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Effects of the Rule

This action results in the removal of
the Dismal Swamp southeastern shrew
from the List of Endangered and
Threatened Wildlife. Federal agencies
are no longer required to consult with
us to insure that any action they
authorize, fund, or carry out is not likely
to jeopardize the continued existence of
this species. There is no designated
critical habitat for this species. Federal
restrictions on taking no longer apply.
The 1988 amendments to the Act
require that all species that have been
delisted due to recovery be monitored
for at least 5 years following delisting.
The Dismal Swamp southeastern shrew
is being delisted due to new
information. Therefore we do not intend
to monitor the species. We believe that
sufficient habitat will remain over the
long term to allow for the continued
viability of this species. Within the
Refuge and the Great Dismal Swamp
State Park in North Carolina,
management will continue to focus on
restoring the hydrological regime to as
close to historical conditions as
possible, and efforts are being made to
restore or maintain the habitat mosaic
through forestry practices, all of which
will benefit the shrew.

Paperwork Reduction Act

Office of Management and Budget
(OMB) regulations at 5 CFR 1320, which
implement provisions of the Paperwork
Reduction Act, require that Federal
agencies obtain approval from OMB
before collecting information from the
public. Implementation of this rule will
not involve any information collection
requiring OMB approval under the
Paperwork Reduction Act.

National Environmental Policy Act

We have determined that we do not
need to prepare an Environmental
Assessment, as defined under the
authority of the National Environmental
Policy Act of 1969, in connection with
regulations adopted pursuant to section
4(a) of the Act. We published a notice
outlining our reasons for this
determination in the Federal Register
on October 25, 1983 (48 FR 49244).

Executive Order 12866

This rule is not subject to review by
the OMB under Executive Order 12866.

References Cited

A complete list of all references cited
herein is available upon request from
the Virginia Field Office (see ADDRESSES
section).

Author
The primary author of this document

is Cynthia A. Schulz (see ADDRESSES
section).

List of Subjects in 50 CFR Part 17

Endangered and threatened species,
Exports, Imports, Reporting and
recordkeeping requirements,
Transportation.

Regulation Promulgation
Accordingly, we amend part 17,

subchapter B of chapter 1, title 50 Code
of Federal Regulations, as follows:

PART 17—[AMENDED]

1. The authority citation for part 17
continues to read as follows:
Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1361-1407; 16 U.S.C.

1531-1544; 16 U.S.C. 4201-4245; Pub. L. 99—
625, 100 Stat. 3500; unless otherwise noted.

§17.11 [Amended]

2. Section 17.11(h) is amended by
removing the entry for “Shrew, Dismal
Swamp southeastern, Sorex longirostris
fisheri” under “MAMMALS” from the
List of Endangered and Threatened
Wildlife.

Dated: January 18, 2000.

Jamie Rappaport Clark,

Director, Fish and Wildlife Service.

[FR Doc. 00—4531 Filed 2—25-00; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4310-55-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

50 CFR Part 679

[Docket No. 00119015-0015-01; I.D.
022200C]

Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic
Zone Off Alaska; Pollock by Vessels
Not Participating in Cooperatives that
are Catching Pollock for Processing by
the Inshore Component in the Bering
Sea Subarea of the Bering Sea and
Aleutian Islands Management Area

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Closure.

SUMMARY: NMF'S is prohibiting directed
fishing for pollock by vessels not
participating in cooperatives that are
catching pollock for processing by the
inshore component in the Bering Sea
subarea of the Bering Sea and Aleutian
Islands management area (BSAI). This
action is necessary because the interim
A/B season allocation of pollock total

allowable catch (TAC) specified for
vessels not participating in cooperatives
that are catching pollock for processing
by the inshore component in the Bering
Sea subarea of the BSAI will be reached.

DATES: Effective 1200 hrs, Alaska local
time (A.l.t.), February 22, 2000, until
1200 hrs, A.L.t.,, June 10, 2000.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Mary Furuness, 907-586-7228.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: NMFS
manages the groundfish fishery in the
BSAI according to the Fishery
Management Plan for the Groundfish
Fishery of the Bering Sea and Aleutian
Islands Area (FMP) prepared by the
North Pacific Fishery Management
Council under authority of the
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act.
Regulations governing fishing by U.S.
vessels in accordance with the FMP
appear at subpart H of 50 CFR part 600
and 50 CFR part 679.

In accordance with
§679.20(a)(5)(1)(D)(3) and the 2000 TAC
amounts for pollock in the Bering Sea
subarea (65 FR 4220, January 28, 2000),
the A/B season allocation of pollock
TAC specified to the vessels not
participating in cooperatives catching
pollock for processing by the inshore
component in the Bering Sea subarea is
11,968 metric tons.

