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NUCLEAR WASTE TECHNICAL
REVIEW BOARD

Thermal Testing, Repository Advanced
Conceptual Design, Viability
Assessment, 1997 Activities, and the
Proposed EPA Standards for Yucca
Mountain (if Available); Board Meeting

Pursuant to its authority under
section 5051 of Public Law 100-203, the
Nuclear Waste Policy Amendments Act
of 1987, the Nuclear Waste Technical
Review Board will hold its fall meeting
on Wednesday and Thursday, October
9-10, 1996, in Arlington, Virginia. The
meeting will be held at the Days Inn
Crystal City, 2000 Jefferson Davis
Highway, Arlington, VA 22202; Tel
(703) 920-8600; Fax (703) 920-2840; the
nearest METRO station is Crystal City
on the Yellow/Blue Lines. To receive
the preferred rate, reservations must be
made by September 20, 1996. The
meeting is open to the public and will
begin at 8:30 a.m. both days.

On the first day, the Board will hear
updates on the Yucca Mountain
exploration and testing program, the
Yucca Mountain viability assessment,
and repository advanced conceptual
design. Presentations on the exploration
and testing program will place an
emphasis on the effects of different
thermal loads on underground geology
and hydrology. In looking at the
viability assessment, the Board has
asked how the assessment will be
affected by the scientific program,
repository design, and total system
performance assessment. Presentations
on the advanced conceptual design will
include supporting system studies. The
Board also has asked about the
Department of Energy’s planned
activities for fiscal year 1997.

The second day of the meeting is
tentatively scheduled for a review of the
proposed Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) standards (40 CFR Part
197) for the release of radionuclides
from a potential repository at Yucca
Mountain, Nevada, and their potential
impact on the Yucca Mountain site-
characterization program. If the
proposed standards are not available by
early September, the first day’s agenda
will be expanded into the second day.
The meeting will conclude with a
round-table discussion of issues raised
during the two days.

The Board has invited representatives
of the Department of Energy’s (DOE)
Office of Civilian Radioactive Waste
Management and its contractors to make
presentations on the issues.
Representatives from the EPA and the
Nuclear Regulatory Commission also
have been invited to offer their views on

the proposed EPA standards. Time has
been set aside for public comment and
questions on both days. To ensure that
everyone wishing to speak is provided
time to do so, the Board encourages
those who have comments to sign the
Public Comment Register, which will be
located at the registration table. A time
limit may have to be set on the length
of individual remarks; however, written
comments of any length may be
submitted for the record.

The Nuclear Waste Technical Review
Board was created by Congress in the
Nuclear Waste Policy Amendments Act
of 1987 to evaluate the technical and
scientific validity of activities
undertaken by the DOE in its program
to manage the disposal of the nation’s
spent nuclear fuel and defense high-
level waste. In the same legislation,
Congress directed the DOE to
characterize a site a Yucca Mountain,
Nevada, for its suitability as a potential
location for a permanent repository for
the disposal of that waste.

Transcripts of this meeting will be
available via e-mail, on computer disk,
or on a library-loan basis in paper
format from Davonya Barnes, Board
staff, beginning November 6, 1996. For
further information, contact Frank
Randall, External Affairs, 1100 Wilson
Boulevard, Suite 910, Arlington,
Virginia 22209; (Tel) 703—235-4473;
(Fax) 703-235-4495.

Dated: August 14, 1996.

William Barnard,

Executive Director, Nuclear Waste Technical
Review Board.

[FR Doc. 96-21145 Filed 8-19-96; 8:45 am]
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RAILROAD RETIREMENT BOARD

Proposed Data Collection Available for
Public Comment and
Recommendations

SUMMARY: In accordance with the
requirement of Section 3506(c)(2)(A) of
the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995
which provides opportunity for public
comment on new or revised data
collections, the Railroad Retirement
Board (RRB) will publish periodic
summaries of proposed data collections.
Comments are invited on: (a) Whether
the proposed information collection is
necessary for the proper performance of
the functions of the agency, including
whether the information has practical
utility; (b) the accuracy of the RRB’s
estimate of the burden of the collection
of the information; (c) ways to enhance
the quality, utility, and clarity of the
information to be collected; and (d)

ways to minimize the burden related to
the collection of information on
respondents, including the use of
automated collection techniques or
other forms of information technology.

Title and purpose of information
collection: Statement of Authority to Act
for Employee; OMB 3220-0034. Under
Section 5(a) of the Railroad
Unemployment Insurance Act (RUIA),
claims for benefits are to be made in
accordance with such regulations as the
Railroad Retirement Board (RRB) shall
prescribe. The provisions for claiming
sickness benefits as provided by Section
2 of the RUIA are prescribed in 20 CFR
355.2. Included in these provisions is
the RRB’s acceptance of forms executed
by someone else on behalf of an
employee if the RRB is satisfied that the
employee is sick or injured to the extent
of being unable to sign forms.

The RRB utilizes Form SI-10,
Statement of Authority to Act for
Employee, to provide the means for an
individual to apply for authority to act
on behalf of an incapacitated employee
and also to obtain the information
necessary to determine that the
delegation should be made. Part | of the
form is completed by the applicant for
the authority and Part Il is completed by
the employee’s doctor. One response is
requested of each respondent.
Completion is required to obtain
benefits.

The RRB proposes various minor
editorial revisions to Form SI-10 which
include the insertion of language
required by the Paperwork Reduction
Act of 1995.

The estimated annual respondent
burden is as follows:

ESTIMATE OF ANNUAL RESPONDENT

BURDEN
Annual )
Form no. re- (Tr;]rpne) szhrg?n
sponses
SI-10 ... 400 6 40

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION OR COMMENTS:
To request more information or to
obtain a copy of the information
collection justification, forms, and/or
supporting material, please call the RRB
Clearance Officer at (312) 751-3363.
Comments regarding the information
collection should be addressed to
Ronald J. Hodapp, Railroad Retirement
Board, 844 N. Rush Street, Chicago,
Ilinois 60611-2092. Written comments
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