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Type of Proceeding Fee

* * * * *

(6) A notice of exemption for 1,100
transaction within a motor
passenger corporate family
that does not result in ad-
verse changes in service lev-
els, significant operational
changes, or a change in the
competitive balance with
motor passenger carriers
outside the corporate family.

* * * * *

PART 1011—BOARD ORGANIZATION;
DELEGATIONS OF AUTHORITY

3. The authority citation for Part 1011
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 5 U.S.C. 553; 31 U.S.C. 7901;
and 49 U.S.C. 701, 721, 11144, 14122, and
15721.

4.In §1011.8(c)(11), remove “10505”
and add in its place “10502’.

5.In §1011.8, redesignate paragraphs
(c)(12) to (c)(17) as paragraphs (c)(13) to
(c)(18), and add a new paragraph (c)(12)
to read as follows:

§1011.8 Delegations of authority by the
Board to specific offices of the Board.
* * * * *

(C) * x %

(12) Whether to issue a notice of
exemption under 49 U.S.C. 13541 for a
transaction under 49 U.S.C. 14303
within a motor passenger corporate
family that does not result in adverse
changes in service levels, significant
operational changes, or a change in the
competitive balance with motor
passenger carriers outside the corporate
family.

* * * * *

PART 1182—PURCHASE, MERGER,
AND CONTROL OF MOTOR
PASSENGER CARRIERS

1. The authority citation for part 1182
is revised to read as follows:

Authority: 5 U.S.C. 559; 21 U.S.C. 853a;
and 49 U.S.C. 13501, 13541(a), 13902(c), and
14303.

2. Add §1182.9 to read as follows:

§1182.9 Notices of Exemption.

(a) A transaction within a motor
passenger corporate family is exempt
from 49 U.S.C. 14303 if it does not
result in adverse changes in service
levels, significant operational changes,
or a change in the competitive balance
with motor passenger carriers outside
the corporate family. The Board has
found that its prior review and approval
of these transactions is not necessary to

carry out the transportation policy of 49
U.S.C. 13101; regulation is not
necessary to protect shippers from abuse
of market power; and an exemption is
in the public interest. See 49 U.S.C.
13541(a).

(b) To qualify for a class exemption,

a party must file a verified notice of the
exempt transaction with the Board. The
notice shall contain a brief summary of
the proposed transaction, the name of
the applicants, their business address
and telephone number, and the name of
counsel to whom questions would be
addressed. The notice shall describe the
purpose of the transaction and give the
proposed consummation date for the
transaction, which must be at least 7
days after the filing of the notice. The
notice shall describe any contracts or
agreements that have been entered into,
or will be entered into, concerning the
transaction, and shall indicate the
impact, if any, that the transaction
would have on employees.

(c) The Board shall publish notice of
the exemption in the Federal Register
within 30 days from the filing of the
verified notice of exemption. If the
notice contains false or misleading
information, the Board shall summarily
revoke the exemption and require
divestiture. Petitions to revoke the
exemption under 49 U.S.C. 13541(d)
may be filed at any time and will be
granted upon a finding that the
application of 49 U.S.C. 14303 to the
person, class, or transportation is
necessary to carry out the transportation
policy of 49 U.S.C. 13101.

[FR Doc. 00-3940 Filed 2—17-00; 8:45 am]
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Commerce.

ACTION: Closure.

SUMMARY: NMFS is closing specified
groundfish fisheries in the Gulf of
Alaska (GOA). This action is necessary
to prevent exceeding the directed
fishing allowances specified for the

2000 total allowable catch (TAC)
amounts for the GOA.

DATES: Effective February 15, 2000 until
midnight, Alaska local time, December
31, 2000.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Mary Furuness, 907-586-7228.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: NMFS
manages the groundfish fishery in the
GOA exclusive economic zone
according to the Fishery Management
Plan for Groundfish of the Gulf of
Alaska (FMP) prepared by the North
Pacific Fishery Management Council
under authority of the Magnuson-
Stevens Fishery Conservation and
Management Act. Regulations governing
fishing by U.S. vessels in accordance
with the FMP appear at subpart H of 50
CFR part 600 and 50 CFR part 679.

