
39466 Federal Register / Vol. 61, No. 146 / Monday, July 29, 1996 / Notices

Ms. Jennifer Fox at 703–648–5514.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The intent
of the standard is to move toward a
system that allows communication
about wetlands and their features in a
National context. Doing so enhances the
ability of all agencies and individuals to
interpolate and extrapolate wetland
resource data, wetland loss and gain
data, and restoration efforts in the same
semantic and ecological context.
Adoption of the standard will not
change the current status of National
Wetlands Inventory maps produced by
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.
Adoption of the standard will not affect
wetland regulatory efforts undertaken
by any Federal, State, or local unit of
government. The next action is for the
Wetlands Subcommittee to submit the
standard to the FGDC Coordination
Group and the FGDC Steering
Committee.

Dated: July 19, 1996.
Richard E. Witmer,
Acting Chief, National Mapping Division.
[FR Doc. 96–19121 Filed 7–26–96; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4310–31–M

Bureau of Land Management

[AK–962–1410–00–P; F–72914]

Alaska; Alaska Native Claims Selection

In accordance with Departmental
regulation 43 CFR 2650.7(d), notice is
hereby given that a decision to issue
conveyance under the provisions of Sec.
14(h)(8) of the Alaska Native Claims
Settlement Act of December 18, 1971, 43
U.S.C. 1601, 1613(h)(8), and Sec.
1424(c) of the Alaska National Interest
Lands Conservation Act of December 2,
1980, 43 U.S.C. 1613, will be issued to
Bering Straits Native Corporation for
5,749.68 acres. The lands involved are
in the vicinity of Brevig Mission,
Alaska, and are within T. 1 N., R. 40 W.,
Kateel River Meridian, Alaska.

A notice of the decision will be
published once a week, for four (4)
consecutive weeks, in the Anchorage
Daily News. Copies of the decision may
be obtained by contacting the Alaska
State Office of the Bureau of Land
Management, 222 West Seventh
Avenue, #13, Anchorage, Alaska 99513–
7599 ((907) 271–5960).

Any party claiming a property interest
which is adversely affected by the
decision, an agency of the Federal
government or regional corporation,
shall have until August 28, 1996 to file
an appeal. However, parties receiving
service by certified mail shall have 30
days from the date of receipt to file an
appeal. Appeals must be filed in the

Bureau of Land Management at the
address identified above, where the
requirements for filing an appeal may be
obtained. Parties who do not file an
appeal in accordance with the
requirements of 43 CFR Part 4, Subpart
E, shall be deemed to have waived their
rights.
Heather A. Coats,
Land Law Examiner, ANCSA Team, Branch
of 962 Adjudication.
[FR Doc. 96–19152 Filed 7–26–96; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4310–$$–M

[AK–962–1410–00–P; F–72907]

Alaska; Alaska Native Claims Selection

In accordance with Departmental
regulation 43 CFR 2650.7(d), notice is
hereby given that a decision to issue
conveyance under the provisions of Sec.
14(h)(8) of the Alaska Native Claims
Settlement Act of December 18, 1971, 43
U.S.C. 1601, 1613(h)(8), and Sec.
1424(c) of the Alaska National Interest
Lands Conservation Act of December 2,
1980, 43 U.S.C. 1613, will be issued to
Bering Straits Native Corporation for
approximately 5,715.33 acres. The lands
involved are in the vicinity of
Shishmaref, Alaska, and are within T. 6
N., R. 36 W., Kateel River Meridian,
Alaska.

A notice of the decision will be
published once a week, for four (4)
consecutive weeks, in the Anchorage
Daily News. Copies of the decision may
be obtained by contacting the Alaska
State Office of the Bureau of Land
Management, 222 West Seventh
Avenue, #13, Anchorage, Alaska 99513–
7599 ((907) 271–5960).

