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clarity; and on ways to minimize burden
on respondents, including the use of
automated collection techniques or
other forms of information technology.
The information collections listed
below will be submitted to OMB within
60 days from the date of this notice.
Therefore, comments and
recommendations regarding the
information collections would be most
useful if received by the Agency within
60 days from the date of this
publication. Comments should be
directed to the SSA Reports Clearance
Officer at the address listed at the end
of the notices. You can obtain a copy of
the collection instruments by calling the
SSA Reports Clearance Officer on (410)
965–4145, or by writing to him.
1. Representative Payee System—
0960–NEW. The information collected
is used to determine the proper payee
for a Social Security beneficiary, and
aids in the investigation of a payee
applicant. The information establishes
the applicant’s relationship to the
beneficiary, the justification, the
concern for the beneficiary and the
manner in which the benefits will be
used. The respondents are applicants for
selection as representative payee for
Old-Age, Survivors and Disability
Insurance (OASDI); Supplemental
Security Income (SSI); and Black Lung
benefits. The time it takes to collect the
information ranges from 5 minutes for a
simple representative payee interview to
45 minutes for a complicated interview.
We have used an average to compute the
public reporting burden, shown below.
Number of Respondents: 1,574,786
Frequency of Response: 1
Average Burden Per Response: 25
minutes
Estimated Annual Burden: 656,161
hours
2. Modernized Enumeration System—
0960–NEW. The information collected
is used to assign a Social Security
Number (SSN) and issue a card. The
SSN is used to keep an accurate record
of each individual’s earnings for the
payment of benefits. It is also used for
administrative purposes as an identifier
for health-maintenance and incomemaintenance programs, such as the
OASDI program; the SSI program; and
other programs administered by the
Federal government including Black
Lung, Medicare and veterans
compensation and pension programs.
The Internal Revenue Service uses the
SSN as a taxpayer identification number
for those individuals who are eligible to
be assigned an SSN. The respondents
are applicants for a Social Security
Card.
Number of Respondents: 12,385,502

Frequency of Response: 1
Average Burden Per Response: 5
minutes
Estimated Annual Burden: 1,032,125
hours
3. Lump-Sum Death Payment
Application (Modernized Claims
System)—0960–NEW. The information
collected is required to authorize
payment of the lump-sum death benefit
to a widow, widower, or children as
defined in section 202(i) of the Social
Security Act. The respondents are
widows, widowers or children who
apply for a lump-sum death payment.
Number of Respondents: 736,250
Frequency of Response: 1
Average Burden Per Response: 20
minutes
Estimated Annual Burden: 245,417
hours
SAA Address: Social Security
Administration, DCFAM, Attn:
Frederick W. Brickenkamp, 6401
Security Blvd., 1–A–21 Operations
Bldg., Baltimore, MD 21235.
Dated: September 22, 1999.
Frederick W. Brickenkamp,
Reports Clearance Officer, Social Security
Administration.
[FR Doc. 99–25152 Filed 9–27–99; 8:45 am]
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used in the construction of lifeboats,
and use of perfluorocarbons in
shipboard fire-extinguishing systems.
Members of the public wishing to
make a statement on new issues or
proposals at the meeting are requested
to submit a brief summary to the U.S.
Coast Guard five days prior to the
meeting.
Members of the public may attend
this meeting up to the seating capacity
of the room. Interested persons may
obtain more information regarding the
meeting of the SOLAS Working Group
on Fire Protection by writing: Office of
Design and Engineering Standards,
Commandant (G–MSE–4), U.S. Coast
Guard, 2100 Second St., S.W.,
Washington, DC 20593, by calling: LT
Kevin Kiefer at (202) 267–1444, or by
visiting the following World Wide
Website: http://www.uscg.mil/hq/g-m/
mse4/stdimofp.htm.
Dated: September 21, 1999.
Stephen M. Miller,
Executive Secretary, Shipping Coordinating
Committee.
[FR Doc. 99–25207 Filed 9–27–99; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4710–07–M
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Duluth, Missabe and Iron Range
Railway Company; Public Hearing

