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conduct the meeting in a fashion that
will facilitate the orderly conduct of
business. Each individual wishing to
make public comment will be provided
a maximum of 5 minutes to present
their comments at the end of the
meeting.

Minutes: The minutes of this meeting
will be available for public review and
copying at the Freedom of Information
Public Reading Room, 1E-190, Forrestal
Building, 1000 Independence Avenue,
SW, Washington, DC 20585 between
9:00 a.m. and 4 p.m., Monday—Friday,
except Federal holidays. Minutes will
also be available at the Department of
Energy’s Environmental Information
Center and Reading Room at 175
Freedom Boulevard, Highway 60, Kevil,
Kentucky between 8:00 a.m. and 5:00
p-m. on Monday thru Friday or by
writing to John D. Sheppard,
Department of Energy Paducah Site
Office, Post Office Box 1410, MS-103,
Paducah, Kentucky 42001 or by calling
him at (270) 441-6804.

Issued at Washington, DC on January 25,
2000.

Rachel M. Samuel,

Deputy Advisory Committee Management
Officer.

[FR Doc. 00-2065 Filed 1-31—-00; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6450-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

Hydrogen Technical Advisory Panel

AGENCY: Department of Energy.
ACTION: Notice of open meeting.

SUMMARY: This notice announces a
meeting of the Hydrogen Technical
Advisory Panel. Federal Advisory
Committee Act (Public Law No. 92—463,
86 Stat. 770, as amended), requires that
public notice of these meetings be
announced in the Federal Register.
DATES: Monday, February 28, 2000, 8:30
a.m.—6 p.m.; Tuesday, February 29,
2000, 8:30 a.m.—12 p.m.

ADDRESSES: Sheraton Premiere Hotel,
Tyson’s Corner, Vienna, Virginia, 22182;
Telephone: 703—448-1234.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Neil
Rossmeissl, Designated Federal Officer,
Hydrogen Program Manager, EE-15,
Office of Power Technologies,
Department of Energy, Washington, D.C.
20585; Telephone: 202—-586—8668.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Purpose of the Meeting

—The major purpose of this meeting
will be to present the HTAP
Committee Reports and their
proposed plans for the coming year,

and the status of coordination of
hydrogen activities within various
government offices. These
coordination activities will cover
those ongoing within theDepartment
of Energy, the Department of
Transportation and NASA.

Tentative Agenda
Spring 2000
Monday, February 28, 2000

8:30 a.m. Introduction and Opening
Comments—D. Nahmias

8:40 HTAP Committee Reports

—Coordination—H. Chum

—Scenario Planning—H. Wedaa

—Fuel Choice—R. Nichols

9:30 Office of Power Technologies-
Strategic Overview—R. Dixon

10:00 EERE CrossCut Activities—R.
Bradshaw

10:30 Break

10:50 Coordination Activities

—Overview—N. Rossmeissl

11:20 HTAP Discussion

12:00 p.m. Lunch

1:00 Coordination presentations by
representatives from Department of
Transportation, NASA and DOE
including:

Office of Transportation Technologies

Office of Industrial Technologies

Office of Building Technologies

Office of Science

Office of Fossil Energy

3:30 Break

4:00 Public Comments (5 minutes
maximum per speaker) Audience

5:00 HTAP Deliberations—Panel

6:00 Adjourn

Tuesday, February 29, 2000

8:30 am. DOE Program Report—FYO01
Budget—S. Gronich
9:15 Broad Based Solicitation
Results—N. Rossmeissl

10:00 Break
11:00 HTAP Discussion—Panel
12:00 p.m.—Adjourn

Public Participation: This meeting is
open to the public. Written statements
may be filed with the Committee either
before or after the meeting. Individuals
who wish to make oral statements
pertaining to agenda items should
contact Mr. Neil Rossmeissl’s office at
the address or telephone number listed
above. Requests must be received 5 days
prior to the meeting and reasonable
provision will be made to include the
presentations in the agenda. The
Designated Federal Officer is
empowered to conduct the meeting in a
fashion that will facilitate the orderly
conduct of business. Each individual
wishing to make public comment will
be provided a maximum of 5 minutes to
present their comments.

Minutes: The minutes of this meeting
will be available for public review and
copying at the Freedom of Information
Public Reading Room, 1E-190, Forrestal
Building, 1000 Independence Avenue,
S.W. Washington, DC 20585 between
9:00 A.M. and 4:00 P.M., Monday
through Friday, except Federal
Holidays. Minutes will also be available
by writing to Neil Rossmeissl,
Department of Energy, 1000
Independence Avenue, S.W.,
Washington, DC 20585, or by calling
(202) 586—-8668.

