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contracting carrier(s) either by hand,
express mail, or other overnight delivery
service the same day as filed at the
Board. The contracting carrier shall in
turn serve the contracting shipper with
a copy of the complaint and petition.
Replies shall be served in the same
manner on complainant/petitioner.

(5) Submission of contract.
Immediately upon the filing of a
complaint, the rail carrier filing the
contract summary shall forward to the
Board, by hand, express mail, or other
overnight delivery service, the subject
contract or amended contract.

(6) Replies. Replies to the complaint/
petition are due within 5 days from the
date of filing of the complaint/petition,
and in no event later than noon on the
23rd day following filing of the contract
summary.

(7) Copies. An original and 10 copies
of complaints, petitions and replies
must be filed with the Board in a
package marked ‘““‘Confidential Rail
Contract Material”’.

(8) Discovery appeals. If action on a
petition for discovery is taken under
delegated authority, that action may be
appealed to the Board, subject to the
following:

(i) An appeal must be received within
2 days of the initial decision, but in no
event later than the 28th day after the
contract summary is filed.

(ii) The appeal must be marked
“Appeal of Delegated Authority Action
Regarding Rail Contract Discovery”.

(iii) Telegraphic notice or its
equivalent must be given to the
opposing parties.

(iv) Replies to the appeal must be
filed within one day after the appeal is
filed.

(v) An original and 10 copies of
appeals and replies must be filed with
the Board.

(9) Furnishing of information. If
discovery is granted, the carrier must
furnish the required information to the
petitioner by the 1st working day after
the Board issues its decision.

(b) Informal discovery. (1) Prior to
filing a petition for formal discovery
under paragraph (a) of this section, a
petitioner may request discovery from
the carrier.

(2) The carrier must promptly grant or
deny the request.

(3) Agreements between carriers and
shippers for informal discovery are
permitted under these rules.

(c) Confidentiality. If confidential
contract data are filed with the Board in
a pleading, the party filing these data
should submit them as a separate
package, clearly marked on the outside
“Confidential Material Subject to
Protective Order.” The order in

paragraph (d) of this section applies to
the parties specified in the order who
receive confidential information
through proceedings before the Board or
through informal discovery.

(d) Protective order. Petitioner and
carriers, and their duly authorized
agents, shall limit to the contract
complaint proceeding the use of
contract information or other
confidential commercial information
which may be revealed in the contract,
the complaint, reply, or in any other
pleading relating to the contract. This
restriction shall be a condition to release
of any contract term to a petitioner/
complainant and shall operate similarly
on a carrier in possession of confidential
information which may be contained in
a complaint, petition for discovery, or
request for informal disclosure. Any
information pertaining to parties to the
contract or subject to the contract
(including consignors, consignees and
carriers), or pertaining to the terms of
the contract, or relating to the
petitioner’s/complainant’s confidential
commercial information, must be kept
confidential. Neither the information
nor the existence of the information
shall be disclosed to third parties,
except for: consultants or agents who
agree, in writing, to be bound by this
regulation; information which is
publicly available; information which,
after receipt, becomes publicly available
through no fault of the party seeking to
disclose the information after it has
become publicly available, or is
acquired from a third party free of any
restriction as to its disclosure. The
petitioner/complainant or carrier must
take all necessary steps to assure that
the information will be kept
confidential by its employees and
agents. No copies of the contract terms
or other confidential information are to
be retained by the parties not originally
privy to the data subsequent to the
termination of the proceeding.

(e) Contract review proceeding. If the
Board institutes a proceeding to review
the contract, the complainant’s case-in-
chief is due 9 days after the institution
of the proceeding, but no later than 39
days after the filing of the contract
summary. Replies are due 16 days after
the institution of the proceeding, but no
later than 46 days after the filing of the
contract summary.

[FR Doc. 96-33152 Filed 12—-27-96; 8:45 am]
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ACTION: Correction to a closure.

SUMMARY: This document contains a
correction to a closure (1.D. 110896C)
which was published Friday, November
15, 1996 (61 FR 58491).

EFFECTIVE DATE: 1200 hours, Alaska
local time (A.l.t.), November 9, 1996,
until 2400 hours, A.l.t., December 31,
1996.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Mary Furuness, 907-586-7228.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

The closure that is the subject of this
correction prohibited directed fishing
for Pacific cod by vessels using trawl
gear in the Bering Sea and Aleutian
Islands Management Area.

Need for Correction

As published, the closure contained
an incorrect effective date.

Correction of Publication

Accordingly, the publication on
November 15, 1996, of the closure (1.D.
110896C), which was the subject of FR
Doc. 96—-29246, is corrected as follows:

On page 58491, in the third column,

the EFFECTIVE DATE is corrected to read
as follows:

EFFECTIVE DATE: 1200 hours, Alaska
local time (A.l.t.), November 9, 1996,
until 2400 hours, A.l.t., December 31,
1996.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: December 23, 1996.
Gary Matlock,

Director, Office of Sustainable Fisheries,
National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 96-33179 Filed 12-27-96; 8:45 am]
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