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DATES:

Submit comments and sources
on or before March 10, 1998.

OFFICE OF THE UNITED STATES
TRADE REPRESENTATIVE

David Wm. Loines,
Procurement Analyst, U.S. Small
Business Administration, 409 3rd Street
S.W., Washington, DC 20416, Tel: (202)
205–6475.

Generalized System of Preferences
(GSP); Initiation of a Review To
Consider the Designation of State of
Eritrea as a Beneficiary Developing
Country Under the GSP; Solicitation of
Public Comments Relating to the
Designation Criteria

ADDRESSES:

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:

David Wm. Loines, Procurement
Analyst, (202) 205–6475, FAX (202)
205–7324.
Public law
100–656, enacted on November 15,
1988, incorporated into the Small
Business Act the previously existing
regulation that recipients of Federal
contracts set-aside for small businesses
or SBA 8(a) Program procurements must
provide the product of a small business
manufacturer or processor if the
recipient is other than the actual
manufacturer or processor. This
requirement is commonly referred to as
the Nonmanufacturer Rule.
The SBA regulations imposing this
requirement are found at 13 CFR
121.406(b). Section 303(h) of the law
provides for waiver of this requirement
by SBA for any ‘‘class of products’’ for
which there are no small business
manufacturers or processors in the
Federal market. To be considered
available to participate in the Federal
market on these classes of products, a
small business manufacturer must have
submitted a proposal for a contract
solicitation or received a contract from
the Federal Government within the last
24 months. The SBA defines ‘‘class of
products’’ based on two coding systems.
The first is the Office of Management
and Budget’s Standard Industrial
Classification Manual (SIC). The second
is the Product and Service Code (PSC)
established by the Federal Procurement
Data System.
The SBA has recently been advised of
the existence of a small business
manufacturer for pineapple juice. Thus,
the waiver previously granted for
pineapple juice under PSC 8915 and SIC
2033 is terminated.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Dated: February 13, 1998.
Judith A. Roussel,
Associate Administrator for Government
Contracting.
[FR Doc. 98–5330 Filed 3–2–98; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 8025–01–P

Office of the United States
Trade Representative.
ACTION: Notice and solicitation of public
comment with respect to the eligibility
of the State of Eritrea for the GSP
program.
AGENCY:

This notice announces the
initiation of a review to consider the
designation of the State of Eritrea as a
beneficiary developing country under
the GSP program and solicits public
comment relating to the designation
criteria by March 31, 1998.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
GSP Subcommittee, Office of the United
States Trade Representative, 600 17th
Street, N.W., Room 518, Washington,
D.C. 20508. The telephone number is
(202) 395–6971.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
government of the State of Eritrea has
requested that it be granted eligibility
for beneficiary status under the GSP
program. The Trade Policy Staff
Committee (TPSC) has initiated a review
to determine if Eritrea should be
designated as a beneficiary developing
country under the GSP program. A
country may not be designated a
beneficiary developing country, absent a
finding that such designation would be
in the economic interests of the United
States, if any one of several elements are
found, including: the participation by
the country in a commodity cartel that
causes serious disruption to the world
economy; the provision by the country
of preferential treatment to products of
other developed countries which has a
significant adverse effect on U.S.
commerce; the expropriation by the
country of U.S.-owned property without
compensation; a failure by the country
to enforce arbitral awards in favor of
U.S. persons; the support by the country
of international terrorism; or a failure by
the country to take steps to protect
internationally recognized worker
rights. Other factors taken into account
in determining whether a country will
be designated a beneficiary developing
country include: the extent to which the
country has assured the United States
that it will provide market access for
U.S. goods; the extent to which the
country has taken action to reduce
trade-distorting investment practices
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and policies; and the extent to which
the country is providing adequate and
effective protection of intellectual
property rights. The criteria for
designation are set forth in full in
section 502 of the Trade Act of 1974, as
amended (19 U.S.C. 2461 et. seq.).
Interested parties are invited to
submit comments regarding the
eligibility of Eritrea for designation as a
GSP beneficiary developing country.
Submission of comments must be made
in English in 14 copies to the Chairman
of the GSP Subcommittee, Trade Policy
Staff Committee, and be received in
Room 518 at 600 17th Street, N.W.,
Washington, D.C. 20508, no later than 5
p.m. on Tuesday, March 31, 1998.
Except for submissions granted
‘‘business confidential’’ status pursuant
to 15 CFR 2003.6, information and
comments submitted regarding Eritrea
will be subject to public inspection by
appointment with the staff of the USTR
Public Reading Room. For an
appointment, please call Ms. Brenda
Webb at 202/395–6186. If the document
contains business confidential
information, 14 copies of a
nonconfidential version of the
submission along with 14 copies of the
confidential version must be submitted.
In addition, the submission should be
clearly marked ‘‘confidential’’ at the top
and bottom of each page of the
document. The version which does not
contain business confidential
information (the public version) should
also be clearly marked at the top and
bottom of each page (either ‘‘public
version’’ or ‘‘non-confidential’’).
Frederick L. Montgomery,
Chairman, Trade Policy Staff Committee.
[FR Doc. 98–5430 Filed 3–2–98; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3190–01–M

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Coast Guard
[USCG 1998 3559]

Merchant Marine Personnel Advisory
Committee
Coast Guard, DOT.
Notice of meetings.

