
34461Federal Register / Vol. 61, No. 128 / Tuesday, July 2, 1996 / Notices

photocopied between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m.,
Monday through Friday, at the above
address.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Terry Goss at (202) 268–3757.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: There are
approximately 1.5 million postage
meters in use in the United States which
collectively account for approximately
$20 billion in postal revenue annually.
The manufacture and use of postage
meters is governed by Postal Service
regulations (see 39 CFR Part 501;
Domestic Mail Manual P030). For
several years USPS has been actively
proposing a solution of the problem of
inadequate postage meter security. To
respond to the threat of fraudulent use
of meters by physical tampering, USPS
intends to decertify and remove from
the market, in risk-driven phases, all
postage meters using mechanical
registers. Another problem USPS has
faced is that currently available meter
indicia are susceptible to counterfeiting.
The Postal Service is exploring using
current technology special purpose
units such as computers and
independent printers to provide prepaid
postage.

The Information Based Indicia
Program (IBIP) is a Postal Service
initiative supporting the development
and implementation of a new form of
postage indicia. This IBIP specification
is intended to address the counterfeiting
threat. USPS envisions that the new
indicium standard may eventually
support new or existing products and
services. Specific products and services
have not been determined. An ‘‘IBIP
indicium’’ substitutes for a postage
stamp or a postage meter imprint as
evidence of the fact that postage has
been paid on mailpieces. An ‘‘IBIP
Postal Secure Device’’ provides
cryptographic signature, financial
accounting, indicium creation, device
authorization, and audit functions.

The goal for IBIP is to provide an
environment in which customers can
apply postage through new technologies
that improve postal revenue security.
The IBIP indicia is expected eventually
to replace all metered postage imprints
that rely on letter press printing
technology. This requires a new form of
postage indicia and the adoption of
standards to facilitate industry
investment and product development.

The Postal Security Device will
provide security services to support the
creation of the new ‘‘IBIP indicium.’’
The PSD provides security-critical
functions for IBIP customers. The PSD
will be a hardware component for use
with either a computer-based or postage
meter-based host system. Each PSD will

be a unique security device. The PSD
core security functions are
cryptographic digital signature
generation and verification, and the
secure management of the registers that
track the remaining amount of money
available for indicium creation ( i.e.,
descending register) and the total
postage value used by the PSD ( i.e.,
ascending register). The PSD will be a
tamper-resistant device that may
contain an internal random number
generator, various storage registers, a
date/time clock, and other circuits
necessary to perform these functions.
The PSD will comply with Federal
Information Processing Standard (FIPS)
140–1 and will be validated through the
National Institute of Standards and
Technology (NIST) Computer Systems
Laboratory’s Cryptographic Module
Validation Program.

It is emphasized that this proposed
standard is being published for
comments and is subject to final
definition. In particular, evaluation of
alternative digital signing, printing
standards, and symbology is continuing.

Although exempt from the notice and
comment requirements of the
Administrative Procedure Act (5 U.S.C.
553 (b), (c)) regarding proposed
rulemaking by 39 U.S.C. 410 (a), the
Postal Service invites public comments
on the proposed specifications.
Stanley F. Mires,
Chief Counsel, Legislative.
[FR Doc. 96–15778 Filed 7–1–96; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 7710–12–P

PRESIDENTIAL ADVISORY
COMMITTEE ON GULF WAR
VETERANS’ ILLNESSES

Meeting

AGENCY: Presidential Advisory
Committee on Gulf War Veterans’
Illnesses.
ACTION: Notice of open meeting.

SUMMARY: This notice is hereby given to
announce an open meeting of a panel of
the Presidential Advisory Committee on
Gulf War Veterans’ Illnesses. The panel
will discuss the biology and psychology
of stress and will receive comment from
members of the public. Dr. David A.
Hamburg will chair this panel meeting.
DATES: July 23, 1996, 9:00 a.m.–4:00
p.m.
PLACE: Omni Netherland Plaza, 35 W.
Fifth Street, Cincinnati, OH 45202.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
President established the Presidential
Advisory Committee on Gulf War
Veterans’ Illnesses by Executive Order

12961, May 26, 1995. The purpose of
this Advisory Committee is to review
and provide recommendations on the
full range of government activities
associated with Gulf War veterans’
illnesses. The Advisory Committee
reports to the President through the
Secretary of Defense, the Secretary of
Health and Human Services, and the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs. Advisory
Committee members have expertise
relevant to the functions of the
Committee and are appointed by the
President from non-Federal sectors.