In accordance with §679.20(d)(1)(i),
the Administrator, Alaska Region,
NMFS (Regional Administrator), has
determined that the A/B season
allocation of pollock TAC specified to
the vessels not participating in
cooperatives that are catching pollock
for processing by the inshore
component in the Bering Sea subarea
will be reached. Therefore, the Regional
Administrator is establishing the A/B
season allocation of pollock TAC as the
directed fishing allowance
(§679.20(a)(5)(1)(D)(2)). In accordance
with §679.20(d)(1)(iii), the Regional
Administrator finds that this directed
fishing allowance soon will be reached.
Consequently, NMFS is prohibiting
directed fishing for pollock by vessels
not participating in cooperatives that are
catching pollock for processing by the
inshore component in the Bering Sea
subarea.

Maximum retainable bycatch amounts

may be found in the regulations at
§679.20(e) and (f).

Classification

This action responds to the best
available information recently obtained
from the fishery. It must be
implemented immediately in order to
prevent exceeding the A/B season
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allocation of pollock TAC specified to
the vessels not participating in
cooperatives catching pollock for
processing by the inshore component in
the Bering Sea subarea. A delay in the
effective date is impracticable and
contrary to the public interest. Further
delay would only result in overharvest.
NMEFS finds for good cause that the
implementation of this action cannot be
delayed for 30 days. Accordingly, under
5 U.S.C. 553(d), a delay in the effective
date is hereby waived.

This action is required by § 679.22
and is exempt from review under E.O.
12866.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: February 22, 2000.
Bruce C. Morehead,

Acting Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 00—4530 Filed 2—22-00; 4:41 pm]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-F

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

50 CFR Part 679

[Docket No. 991228352-0012-02; 1.D.
022200D]

Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic
Zone Off Alaska; Pacific Cod in
Western and Central Regulatory Area
in the Gulf of Alaska

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Modification of a closure.

SUMMARY: NMFS is opening directed
fishing for Pacific cod by catcher vessels

that are non-exempt under the
American Fisheries Act (AFA) in the
Western and Central Regulatory Areas of
the Gulf of Alaska (GOA). This action is
necessary to allow non-exempt catcher
vessels to participate in the Pacific cod
fishery in these areas consistent with
regulations implementing the AFA.
DATES: Effective 1200 hrs, Alaska local
time (A.lL.t.), February 23, 2000.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Andrew Smoker, 907-586—-7228.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: NMFS
manages the groundfish fishery in the
GOA exclusive economic zone
according to the Fishery Management
Plan for Groundfish of the Gulf of
Alaska (FMP) prepared by the North
Pacific Fishery Management Council
under authority of the Magnuson-
Stevens Fishery Conservation and
Management Act. Regulations governing
fishing by U.S. vessels in accordance
with the FMP appear at subpart H of 50
CFR part 600 and 50 CFR part 679.

The amount of the 2000 GOA AFA
catcher vessel sideboard in the Western
and Central Regulatory Areas was
established by the Emergency Interim
Rule to Implement Major Provisions of
the American Fisheries Act (65 FR 4520,
January 28, 2000) as 1,945 metric tons
(mt) and 1,330 mt respectively in
accordance with §679.20(c)(2)(i).

The Administrator, Alaska Region,
NMFS (Regional Administrator), has
established a Pacific cod directed
fishing allowance of 1,745 mt, and set
aside the remaining 200 mt as bycatch
to support other anticipated groundfish
fisheries for this component of the
fishery in the Western Regulatory Area.
He also has established a directed
fishing allowance of 1,130 mt, and set
aside the remaining 200 mt as bycatch
to support other anticipated groundfish
fisheries for this component of the

fishery in the Central Regulatory Area.
These areas of the GOA were closed to
directed fishing for Pacific cod by non-
exempt AFA vessels on January 21,
2000 (65 FR 4520, January 28, 2000).

NMEF'S has determined that as of
February 18, 2000, 1,745 mt remain in
the directed fishing allowance for the
Western Regulatory Area and 1,130 mt
remain in the directed fishing allowance
for the Central Regulatory Area.
Therefore, NMFS is terminating the
previous closure and is opening
directed fishing for Pacific cod by
catcher vessels that are non-exempt
under the AFA in the Western and
Central Regulatory Area of the GOA.

Classification

All other closures remain in full force
and effect. This action responds to the
best available information recently
obtained from the fishery. It must be
implemented immediately in order to
allow participation of catcher vessels
that are non-exempt under the AFA.
Providing prior notice and opportunity
for public comment for this action is
impracticable and contrary to the public
interest. NMFS finds for good cause that
the implementation of this action
cannot be delayed for 30 days.
Accordingly, under 5 U.S.C. 553(d), a
delay in the effective date is hereby
waived.

This action is required by § 679.20
and is exempt from review under E.O.
12866.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: February 22, 2000.
Bruce C. Morehead,

Acting Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 00-4597 Filed 2-23-00; 3:59 pm]
BILLING CODE 3510-22—-F
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