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verifications of these companies’ textile
and textile product production.

Troy H. Cribb,
Chairman, Committee for the Implementation
of Textile Agreements.

Committee for the Implementation of Textile
Agreements.

January 11, 2000.
Commissioner of Customs
Department of Treasury, Washington, DC

20229
Dear Commissioner: In the letter to the

Commissioner of Customs, dated July 27,
1999 (64 FR 41395), the Chairman of CITA
directed the U.S. Customs Service to deny
entry to textiles and textile products
allegedly manufactured by certain listed
companies; Customs had informed CITA that
these companies were found to have been
illegally transshipping, closed, or unable to
produce records to verify production.

Based on information received since that
time, CITA has determined that Artistica,
Fabrica de Artigos de Vestuario; and Leon
Garment Factory Ltd., aka Westburg Lda.,
two of the listed companies, should not be
subject to that directive. Effective on January
18, 2000, Customs is directed to not apply
the directive to shipments of textiles and
textile products allegedly manufactured by
these companies. CITA expects that Customs
will conduct on-site verifications of these
companies’ textile and textile product
production.

CITA has determined that these actions fall
within the foreign affairs exception of the
rulemaking provisions of 5 U.S.C. 553(a)(1).

Sincerely,

Troy H. Cribb,
Chairman, Committee for the Implementation
of Textile Agreements
[FR Doc. 00–1046 Filed 1–14–00; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510–DR–F

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

Office of the Secretary

Defense Intelligence Agency, Science
and Technology Advisory Board
Closed Panel Meeting

AGENCY: Department of Defense, Defense
Intelligence Agency.

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: Pursuant to the provisions of
Subsection (d) of Section 10 of Public
Law 92–463, as amended by Section 5
of Public Law 94–409, notice is hereby
given that a closed meeting of the DIA
Science and Technology Advisory
Board has been scheduled as follows:
DATES: 26–27 January 2000, 8:00 a.m. to
16:00 p.m.).
ADDRESSES: The Defense Intelligence
Agency, Bolling AFB, Washington, DC
20340.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Maj.
Donald R. Culp, Jr., USAF, Executive
Secretary, DIA Science and Technology
Advisory Board, Washington, DC
20340–1328, (202) 231–4930.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The entire
meeting is devoted to the discussion of
classified information as defined in
Section 552b(c)(I), Title 5 of the U.S.
Code, and therefore will be closed to the
public. The Board will receive briefings
on and discuss several current critical
intelligence issues and advise the
Director, DIA, on related scientific, and
technical matters.

Dated: January 11, 2000.
Patricia L. Toppings,
Alternate OSD Federal Register Liaison
Officer, Department of Defense.
[FR Doc. 00–1001 Filed 1–14–00; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 5001–10–M

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

Office of the Secretary

Revised Non-Foreign Overseas Per
Diem Rates

AGENCY: DoD, Per Diem, Travel and
Transportation Allowance Committee.
ACTION: Notice of Revised Non-Foreign
Overseas Per Diem Rates.

SUMMARY: The Per Diem, Travel and
Transportation Allowance Committee is
publishing Civilian Personnel Per Diem
Bulletin Number 212. This bulletin lists

revisions in the per diem rates
prescribed for U.S. Government
employees for official travel in Alaska,
Hawaii, Puerto Rico, the Northern
Mariana Islands and Possessions of the
United States. AEA changes announced
in Bulletin Number 194 remain in effect.
Bulletin Number 212 is being published
in the Federal Register to assure that
travelers are paid per diem at the most
current rates.

EFFECTIVE DATE: January 1, 2000.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This
document gives notice of revisions in
per diem rates prescribed by the Per
Diem Travel and Transportation
Allowance Committee for non-foreign
areas outside the continental United
States. It supersedes Civilian Personnel
Per Diem Bulletin Number 211.
Distribution of Civilian Personnel Per
Diem Bulletins by mail was
discontinued. Per Diem Bulletins
published periodically in the Federal
Register now constitute the only
notification of revisions in per diem
rates to agencies and establishments
outside the Department of Defense. For
more information or questions about per
diem rates, please contact your local
travel office. The text of the Bulletin
follows:

Dated: January 11, 2000.

Patricia L. Toppings,

Alternate OSD Federal Register Liaison
Officer, Department of Defense.

BILLING CODE 5001–10–M
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[FR Doc. 00–1002 Filed 1–14–00; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 5001–10–C

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

National Assessment Governing
Board; Information Collection Request

AGENCY: National Assessment
Governing Board; Department of
Education.
ACTION: Notice of Information
Collection Activity; Request for
Comment.

SUMMARY: In compliance with the
Paperwork Reduction Act (44 U.S.C.
3501 et seq.), this notice announced a
proposed information collection request
(ICR) of the National Assessment
Governing Board (the Governing Board,
or NAGB). The information collection is
to conduct two research and validation
support studies related to test
development for the proposed
Voluntary National Test (VNT) during
Spring 2000. Before submitting the ICR
to the Office of Management and Budget
(OMB), the Governing Board is
soliciting comments on the information
collection as described below.
DATES: Comments must be submitted on
or before February 17, 2000.
ADDRESSES: Submit written comments
identified by ‘‘ICR: VNT Research and
Validation Support Studies (Option
Year 2)’’ by mail or in person addressed
to: Ray Fields, Assistant Director,
National Assessment Governing Boards,
Suite 825, 800 North Capitol Street,
N.W., Washington, DC 20002.