Issued at Washington, DC on January 21,
2000.

Rachel Samuel,

Deputy Advisory Committee Management
Officer.

[FR Doc. 00-2067 Filed 1-31-00; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6450-01-P

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
AGENCY

Draft Environmental Impact Report/
Environmental Impact Statement,
Lower Owens River Project; Inyo
County, California

ACTION: Notice of Intent to Prepare a
Draft Environmental Impact Report/
Environmental Impact Statement.

SUMMARY: The Lower Owens River
Project is proposed by the City of Los
Angeles, Department of Water and
Power (LADWP), and the County of
Inyo, to restore various wetland and
riparian habitats along approximately 60
miles of the Owens River. The project is
a result of a settlement agreement
among LADWP, County of Inyo, state
agencies, and environmental groups to
resolve issues related to the export of
water from the Owens Valley by
LADWP. The Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) will provide funding to
assist in the implementation of the
project. As lead agency under the
National Environmental Policy Act
(NEPA), EPA must prepare an
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS).
As lead agency under the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) ,
LADWP must prepare an Environmental
Impact Report (EIR). A joint state and
federal environmental document (EIR/
EIS) will be developed. The project is
expected to result in an overall long-
term enhancement of the aquatic,
wetland, and riparian habitats of a major
river, and provide significant
opportunities for increased abundance
and variety of fish and wildlife
resources, including endangered
species. The major environmental
impacts to be addressed are short-term
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water quality degradation due to the re-
introduction of water to the river after
80 years, and the associated short-term
adverse effects on native and sport
fisheries, as well as potential adverse
effects to archeological resources.

Public Scoping and EIR/EIS Schedule

A public scoping meeting to receive
input on the scope of the EIR/EIS will
be conducted on February 16, 2000 at
6:30 pm at Statham Hall, 138 North
Jackson St., Lone Pine, California. A
draft EIR/EIS is expected to be issued
for public review by June 2000. A final
EIR/EIS is planned to be issued the fall
of 2000. A Record of Decision will be
issued in late 2000.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Janet Parrish, U.S. EPA Region IX
(WTR-2), 75 Hawthorne Street, San
Francisco, CA 94105. Phone: 415-744—
1940. Fax: 415-744-1078. E-mail:
parrish.janet@epa.gov. Written
comments on the scope of the EIS may
also be submitted for consideration by
EPA on or before February 21 at the
above address, or at the scoping
meeting. The Notice of Preparation
(NOP), developed pursuant to CEQA, is
available through LADWP and County
of Inyo. Contact Clarence Martin,
LADWP, 760-872-1104, or Leah Kirk,
County of Inyo Water Department, 760—
872-1168.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Origin of the Project

In 1913, the City of Los Angeles
completed an aqueduct from the Owens
Valley to Los Angeles. The primary
source of water was surface water
diverted from the Owens Valley and, to
a lesser extent (following completion of
a tunnel in 1940), from the Mono Basin.
In 1970, a second aqueduct was
completed by the City of Los Angeles to
be supplied from three sources:
Increased surface water diversions from
the Owens Valley, increased
groundwater pumping from the valley,
and increased surface water diversions
from the Mono Basin.

In 1972, the County of Inyo (County)
sued the City of Los Angeles in Inyo
County Superior Court under the
California Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA) to require the Los Angeles
Department of Water and Power
(LADWP) to prepare an Environmental
Impact Report (EIR) on its groundwater
pumping to supply the second
aqueduct. LADWP was ordered to
prepare an EIR. LADWP issued EIRs in
1976 and 1979, but both were found to
be legally inadequate by the 3rd District
Court of Appeals in Sacramento.

In the 1980s, the County and LADWP
conducted discussions to develop a

cooperative water management plan.
Various technical studies were
conducted at that time concerning
groundwater and vegetation in the
Owens Valley. An interim agreement
was executed in 1984 between the
County and LADWP which called for
more cooperative studies, certain
environmental enhancement projects,
and continued negotiations on a long-
term agreement. A new EIR on the
groundwater pumping, completed by
LADWP and the County, was issued in
August 1991. It addressed all water
management practices and facilities
associated with the second aqueduct,
and projects and water management
practices identified in the Inyo County/
Los Angeles Long Term Water
Agreement (““Agreement”). In October
1991, the County and LADWP approved
the Agreement, which provides
environmental protection of the Owens
Valley from the effects of groundwater
pumping and water exports. The
Agreement committed LADWP and the
County to implement the Lower Owens
River Project (LORP). The Final EIR
(August 1991) and the Agreement were
submitted to the Court with a joint
request to end litigation.

