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Any interested party may request a
hearing within 30 days of publication of
this notice in accordance with 19 CFR
351.310(c). Any hearing, if requested,
will be held on April 19, 2000, in
accordance with 19 CFR 351.310(d).
Interested parties may submit case briefs
no later than April 10, 2000, in
accordance with 19 CFR
351.309(c)(1)(i). Rebuttal briefs, which
must be limited to issues raised in the
case briefs, may be filed not later than
April 12, 2000. The Department will
issue a notice of final results of this
sunset review, which will include the
results of its analysis of issues raised in
any such, no later than June 27, 2000.

This five-year (‘“sunset”) review and
notice are in accordance with sections
751(c), 752, and 777(i)(1) of the Act.

Dated: February 18, 2000.
Robert S. LaRussa,

Assistant Secretary for Import
Administration.
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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

Evaluation of National Estuarine
Research Reserves

AGENCY: Office of Ocean and Coastal
Resource Management, National Ocean
Service, National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
DOC.

ACTION: Notice of intent to evaluate.

SUMMARY: The NOAA Office of Ocean
and Coastal Resource Management
(OCRM) announces its intent to evaluate
the performance of the New Hampshire
and Rhode Island Coastal Managements
Programs.

These evaluations will be conducted
pursuant to Section 312 of the Coastal
Zone Management Act of 1972 (CZMA),
as amended, and regulations at 15 CFR
Part 928. The CZMA requires a
continuing review of the performance of
states with respect to coastal program
and research reserve program
implementation. Evaluation of Coastal
Zone Management Programs requires
findings concerning the extent to which
a state has met the national objectives
enumerated in the CZMA, adhered to its
coastal program document approved by
the Secretary of Commerce, and adhered

to the terms of financial assistance
awards funded under the CZMA. The
evaluation will include a site visit,
consideration of public comments, and
consultations with interested Federal,
State, and local agencies and members
of the public. A public meeting will be
held as part of the site visit.

Notice is hereby given of the date of
the site visit for the listed evaluation,
and the date, local time, and location of
the public meeting during the site visit.

The New Hampshire Coastal
Management Program site visit will be
from March 20-24, 2000. A public
meeting will be held Tuesday, March
21, 2000, at 7 p.m., in the Urban
Forestry Center Meeting Barn Room, 45
Elwin Road, Portsmouth, New
Hampshire.

The Rhode Island Coastal Resources
Management Program site visit will be
from April 17-21, 2000. A public
meeting will be held Wednesday, April
19, 2000, at 7 p.m., in Conference Room
A, 2nd floor, RI Department of
Administration, One Capitol Hill,
Providence, Rhode Island.

The State will issue notice of the
public meeting in a local newspaper at
least 45 days prior to the public
meeting, and will issue other timely
notice as appropriate.

Copies of the State’s most recent
performance reports, as well as OCRM’s
notifications and supplemental request
letters to the State, are available upon
request from OCRM. Written comments
from interested parties regarding these
programs are encouraged and will be
accepted until 15 days after the date of
the public meeting. Please direct written
comments to Margo E. Jackson, Deputy
Director, Office of Ocean and Coastal
Resource Management, NOS/NOAA,
1305 East-West Highway, 10th Floor,
Silver Spring, Maryland, 20910. When
the evaluation is completed, OCRM will
place a notice in the Federal Register
announcing the availability of the Final
Evaluation Findings.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Margo E. Jackson, Deputy Director,
Office of Ocean and Coastal Resource
Management, NOS/NOAA, 1305 East-
West Highway, Silver Spring, Maryland,
20910, (301) 713-3155, Extension 114.

Ted Lillestolen,

Deputy Assistant Administrator for Ocean
Services and Coastal Zone Management.
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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[1.D. 021700E]

Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic
Zone Off Alaska; Sablefish Managed
Under the IFQ Program

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice of fishing season dates.

SUMMARY: NMFS is opening directed
fishing for sablefish with fixed gear
managed under the Individual Fishing
Quota (IFQ) program. The season will
open 1200 hrs, Alaska local time (A.l.t.),
March 15, 2000, and will close 1200 hrs,
A.l.t., November 15, 2000. This period
is the same as the IFQ season for Pacific
halibut announced by the International
Pacific Halibut Commission (IPHC). The
IFQ halibut season is announced by
publication in the Federal Register.

DATES: Effective 1200 hrs, A.lL.t., March
15, 2000, until 1200 hrs, A.lL.t.,
November 15, 2000.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
James Hale, 907-586-7228.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Beginning
in 1995, fishing for Pacific halibut
(Hippoglossus stenolepis) and sablefish
(Anoplopoma fimbria) with fixed gear
in the IFQ regulatory areas defined in
§679.2 has been managed under the IFQ
Program. The IFQ Program is a
regulatory regime designed to promote
the conservation and management of
these fisheries and to further the
objectives of the Magnuson-Stevens
Fishery Conservation and Management
Act and the Northern Pacific Halibut
Act. Persons holding quota share receive
an annual allocation of IFQ. Persons
receiving an annual allocation of IFQQ
are authorized to harvest IFQ species
within specified limitations. Further
information on the implementation of
the IFQ Program, and the rationale
supporting it, are contained in the
preamble to the final rule implementing
the IFQ Program published in the
Federal Register, November 9, 1993 (58
FR 59375), and subsequent
amendments.

This announcement is consistent with
§679.23(g)(1), which requires that the
directed fishing season for sablefish
managed under the IFQ) program be
specified by the Administrator, Alaska
Region, and announced by publication
in the Federal Register. This method of
season announcement was selected to
facilitate coordination between the
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