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§ 1121.4 Procedures.

(a) Exemption proceedings are
informal, and public comments are
generally not sought during
consideration of exemption petition
proposals, except as provided in
§ 1121.4(c). However, the Board may
consider during its deliberation any
public comments filed in response to a
petition for exemption.

(b) If the Board determines that the
criteria in 49 U.S.C. 10502 are met for
the proposed exemption, it will issue
the exemption and publish a notice of
exemption in the Federal Register.

(c) If the impact of the proposed
exemption cannot be ascertained from
the information contained in the
petition or accompanying submissions,
or significant adverse impacts might
occur if the proposed exemption were
granted, or a class exemption is sought,
the Board will:

(1) Direct that additional information
be filed; or

(2) Publish a notice in the Federal
Register requesting public comments.

(d) Exemption petitions containing
proposals that are directly related to and
concurrently filed with a primary
application will be considered along
with that primary application.

(e) Unless otherwise specified in the
decision, an exemption generally will be
effective 30 days from the service date
of the decision granting the exemption.
Unless otherwise provided in the
decision, petitions to stay must be filed
within 10 days of the service date, and
petitions to reopen under 49 CFR part
1115 or 49 CFR 1152.25(e) must be filed
within 20 days of the service date.

(f) Petitions to revoke an exemption or
the notice of exemption may be filed at
any time. The person seeking revocation
has the burden of showing that the
revocation criteria of 49 U.S.C. 10502(d)
have been met.

(g) In abandonment exemptions,
petitions to revoke in part to impose
public use conditions under 49 CFR
1152.28, or to invoke the Trails Act, 16
U.S.C. 1247(d), may be filed at any time
prior to the consummation of the
abandonment, except that public use
conditions may not prohibit disposal of
the properties for any more than the
statutory limit of 180 days after the
effective date of the decision granting
the exemption.

[FR Doc. 96–25515 Filed 10–7–96; 8:45 am]
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Fisheries of the Caribbean, Gulf of
Mexico, and South Atlantic; Reef Fish
Fishery of the Gulf of Mexico; Closure
of the Commercial Red Snapper
Component

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.
ACTION: Closure.

SUMMARY: NMFS closes the commercial
fishery for red snapper in the exclusive
economic zone (EEZ) of the Gulf of
Mexico. NMFS has projected that the
annual commercial quota for red
snapper will be reached on October 6,
1996. This closure is necessary to
protect the red snapper resource.
EFFECTIVE DATE: Closure is effective
12:01 a.m., local time, October 7, 1996,
through December 31, 1996.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Robert Sadler, 813–570–5305.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The reef
fish fishery of the Gulf of Mexico is
managed under the Fishery
Management Plan for the Reef Fish
Resources of the Gulf of Mexico (FMP).
The FMP was prepared by the Gulf of
Mexico Fishery Management Council
and is implemented through regulations
at 50 CFR part 622 under the authority
of the Magnuson Fishery Conservation
and Management Act. Those regulations
set the commercial quota for red
snapper in the Gulf of Mexico at 4.65
million lb (2.11 million kg) for the
current fishing year, January 1 through
December 31, 1996.

Under 50 CFR 622.43(a), NMFS is
required to close the commercial fishery
for a species or species group when the
quota for that species or species group
is reached, or is projected to be reached,
by filing a notification to that effect with
the Office of the Federal Register. Based
on current statistics, NMFS has
projected that the commercial quota of
4.65 million lb (2.11 million kg) for red
snapper will be reached on October 6,
1996. Accordingly, the commercial
fishery in the EEZ in the Gulf of Mexico
for red snapper is closed effective 12:01
a.m., local time, October 7, 1996,
through December 31, 1996, the end of
the fishing year. The operator of a vessel
with a valid reef fish permit having red
snapper on board must land and sell

such red snapper prior to 12:01 a.m.,
local time, October 7, 1996.

During the closure, the bag limit
applies to all harvest of red snapper
from the EEZ in the Gulf of Mexico. The
daily bag limit for red snapper is five
per person. From 12:01 a.m., local time,
October 7, 1996, through December 31,
1996, the sale or purchase of red
snapper taken from the EEZ is
prohibited. This prohibition does not
apply to sale or purchase of red snapper
that were harvested, landed ashore, and
sold prior to 12:01 a.m., local time,
October 7, 1996, and were held in cold
storage by a dealer or processor.

Classification

This action is taken under 50 CFR
622.43(a) and is exempt from review
under E.O. 12866.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: October 2, 1996.
Bruce C. Morehead,
Acting Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.
[FR Doc. 96–25789 Filed 10–3–96; 4:20 pm]
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50 CFR Part 648

[Docket No. 951116270–5308–02; I.D.
100196A]

Fisheries of the Northeastern United
States; Summer Flounder Fishery;
Commercial Quota Harvested for New
Jersey

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.
ACTION: Commercial quota harvest.

SUMMARY: NMFS issues this notification
announcing that the summer flounder
commercial quota available to the State
of New Jersey has been harvested.
Vessels issued a commercial Federal
fisheries permit for the summer
flounder fishery may not land summer
flounder in New Jersey for the
remainder of calendar year 1996, unless
additional quota becomes available
through a transfer. Regulations
governing the summer flounder fishery
require publication of this notification
to advise the State of New Jersey that
the quota has been harvested and to
advise vessel and dealer permit holders
that no commercial quota is available
for landing summer flounder in that
state.
EFFECTIVE DATE: October 3, 1996 through
December 31, 1996.
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FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Regina Spallone, Fishery Policy
Analyst, 508–281–9221.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Regulations governing the summer
flounder fishery are found at 50 CFR
part 648. The regulations require annual
specification of a commercial quota that
is apportioned among the states from
North Carolina through Maine. The
process to set the annual commercial
quota and the percent allocated to each
state are described in § 648.100.
Amendment 7 to the FMP (November
24, 1995, 60 FR 57955) revised the
fishing mortality rate reduction
schedule for summer flounder, and the
revised schedule was the basis for
establishing the 1996 quota. The total
commercial quota for summer flounder
for the 1996 calendar year was adopted
to ensure achievement of the
appropriate fishing mortality rate of 0.41
for 1996, and is set equal to 11,111,298
lb (5,040,000 kg) (January 4, 1996, 61 FR
291). The percent allocated to vessels
landing summer flounder in New Jersey
is 16.724 percent or 1,858,363 lb
(842,939 kg).

Section 648.101(b) requires the
Regional Administrator, Northeast
Region, NMFS (Regional Administrator)
to monitor state commercial quotas and
to determine when a state commercial
quota is harvested. The Regional
Administrator is further required to
publish a notification in the Federal
Register advising a state and notifying
Federal vessel and dealer permit holders
that, effective upon a specific date, the
state’s commercial quota has been
harvested and no commercial quota is
available for landing summer flounder
in that state. Because the available
information indicates that New Jersey
has attained its quota for 1996, the
Regional Administrator has determined,
based on dealer reports and other
available information, that the State’s
commercial quota has been harvested.

The regulations at § 648.4(b) provide
that Federal permit holders agree as a
condition of the permit not to land
summer flounder in any state that the
Regional Administrator has determined
no longer has commercial quota

available. Therefore, effective 0001
hours October 3, 1996 further landings
of summer flounder in New Jersey by
vessels holding commercial Federal
fisheries permits are prohibited for the
remainder of the 1996 calendar year,
unless additional quota becomes
available through a transfer and is
announced in the Federal Register.
Federally permitted dealers are also
advised that they may not purchase
summer flounder from Federally
permitted vessels that land in New
Jersey for the remainder of the calendar
year, or until additional quota becomes
available, effective on October 3, 1996.

Classification
This action is required by 50 CFR part

648 and is exempt from review under
E.O. 12866.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: October 3, 1996.
Bruce Morehead,
Acting Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.
[FR Doc. 96–25792 Filed 10–3–96; 4:20 pm]
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50 CFR Part 679

[Docket No. 960129018–6018–01; I.D.
093096B]

Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic
Zone Off Alaska; Pollock in Statistical
Area 620

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.
ACTION: Modification of a closure.

SUMMARY: NMFS is opening directed
fishing for pollock in Statistical Area
620 of the Central Regulatory Area of
the Gulf of Alaska (GOA). This action is
necessary to fully utilize the total
allowable catch (TAC) of pollock in that
area.
EFFECTIVE DATE: 1200 hrs, Alaska local
time (A.l.t.), October 5, 1996, until 2400
hrs, A.l.t., December 31, 1996.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Thomas Pearson, 907–486-6919.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
groundfish fishery in the GOA exclusive
economic zone is managed by NMFS
according to the Fishery Management
Plan for Groundfish of the Gulf of
Alaska (FMP) prepared by the North
Pacific Fishery Management Council
under authority of the Magnuson
Fishery Conservation and Management
Act. Fishing by U.S. vessels is governed
by regulations implementing the FMP at
subpart H of 50 CFR part 600 and 50
CFR part 679.

In accordance with § 679.20 (c)(3)(ii),
the annual TAC for pollock in area 620
of the Central Regulatory Area of the
Gulf of Alaska was established by the
Final 1996 Harvest Specifications of
Groundfish (61 FR 4304, February 5,
1996) as 12,840 metric tons (mt). The
directed fishery for pollock in statistical
area 620 of the Central Regulatory Area
of the Gulf of Alaska was closed to
directed fishing under § 679.20
(d)(1)(iii) in order to reserve amounts
anticipated to be needed for incidental
catch in other fisheries (61 FR 50256,
September 30, 1996). NMFS has
determined that as of September 21,
1996, 1,993 mt remain in the directed
fishing allowance.

The Director, Alaska Region, NMFS,
has determined that the 1996 directed
fishing allowance of pollock in
Statistical Area 620 of the Central
Regulatory Area of the Gulf Alaska has
not been reached. Therefore, NMFS is
terminating the previous closure and is
opening directed fishing for pollock in
Statistical Area 620 of the Central
Regulatory Area of the Gulf of Alaska.

All other closures remain in full force
and effect.

Classification

This action is taken under § 679.20
and is exempt from review under E.O.
12866.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: October 3, 1996.
Bruce Morehead,
Acting Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.
[FR Doc. 96–25788 Filed 10–3–96; 4:20 pm]
BILLING CODE 3510–22–F
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