Shortly thereafter, concerns about the
legal adequacy of the 1991 Final EIR
were raised by state agencies and
environmental groups. In 1994, the
Court ordered the County and LADWP
to respond to certain of these issues.
After several years of settlement
discussions among all parties, a
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU)
was executed that provides resolution
over the concerns about the EIR,
particularly related to the adequacy of
mitigation described in the EIR for
impacts due to historic pumping and
diversion activities in the Owens Valley.
In June 1997, the Court accepted the
MOU as a final settlement, effectively
ending all litigation and allowing the
full provisions of the Agreement and the
1991 Final EIR mitigation to be
implemented. Parties to the MOU
include LADWP, Inyo County,
California Department of Fish and
Game, State Lands Commission, Sierra
Club, and Owens Valley Committee.

The MOU includes provisions that
expand the LORP. The project was
identified in the 1991 Final EIR as
compensatory mitigation for impacts
related to groundwater pumping by
LADWP from 1970 to 1990 that were
difficult to quantify. The MOU specifies
the goal of the LORP, time frame for
development and implementation, and
specific actions. It also provides certain
minimum requirements for the LORP
related to flows, locations of facilities,
and habitat and species to be addressed.

Finally, the MOU specifies that LADWP
and Inyo County prepare an EIR for the
LORP and issue a draft EIR within 36
months of execution of the MOU (i.e.,
June 2000), and that flows in the river
begin within 72 months of the MOU
execution (i.e., June 2003).

Goal of the LORP

The goal of the LORP, as stated in the
MOU, is the establishment of a healthy,
functioning Lower Owens River
riverine-riparian ecosystem, and the
establishment of healthy functioning
ecosystems in the other elements of the
LORP, for the benefit of biodiversity and
threatened and endangered species,
while providing for the continuation of
sustainable uses including recreation,
livestock grazing, agriculture, and other
activities. Natural habitats will be
created and enhanced consistent with
the needs of certain habitat indicator
species.

Four Primary Elements of the LORP
Riverine-Riparian Habitats

A continuous flow will be maintained
from the intake structure to a pump
system located near the river delta at
Owens Lake, which will connect to a
pipeline that will divert water to the Los
Angeles Aqueduct or to the bed of
Owens Lake for use in particulate
control projects. Any water in the river
that is above the amount specified in the
MOU for release to the Owens River
Delta can be recovered by the pump
facility. The flow regime is as follows:

* A base flow of approximately 40 cfs
from the intake to the pump system
must be maintained year-round to
support wetland and riparian habitat for
indicator species, and to maintain
recreational and native fisheries

e A riparian habitat flow must be
seasonally released that would result in
a total flow that would vary from 40 to
200 cfs in general proportion to the
forecasted runoff each year. These flows
are intended to: create a natural
disturbance to establish and maintain
native riparian vegetation and channel
morphology.

The pump system will consist of a
diversion in the river and a pump
facility to convey water in a buried pipe
to the Los Angeles Aqueduct. The
general location of the pump system is
specified in the MOU. LADWP is
considering using some or all of the
water from the pump system for dust
control on Owens Lake.

Owens River Delta Habitat Area

This wetland and riparian habitat area
is located below the pump facility. It
will be enhanced and maintained by
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flow and land management. An average
annual flow of 6 to 9 cfs must be
maintained below the pump system, for
habitat enhancement purposes.

Blackrock Waterfowl Habitat Area

This 1,500-acre area contains
extensive waterfowl] habitat. It will be
enhanced through flow and land
management to increase diversity.

Off-River Lakes and Ponds

Off-river lakes and ponds near the
Blackrock Waterfowl Habitat Area will
be enhanced and maintained for
fisheries, shorebirds, and other birds
through flow and land management.

Other Elements of the LORP
Land Management Plan

The preparation of a land
management plan was specified in the
MOU. It will address grazing on leases
within LORP planning area.
Management plans will be prepared for
individual leases with a focus on
enhancing native habitat diversity while
allowing for sustainable grazing. The
plans will focus on upland and riparian
areas, irrigated pastures, and areas with
sensitive species or habitats.

Recreation Plan

The LORP will also include a plan to
guide access to, and recreational uses of,
the LORP area, consistent with current
LADWP management guidelines for
public uses of the land. The focus of the
plan is to ensure compatible human
uses of the LORP lands.

Monitoring and Reporting Plan

The LORP will include a long-term
plan for collecting and analyzing data
on the progress of the LORP. These data
will be used in an adaptive management
program in which management actions
will be modified, as necessary, to ensure
successful implementation of the LORP.