Any party claiming a property interest
which is adversely affected by the
decision, an agency of the Federal
government or regional corporation,
shall have until August 28, 1996 to file
an appeal. However, parties receiving
service by certified mail shall have 30
days from the date of receipt to file an
appeal. Appeals must be filed in the
Bureau of Land Management at the
address identified above, where the
requirements for filing an appeal may be
obtained. Parties who do not file an
appeal in accordance with the
requirements of 43 CFR Part 4, Subpart
E, shall be deemed to have waived their
rights.
Heather A. Coats,
Land Law Examiner, ANCSA Team, Branch
of 962 Adjudication.
[FR Doc. 96–19153 Filed 7–26–96; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4310–$$–P

[WY–040–96–1310–01]

Notice of Intent To Conduct Public
Scoping and To Prepare an
Environmental Impact Statement

SUMMARY: The Bureau of Land
Management (BLM) will conduct public
scoping and prepare an Environmental
Impact Statement (EIS) for McMurry Oil
Company’s and Snyder Oil
Corporation’s (Companies) proposal to
drill approximately 300 natural gas
wells within and north of the existing
Jonah Prospect Natural Gas Field in
Sublette County, Wyoming. The Jonah
Field II Natural Gas Development
Project (Project) area encompasses
63,000 acres in Townships 28 and 29
North, Ranges 107, 108, and 109 West,
6th Principal Meridian. The Companies
propose to drill between 150 and 450
wells on an 80-acre spacing over a 10
year period beginning in 1997.

Lands within the project area are
primarily public lands administered by
BLM. Four sections of land owned by
the State of Wyoming (two split-estate
sections with state minerals and Federal
surface) and one section of private
surface and Federal minerals are within
the project area. These lands are used
primarily for livestock grazing, wildlife
habitat, watershed, and natural gas
production.
DATES: A public scoping notice was
distributed July 12, 1996. Responses and
comments will be accepted through
August 23, 1996. A public tour of the
project area is scheduled for the
afternoon of July 29, 1996. A public
scoping meeting will be held at 7:00
p.m., July 29, 1996, at the Best Western
Motel, 864 West Pine Street, Pinedale,
Wyoming.
ADDRESSES: Send all scoping comments
to: Leslie Theiss, Area Manager,
Pinedale Resource Area, P.O. Box 768,
Pinedale, Wyoming 82041.

Additional information about
attending the tour, the public meeting,
or to receive a copy of the scoping
notice for the Project may be obtained
from the following offices:
BLM, Pinedale Resource Area, 132 Mill

Street, P.O. Box 768, Pinedale,
Wyoming 82041. Phone number 307–
367–4358.

BLM, Rock Springs District Office, 280
Highway 191 North, Rock Springs,
Wyoming 82901. Phone number 307–
382–5350.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Tom
Curry, Pinedale Resource Area or Teri
Deakins, Rock Springs District Office.
SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION: The
purpose of the project is to expand
natural gas recovery from the Jonah
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Field area, allowing the Companies to
provide natural gas to pipeline
companies distributing and supplying
natural gas to consumers. The Jonah
Field currently has 17 producing wells.
The existing wells, plus the additional
wells, could result in development of
between 150 and 450 natural gas wells
within the Jonah Field II area with 300
wells the most likely development
scenario. However, the level and rate of
additional drilling and development
will be contingent upon natural gas
prices and delineation of the producing
formation. Facilities at each new well
site will include an individual
separator, a dehydrator, and production
units. Associated facilities will include
access roads, a 3 to 4 inch diameter
buried natural gas gathering system,
replacement of existing 8 inch natural
gas transmission pipeline with a 12 inch
pipeline, and expansion of the natural
gas powered compressor station.

An environmental assessment was
prepared on natural gas development
within the Jonah Prospect Field in 1994.
The decision concluded that a certain
level of development could be
authorized without resulting in
significant impact to the human
environment. Additional delineation
wells may be approved during
preparation of the EIS so long as it
remains within the scope of the existing
environmental analysis and BLM policy
on drilling exploration and delineation
wells. Land and resource management
issues and concerns associated with the
construction of roads, well pads, and
pipelines; the drilling and completion of
wells, and the operation and
maintenance of a producing natural gas
field that will be analyzed in the EIS
include:

• No surface occupancy within 1/2
mile of a ferruginous hawk nest.

• Potential impacts to nesting raptors.
• Threatened/Endangered/Candidate

species (plant and animal).
• Potential impacts of sage grouse

breeding, nesting, and winter range
habitat.

• Potential impacts to Sublette
antelope herd migration.