Shipping Coordinating Committee,
Subcommittee on Safety of Life at Sea,
Working Group on Fire Protection;
Notice of Meeting
The U.S. Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS)
Working Group on Fire Protection will
conduct an open meeting on Tuesday,
October 19, 1999, at 9:30 AM, in room
2415 at U.S. Coast Guard Headquarters,
2100 Second Street, SW, Washington,
DC 20593. The purpose of the meeting
will be to prepare for discussions
anticipated to take place at the Fortyfourth Session of the International
Maritime Organization’s Subcommittee
on Fire Protection, to be held February
21–25, 2000.
The meeting will focus on proposed
amendments to the 1974 SOLAS
Convention for the safety of commercial
vessels. Specific discussion areas
include: comprehensive review of
SOLAS chapter II–2, unified
interpretations to SOLAS II–2 and
related fire test procedures,
recommendations on evaluation
analysis for passenger ships and highspeed passenger craft, fire test
procedures for fire retardant materials

The Duluth, Missabe and Iron Range
Railway Company (DMIR) has
petitioned the Federal Railroad
Administration (FRA) seeking relief
from the requirements of Section 236.51
of the Rules, Standards, and Instructions
(RS&I) Title 49, Code of Federal
Regulations, (CFR) Part 236.51, to the
extent that DMIR be permitted to utilize
wheel count-based trap circuits, on steel
deck bridges in signaled territory, in
lieu of maintaining the existing track
circuits.
This RS&I application proceeding is
identified as Docket No. FRA–1998–
4821.
The FRA has issued a public notice
seeking comments of interested parties
and has conducted a field investigation
in this matter. After examining the
carrier’s proposal, letters of protest, and
field report, the FRA has determined
that a public hearing is necessary before
a final decision is made on this
proposal.
Accordingly, a public hearing is
hereby set for 10 a.m. on Wednesday,
November 10, 1999, in Room 407 of the
Federal Building and U.S. Court House
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(Civic Center Complex), 515 West First
Street, Duluth, Minnesota. Interested
parties are invited to present oral
statements at the hearing.
The hearing will be an informal one
and will be conducted in accordance
with Rule 25 of the FRA Rules of
Practice (49 CFR Part 211.25), by a
representative designated by the FRA.
The hearing will be a nonadversary
proceeding and, therefore, there will be
no cross-examination of persons
presenting statements. The FRA
representative will make an opening
statement outlining the scope of the
hearing. After all initial statements have
been completed, those persons wishing
to make brief rebuttal statements will be
given the opportunity to do so in the
same order in which they made their
initial statements. Additional
procedures, if necessary for the conduct
of the hearing, will be announced at the
hearing.
Issued in Washington, D.C. on September
21, 1999.
Grady C. Cothen, Jr.,
Deputy Associate Administrator for Safety
Standards and Program Development.
[FR Doc. 99–25213 Filed 9–27–99; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910–06–P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Maritime Administration
[Docket MARAD–1999–6248]

Sea-Land Service, Inc., and U.S. Ship
Management, Inc., Application for
Approval of the Proposed Transfer of
Maritime Security Program Operating
Agreements (MA/MSP–29 Through MA/
MSP–43)
By application completed September
21, 1999, Sea-Land Service, Inc. (SeaLand), and U.S. Ship Management, Inc.
(USSM) notified the Maritime
Administration (MARAD) of the
proposed transfer of 15 Maritime
Security Program (MSP) Operating
Agreements (MA/MSP–29 through MA/
MSP–43) from Sea-Land to USSM,
pursuant to section 652(j), Sub-title VI–
B, Merchant Marine Act, 1936, as
amended (1936 Act). The vessels
originally subject to those contracts are
also to be concomitantly transferred to
USSM for operation. Sea-Land received
the initial award of the MSP Operating
Agreements on December 20, 1996.
The proposed transfer of MSP
Operating Agreements MA/MSP–29
through MA/MSP–43 is part of a series
of overall transactions whereby affiliates
of the A.P. Moller Group (Maersk) will
acquire the international container
operations of Sea-Land. In all, 19 U.S.-