Dated: January 21, 2000.

Richard E. Sanderson,

Director, Office of Federal Activities.

[FR Doc. 00-2133 Filed 1-31-00; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6560-50-U

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
AGENCY

[FRL-6528-3]

Peele-Dixie Wellfield Site/Broward
County, Florida; Notice of Proposed
Settlement

AGENCY: Environmental Protection
Agency.
ACTION: Notice of proposed settlement.

SUMMARY: Under sections 104, 106(a),
107 and 122 of the Comprehensive
Environmental Response,
Compensation, and Liability Act
(CERCLA), the City of Ft. Lauderdale
entered into an Administrative Order on
Consent (AOC) with the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA), whereby the
City of Ft. Lauderdale agreed perform
response activities at the Peele-Dixie
Wellfield Site (Site) located in Broward
County, Florida. Section VIII of the AOC
provides for the reimbursement of EPA’s
oversight costs by the City of Ft.
Lauderdale. Under the terms of the
AOQC, section VIII is subject to section
122(i) of CERCLA, which requires EPA
to publish notice of the proposed
settlement in the Federal Register for a
thirty (30) day public comment period.
EPA will consider public comments on
section VIII of the AOC for thirty days.
EPA may withhold consent to all or part
of section VIII of the AOC if comments
received disclose facts or considerations
which indicate that section VIII of the
AQOC is inappropriate, improper, or
inadequate. Copies of the proposed
settlement are available from: Ms. Paula
V. Batchelor, U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency, Region IV, CERCLA
Program Services Branch, Waste
Management Division, 61 Forsyth
Street, SW., Atlanta, Georgia 30303,
(404) 562—-8887.

Written comment may be submitted to
Mr. Greg Armstrong at the above
address within 30 days of the date of
publication.

Dated: December 30, 1999.
Anita Davis,

Acting Chief, CERCLA Program Services
Branch, Waste Management Division.

[FR Doc. 00-1666 Filed 1-31-00; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6560-50—P

FARM CREDIT ADMINISTRATION

Sunshine Act Meeting; Farm Credit
Administration Board; Regular Meeting

AGENCY: Farm Credit Administration.
SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given,
pursuant to the Government in the
Sunshine Act (5 U.S.C. 552b(e)(3)), that
the February 10, 2000 regular meeting of
the Farm Credit Administration Board
(Board) will not be held. The Board will
hold a special meeting at 9:00 a.m. on
Thursday, February 17, 2000. An agenda
for that meeting will be published at a
later date.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Vivian L. Portis, Secretary to the Farm
Credit Administration Board, (703) 883-
4025, TDD (703) 883-4444.

ADDRESS: Farm Credit Administration,
1501 Farm Credit Drive, McLean,
Virginia 22102-5090.

Dated: January 27, 2000.
Vivian L. Portis,
Secretary, Farm Credit Administration Board.
[FR Doc. 00—2302 Filed 1-28-00; 3:52 p.m.]
BILLING CODE 6705-01-M

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS
COMMISSION

[CS Docket No. 99-251]

In the Matter of Applications for
Consent to the Transfer of Control of
Licenses; MediaOne Group, Inc.,
Transferor, to AT&T Corporation,
Transferee

AGENCY: Federal Communications
Commission, Cable Services Bureau.

ACTION: Notice of Public Forum by Cable
Services Bureau.

SUMMARY: The Cable Services Bureau of
the Federal Communications
Commission will convene a Public
Forum on the proposal of AT&T
Corporation (“AT&T”’) and MediaOne
Group, Inc. (“MediaOne”) to transfer to
AT&T the control of licenses and
authorizations held by subsidiaries of
MediaOne and entities controlled by
MediaOne. The purpose of the Public
Forum is to assist the Cable Services
Bureau in its review of the AT&T—
MediaOne proposal, to provide an
opportunity for further discussion of
issues raised in the proceeding, and to
gather additional information that may
be relevant. The Bureau has requested
that AT&T and MediaOne and several
interested parties and organizations
make presentations at the Public Forum.

DATES: The Public Forum will be held
on Friday, February 4, 2000 beginning at
9:30 a.m. and continuing until
approximately 3:00 p.m.

ADDRESSES: The Public Forum will be
held in the Federal Communications
Commission’s Meeting Room, 445 12th
Street, SW, Washington, D.C.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Sunil Daluvoy, Cable Services Bureau,
(202) 418-7200.

Federal Communications
Commission.

Dated: January 27, 2000.
Magalie Roman Salas,
Secretary.
[FR Doc. 00-2137 Filed 1-31-00; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6712-01-P
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