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category may be included in other
categories of excluded actions.
1. Center for Information Technology.
2. Center for Scientific Review.
. Fogarty International Center.
. Office of Administration.
. Office of Communications.
. Office of Equal Opportunity.
. Office of Education.
. Office of Community Liaison.
9. Office of Loan Repayment and
Scholarship.
10. Office of Human Resources
Management.
11. Office of Financial Management.
12. Office of Technology Transfer.
13. Office of Program Coordination.
14. National Library of Medicine.
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D. Extraordinary Circumstances

Consistent with CEQ’s regulations,
environmental review is required for all
NIH actions involving extraordinary
circumstances. Following are examples
of extraordinary circumstances that may
apply to specific NIH actions.

1. Greater scope or size than other
actions included within a category.

2. A threatened violation of a Federal,
State, or local law established for
protection of the environment or for
public health and safety.

3. Potential effects of the action are
unique or highly uncertain.

4. Potential effect on a protected or
ecologically sensitive area of land, like
a wetland or floodplain.

5. Possible impact on property that is
listed or eligible for listing on the
National Register of Historic Places or
that is otherwise of scientific, cultural,
or historic importance or interest.

6. Possible impact on endangered or
threatened species.

7. Use of especially hazardous
substances or processes for which
adequate and accepted controls and
safeguards are unknown or not
available.

8. Substantial and reasonable
controversy exists about the
environment effects of the action.

Dated: January 10, 2000.
Ruth L. Kirschstein,
Acting Director, National Institutes of Health.
[FR Doc. 00-1128 Filed 1-18-00; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4140-01-M

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
Fish and Wildlife Service

Endangered and Threatened Species
Permit Applications; Notice of
Extension of Comment Period

The Fish and Wildlife Service gives
notice that the comment period is

extended on the notice of receipt of
applications for two applications
submitted by International Animal
Consulting Group, Inc. The applications
were submitted to satisfy requirements
of the Marine Mammal Protection Act of
1972, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1361 et
seq.) and the regulations governing
marine mammals (50 CFR part 18). The
applications, 018196 and 018197, are for
conducting certain activities with
marine mammals, specifically taking
northern sea otters (Enhydra lutris
lutris) from the wild in Alaska for export
and public display at two Japanese
aquariums. The extension will allow all
interested parties to submit written
comments. The Fish and Wildlife
Service published a notice of receipt of
the applications on Friday, December
17, 1999. The current comment period
closes on January 16, 2000. Written
comments may now be submitted until
January 26, 2000, and should be
submitted to the Director, U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, Office of Management
Authority, 4401 North Fairfax Drive,
Room 700, Arlington, Virginia 22203.

Dated: January 14, 2000.

Kristen Nelson,

Chief, Branch of Permits (Domestic), Office
of Management Authority.

[FR Doc. 00-1328 Filed 1-14-00; 2:08 pm]
BILLING CODE 4310-55-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Bureau of Land Management
[WY-920-1620-00-EL, WYW146744]

Intent To Prepare an Environmental
Impact Statement on a Lease
Application Received From Jacobs
Ranch Coal Company

AGENCY: Department of the Interior,
Wyoming.

ACTION: Notice of Intent to Prepare an
Environmental Impact Statement on a
lease application received from Jacobs
Ranch Coal Company for Federal coal in
the decertified Powder River Federal
Coal Production Region, Wyoming.

SUMMARY: The Bureau of Land
Management (BLM) received a
competitive coal lease application from
Jacobs Ranch Coal Company (JRCC) on
October 2, 1998, for a tract containing
approximately 519 million tons of
Federal coal and including
approximately 4,821 acres in an area
adjacent to the company’s Jacobs Ranch
Mine. This tract, which was assigned
case number WYW 146744, is called the
North Jacobs Ranch tract. JRCC is a
subsidiary of Kennecott Energy and Coal
Company. The Jacobs Ranch Mine and

North Jacobs Ranch tract are located in
southern Campbell County, Wyoming.
The tract was applied for as a
maintenance tract lease-by-application
(LBA) under the provisions of 43 CFR
3425.1. The Powder River Regional Coal
Team (RCT) reviewed this lease
application at public meetings held on
February 23, 1999, in Billings, MT, and
October 27, 1999, in Gillette, WY. The
RCT recommended that the lease
application be processed, pending
resolution of the conflicts between
proposed coal mining and existing and
proposed oil and gas development
(including coal bed methane) on the
tract. BLM has determined that the
requirements of NEPA would be best
served by preparing an environmental
impact statement (EIS) for this lease
application.

BLM conducted scoping on the North
Jacobs Ranch lease application, and on
the pending Belle Ayr Federal coal lease
application, in October 1999. A public
scoping meeting was held at the Tower
West Lodge in Gillette, WY, on October
19, 1999, at 7 p.m. During the scoping
period, BLM received seven written
comment letters. At the scoping
meeting, presentations were made by
the applicants for the North Jacobs
Ranch and Belle Ayr Federal coal tracts
and oral comments were received from
six speakers.

DATES: The scoping period for this
Federal coal lease application was held
during October 1999, however, the
public still has an opportunity to submit
written comments on concerns or issues
that the BLM should address in
processing the North Jacobs Ranch lease
application. Comments should be
submitted by February 15, 2000, in
order to be considered in the draft EIS.
ADDRESSES: Please address questions,
comments or concerns to the BLM,
Casper District Office, Attn: Nancy
Doelger, 1701 East E Street, Casper, WY
82601, fax to 307-234—1525, or send e-
mail comments to

casper wymail@blm.gov., attn: Nancy
Doelger.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Nancy Doelger or Mike Karbs at the
above address or phone 307-261-7600.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: On
October 2, 1998, JRCC filed coal lease
application WYW146744, for the
following lands in Campbell and
County, Wyoming:
T. 44 N,,R. 70 W., 6th PM, Wyoming

Section 26: Lots 9, 10;

Section 27: Lots 1 thru 16;

Section 28: Lots 1 thru 16;

Section 29: Lots 1 thru 16;

Section 30: Lots 5 thru 20;

Section 31: Lots 5 thru 20;
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