comment.

To ensure that the full range of issues
related to this proposed action are
addressed and all significant issues
identified, comments and suggestions
are invited from all interested parties.
Comments or questions concerning this

proposed action and the EIS should be
directed to the FHWA at the address
provided under the caption FOR FURTHER
INFORMATION CONTACT.
(Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance
Number 20.205, Highway Planning and
Construction. The regulations implementing
Executive Order 12372 regarding
intergovernmental consultation on Federal
programs and activities apply to this
program.) (23 U.S.C. 315; 49 CFR 1.48)
Issued on: March 9, 2000.
Jesse A. Story,
Kentucky Division Administrator, Frankfort.
[FR Doc. 00-6334 Filed 3—14-00; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910-22-M
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National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration

[Docket No. NHTSA—-99-6269; Notice 2]

IMPCO Technologies; Grant of
Application for Decision of
Inconsequential Noncompliance

IMPCO Technologies (IMPCO), of
Irvine, California, has determined that a
number of model year (MY) 1997 and
(MY) 1998 bi-fueled compressed natural
gas (CNG) Chevrolet/GMGC C2500 and
Sierra model pickup trucks that it
altered do not meet the requirements of
S5.3 and S5.4 of 49 CFR 571.303,
Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standard
(FMVSS) No. 303, “Fuel System
Integrity of Compressed Natural Gas
Vehicles.” and has filed an appropriate
report pursuant to 49 CFR part 573,
“Defect and Noncompliance Reports.”

Notice of receipt of the application
was published, with a 30-day comment
period, on October 7, 1999, in the
Federal Register (64 FR 54726). NHTSA
received one comment from General
Motors Corporation (GM) during the 30-
day comment period. GM agreed with

IMPCO that the labels and owner’s
manual supplement information
provided with the vehicles were
responsive to and consistent with the
rationale and intent of FMVSS No. 303.

FMVSS No. 303, S5.3, requires that
CNG vehicles shall be permanently
labeled, near the vehicle refueling
connection, with the information
specified in S5.3.1 and S5.3.2.

S5.3.1 requires the statement:
“Service pressure _ kPa
( psig),” and S5.3.2 requires
the statement ““See instructions on fuel
container for inspection and service
life.”

S5.4 requires that, when a motor
vehicle is delivered to the first
purchaser, for purposes other than
resale, the manufacturer shall provide
the purchaser with a written statement
of the information in S5.3.1 and S5.3.2
in the owner’s manual, or, if there is no
owner’s manual, on a one-page
document.

IMPCO notified the National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration that it
altered 400 MY 1997 and 285 MY 1998
Chevrolet/GMC C2500 and Sierra model
pickup trucks that did not fully comply
with the labeling requirements specified
in 49 CFR 571.303. IMPCO stated that,
as altered, the noncompliance consists
of deviations from the wording required
on the CNG vehicle label and in the
owner’s manual.

IMPCO explained that an out-of-date
version of FMVSS No. 303, which did
not contain specific requirements, was
used by the supplier that prepared the
label and owner’s manual supplement.
As a result, the CNG vehicle label
applied near the refueling connection,
and the owner’s manual for the subject
vehicles, did not contain the exact
statements required by FMVSS No. 303,
S5.3 and S5.4.

The required words and actual words
used by IMPCO are shown as follows:

pgmgéih Required label wording 1997 and 1998 bi-fuel truck label wording
S5.3.1 ........ SERVICE PRESSURE 24820 kPa (3600 PSig) .....ccccovrveverennens 3600 PSI SYSTEM OPERATING PRESSURE
S5.3.2 ........ SEE INSTRUCTIONS ON FUEL CONTAINER FOR INSPEC- | SEE CNG OWNERS MANUAL SUPPLEMENT FOR FUEL
TION AND SERVICE LIFE. TANK SERVICE LIFE.
pgggrsaﬁh Required owner’'s manual wording CNG truck owner’'s manual wording mla?ngu7al mla?ngljgal
S5.4 ... SERVICE PRESSURE 24820 kPa (3600 | This system operates at pressures up to 3600 PSI (24.8 X X
psig). MPa). (p. iv).
The CNG fuel system is designed to use a fill pressure of | ............... X
3,600 psi (24.8 Mpa) at 70°F (21°C) (P. 6-3).
13.2 gallons (equivalent) (50 L) at 3600 psi (24.8 Mpa) and X
70°F (21°C) (page 6-6).
13 GGE (Gasoline Gallon Equivalent) (49 L) at 3600 pSi | ....ccoceeeneen. X
(24.8 Mpa) and 70°F (21°C). (page 6-6).
3600 PSI SYSTEM PRESSURE (page 7—7) ....ccccevvrieennenne X X
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P';m\éa%h Required owner’s manual wording CNG truck owner’'s manual wording mle?ngu?al mla?ngl?al
S5.4 ... SEE INSTRUCTIONS ON FUEL CON- | A trained technician must remove the tank cover and X X

ICE LIFE.

TAINER FOR INSPECTION AND SERV-

tank cover label. (Page 7-7).

perfrom a CNG fuel tank and mounting bracket inspec-
tion every three years or 36,000 miles (60,000 km)
whichever comes first. (Page 7-6).

