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to validation, acceptance, and national/
international harmonization of
toxicological test methods. ICCVAM
seeks to promote the scientific
validation and regulatory acceptance of
toxicological test methods that will
enhance the agencies’ ability to assess
risks and make decisions and that will
refine, reduce, and replace animal use
whenever possible. NICEATM provides
administrative and technical support for
ICCVAM and serves as a
communication and information
resource. NICEATM and ICCVAM
collaborate to carry out related activities
needed to develop, validate, and
achieve regulatory acceptance of new
and improved test methods applicable
to Federal agencies. These activities
may include:

1. Test Method Workshops are
convened as needed to evaluate the
adequacy of current test methods for
assessing specific toxicities, to identify
areas in need of improved or new
testing methods, and to identify
research and validation efforts that may
be needed to develop a new test
method.

2. Expert Panel Meetings are typically
convened to evaluate the validation
status of a test method following the
completion of initial development and
pre-validation studies. An Expert Panel
is asked to recommend additional
validation studies that might be helpful
in further characterizing the usefulness
of a method and to identify any
additional research and development
efforts that might support or enhance
the accuracy and efficiency of a method.

3. Independent Peer Review Panel
Meetings are typically convened
following the completion of
comprehensive validation studies on a
test method. Panels are asked to develop
scientific consensus on the usefulness
and limitations of test methods and to
generate information for specific human
health and/or ecological risk assessment
purposes. Following the review of a test
method, ICCVAM forwards
recommendations on its usefulness to
agencies for their consideration. Federal
agencies then determine the regulatory
acceptability of a method according to
their mandates.

Additional information about
ICCVAM and NICEATM can be found at
the website: http://
iccvam.niehs.nih.gov.

Dated: February 11, 2000.
Samuel H. Wilson,
Deputy Director, National Institute of
Environmental Health Sciences.
[FR Doc. 00–4010 Filed 2–17–00; 8:45 am]
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SUMMARY: The proposed information
collection requirement described below
will be submitted to the Office of
Management and Budget (OMB) for
review, as required by the Paperwork
Reduction Act. The Department is
soliciting public comments on the
subject proposal.
DATES: Comments Due Date: April 18,
2000.

ADDRESSES: Interested persons are
invited to submit comments regarding
this proposal. Comments should refer to
the proposal by name and/or OMB
Control Number and should be sent to:
Shelia E. Jones, Reports Liaison Officer,
Department of Housing and Urban
Development, 451 7th Street, SW, Room
7232, Washington, DC 20410.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Patricia Mason, (202) 708–0614, ext.
4588 (this is not a toll-free number) for
copies of the proposed forms and other
available documents:
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
Department is submitting the proposed
information collection to OMB for
review, as required by the Paperwork
Reduction Act of 1995 (44 U.S.C.
Chapter 35, as amended).

This Notice is soliciting comments
from members of the public and
affecting agencies concerning the
proposed collection of information to:
(1) Evaluate whether the proposed
collection of information is necessary
for the proper performance of the
functions of the agency, including
whether the information will have
practical utility; (2) Evaluate the
accuracy of the agency’s estimate of the
burden of the proposed collection of
information; (3) Enhance the quality,
utility, and clarity of the information to
be collected; and (4) Minimize the
burden of the collection of information
on those who are to respond; including
through the use of appropriate
automated collection techniques or
other forms of information technology,
e.g., permitting electronic submission of
responses.

This Notice also lists the following
information:

Title of Proposal: HOPE for
Homeownership of Single Family
Homes (HOPE 3).

OMB Control Number, if applicable:
2506–0128.

Description of the need for the
information and proposed use: The
Homeownership Opportunities for
People Everywhere (HOPE 3) Program
provides Federal grants to develop and
implement homeownership programs
for low income people. This information
is needed to assist HUD monitor
grantees previously awarded HOPE 3
Program Implementation Grants through
the collection of data in the Program’s
Cash and Management Information
System, environmental review
assessments and annual performance
report requirements. The Department
does not anticipate additional awards
for the HOPE 3 Program.

Agency form numbers, if applicable:
SF 424, HUD–40086, 40102–A, 40101–
B, 40103, 40104, and 40105.

Members of affected public: State and
local governments, nonprofit
organizations.

Estimation of the total numbers of
hours needed to prepare the information
collection, including number of
respondents, frequency of response, and
hours of response: The Department
estimates that the 158 respondents will
require 15,490 hours annually
(approximately 100 per respondent) to
prepare the information collection.

Status of the proposed information
collection: Reinstatement, with change,
of a previously approved collection for
which approval has expired.

Authority: Section 3506 of the Paperwork
Reduction Act of 1995, 44 U.S.C. Chapter 35,
as amended.