flag vessels will be transferred from SeaLand to USSM, including the 15
associated with the MSP Operating
Agreements.
With respect to the transfer of MSP
Operating Agreements, section 652(j) of
the 1936 Act provides that ‘‘A
Contractor under an operating
agreement may transfer the agreement
(including all rights and obligations
under the agreement) to any person
eligible to enter into that Operating
Agreement under this subtitle after
notification of the Secretary [of
Transportation] in accordance with
regulations prescribed by the Secretary,
unless the transfer is disapproved by the
Secretary within 90 days after the date
of Notification. A person to whom an
Operating Agreement is transferred may
receive payments from the Secretary
under the agreement only if each vessel
to be covered by the agreement after the
transfer is an eligible vessel under
section 651(b).’’
In implementing the proposed
transaction, it is asserted that under a
U.S. citizen owner trust structure, the
MSP Vessels will be bareboat chartered
to USSM, which will time charter them
to Maersk Line Limited (MLL), an
affiliate of Maersk and a documentation
U.S. citizen. USSM will manage and
operate the vessels utilizing former SeaLand operations employees. USSM will
crew the vessels with U.S. citizens,
utilizing the same unions presently
representing seagoing employees on the
MSP Vessels. The vessels will continue
to operate in the same combination of
world-wide container services as have
been provided since 1995 by
cooperation between Maersk and SeaLand.
Sea-Land and USSM have requested
that MARAD allow the proposed
transfers to become effective in
accordance with the application and
pursuant to law. This notice invites
comment on legal and policy issues that
may be raised by the Sea-Land and
USSM application, including the
transfer of the 15 MSP Operating
Agreements to USSM.
A redacted copy of the transfer
application will be available for
inspection at the Department of
Transportation (DOT) Dockets Facility
and on the DOT Dockets website
(address information follows). Any
person, firm, or corporation having an
interest in this proposal, and desiring to
submit comments concerning the
application, may file comments as
follows. You should mention the docket
number that appears at the top of this
notice. You should submit your written
comments to the Docket Clerk, U.S.
DOT Dockets, Room PL–401, Nassif
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Building, Department of Transportation,
400 Seventh Street, SW, Washington,
DC 20590. Comments may also be
submitted by electronic means via
the internet at http://dmses.dot.gov/
submit/. All comments will become part
of the docket. You may call Docket
Management at (202) 366–9324. You
may visit the docket room to inspect
and copy comments at the above
address between 10 a.m. and 5 p.m.,
EDT, Monday through Friday, except
holidays. An electronic version of this
document is available on the World
Wide Web at http://dms.dot.gov.
Comments must be received no later
than the close of business on October
13, 1999.
This notice is published as a matter of
discretion, and the fact of its publication
should in no way be considered a
favorable or unfavorable decision on the
application, as filed, or as may be
amended. MARAD will consider any
comments timely submitted, and take
such action with respect thereto as may
be deemed appropriate.
By Order of the Maritime Administration.
Dated: September 22, 1999.
Joel C. Richard,
Secretary, Maritime Administration.
[FR Doc. 99–25124 Filed 9–27–99; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910–81–P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration
Safety Performance Standards
Program Meeting
National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration, DOT.
ACTION: Notice of NHTSA rulemaking
status meeting.
AGENCY:

This notice announces a
public meeting at which NHTSA will
answer questions from the public and
the automobile industry regarding the
agency’s vehicle regulatory program.
DATES: The Agency’s regular, quarterly
public meeting relating to its vehicle
regulatory program will be held on
Thursday, December 16, 1999,
beginning at 9:45 a.m. and ending at
approximately 12:00 p.m, at the Tysons
Westpark Hotel, McLean, VA. Questions
relating to the vehicle regulatory
program must be submitted in writing
with a diskette (Wordperfect) by
Thursday, November 18, 1999, to the
address shown below or by e-mail. If
sufficient time is available, questions
received after November 18 may be
answered at the meeting. The
individual, group or company
SUMMARY:

