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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Submission for OMB Review;
Comment Request

August 30, 1996.

The Department of Agriculture has
submitted the following information
collection requirement(s) to OMB for
review and clearance under the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995,
Public Law 104–13. Comments
regarding these information collections
are best assured of having their full
effect if received within 30 days of this
notification. Comments should be
addressed to: Desk Officer For
Agriculture, Office of Information and
Regulatory Affairs, Office of
Management and Budget (OMB),
Washington, D.C. 20503 and to
Department Clearance Officer, USDA,
OCIO, Mail Stop 7602, Washington, D.C.
20250–7602. Copies of the
submission(s) may be obtained by
calling (202) 720–6204 or (202) 720–
6746.

Rural Business-Cooperative Service

Title: Survey—Cooperative
Coordination of Production and
Harvesting Decision.

Summary: The information will be
collected from cooperatives involved in
the production and marketing of fruits,
vegetables and specialty crops for the
purpose of determining to what extent
these cooperatives manage and
coordinate production practices and
harvesting schedules with member
growers.

Need and Use of the Information: The
objectives of this research study are to
determine the extent that fruit and
vegetable cooperatives coordinate
production and harvesting decisions,
examine the effects these practices have
on operating efficiency and
competitiveness and to identify
conditions and situations where
implementation of coordination

practices will have their greatest
economic impact.

Description of Respondents: Business
or other for-profit: Farms.

Number of Respondents: 210.
Frequency of Responses: Reporting:

Other, one-time.
Total Burden Hours: 210.

Rural Housing Service
Title: CFR 1944–J, Section 504 Rural

Housing Loans and Grants.
Summary: The objective of the

Section 504 loan/grant program is to
assist eligible, very low income, owner/
occupants repair single family homes
located in rural areas. Grants are only
available for repairs that remove health
or safety hazards.

Need and Use of the Information: The
information is used to verify program
eligibility requirements, to secure loan/
grant assistance and to ensure that the
program is administered in a manner
consistent with legislative and
administrative requirements.

Description of Respondents:
Individuals or households.

Number of Respondents: 20,997.
Frequency of Responses: Reporting:

On occasion.
Total Burden Hours: 1,679.

Agricultural Marketing Service
Title: Tart Cherries Grown in the

States of Michigan, New York,
Pennsylvania, Oregon, Utah,
Washington, Wisconsin, Marketing
Order No. 930.

Summary: Marketing Order No. 930
authorizes the regulation of tart cherries
for the purpose of providing orderly
marketing conditions and to improve
returns to growers.

Need and Use of the Information: The
information is needed to establish a
marketing order for tart cherries and
will be used to determine voter
eligibility and determine eligibility for
nomination to serve as producer and
handler members on the board.

Description of Respondents: Business
or other for profit; Farms.

Number of Respondents: 1,678
Frequency of Responses: Reporting:

On occasion.
Total Burden Hours: 373.

Food and Consumer Service
Title: Summer Food Service Program

Claim for Reimbursement
Summary: To fulfill requirements set

forth in the summer food service

program regulation issued by the
Secretary of Agriculture, the meal and
cost data must be collected on the FCS–
143 claim form.

Need and use of the Information: The
claim form is used to collect meal and
cost data from sponsors in order to
determine the reimbursement
entitlement for meals served and to
manage, plan, evaluate and account for
government resources.

Description of Respondents: Not for-
profit institutions.

Number of Respondents: 530.
Frequency of Responses:

Recordkeeping; Reporting: Other,
Summer.

Total Burden Hours: 1,193.

Food and Consumer Service
Title: Report of the Emergency Food

Assistance Program (TEFAP)
Administrative Costs

Summary: The common rule entitled
‘‘Uniform Administrative Requirements
for Grants and Cooperative Agreements
to State and local government’’ sets
forth financial reporting requirements
for State agencies administering
nonentitlement programs such as
TEFAP.

Need and Use of the Information: The
information is used to ensure that States
meet legislatively mandated
requirements and that States match all
Federal administrative funds that are
not passed down to local agencies.

Description of Respondents: State,
Local, or Tribal Government;
Individuals or households; Business or
other for-profit; Not-for-profit
institutions; Farms; Federal Government

Number of Respondents: 55.
Frequency of Responses: Reporting:

Quarterly.
Total Burden Hours: 963.

Foreign Agricultural Service
Title: Export Sales of U.S. Agricultural

Commodities—Addendum
Summary: The Agricultural Trade Act

of 1978 requires mandatory reporting by
all export sellers of selected U.S.
produced agricultural commodities. The
published data is an ‘‘early warning’’ of
sales activity and provides basis for
more informed decisions by producers,
exporters, futures market participants,
consumers and government.

Need and Use of the Information: The
export sales reporting system provides
commodity market participants with
information about commodity exports
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and is one means by which USDA seeks
to ensure fairness and soundness in
commodity marketing.

Description of Respondents: Business
or other for-profit.

Number of Respondents: 308.
Frequency of Responses:

Recordkeeping; Reporting: Weekly.
Total Burden Hours: 22,245.

Donald E. Hulcher,
Deputy Departmental Clearance Officer.
[FR Doc. 96–22785 Filed 9–5–96; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3410–01–M

COMMITTEE FOR PURCHASE FROM
PEOPLE WHO ARE BLIND OR
SEVERELY DISABLED

Procurement List Addition

AGENCY: Committee for Purchase From
People Who Are Blind or Severely
Disabled.
ACTION: Addition to the Procurement
List.

SUMMARY: This action adds to the
Procurement List a commodity to be
furnished by nonprofit agencies
employing persons who are blind or
have other severe disabilities.
EFFECTIVE DATE: October 7, 1996.
ADDRESSES: Committee for Purchase
From People Who Are Blind or Severely
Disabled, Crystal Square 3, Suite 403,
1735 Jefferson Davis Highway,
Arlington, Virginia 22202–3461.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Beverly Milkman (703) 603–7740.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: On April
26, 1996, the Committee for Purchase
From People Who Are Blind or Severely
Disabled published notice (61 FR 18571)
of proposed addition to the Procurement
List. Comments were received from the
current contractor for this aircraft safety
belt. The contractor indicated that its
business is exclusively in military
specification items, either as a
contractor for the Department of Defense
(DoD) or as a supplier to other DoD
contractors. The contractor claimed that
the Committee’s actions in the past have
generally served to injure or seriously
impede the progress of small
manufacturers like itself. The contractor
also claimed that the Committee’s
practice of taking items from a family of
similar products produced by small
manufacturers frustrates the investment
strategies which lead small businesses
to offer families of products because
they can use components
interchangeably to provide cost-effective
products at lower prices. The contractor
stated that the Committee’s actions in
adding aircraft safety belts to the

Procurement List in 1983 and 1987 have
cost the contractor millions of dollars in
sales volume. As a result, the contractor
considers the Committee’s program to
be its most significant competitor and
the most significant impediment the
contractor faces in its attempt to grow
from a small to a mid-size business.

It is true that there could be some cost
savings realized by a contractor by
purchasing larger quantities of
components. However, there is no
requirement for a contractor to pass
these savings to the Government in the
form of lower prices for the product
being procured. Moreover, the
contracting activity did not aggregate
the proposed item with other family
items in an effort to obtain lower prices.
Consequently, the Committee must
assume that the contracting activity
didn’t consider that purchasing the
items as a family would result in lower
prices. The nonprofit agency will be
requested to solicit quotations from the
commenter’s firm for the components
that the firm produces.

As the contractor noted in its
comments, the Committee’s primary
measure of impact of a Procurement List
addition on a current contractor is the
percentage of the contractor’s sales
which the addition represents. This
addition represents a very small
percentage of the contractor’s sales. In
addition, the Committee does look at the
impact of previous additions on a
contractor. However, the Committee
gives greater weight to the impact of
recent additions, and less to earlier
ones, particularly when the contractor’s
sales have increased since the addition
occurred. The reason for this approach
is that contractors usually recover from
Committee impacts, so earlier impacts
are not often a significant factor in the
total impact on a contractor of a new
addition to the Procurement List. In this
case, the contractor’s sales have
increased since the 1983 and 1987
additions and a 1991 addition of
another commodity where it was the
current contractor. Accordingly, the
Committee has determined that the
current addition of an aircraft safety belt
to the Procurement List will not have a
severe adverse impact on the current
contractor.

The Committee has interpreted the
contractor’s comments about the impact
of the Committee’s Javits-Wagner-O’Day
(JWOD) Program on small business
generally as a contention that the
Committee should not add to its
Procurement List commodities
manufactured by small businesses. The
Committee does not agree with this
contention. The great majority of
nonprofit agencies participating in the

JWOD Program are small organizations,
and their business capacities are similar
to those of small businesses. The
Committee would not be able to fulfill
its statutory mandate of creating jobs for
people who are blind or have other
severe disabilities through nonprofit
agencies if it could not add commodities
manufactured by small businesses to its
Procurement List. In addition, the JWOD
Program’s share of Federal contracts is
only a very small percentage of the size
of small businesses’ share of Federal
contracting. Consequently, small
businesses, including the contractor,
will not be significantly impeded by the
JWOD Program from competing for DoD
and other Federal contracts.

After consideration of the material
presented to it concerning capability of
qualified nonprofit agencies to provide
the commodity and impact of the
addition on the current or most recent
contractors, the Committee has
determined that the commodity listed
below are suitable for procurement by
the Federal Government under 41 U.S.C.
46–48c and 41 CFR 51–2.4.

I certify that the following action will
not have a significant impact on a
substantial number of small entities.
The major factors considered for this
certification were:

1. The action will not result in any
additional reporting, recordkeeping or
other compliance requirements for small
entities other than the small
organizations that will furnish the
commodity to the Government.

2. The action will not have a severe
economic impact on current contractors
for the commodity.

3. The action will result in
authorizing small entities to furnish the
commodity to the Government.

4. There are no known regulatory
alternatives which would accomplish
the objectives of the Javits-Wagner-
O’Day Act (41 U.S.C. 46–48c) in
connection with the commodity
proposed for addition to the
Procurement List.

Accordingly, the following
commodity is hereby added to the
Procurement List:
Belt, Aircraft Safety

1680–00–163–1570

This action does not affect current
contracts awarded prior to the effective
date of this addition or options that may
be exercised under those contracts.
Beverly L. Milkman,
Executive Director.
[FR Doc. 96–22776 Filed 9–5–96; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6353–01–M
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