• Revegetation and restoration of
short-term disturbances and long-term
stabilization, and control of noxious
weeds.

• Potential conflicts with livestock
and range improvements.

• Potential impacts on cultural
resources (prehistoric and historic
resources).

• Increase drilling related traffic on
Federal and State highways and
increased public access to the area.

• Social and economic affects to the
local communities (increased Federal,
State, and local revenues).

• Potential impacts to surface and
groundwater resources.

• Air quality and potential impacts to
nearby Wilderness Areas.

• Potential impacts on wetlands and/
or riparian areas.

• Potential impacts on paleontology.
• Hazardous substances.
• Potential impacts to wildlife habitat

and fish habitat (Colorado River water
depletions, if applicable).

• Human and domestic animal safety.
• Potential impacts to State Priority

One bird and mammals.
• Cumulative impacts—from the

company’s proposal added to other
energy-related activities that are on-
going or planned in the vicinity of the
Jonah Field II.

• Split-estate concerns.

Dated: July 23, 1996.
Alan R. Pierson,
State Director.
[FR Doc. 96–19148 Filed 7–26–96; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4310–84–P

[AK–020–1220–04–P]

Recreation Fee Collection at Fortymile
Management Area Bureau of Land
Management (BLM) Developed
Campgrounds

The Bureau of Land Management
(BLM) will begin fee collection at the
following campgrounds during the
summer of 1996 (on or about 1 August):

Eagle Campground, Mile 162, Taylor
Highway (Eagle, AK)

Walker Fork Campground, Mile 82,
Taylor Highway

West Fork Campground, Mile 49, Taylor
Highway.

Fees at all of the sites are $6.00 per
night, with golden age passport half-
price.

Direct questions and responses to: Jeff
Roach, Fortymile Management Area,
Bureau of Land Management, PO Box
309, Tok, Alaska 99780–0309, Tel: (907)
883–5121.

Dated: July 12, 1996.
Robert C. Burritt,
Team Lead, Fortymile Management Area.
[FR Doc. 96–19147 Filed 7–26–96; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4310–84–P

[AZ–050–06–1220–00–1610–00]

Arizona: Intent to Prepare a Resource
Management Plan Amendment (Yuma
Desert) and Environmental
Assessment

AGENCY: Bureau of Land Management,
Interior.
ACTION: Notice of Intent to Prepare a
Resource Management Plan
Amendment/Environmental Assessment
and Invitation to Participate in the
Identification of Issues; Yuma District,
AZ.

SUMMARY: The Bureau of Land
Management, Yuma District (BLM), is
preparing an Amendment/
Environmental Assessment to the Yuma
District and Lower Gila South
(Goldwater Amendment) Resource
Management Plans (RMP). The
Goldwater Amendment established the
84,500-acre Yuma Desert and Sand
Dunes Habitat Management Area and
the 25,500-acre Gran Desierto Dunes
Area of Critical Environmental Concern
(ACEC), emphasizing protection and
enhancement of flat-tailed horned lizard
habitat and a unique dune system. The
proposed Amendment would expand
these boundaries to form the Yuma
Desert Management Area, modify and
expand management prescriptions
throughout the management area,
designate a utility corridor between
Interstate 8 and the Southerly
International Boundary, and establish a
mitigation and compensation policy
within flat-tailed horned lizard habitat
in Yuma District.
DATES: Written comments related to the
identification of issues will be accepted
until August 28, 1996. Due to the
noncontroversial nature of the proposal,
no public meetings are scheduled.
ADDRESSES: Send comments to: Bureau
of Land Management, Yuma District
Office, Attention: Brenda Smith, 2555
East Gila Ridge Road, Yuma, Arizona
85365.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Brenda Smith, Renewable Resources
Advisor, Yuma District Office, Yuma,
Arizona. Telephone (520) 317–3216.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: BLM has
been working with U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service (FWS) and several
other agencies to develop a conservation
agreement to alleviate threats to the flat-
tailed horned lizard (Phrynosoma
mcallii), a species proposed for listing
as threatened under the Endangered
Species Act. As part of the management
strategy for this species, these agencies
have proposed establishing a
management area for the flat-tailed
horned lizard in the Yuma Desert, Yuma
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