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1 The Board will grant a stay if an informed
decision on environmental issues (whether raised
by a party or by the Board’s Section of
Environmental Analysis in its independent
investigation) cannot be made before the
exemption’s effective date. See Exemption of Out-
of-Service Rail Lines, 5 I.C.C.2d 377 (1989). Any
request for a stay should be filed as soon as possible
so that the Board may take appropriate action before
the exemption’s effective date.

2 See Exempt. of Rail Abandonment—Offers of
Finan. Assist., 4 I.C.C.2d 164 (1987).

3 The Board will accept late-filed trail use
requests as long as the abandonment has not been
consummated and the abandoning railroad is
willing to negotiate an agreement.

SUMMARY: The Board has issued a
certificate and decision authorizing CSX
Transportation, Inc. (CSXT), to abandon
that portion of its rail line extending
between milepost BUI–28.40 at Elkins,
WV, and milepost BUK–121.7 at Bergoo,
WV, subject to environmental and
historic preservation conditions if there
is salvage. The transaction also was
exempted from the offer of financial
assistance and public use procedures of
49 U.S.C. 10904 and 10905.
EFFECTIVE DATE: The abandonment
certificate will become effective on
January 9, 1997.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Beryl Gordon, (202) 927–5660. [TDD for
the hearing impaired: (202) 927–5721.]
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The ICC
Termination Act of 1995, Pub. L. No.
104–88, 109 Stat. 803 (1995) (ICCTA),
abolished the Interstate Commerce
Commission (ICC) and transferred
certain functions and proceedings to the
Surface Transportation Board (Board)
effective on January 1, 1996. Section
204(c) of the ICCTA provides, in
general, that, if a court remands a suit
against the ICC that was pending on the
date of that legislation and involves
functions retained by the ICCTA,
subsequent proceedings related to the
case shall proceed under the applicable
law and regulations in effect at the time
of the subsequent proceedings. The
functions at issue in this proceeding
were retained and are now found at 49
U.S.C. 10903–05. Thus, the provisions
of current 49 U.S.C. 10903–05 apply to
this proceeding on remand.

Additional information is contained
in the Board’s decision. To purchase a
copy of the full decision, write to, call,
or pick up in person from: DC News &
Data, Inc., Room 2229, 1201
Constitution Avenue, N.W.,
Washington, DC 20423. Telephone:
(202) 289–4357/4359. [Assistance for
the hearing impared is available through
TDD services (292) 927–5721.

Decided: December 31, 1996.
By the Board, Chairman Morgan, Vice

Chairman Simmons, Commissioner Owen.
Vernon A. Williams,
Secretary.
[FR Doc. 97–481 Filed 1–8–97; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4915–00–P

[STB Docket No. AB–471X]

South Kansas and Oklahoma Railroad,
Inc.; Abandonment Exemption; in
Sumner County, KS

South Kansas and Oklahoma Railroad,
Inc. (SKO) has filed a notice of
exemption under 49 CFR 1152 Subpart

F—Exempt Abandonments to abandon a
9.2-mile portion of its line of railroad
between milepost 257.2, at Oxford, and
milepost 266.4, near Wellington, in
Sumner County, KS.

SKO has certified that: (1) no local
traffic has moved over the line for at
least 2 years; (2) there has been no
overhead traffic on the line in over 3
years; (3) no formal complaint filed by
a user of rail service on the line (or by
a state or local government entity acting
on behalf of such user) regarding
cessation of service over the line either
is pending with the Surface
Transportation Board (Board) or with
any U.S. District Court or has been
decided in favor of complainant within
the 2-year period; and (4) the
requirements at 49 CFR 1105.7
(environmental reports), 49 CFR 1105.8
(historic reports), 49 CFR 1105.11
(transmittal letter), 49 CFR 1105.12
(newspaper publication), and 49 CFR
1152.50(d)(1) (notice to governmental
agencies) have been met.

As a condition to this exemption, any
employee adversely affected by the
abandonment shall be protected under
Oregon Short Line R. Co.—
Abandonment—Goshen, 360 I.C.C. 91
(1979). To address whether this
condition adequately protects affected
employees, a petition for partial
revocation under 49 U.S.C. 10502(d)
must be filed.

Provided no formal expression of
intent to file an offer of financial
assistance (OFA) has been received, this
exemption will be effective on February
8, 1997, unless stayed pending
reconsideration. Petitions to stay that do
not involve environmental issues, 1

formal expressions of intent to file an
OFA under 49 CFR 1152.27(c)(2), 2 and
trail use/rail banking requests under 49
CFR 1152.29 3 must be filed by January
21, 1997. Petitions to reopen or requests
for public use conditions under 49 CFR
1152.28 must be filed by January 29,
1997, with: Office of the Secretary, Case
Control Branch, Surface Transportation
Board, 1201 Constitution Avenue, N.W.,
Washington, DC 20423.

A copy of any petition filed with the
Board should be sent to applicant’s
representative: Karl Morell, Ball Janik
LLP, 1455 F St., N.W., Suite 225,
Washington, DC 20005.

If the verified notice contains false or
misleading information, the exemption
is void ab initio.

SKO has filed an environmental
report which addresses the
abandonment’s effects, if any, on the
environment and historic resources. The
Section of Environmental Analysis
(SEA) will issue an environmental
assessment (EA) by

January 14, 1997. Interested persons
may obtain a copy of the EA by writing
to SEA (Room 3219, Surface
Transportation Board, Washington, DC
20423) or by calling Elaine Kaiser, Chief
of SEA, at (202) 927–6248. Comments
on environmental and historic
preservation matters must be filed
within 15 days after the EA becomes
available to the public.

Environmental, historic preservation,
public use, or trail use/rail banking
conditions will be imposed, where
appropriate, in a subsequent decision.

Decided: January 3, 1997.
By the Board, David M. Konschnik,

Director, Office of Proceedings.
Vernon A. Williams,
Secretary.
[FR Doc. 97–484 Filed 1–8–97; 8:45 am]
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DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY

Office of the Secretary

Credit Union Study; Request for
Comments

AGENCY: Office of the Secretary, DOT.
SUMMARY: Legislation recently enacted
by Congress requires the Secretary of the
Treasury (Secretary) to conduct a study
of credit unions and submit a report to
Congress by September 30, 1997.

This notice invites all interested
parties to provide their views on the
topics listed below and on any other
issues relating to the study that they
may wish to bring to our attention. We
strongly encourage all interested parties
to submit comments for the record.
DATES: Comments should be in writing
and must be received by February 28,
1997.
ADDRESSES: Send written comments to:
Credit Union Study, Department of the
Treasury, Room 3025, 1500
Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Washington,
D.C. 20220.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For
further information, please contact: Joan
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