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formula, a large cable system is required
to pay a specified percentage of its gross
receipts for each distant signal that it
retransmits.

Congress established the gross
receipts limitations that determine a
cable system’s size, and provided the
gross receipts percentages (i.e., the
royalty rates) for distant signals. 17
U.S.C. 111(d)(1). It also provided for
adjustment of both the gross receipts
limitations and the distant signal rates.
17 U.S.C. 801(b)(2). The limitations and
rates can be adjusted to reflect national
monetary inflation, changes in the
average rates charged by cable systems
for the retransmission of broadcast
signals, or changes in certain cable rules
of the Federal Communications
Commission in effect on April 15, 1976.
17 U.S.C. 801(b)(2)(A), (B), (C) and (D).
Prior rate adjustments of the Copyright
Royalty Tribunal made under section
801(b)(2)(B) and (C) may also be
reconsidered at five-year intervals. 17
U.S.C. 803(b). The current gross receipts
limitations and rates are set forth in 37
CFR 256.2. Rate adjustments are now
made by a Copyright Arbitration Royalty
Panel (CARP), subject to review by the
Librarian of Congress.

Section 803 of the Copyright Act
provides that the gross receipts
limitations and royalty rates may be
adjusted every five years beginning with
1995, making this a royalty adjustment
year, upon the filing of a petition from
a party with a “significant interest” in
the proceeding. If the Librarian
determines that a petitioner has a
“significant interest” in the royalty rate
or rates in which adjustment is
requested, the Librarian must convene a
CARP to determine the adjustment. 17
U.S.C. 803(a)(1). Section 251.63 of the
Library’s rules provides that ““[t]o allow
time for the parties to settle their
differences concerning * * * rate
adjustments, the Librarian of Congress
shall * * * designate a 30-day period
for negotiation of a settlement. The
Librarian shall cause notice of the dates
for that period to be published in the
Federal Register.” 37 CFR 251.63(a).

II. Petitions

In this window year for filing
petitions to adjust the cable rates and
gross receipts limitations, the Library
has already received two. Both petitions
come from copyright owner groups: the
first filed on behalf of the National
Basketball Association, the National
Hockey League, Major League Baseball,
and the National Collegiate Athletic

royalty fee which must be paid. This minimum fee
is not applied, however, once the cable system
carries one or more distant signals.

Association (collectively, the “Joint
Sports Claimants”’), and the second filed
on behalf of Program Suppliers.

Both petitioners seek adjustment of
the cable rates, and both assert they
have a significant interest in the
adjustment based upon their longtime
status as recipients of royalty fees
submitted under the cable statutory
license. Consistent with 17 U.S.C.
803(a)(1), the Library seeks comment as
to whether Joint Sports Claimants and
Program Suppliers have a significant
interest in the adjustment of the cable
rates. Comments are due no later than
April 6, 2000.

III. Negotiation Period and Notices of
Intent To Participate

As discussed above, the Library’s
rules require that a 30-day negotiation
period be prescribed by the Librarian to
enable the parties to a rate adjustment
proceeding to settle their differences. 37
CFR 251.63(a). The rules also require
interested parties to file Notices of
Intent to Participate with the Library. 37
CFR 251.45(a). Consequently, in
addition to requiring parties to file
comments on the Joint Sports
Claimants’ and Program Suppliers’
petitions, the Library is directing parties
to file their Notices of Intent to
Participate on the same day, April 6,
2000.2 Failure to file a timely Notice of
Intent to Participate will preclude a
party from further participation in this
proceeding.

The 30-day negotiation period shall
begin on April 10, 2000, and conclude
on May 10, 2000. Those parties that
have filed Notices of Intent to
Participate are directed to submit to the
Library a written notification of the
status of their settlement negotiations no
later than May 11, 2000. If, after the
submission of these notifications, it is
clear that no settlement has been
reached, the Library will issue a
scheduling order for a CARP proceeding
to resolve this rate adjustment
proceeding.

Dated: February 22, 2000.
David O. Carson,
General Counsel.
[FR Doc. 00—-4609 Filed 2—25-00; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 1410-33-P

2The Library is changing its practice to require
Notices of Intent to Participate to be filed prior to
the start of the 30-day negotiation period, rather
than at the end. The purpose of the change is to
identify the participants to the proceeding before
the negotiation period in order to facilitate
complete settlements among all interested parties.

NATIONAL WOMEN'S BUSINESS
COUNCIL

Sunshine Act Meeting

SUMMARY: In accordance with the
Women’s Business Ownership Act,
Public Law 105-135 as amended, the
National Women’s Business Council
(NWBC) announces a forthcoming
Council meeting and joint meeting of
the NWBC and Interagency Committee
on Women’s Enterprise. The meetings
will cover action items worked on by
the National Women’s Business Council
and the Interagency Committee on
Women’s Enterprise included but not
limited to procurement, access to capital
and training.

Date: March 14, 2000.

Address:
Joint Meeting

The White House/Old Executive
Office Building/Indian Treaty Room,
(17th & Penn. Entrance) Washington,
DC, 10:30 am to 12:30 pm.

Note: No admittance without prior official
clearance. Please have a photo ID.

Date: March 15, 2000.
Address:
Council Meeting

The Hay Adams Hotel/Concorde
Room, (16th & H Streets, NW)
Washington, DC, 8:00 am to 2:00 pm.

Status: Open to the public.

Contact: National Women’s Business
Council, 409 Third Street, SW, Suite
210, Washington, DC 20024, (202) 205—
3850.

Note: Please call by March 10, 2000.

Gilda Presley,

Administrative Officer, National Women’s
Business Council.

[FR Doc. 00-4818 Filed 2—-24-00; 3:30 pm]
BILLING CODE 6820-AD-M

NUCLEAR REGULATORY
COMMISSION

Docket No. 50-247

Consolidated Edison Company of New
York, Inc., Notice of Consideration of
Issuance of Amendment to Facility
Operating License, Proposed no
Significant Hazards Consideration
Determination, and Opportunity for a
Hearing

The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory
Commission (the Commission) is
considering issuance of an amendment
to Facility Operating License No. DPR—
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