Tentative Agenda

Tuesday, July 23, 1996

9:00 a.m. Call to order and opening
remarks

9:10 a.m. Public comment
10:50 a.m. Break
11:10 a.m. Biology and psychology of

stress: general overview
12:15 p.m. Lunch
1:30 p.m. Stress-related findings of the

Department of Defense’s
Comprehensive Clinical Evaluation
Program

2:00 p.m. Stress-related findings of the
Department of Veterans Affairs’
Persian Gulf Health Registry

2:30 p.m. Break
2:45 p.m. Risk factors and protective

factors associated with differential
outcomes in a cohort of Gulf War
veterans

3:15 p.m. U.S. Army’s Human
Dimensions Research Program

3:40 p.m. Committee and staff
discussion

4:00 p.m. Adjourn
A final agenda will be available at the

meeting.

Public Participation
The meeting is open to the public.

Members of the public who wish to
make oral statements should contact the
Advisory Committee at the address or
telephone number listed below at least
five business days prior to the meeting.
Reasonable provisions will be made to
include on the agenda presentations
from individuals who have not yet had
an opportunity to address the Advisory
Committee. Priority will be given to
Gulf War veterans and their families.
The panel chair is empowered to
conduct the meeting in a fashion that
will facilitate the orderly conduct of
business. People who wish to file
written statements with the Advisory
Committee may do so at any time.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Michael E. Kowalok, Presidential
Advisory Committee on Gulf War
Veterans’ Illnesses, 1411 K Street, N.W.,
suite 1000, Washington, DC 20005–
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1 The Commission notes that NASDAQ/NMS
securities are now known as Nasdaq/NM securities
and, therefore, requests that the Exchange submit a
rule proposal that amends all appropriate Exchange
Rules and Interpretations to reflect this new
terminology.

2 Securities Exchange Act Release No. 24424 (May
4, 1987), 52 FR 17868 (May 12, 1987) (order
approving File No. SR–MSE–87–2 (the ‘‘NM
Order’’)).

3 Under the BEST Rule, a CHX specialist is
required to guarantee the execution of certain
agency market orders, up to the lesser of the size
associated with the national best bid or offer or
2099 shares, at the national best bid or offer, as the
case may be, even if the specialist is not quoting
at that price.

4 According to the Exchange, Dual Trading
System Issues are issues that are traded on the CHX
and listed on either the New York Stock Exchange
or American Stock Exchange. Telephone
conversation on June 5, 1996 between David T.
Rusoff, Attorney, Foley & Lardner, and George A.
Villasana, Attorney, Division of Market Regulation,
SEC.

3404, Telephone: (202) 761–0066, Fax:
(202) 761–0310.

Dated: June 26, 1996.
C.A. Bock,
Federal Register Liaison Officer, Presidential
Advisory Committee on Gulf War Veterans’
Illnesses.
[FR Doc. 96–16757 Filed 7–1–96; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3610–76–M

SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE
COMMISSION

Issuer Delisting; Notice of Application
To Withdraw From Listing and
Registration: (The MacNeal-
Schwendler Corporation, Common
Stock, $.01 Par Value, Convertible
Subordinated Debentures Due 2004,
and Common Stock Purchase Rights)
File No. 1–8722

June 26, 1996.
The MacNeal-Schwendler

Corporation’s (‘‘Company’’) has filed an
application with the Securities and
Exchange Commission (‘‘Commission’’),
pursuant to Section 12(d) of the
Securities Exchange Act of 1934 (‘‘Act’’)
and Rule 12d2–2(d) promulgated
thereunder, to withdraw the above
specified securities (‘‘Securities’’) from
listing and registration on the American
Stock Exchange, Inc. (‘‘Amex’’).

The reasons alleged in the application
for withdrawing the Securities from
listing and registration include the
following:

According to the Company, in making
the decision to withdraw its Common
Stock, Debentures and Common Stock
Purchase Rights from listing on the
Amex, the Company considered the
direct and indirect costs and expenses
attendant on maintaining the dual
listing of its Common Stock, Debentures
and Common Stock Purchase Rights on
the NYSE and the Amex. The Company
does not see any particular advantage in
the dual trading of its securities and
believes that dual listing would
fragment the market for its securities.