The CNG fuel tank has a service life of 15 years. After the X X
tank expiration date, the tank must be replaced by an au-
thorized GM dealer. (Page 7-7).

This (expiration) date is listed on the fuel tank and the fuel X

This (expiration) date is listed on the fuel tank and the fuel | ............... X
tank, the fuel fill door label and the under-hood bi-fuel in-
formation label. (Page 7-7).

CNG Fuel Tank Inspection Record (page 7-8) ......ccccccvvennen X X

IMPCO supported its application with
the following arguments:

IMPCO believes that the labels and
owner’s manual supplement
information provided with these
vehicles are responsive and consistent
with the rationale and intent of the
requirements, even though the exact
words required by the standard are not
used. The actual labels and the owner’s
manual supplement provide equivalent
information required by FMVSS 303,
S5.3 and S5.4. The CNG refueling valve
label clearly states the operating
pressure and refers the user to the
owner’s manual for information about
tank service life. Both the refueling
valve and the under-hood labels include
the service expiration date and the
owners manual indicates the service
life, inspection information, and
provide a form to record the expiration
date.

Virtually all CNG refueling stations
incorporate an overfill protection
system. Granted, a few CNG fill stations
exist that are capable of providing a fill
greater than 3,000 psi, however, the
vehicle fill valve is designed to be
incompatible with fill stations that have
a fill pressure greater than the vehicle’s
rated service pressure. For example, a
vehicle with a fill valve rated at 3,600
psi would be capable of filling at a
3,600, 3,000 or 2,400 psi fill station.
However, it would be incapable of
filling at a 5,000 psi fill station.

Also, the subject vehicles are
equipped with a CNG container
validated up to 200 percent of the
service pressure without leakage as
required by FMVSS 304, S7.2.2 for such
containers. Thus, even in the unlikely
event of an overfill, the CNG containers
are designed to provide adequate
protection. IMPCO has not received any
reports of injuries or property damage
associated with overfilling of these
vehicles and believes it is extremely
remote that these deviations from
FMVSS 303 label and owner’s manual

requirements could contribute to an

injury or property damage incident.
For all of these reasons, IMPCO

believes that this noncompliance is

inconsequential to motor vehicle safety.

Accordingly, IMPCO petitions that it be
exempted from the remedy and recall
provisions of the Motor Vehicle Safety
Act in this case.

We have reviewed IMPCO’s
arguments. The primary safety purpose
of labeling requirements in FMVSS No.
303 is to ensure that the vehicle owner
is aware (1) of the service pressure
during refueling operations and (2) that
the CNG fuel container has a
recommended inspection period and a
service life. NHTSA concludes that the
labels and owner’s manual supplement
information provided with these
vehicles are consistent with the
rationale and intent of the labeling
requirements in FMVSS No. 303, even
though the exact words required by the
standard are not used.

In consideration of the foregoing,
NHTSA has decided that the applicant
has met its burden of persuasion that
the noncompliance described above is

inconsequential to motor vehicle safety.

Accordingly, its application is granted,
and the applicant is exempted from
providing the notification of the
noncompliance that is required by 49
U.S.C. 30118, and from remedying the
noncompliance, as required by 49
U.S.C. 30120.

(49 U.S.C. 30118, 30120, with delegations of
authority at 49 CFR 1.50 and 501.8)

Issued on: March 7, 2000.
Stephen R. Kratzke,

Acting Associate Administrator for Safety
Performance Standards.

[FR Doc. 00-6061 Filed 3—14—00; 8:45 am]|
BILLING CODE 4910-59-P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Surface Transportation Board
[STB Docket No. MC—F-20962]

Tedesco Family ESB Trust—Control—
Funaway Tours of New Jersey, Inc.

AGENCY: Surface Transportation Board,
DOT.

ACTION: Notice Tentatively Approving
Finance Application.

SUMMARY: Tedesco Family ESB Trust,
Francis Tedesco and Mark Tedesco,
settlers, of Hoboken, NJ (Tedesco Trust),
a noncarrier, and Franmar Logistics,
Inc., of Hoboken, NJ (Franmar), its
noncarrier subsidiary, seek approval
under 49 U.S.C. 14303(a) for their
control of Franmar’s noncarrier
subsidiary, Consolidated Bus Service,
Inc. (Consolidated), upon
Consolidated’s acquisition of the
operating authority and other property
of Funaway Tours of New Jersey, Inc.,
of New York, NY (Funaway), a motor
carrier of passengers. Persons wishing to
oppose the application must follow the
rules under 49 CFR 1182.5 and 1182.8.
The Board has tentatively approved the
transaction and, if no opposing
comments are timely filed, this notice
will be the final Board action.

DATES: Comments must be filed by May
1, 2000. Applicants may file a reply by
May 16, 2000. If no comments are filed
by May 1, 2000, this notice is effective
on that date.

ADDRESSES: Send an original and 10
copies of any comments referring to STB
Docket No. MC-F-20962 to: Surface
Transportation Board, Office of the
Secretary, Case Control Unit, 1925 K
Street, N.W., Washington, DC 20423—
0001. In addition, send one copy of any
comments to applicants’ representative:
Fritz R. Kahn, Suite 750 West, 1100
New York Avenue, N.W., Washington,
DC 20005-3934.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Joseph H. Dettmar (202) 565—-1600. [TDD
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