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§228.48 Modifications to Letters of
Authorization.

(a) In addition to complying with the
provisions of §228.6, except as
provided in paragraph (b) of this
section, no substantive modification,
including withdrawal or suspension, to
the Letter of Authorization issued
pursuant to § 228.6 and subject to the
provisions of this subpart shall be made
until after notice and an opportunity for
public comment. For purposes of this
paragraph, renewal of a Letter of
Authorization under §228.47, without
modification, is not considered a
substantive modification.

(b) If the Assistant Administrator
determines that an emergency exists
that poses a significant risk to the well-
being of the species or stocks of marine
mammals specified in § 228.41(b), the
Letter of Authorization issued pursuant
to §228.6, or renewed pursuant to this
section may be substantively modified
without prior notice and an opportunity
for public comment. A notice will be
published in the Federal Register
subsequent to the action.

[FR Doc. 95-25196 Filed 10-11-95; 8:45 am)]
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Groundfish of the Bering Sea and
Aleutian Islands Area; Yellowfin Sole
in the Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands
Management Area

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Closure.

SUMMARY: NMFS is closing the directed
fishery for yellowfin sole by vessels
using trawl gear in the Bering Sea and
Aleutian Islands management area
(BSAI). This action is necessary to
prevent exceeding the second seasonal
bycatch allowance of Pacific halibut
apportioned to the trawl yellowfin sole
fishery category in the BSAL.

EFFECTIVE DATE: 12 noon, Alaska local
time (A.l.t.), October 8, 1995, until 12
midnight, A.l.t., December 31, 1995.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Mary Furuness, 907-586-7228.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
groundfish fishery in the BSAI exclusive
economic zone is managed by NMFS
according to the Fishery Management
Plan for the Groundfish Fishery of the
Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands Area
(FMP) prepared by the North Pacific
Fishery Management Council under
authority of the Magnuson Fishery
Conservation and Management Act.

Fishing by U.S. vessels is governed by
regulations implementing the FMP at 50
CFR parts 620 and 675.

The second seasonal bycatch
allowance of Pacific halibut for the
BSAI trawl yellowfin sole fishery,
which is defined at
§675.21(b)(1)(iii)(B)(1), was established
as 470 metric tons (mt) by the Final
1995 Harvest Specifications of
Groundfish (60 FR 8479, February 14,
1995).

The Director, Alaska Region, NMFS,
has determined, in accordance with
§675.21(c)(1)(iii), that the second
seasonal bycatch allowance of Pacific
halibut apportioned to the trawl
yellowfin sole fishery in the BSAI has
been caught. Therefore, NMFS is
prohibiting directed fishing for
yellowfin sole by vessels using trawl
gear in the BSAI.

Maximum retainable bycatch amounts
for applicable gear types may be found
in the regulations at 8 675.20(h).

Classification

This action is taken under 50 CFR
675.20 and is exempt from review under
E.O. 12866.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: October 6, 1995.
Richard W. Surdi,
Acting Director, Office of Fisheries
Conservation and Management, National
Marine Fisheries Service.
[FR Doc. 95-25275 Filed 10-6-95; 3:36 pm]
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