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[The President's remarks were joined in progress.] 

The President. It's dangerous, and it's dirty, and it's got graffiti, and it's got broken marble all 
over the place and roads that have—are desperately in need of new roads, which we're going to 
do, and medians that are falling down. You know, the median in between the roads is falling 
down, and metal—that metal crap that, as soon as you put it up, it seems to warp or something 
happens, because it can't be hit by that many cars and trucks. But I don't know if you ever 
noticed. 

And I always said, whoever did that—because it's all over the country, for years—with the 
little curve—right, Laura?—you know what I'm talking about? The great Laura Ingraham. We've 
got a lot of power on this Board. [Laughter] 

But this stuff is such garbage, and yet it's been selling for 30 years. I said, "Somebody has 
made a fortune." You get—they get every highway, and it's always bad, but here it's really bad 
because it's old and bad, and it looks terrible. 

When we had the head of China coming in—the top people right underneath President Xi, 
and he'll be coming at—in the not-too-distant future. When we had India last week. We had 
France last week. And we had a lot of people. We had Ireland. We had U.K. And they come in, 
and I say, "How's it looking?" They say, "Oh, it's—looks much better." You know, that's great. 
But it looked very good when we had it, but I'd like it to look beyond that. 

So we're going to spend a lot of effort, a lot of money on crime, and we're going to spend it 
on fixing up. We don't want graffities on the beautiful white statuary marble, and we want to have 
our roads good and everything else. We'll be able to do that easily. 

And this is a part of it. I mean, Kennedy Center is a very big part of it. And you can't have 
this looking like it does. 

I'm so surprised because, you know, I know the person who was in charge of it, and he's a 
good man. I never realized this was in such bad shape. I've been so busy, I haven't been able to be 
here in a long time. And I shouldn't be, with what I'm doing. But I thought it was important, 
because I've been hearing reports, and I thought it was very important to make this good. 

It's a very big part of the fabric of Washington, DC, and we're going to make our capital 
great again, just like we're going to make our country great again. 

April 2 is liberation day for our country, because we're going to finally be taking in money. 
We're already doing it—a lot of money. As you know, we put down some early tariffs on people 
and countries that were not treating us well. And that's both friend and foe, you know? 

[At this point, reporters exited, and the meeting continued; no transcript was provided.] 

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:17 p.m. In his remarks, he referred to Laura Ingraham, host, Fox 
News's "The Ingraham Angle" program, in her capacity as a member of the Board of Trustees for 
the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts; and David M. Rubenstein, former Chairman 
of the Board of Trustees, John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts. The transcript was 
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released by the Office of Communications on March 18. A portion of these remarks could not be 
verified because the audio was incomplete. 

Categories: Addresses and Remarks : John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts, Board of 
Trustees meeting. 

Locations: Washington, DC. 

Names: Ingraham, Laura; Rubenstein, David M.; Xi Jinping. 

Subjects: China, President; John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts; Tariffs. 

DCPD Number: DCPD202500367. 


		Superintendent of Documents
	2026-04-09T18:45:20-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