AGENCY:
ACTION:

The Merchant Marine
Personnel Advisory Committee
(MERPAC) will conduct two meetings to
discuss various issues relating to the
training and fitness of merchant marine
personnel. MERPAC advises the
Secretary of Transportation on matters
relating to the training, qualifications,
licensing, certification and fitness of
seamen serving in the U.S. merchant
SUMMARY:
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marine. Both meetings will be open to
the public.
DATES: MERPAC will conduct a working
group meeting of the full committee on
Monday, March 30, 1998, from 8 a.m. to
4 p.m. and will conduct an official full
committee meeting on Tuesday, March
31, 1998, from 8 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Written material and requests to make
oral presentations should reach the
Coast Guard on or before March 16,
1998.
ADDRESSES: MERPAC will meet on both
days in room 2415 of U.S. Coast Guard
Headquarters, 2100 Second Street SW.,
Washington, DC 20593–0001. Send
written material and requests to make
oral presentations to Commander Steven
J. Boyle, Commandant (G–MSO–1), U.S.
Coast Guard Headquarters, 2100 Second
Street SW., Washington, DC 20593–
0001.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Commander Steven J. Boyle, Executive
Director of MERPAC, or Mr. Mark C.
Gould, Assistant to the Executive
Director, telephone 202–267–0229, fax
202–267–4570, or e-mail
mgould@comdt.uscg.mil.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Notice of
these meetings is given under the
Federal Advisory Committee Act, 5
U.S.C. App. 2.

Written material for distribution at a
meeting should also reach the Coast
Guard no later than March 16, 1998. If
you would like a copy of your material
distributed to each member of the
committee or subcommittee in advance
of a meeting, please submit 25 copies to
the Executive Director no later than
March 16, 1998.
Information on Services for Individuals
With Disabilities
For information on facilities or
services for individuals with disabilities
or to request special assistance at the
meetings, contact the Executive Director
as soon as possible.
Dated: February 24, 1998.
Joseph J. Angelo,
Director of Standards, Marine Safety and
Environmental Protection.
[FR Doc. 98–5449 Filed 3–2–98; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910–14–M

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Coast Guard
[USCG 1998–3551]

National Offshore Safety Advisory
Committee
Coast Guard, DOT.
ACTION: Notice of meeting.

Agenda of March 31, 1998, Public
Meeting

AGENCY:

Merchant Marine Personnel Advisory
Committee (MERPAC)

The National Offshore Safety
Advisory Committee (NOSAC) will meet
to discuss various issues relating to
offshore safety. The meeting will be
open to the public.
DATES: The meeting of NOSAC will be
held on Wednesday, April 22, 1998
from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Written
material and requests to make oral
presentations should reach the Coast
Guard on or before April 8, 1998.
ADDRESSES: The NOSAC meeting will be
held in Rooms 6332–6336, of the
NASSIF Building, 400 7th Street, SW,
Washington, DC. Written material and
requests to make oral presentations
should be sent to Captain R.L Skewes,
Commandant (G–MSO), U.S. Coast
Guard Headquarters, 2100 Second Street
SW., Washington, DC 20593–0001.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Captain R. L. Skewes, Executive
Director of NOSAC, or Mr. Jim Magill,
Assistant to the Executive Director,
telephone (202) 267–0214, fax (202)
267–4570.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Notice of
this meeting is given pursuant to the
Federal Advisory Committee Act, 5
U.S.C., App. 2.

The agenda includes the following:
(1) Introduction.
(2) Progress report from the working
group on the International
Convention on the Standards of
Training, Certification and
Watchkeeping (STCW).
(3) Progress report from the working
group on the National Maritime
Center.
(4) Other items to be discussed:
(a) Standing Committee—Preventon
Through People
(b) Regional Examination Center
activities
(c) National Maritime Center activities
(d) STCW developments
(e) One person bridge watchstanding
proposal-report from subcommittee
on meeting held March 7, 1998.
Procedural
Both meetings are open to the public.
At the Chair’s discretion, members of
the public may make oral presentations
during the meetings. If you would like
to make an oral presentation at a
meeting, please notify the Executive
Director no later than March 16, 1998.
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Agenda of Meeting
National Offshore Safety Advisory
Committee (NOSAC). The agenda
includes the following:
(1) Introduction and swearing-in of
new members.
(2) Progress report from the
Prevention Through People
Subcommittee.
(3) Progress report from the
Subcommittee on Pipeline-Free
Anchorages for Mobile Offshore Drilling
Units, Lifeboats and Vessels.
(4) Status report on revision of 33 CFR
Subchapter ‘‘N’’, Outer Continental
Shelf Regulations.
(5) Report on the new regulations for
large offshore supply vessels and
crewboats, (supplementary 46 CFR
Subchapter ‘‘L’’)
(6) Report on issues concerning the
International Maritime Organization
(IMO) and the International
Organization of Standardization ((ISO).
(7) Status report from Safety
Regulatory Reform Subcommittee.
(8) Report from Platform/Ship
collision Avoidance subcommittee.
Procedural
The meeting is open to the public.
Due to new security procedures at
government buildings, visitors should
have a current picture ID to enter the
NASSIF building. At the Chairperson’s
discretion, members of the public may
make oral presentation during the
meeting. Persons wishing to make oral
presentations at the meeting should
notify the Executive Director no later
than April 8, 1998. Written material for
distribution at the meeting should reach
the Coast Guard no later than April 8,
1998. If a person submitting material
would like a copy distributed to each
member of the Committee or
Subcommittee in advance of the
meeting, that person should submit 25
copies to the Executive Director no later
than April 1, 1998.
Information on Services for Individuals
With Disabilities
For information on facilities or
services for individuals with disabilities
or to request special assistance at the
meeting, contact the Assistant to the
Executive Director as soon as possible.
Dated: February 24, 1998.
Joseph J. Angelo,
Director of Standards, Marine Safety and
Environmental Protection.
[FR Doc. 98–5448 Filed 3–2–98; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4310–14–M

