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1 IMC states that it is a noncarrier and that it
controls no railroads operating in the United States.

Anchorages, 212 Windsheld Retention,
214 Side Impact Protection, 216 Roof
Crush Resistance, 219 Windshield Zone
Intrusion, 301 Fuel System Integrity, and
302 Flammability of Interior Materials.

Additionally, the petitioner contends
that the vehicle complies with the
Bumper Standard found in 49 Part 581.

Petitioner also contends that the
vehicle is capable of being readily
altered to meet the following standards,
in the manner indicated:

Standard No. 101 Controls and
Displays: (a) substitution of a lens
marked ‘‘Brake’’ for a lens with
noncomplying symbol on the brake
failure indicator lamp; (b) replacement
of the speedometer/odometer with one
calibrated in miles per hour.

Standard No. 108 Lamps, Reflective
Devices and Associated Equipment: (a)
installation of U.S.-model headlamps
and front sidemarker lights; (b)
installation of U.S.-model taillamp
assemblies which incorporate rear
sidemarker lights; (c) installation of a
U.S.-model high-mounted stop light
assembly.

Standard No. 110 Tire Selection and
Rims: installation of a tire information
placard.

Standard No. 111 Rearview Mirror:
replacement of the passenger side
rearview mirror with a U.S.-model
component.

Standard No. 114 Theft Protection:
installation of a key microswitch and a
warning buzzer.

Standard No. 118 Power Window
Systems: rewiring of the power window
system so that the window transport
mechanism is inoperative when the
ignition is switched off.

Standard No. 208 Occupant Crash
Protection: installation of a seat belt
warning buzzer, wired to the driver’s
seat belt latch. The petitioner states that
the vehicle is equipped with driver’s
and passenger’s side air bags in the front
outboard seating positions and with
seatbelts in all seating positions that are
identical to those found on the vehicle’s
U.S. certified counterpart. As described
by the petitioner, the vehicle is
equipped with shoulder belts in the rear
outboard seating positions and with a
lap belt in the rear center seating
position.

Additionally, the petitioner states that
a vehicle identification number plate
must be affixed to the vehicle to meet
the requirements of 49 CFR Part 565.

Interested persons are invited to
submit comments on the petition
described above. Comments should refer
to the docket number and be submitted
to: Docket Section, National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration, Room
5109, 400 Seventh Street, S.W.,

Washington, DC 20590. It is requested
but not required that 10 copies be
submitted.

All comments received before the
close of business on the closing date
indicated above will be considered, and
will be available for examination in the
docket at the above address both before
and after that date. To the extent
possible, comments filed after the
closing date will also be considered.
Notice of final action on the petition
will be published in the Federal
Register pursuant to the authority
indicated below.

Authority: 49 U.S.C. 30141(a)(1)(A) and
(b)(1); 49 CFR 593.8; delegations of authority
at 49 CFR 1.50 and 501.8.

Issued on: February 11, 1998.
Marilynne Jacobs,
Director, Office of Vehicle Safety Compliance.
[FR Doc. 98–4042 Filed 2–17–98; 8:45 am]
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IMC Global Inc.—Acquisition of
Control Exemption—Trona Railway
Company and Hutchinson & Northern
Railway Company

IMC Global Inc. (IMC),1 a publicly-
held company headquartered in Illinois,
has filed a notice of exemption to
acquire control of Trona Railway
Company (Trona), a Class III rail carrier
operating in California, and Hutchinson
& Northern Railway Company (H&N), a
Class III rail carrier, operating in Kansas,
as part of its acquisition of Harris
Chemical Group, Inc. (Harris), a
privately-owned Delaware corporation
headquartered in New York, which is
the corporate parent of Trona and H&N.

IMC’s acquisition of Harris will be
accomplished through a merger of IMC’s
subsidiary, IMC Merger Sub Inc.
(Newco), with and into Harris, which
controls, among other companies, the
North American Chemical Company
(NACC), which holds all of the
outstanding shares of Trona, and the
North American Salt Company (NASC),
which holds all of the outstanding
shares of N&H. Harris will continue,
under the name IMC Inorganic
Chemicals Inc., as the surviving
corporation and wholly owned
subsidiary of IMC, and the corporate
existence of Newco will cease.

IMC intends to consummate this
transaction within 60 days of the

February 4, 1998 filing date of this
notice of exemption, but not earlier than
the February 11, 1998 effective date of
the exemption.

IMC states that: (1) These railroads do
not connect with each other; (2) the
acquisition of control is not part of a
series of anticipated transactions that
would connect the railroads with each
other or any railroad in its corporate
family; and (3) the transaction does not
involve a Class I rail carrier. The
transaction therefore is exempt from the
prior approval requirements of 49 U.S.C.
11323. See 49 CFR 1180.2(d)(2).

Under 49 U.S.C.10502(g), the board
may not use its exemption authority to
relieve a rail carrier of its statutory
obligation to protect the interests of its
employees. Section 11326(c), however,
does not provide for labor protection for
transactions under sections 11324 and
11325 that involve only Class III
railroad carriers. Because this
transaction involves Class III rail
carriers only, the Board, under the
statute, may not impose labor protective
conditions for this transaction.

If the notice contains false or
misleading information, the exemption
is void ab initio. Petitions to revoke the
exemption under 49 U.S.C. 10502(d)
may be filed at any time. The filing of
a petition to revoke will not
automatically stay the transaction.

An original and 10 copies of all
pleadings, referring to STB Finance
Docket No. 33547, must be filed with
the Surface Transportation Board, Office
of the Secretary, Case Control Unit, 1925
K Street, N.W., Washington, DC 20423–
0001. In addition, a copy of each
pleading must be served on: Donald H.
Smith, Sidley & Austin, 1722 Eye Street,
N.W., Washington, DC 20006.

Decided: February 10, 1998.
By the Board, David M. Konschnik,

Director, Office of Proceedings.
Vernon A. Williams,
Secretary.
[FR Doc. 98–4048 Filed 2–17–98; 8:45 am]
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SUMMARY: The Department of
Transportation published a document in
the Federal Register of February 11,
1998, concerning the meeting date and
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