Dated: February 12, 2000.
Cardell Cooper,
Assistant Secretary for Community Planning
and Development.
[FR Doc. 00–3879 Filed 2–17–00; 8:45 am]
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SUMMARY: The proposed information
collection requirement described below
has been submitted to the Office of
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Management and Budget for review and
approval, as required by the Paperwork
Reduction Act. The Department is
soliciting public comments on the
subject proposal.
DATES: Comments Due Date: April 18,
2000.
ADDRESSES: Interested persons are
invited to submit comments regarding
this proposal. Comments should refer to
the proposal by name and/or OMB
Control Number should be sent to:
Shelia E. Jones, Reports Liaison Officer,
Department of Housing and Urban
Development, 451 Seventh Street, SW,
Room 7232, Washington, DC 20410.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Donner Buchet, (202) 708–2290, ext.
4664 (this is not a toll-free number) for
copies of the proposed forms and other
available documents.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This
Notice informs the public that the
Department of Housing and Urban
Development (HUD) has submitted to
OMB an information collection package
with respect to a Notice of Funding
Availability (NOFA) for the HUD Rural
Housing and Economic Development
program (RHED).

The Department of Veterans Affairs
and Independent Agencies
Appropriation Act, 2000 (Pub. L. 106–
74, approved October 20, 1999) (FY
2000 HUD Appropriations Act)
authorized and appropriated
$25,000,000 to develop capacity at the
state and local level for developing rural
housing and economic development and
to support innovative housing and
economic development activities in
rural areas.

The funds will be available as follows:
HUD will award up to $2.75 million

to build capacity at the state, tribal, and
local level for rural housing and
economic development. This amount
will go directly to local rural non-
profits, community development
corporations (CDCs), and Indian tribes.

HUD will award up to $19 million to
Indian tribes, State Housing Finance
Agencies (HFAs), state community and/
or economic development agencies,
local rural non-profits, and CDCs to
support innovative housing and
economic development activities in
rural areas.

HUD will award up to $3 million in
seed support for Indian tribes, local
rural non-profits, and CDCs that are
located in areas that have limited
capacity for the development of
innovative rural housing and economic
development activities.

In addition to these funds which will
be awarded in response to the NOFA,
the remaining $0.25 million

appropriated by the FY 2000 HUD
Appropriations Act will be used to
maintain a clearinghouse of ideas for
innovative strategies for rural housing
and economic development and
revitalization.

This Notice is soliciting comments
from members of the public and
affecting agencies concerning the
proposed collection of information to:
(1) Evaluate whether proposed
collection of information is necessary
for the proper performance of the
functions of the agency, including
whether the information will have
practical utility; (2) evaluate the
accuracy of the agency’s estimate of the
burden of the proposed collection of
information; (3) enhance the quality,
utility, and clarity of the information to
be collected; and (4) minimize the
burden of the collection of information
on those who are to respond; including
through the use of appropriate
automated collection techniques or
other forms of information technology,
e.g., permitting electronic submission of
responses.

The Department has submitted the
proposal for the collection of
information, as described below, to
OMB for review, as required by the
Paperwork Reduction Act (44 U.S.C.
Chapter 35):

Title of Proposal: NOFA: Rural
Housing and Economic Development
program.

OMB Control Number, if applicable:
2506–0169.

Description of the need for the
information and proposed use: The
information collection is essential so
that HUD staff may determine the
eligibility, qualifications, and capacity
of applicants to carry out activities
under the Rural Housing and Economic
Development program. HUD will review
the information provided by the
applicants against the selection criteria
contained in the NOFA in order to rate
and rank the applications and select the
best and most qualified applicants for
funding. The selection criteria are: (1)
Capacity and Organizational Experience
of the applicant and relevant partners;
(2) Need/Extent of the problem; (3)
Soundness of Approach; (4) Leveraging
of Resources; and (5)
Comprehensiveness and Coordination.

Agency form numbers, if applicable:
SF 424 (including a maximum 25 page
application in response to the Factors
for Award).

Members of the affected public:
Eligible applicants include rural non-
profits and Community Development
Corporations, Indian tribes, State
Housing Finance Agencies, and state

community and/or economic
development agencies.

Estimation of the total numbers of
hours needed to prepare the information
collection, including number of
respondents, frequency of response, and
hours of response: The estimated
number of applicants is 700, with
approximately 90 recipients. The
proposed frequency of the response to
the collection of information is one-
time; the application needs to be
submitted only one time.

Status of the proposed information
collection: Reinstatement of a
previously approved collection for
which approval has expired.

Authority: The Paperwork Reduction Act
of 1995, 44 U.S.C., Chapter 35, as amended.

Dated: February 12, 2000.
Cardell Cooper,
Assistant Secretary for Community Planning
and Development.
[FR Doc. 00–3880 Filed 2–17–00; 8:45 am]
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SUMMARY: This Notice identifies
unutilized, underutilized, excess, and
surplus Federal property reviewed by
HUD for suitability for possible use to
assist the homeless.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Clifford Taffet, room 7266, Department
of Housing and Urban Development,
451 Seventh Street SW, Washington, DC
20410; telephone (202) 708–1234; TTY
number for the hearing-and speech-
impaired (202) 708–2565 (these
telephone numbers are not toll-free), or
call the toll-free Title V information line
at 1–800–927–7588.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: In
accordance with 24 CFR part 581 and
section 501 of the Stewart B. McKinney
Homeless Assistance Act (42 U.S.C.
11411), as amended, HUD is publishing
this Notice to identify Federal buildings
and other real property that HUD has
reviewed for suitability for use to assist
the homeless. The properties were
reviewed using information provided to
HUD by Federal landholding agencies
regarding unutilized and underutilized
buildings and real property controlled
by such agencies or by GSA regarding
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