In accordance with §679.20(d)(1)(1), if
the Administrator, Alaska Region,
NMFS (Regional Administrator),
determines that the amount of a target
species or “other species” category
apportioned to a fishery or, with respect
to pollock and Pacific cod, to an inshore
or offshore component allocation, will
be reached, the Regional Administrator
may establish a directed fishing
allowance for that species or species
group. If the Regional Administrator
establishes a directed fishing allowance,
and that allowance is or will be reached
before the end of the fishing year, NMFS
will prohibit directed fishing for that
species or species group in the specified
GOA Regulatory Area or district
(§ 697.20(d)(1)(iii)).

NMEFS published final 2000 harvest
specifications for these groundfish
fisheries in the Federal Register. The
Regional Administrator has determined
that the following TAC amounts are
necessary as incidental catch to support
other anticipated groundfish fisheries
for the 2000 fishing year:

Thornyhead rockfish: entire GOA 2,360 mt
Atka mackerel: entire GOA ........ 600 mt
Sablefish: trawl apportionment,

entire GOA ..o, 1,802 mt
“Other rockfish™: .........cccoeieenn

Western Regulatory area ........ 20 mt

Central Regulatory area .......... 740 mt
Shortraker/rougheye rockfish:

entire GOA .......cceviiiiieiie, 1,730 mt
Pollock: offshore component, en-

tire GOA ..o 0 mt
Pacific cod: offshore component

Eastern Regulatory Area ........ 321 mt
Deep-water flatfish: Western

Regulatory Area ..........ccceeeuee.. 280 mt

Consequently, in accordance with
§679.20(d)(1)(i), the Regional
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Administrator establishes the directed
fishing allowances for the above species
or species groups as zero.

Therefore, in accordance with
§679.20(d)(1)(iii) NMFS is prohibiting
directed fishing for these species in the
specified areas. These closures will be
in effect from February 15, 2000 until 12
midnight, Alaska local time, December
31, 2000.

Under authority of the interim 2000
GOA specifications (65 FR 65, January
3, 2000), pollock fishing opened on
January 1, 2000, for amounts specified
in that notice. NMFS has since closed
Statistical Area 610 to directed fishing
for pollock effective 1200 hrs, A.Lt.,
January 31, 2000 (65 FR 5285, February
3, 2000), Statistical Area 620 outside the
Shelikof Strait conservation area to
directed fishing for pollock effective
1200 hrs, A.lLt., January 27, 2000 (65 FR
5283, February 3, 2000), Statistical Area
630 outside the Shelikof Strait
conservation area to directed fishing for
pollock effective 1200 hrs, A.Lt.,
January 25, 2000 (65 FR 4891, February
2, 2000), and directed fishing for Pacific
cod by vessels catching Pacific cod for
processing by the offshore component in
the Western Regulatory Area, effective
1200 hrs, February 7, 2000 (65 FR 6561,
February 10, 2000). The closures for
Statistical Areas 610, 620 and 630 will
remain in effect until 1200 hrs, A.l.t.,
March 15, 2000.

These closures supersede the closures
announced in the interim 2000 GOA
harvest specifications (65 FR 65, January
3, 2000). While these closures are in
effect, the maximum retainable bycatch
amounts at § 679.20(e) and (f) apply at
any time during a fishing trip. These
closures to directed fishing are in
addition to closures and prohibitions
found in regulations at 50 CFR part 679.
Refer to § 679.2 for definitions of areas.
The definitions of GOA deep-water
flatfish and “Other rockfish” species
categories are provided in the Federal
Register publication of the Final 2000
Harvest Specifications.

NMFS may implement other closures
during the 2000 fishing year, as
necessary for effective conservation and
management.

