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discontinuance and removal of the
signal system at Bridge U-104, milepost
112.10, Denmark Subdivision, near
Green Bay, Wisconsin, associated with
the installation of shore control panels
on each side of the bridge, for train crew
operation.

The reason given for the proposed
changes is that the track has minimal
usage and the changes will eliminate the
need for train crews to call an operator
to open and close the bridge.

Any interested party desiring to
protest the granting of an application
shall set forth specifically the grounds
upon which the protest is made, and
contain a concise statement of the
interest of the Protestant in the
proceeding. Additionally, one copy of
the protest shall be furnished to the
applicant at the address listed above.

All communications concerning this
proceeding should be identified by the
docket number and must be submitted
to the Docket Clerk, DOT Central Docket
Management Facility, Room P1-401,
Washington, DC 20590-0001.
Communications received within 45
days of the date of this notice will be
considered by the FRA before final
action is taken. Comments received after
that date will be considered as far as
practicable. All written communications
concerning these proceedings are
available for examination during regular
business hours (9 a.m.-5 p.m.) at DOT
Central Docket Management Facility,
Room PI-401 (Plaza Level), 400 Seventh
Street, SW, Washington, DC 20590—
0001. All documents in the public
docket are also available for inspection
and copying on the internet at the
docket facility’s Web site at http://
dms.dot.gov.

FRA expects to be able to determine
these matters without an oral hearing.
However, if a specific request for an oral
hearing is accompanied by a showing
that the party is unable to adequately
present his or her position by written
statements, an application may be set
for public hearing.

Issued in Washington, DC, on July 22,
1999.
Grady C. Cothen, Jr.,

Deputy Associate Administrator for Safety
Standards and Program Development.
[FR Doc. 99-19406 Filed 7-28-99; 8:45 am]
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National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration

Discretionary Cooperative Agreements
To Support Innovative Programs To
Increase Booster Seat and Seat Belt
Use Among Children

AGENCY: National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration, DOT.

ACTION: Amendment of agency
announcement published June 30, 1999,
Volume 64, No. 125, and correction
published July 8, 1999 Volume 64, No.
130.

SUMMARY: The date for receipt of
applications (July 30, 1999, as stated in
the July 8, 1999 correction) is hereby
extended to 2:00 p.m. E.S.T. on August
13, 1999. Applications must be received
by that time and date. Applications
postmarked, but not received, by that
time and date will not be accepted for
evaluation.

Dated: July 23, 1999.
James L. Nichols,

Acting Associate Administrator for Traffic
Safety Programs.

[FR Doc. 99-19375 Filed 7—28-99; 8:45 am]
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Final Theft Data; Motor Vehicle Theft
Prevention Standard

AGENCY: National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration (NHTSA),
Department of Transportation.
ACTION: Publication of final theft data.

SUMMARY: This document publishes the
final data on thefts of model year (MY)
1997 passenger motor vehicles that
occurred in calendar year (CY) 1997.
The final 1997 theft data indicate a
decrease in the vehicle theft rate when
compared to the theft rate experienced
in CY/MY 1996. The final theft rate for
MY 1997 passenger vehicles stolen in
calendar year 1997 (3.05 thefts per
thousand vehicles produced) decreased
by 7 percent from the theft rate for CY/
MY 1996 vehicles (3.28 thefts per
thousand vehicles produced).
Publication of these data fulfills
NHTSA'’s statutory obligation to
periodically obtain accurate and timely
theft data and publish the information
for review and comment. The data were

calculated for informational purposes
only.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Ms.
Rosalind Proctor, Office of Planning and
Consumer Programs, NHTSA, 400
Seventh Street, SW, Washington, DC
20590. Ms. Proctor’s telephone number
is (202) 366—0846. Her fax number is
(202) 493-2739.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: NHTSA
administers a program for reducing
motor vehicle theft. The central feature
of this program is the Federal Motor
Vehicle Theft Prevention Standard, 49
CFR part 541. The standard specifies
performance requirements for inscribing
and affixing vehicle identification
numbers (VINS) onto certain major
original equipment and replacement
parts of high-theft lines of passenger
motor vehicles.

The agency is required by 49 U.S.C.
33104(b)(4) to periodically obtain, from
the most reliable source, accurate and
timely theft data and publish the data
for review and comment. To fulfill this
statutory mandate, NHTSA has
published theft data annually beginning
with MYs 1983/84. Continuing to fulfill
the section 33104(b)(4) mandate, this
document reports the final theft data for
CY 1997, the most recent calendar year
for which data are available.

In calculating the 1997 theft rates,
NHTSA followed the same procedures it
used in calculating the MY 1996 theft
rates. (For 1996 theft data calculations,
see 63 FR 36478, July 6, 1998.) As in all
previous reports, NHTSA'’s data were
based on information provided to
NHTSA by the National Crime
Information Center (NCIC) of the
Federal Bureau of Investigation. The
NCIC is a government system that
receives vehicle theft information from
nearly 23,000 criminal justice agencies
and other law enforcement authorities
throughout the United States. The NCIC
data also include reported thefts of self-
insured and uninsured vehicles, not all
of which are reported to other data
sources.

The 1997 theft rate for each vehicle
line was calculated by dividing the
number of reported thefts of MY 1997
vehicles of that line stolen during
calendar year 1997 by the total number
of vehicles in that line manufactured for
MY 1997, as reported to the
Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA).

The final 1997 theft data show a
decrease in the vehicle theft rate when
compared to the theft rate experienced
in CY/MY 1996. The final theft rate for
MY 1997 passenger vehicles stolen in
CY 1997 decreased to 3.05 thefts per
thousand vehicles produced, a decrease
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