Any interested person may, on or
before July 18, 1996 submit by letter to
the Secretary of the Securities and
Exchange Commission, 450 Fifth Street,
N.W., Washington, D.C. 20549, facts
bearing upon whether the application
has been made in accordance with the
rules of the exchanges and what terms,
if any, should be imposed by the
Commission for the protection of
investors. The Commission, based on
the information submitted to it, will
issue an order granting the application
after the date mentioned above, unless
the Commission determines to order a
hearing on the matter.

For the Commission, by the Division of
Market Regulation, pursuant to delegated
authority.
Jonathan G. Katz
Secretary.
[FR Doc. 96–16771 Filed 7–1–96; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 8010–01–M

[Release No. 34–37369; File No. SR–CHX–
96–16]

Self-Regulatory Organizations; Notice
of Filing of Proposed Rule Change by
the Chicago Stock Exchange,
Incorporated Relating to the Trading of
Nasdaq/NM Securities on the CHX

June 25, 1996.
Pursuant to Section 19(b)(1) of the

Securities Exchange Act of 1934
(‘‘Act’’), 15 U.S.C. 78s(b)(1), notice is
hereby given that on June 14, 1996, the
Chicago Stock Exchange, Incorporated
(‘‘CHX’’ or ‘‘Exchange’’) filed with the
Securities and Exchange Commission
(‘‘Commission’’) the proposed rule
change as described in Items I, II, and
III below, which Items have been
prepared by the self-regulatory
organization. The Commission is
publishing this notice to solicit
comments on the proposed rule change
from interested persons.

I. Self-Regulatory Organization’s
Statement of the Terms of Substance of
the Proposed Rule Change

The Exchange proposes to amend
Article XX, Rule 37 and Article XX,
Rule 43 relating to the trading of Nasdaq
National Market (‘‘Nasdaq/NM’’)
securities (previously known as
NASDAQ/NMS securities)1 on the
Exchange.

The text of the proposed rule change
is available at the Office of the
Secretary, the CHX, and at the
Commission.

II. Self-Regulatory Organization’s
Statement of the Purpose of, and
Statutory Basis for, the Proposed Rule
Change

In its filing with the Commission, the
self-regulatory organization included
statements concerning the purpose of
and basis for the proposed rule change
and discussed any comments it received
on the proposed rule change. The text
of these statements may be examined at
the places specified in Item IV below.
The self-regulatory organization has
prepared summaries, set forth in

Sections A, B, and C below, of the most
significant aspects of such statements.

A. Self-Regulatory Organization’s
Statement of the Purpose of, and
Statutory Basis for, the Proposed Rule
Change

1. Purpose
On May 4, 1987, the Commission

approved certain Exchange rules and
procedures relating to the trading of
Nasdaq/NM securities on the
Exchange.2 Among other things, these
rules made the Exchange’s BEST Rule
(Article XX, Rule 37(a)) guarantee
applicable to Nasdaq/NM securities and
made Nasdaq/NM securities eligible for
the automatic execution feature of MAX.
Under the BEST Rule, agency market
orders in Nasdaq/NM securities are
guaranteed executions 3 in substantially
the same manner as Dual Trading
System Issues 4 and under the MAX
rules, market orders in Nasdaq/NM
securities are automatically executed in
substantially the same manner as Dual
Trading System Issues.

As the CHX contemplates expanding
its Nasdaq/NM securities program, it is
apparent that the continuing lack of an
appropriate trade-through rule and
appropriate intermarket linkages in the
over-the-counter market make it
inappropriate at this time for the
Exchange to continue to require
automated execution at the National
Best Bid and Offer (‘‘NBBO’’) for orders
where the CHX specialist is not in fact
quoting at the NBBO.

The purpose of the proposed rule
change is to change the automatic
execution feature of the Exchange’s
MAX System (see Article XX, Rule
37(b)) and to alter the application for the
Exchange’s BEST Rule (Article XX, Rule
37(a)) for Nasdaq/NM securities.

MAX Parameters
One proposed change to the MAX

rules relates to the auto-execution and
auto-acceptance parameters for Nasdaq/
NM securities. Currently, the MAX rules
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