Classification

This action is required by § 679.20
and is exempt from review under E.O.
12866.

This action responds to the TAC
limitations and other restrictions on the
fisheries established in the Final 2000
Harvest Specifications for Groundfish
for the GOA. It must be implemented
immediately to prevent overharvesting
the 2000 TACs for several groundfish
species in the GOA. A delay in the

effective date is impracticable and
contrary to the public interest. The fleet
is currently harvesting groundfish, and
further delay would only result in
overharvest. NMFS finds for good cause
that the implementation of this action
should not be delayed for 30 days.
Accordingly, under 5 U.S.C. 553(d), a
delay in the effective date is hereby
waived.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.
Dated: February 14, 2000.
Bruce Morehead,

Acting Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 00-3913 Filed 2—15-00; 2:51 pm]
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ACTION: Final 2000 specifications for
groundfish and associated management
measures; apportionment of reserves;
request for comments.

SUMMARY: NMFS announces final 2000
harvest specifications, prohibited
species bycatch allowances, and
associated management measures for the
groundfish fishery of the Bering Sea and
Aleutian Islands Area (BSAI). This
action is necessary to establish harvest
limits and associated management
measures for groundfish during the 2000
fishing year and to accomplish the goals
and objectives of the Fishery
Management Plan for the Groundfish
Fishery of the Bering Sea and Aleutian
Islands Management Area (FMP). The
intended effect of this action is to
conserve and manage the groundfish
resources in the BSAL

DATES: The final 2000 harvest
specifications and associated
apportionment of reserves are effective
at 1200 hrs, Alaska local time (A.l.t.),
February 15, 2000 through 2400 hrs,
A.Lt., December 31, 2000. Comments on
the apportionment of reserves must be
received by March 6, 2000.

ADDRESSES: Comments on the
apportionment of reserves may be sent
to Sue Salveson, Assistant Regional
Administrator, Sustainable Fisheries
Division, Alaska Region, NMFS, P.O.
Box 21668, Juneau, AK 99802—-1668,
Attn: Lori Gravel, or delivered to the
Federal Building, 709 West 9th Street,
Juneau, AK. Comments will not be
accepted if submitted via e-mail or
Internet.

Copies of the Final Environmental
Assessment (EA) and Final Regulatory
Flexibility Analysis (FRFA) prepared for
this action and the Final 2000 Stock
Assessment and Fishery Evaluation
(SAFE) report, dated November 1999,
are available from the North Pacific
Fishery Management Council, West 4th
Avenue, Suite 306, Anchorage, AK
99510-2252 (907—-271-2809).

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Shane Capron, 907-586—7228 or
shane.capron@noaa.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background for the 2000 Final Harvest
Specifications

Federal regulations at 50 CFR part 679
that implement the FMP govern the
groundfish fisheries in the BSAI The
Council prepared the FMP, and NMFS
approved it under the Magnuson-
Stevens Fishery Conservation and
Management Act. General regulations
governing U.S. fisheries also appear at
50 CFR part 600.

The FMP and its implementing
regulations require NMFS, after
consultation with the Council, to
specify annually the total allowable
catch (TAC) for each target species and
for the “other species” category, the
sum of which must be within the
optimum yield range of 1.4 million to
2.0 million metric tons (mt)
(§679.20(a)(1)(i)). Regulations at
§679.20(c)(3) further require NMFS to
consider public comments received on
proposed annual TACs and
apportionments thereof and on
proposed prohibited species catch (PSC)
allowances and to publish final
specifications in the Federal Register.
The final specifications set forth in
Tables 1 through 8 of this action satisfy
these requirements. For 2000, the sum
of TAGs is 2 million mt.

The proposed BSAI groundfish
specifications and prohibited species
bycatch allowances for the groundfish
fishery of the BSAI were published in
the Federal Register on December 13,
1999 (64 FR 69464). Comments were
invited and accepted through January
12, 2000. NMF'S received one letter of
comment on the proposed
specifications. This comment is
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