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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[1.D. 112699D]

Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management
Council; Public Meeting

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice of public meeting.

SUMMARY: The Gulf of Mexico Fishery
Management Council (Council) will
convene public meetings of the Ad Hoc
Charter Vessel/Headboat Advisory Panel
(AP) and Standing Scientific and
Statistical Committee (SSC).

DATES: The AP meeting is scheduled to
begin at 8:00 a.m. on January 4, 2000
and will conclude by 3:00 p.m. The SSC
meeting is scheduled to begin at 8:30
a.m. on January 12, 2000 and will
conclude by 12:00 noon.

ADDRESSES: The AP meeting will be
held at the at the New Orleans Airport
Hilton Hotel, 901 Airline Highway,
Kenner, LA; telephone: 504—469-5000.
The SSC meeting will be held at the
Doubletree Hotel, 300 Canal Street, New
Orleans, LA; telephone: 504-581-1300.

Council address: Gulf of Mexico
Fishery Management Council, 3018 U.S.
Highway 301 North, Suite 1000, Tampa,
FL 33619.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Mr.
Wayne Swingle, Executive Director;
telephone: 813-228-2815.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
Council is considering implementation
of a temporary moratorium on the
issuance of charter vessel/headboat
permits to fish the exclusive economic
zone (EEZ) for reef fish and coastal
migratory pelagics (mackerel) fish. A
moratorium, if adopted, would provide
a basis for the development of a more
comprehensive effort limitation program
for this segment of the recreational
fishery that could provide better long-
term control of fishing effort.

The moratorium proposed in this
amendment considers 8 features: 1) the
duration of the moratorium; 2) initial
eligibility requirements for permit; 3) a
new Gulf permit for coastal migratory
pelagics fisheries; 4) permit transfers
during the moratorium; 5) vessel size for
permit transfer; 6) the reissuance of
permits not renewed; 7) an appeal
process; and, 8) vessel reporting. At
present, the Council has suggested as
preferred alternatives:

Establish a 3-year moratorium;

That initial eligibility requirements be
all persons holding permits on
September 16, 1999 are eligible;

Permit transfers during the
moratorium be allowed between (1)
vessels owned by the permit holder and
(2) individuals without transfer of the
vessel; and,

Reissuance of permits not renewed (or
permanently revoked) will not be
reissued by NMFS during the
moratorium.

The Council did not select preferred
alternatives for: (1) a new Gulf permit
for coastal migratory pelagics fisheries;
(2) vessel size restriction on permit
transfers; (3) the appeals process under
moratorium; or (4) vessel reporting
requirements.

The Draft Charter Vessel/Headboat
Permit Moratorium Amendment will be
reviewed by the Ad Hoc Charter Vessel/
Headboat AP and by the SSC at their
respective meetings, times, and dates.

Although other non-emergency issues
not on the agendas may come before the
AP/SSC for discussion, in accordance
with the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act,
those issues may not be the subject of
formal action during these meetings.
Actions of the AP/SSC will be restricted
to those issues specifically identified in
the agendas and any issues arising after
publication of this notice that require
emergency action under Section 305(c)
of the Magnuson-Stevens Act, provided
the public has been notified of the
Council’s intent to take action to
address the emergency.

Written comments will be accepted
on the draft amendment if received by
January 3, 2000. A copy of the draft
amendment can be obtained by calling
813-228-2815. Copies of the agenda can
be obtained by calling 813-228-2815.

Special Accommodations

This meeting is physically accessible
to people with disabilities. Requests for
sign language interpretation or other
auxiliary aids should be directed to
Anne Alford at the Council (see
ADDRESSES) by December 28, 1999.

Dated: November 29, 1999.
Bruce C. Morehead,

Acting Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 99-31385 Filed 12—-2-99; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-F

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[1.D. 1123998]

Marine Mammals; File No. 642-1536—-00

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Receipt of application.

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given that
Joseph R. Mobley, Jr., Ph.D., Professor
Psychology, University of Hawaii-West
Oahu, 96-129 Ala Ike, Pearl City,
Hawaii 96782, has applied in due form
for a permit to take several species of
cetaceans for purposes of scientific
research.

DATES: Written or telefaxed comments
must be received on or before January 3,
2000.

ADDRESSES: The application and related
documents are available for review
upon written request or by appointment
in the following office(s):

Permits and Documentation Division,
Office of Protected Resources, NMFS,
1315 East-West Highway, Room 13130,
Silver Spring, MD 20910 (301/713-
2289);

Regional Administrator, Southwest
Region, NMFS, 501 West Ocean Blvd.,
Suite 4200, Long Beach, CA 90802—4213
(562/980-4027); and

Protected Species Program Manager,
Pacific Islands Area Office, NMFS, 2570
Dole Street, Room 106, Honolulu, HI
96822-2941 (808/973-2935).

Written comments or requests for a
public hearing on this application
should be mailed to the Chief, Permits
and Documentation Division, F/PR1,
Office of Protected Resources, NMFS,
1315 East-West Highway, Room 13705,
Silver Spring, MD 20910. Those
individuals requesting a hearing should
set forth the specific reasons why a
hearing on this particular request would
be appropriate.

Comments may also be submitted by
facsimile at (301) 713—-0376, provided
the facsimile is confirmed by hard copy
submitted by mail and postmarked no
later than the closing date of the
comment period. Please note that
comments will not be accepted by e-
mail or by other electronic media.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Jeannie Drevenak, 301/713—-2289.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
subject permit is requested under the
authority of the Marine Mammal
Protection Act of 1972, as amended
(MMPA; 16 U.S.C. 1361 et seq.), the
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