Comments may also be submitted
electronically by sending electronic
mail (e-mail) to Rayl@FieldsED.GOV.
Electronic comments must be identified
by the title of the ICR. No confidential
business information should be
submitted through e-mail. Comments
sent by e-mail must be submitted as an
ASCII file avoiding the use of special
characters an any form of encryption.

Information submitted as a comment
concerning this document may be
claimed confidential by marking any
part or all of that information as
confidential business information (CBI).
Information so marked will not be
disclosed except in accordance with
procedures set forth in 40 CFR Part 2.
A copy of the comment that does not
contain CBI must be submitted for
inclusion in the public record.
Information not marked confidential
may be disclosed publicly by NAGB
without prior notice.

All written comments will be
available for public inspection at the
address given above from 8 a.m. to 4:30

p.m., Monday through Friday, excluding
legal holidays.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Ray
Fields, Assistant Director, National
Assessment Governing Board, Suite 825,
800 North Capitol Street, N.W.,
Washington, DC 20002. Telephone (202)
357–0395; e-mail:RaylFields@ED.GOV.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Copies of
this ICR may be obtained from the
contact person listed above.

I. Information Collection Request

The National Assessment Governing
Board is seeking comments on the
following Information Collection
Request (ICR).

Title: Voluntary National Tests (VNT):
Research and Validation Support
Studies (Option Year 2)

Affected Entities: Parties affected by
this information collection are
individuals and State, local, or Tribal
SEAs or LEAs.

Abstract: In order to comply with the
mandates of PL 105–78, the National
Assessment Governing Board (NAGB)
proposes to conduct two research and
validation support studies. Congress
vested exclusive authority in the
Governing Board for test development
for the proposed VNT. At the same time,
Congress prohibited pilot testing and
field testing of questions developed for
the proposed VNT. No test question
developed for the proposed VNT will be
used in these research studied. Instead,
test questions used for the National
Assessment of Education Progress
(NAEP) will be employed. This is to
ensure that the prohibition on pilot and
field testing is not violated, while still
providing for research needed to answer
questions related to test development.

The data collected will serve two
purposes: (a) Provide information on the
feasibility of a calibration linkage
between the proposed Voluntary
National Test (VNT) and the National
Assessment of Education Progress
(NAEP) (more specifically—between a
test designed to give individual results
and a survey designed to report group
results); and (b) provide information
needed to inform policy and practice
related to test accommodations for
students with limited English
proficiency, specifically, to help guide
the development of an 8th grade
mathematics test booklet in two
languages (i.e., a ‘‘dual language’’
booklet in this case in English and
Spanish).

The two research studies will also
assist NAGB in making three of the four
determination required by Congress: (1)
The extent to which test items selected
for use on the tests are free from racial,

cultural or gender bias; (2) whether the
test development process and test items
adequately assess student reading and
mathematics comprehension in the form
most likely to yield accurate
information regarding student
achievement in reading and
mathematics; and (3) whether the test
development process and test items take
into account the account the needs of
disadvantaged, limited English
proficient and disabled students.

The first study is directed toward
establishing the feasibility of a
calibration linkage between a test form
resembling an individual test and a
survey of group results—the National
Assessment. Research questions to be
answered include the following: What
are the effects on the measurement of
student performance of an individually
administered test that shares a
framework with NAEP but which differs
somewhat from NAEP in content
coverage, administration, and unit of
analysis? It is possible to establish a
strong link between the group-focused
results of NAEP and such an
individually administered test? What
inferences can be supported by such a
link?

4800 students from Grade 4 and 4800
students from Grade 8 are expected to
participate in this study. The 9600
students will be divided equally across
three conditions.

Students in the first condition will
take a ‘‘NAEP Special Form’’ booklet,
consisting of NAEP items constructed to
be as parallel as possible to the
proposed VNT forms. This parallelism
would include content coverage, timing,
and shape of the test information
function (TIF), which has been
proposed to be flatter than the TIF for
NAEP. Because empirical information
on each item is needed to construct a
form with a specified TIF, the items
would come from the previous NAEP
administration in the respective
subjects.

Students in the second condition
would take ‘‘Extended NAEP’’ booklets,
which are based on blocks of items from
the 2000 NAEP administration and
would be constructed to be
representative of the content and
statistical specifications (TIF) of NAEP.
The forms for Grade 8 mathematics
would consist of six intact 15-minute
blocks administered in two 45-minute
sessions. The forms for Grade 4 reading
would consist of four NAEP reading
blocks, also administered in two 45-
minute sessions. (Because the reading
blocks are timed at 25 minutes each,
some items will have to be deleted to fit
into the reduced testing time.) The
administration of these forms would be
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