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Administration of Joseph R. Biden, Jr., 2022 

Message to the Congress on Bolstering Efforts To Bring Hostages and Wrongfully 
Detained United States Nationals Home 
July 19, 2022 

To the Congress of the United States: 

Pursuant to the International Emergency Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.), I 
hereby report that I have issued an Executive Order declaring a national emergency with respect 
to hostage-taking and the wrongful detention of United States nationals. 

Hostage-taking and the wrongful detention of United States nationals are heinous acts that 
undermine the rule of law. Terrorist organizations, criminal groups, and other malicious actors 
who take hostages for financial, political, or other gain—as well as foreign states that engage in 
the practice of wrongful detention, including for political leverage or to seek concessions from 
the United States—threaten the integrity of the international political system and the safety of 
United States nationals and other persons abroad. I have determined that hostage-taking and the 
wrongful detention of United States nationals abroad constitute an unusual and extraordinary 
threat to the national security, foreign policy, and economy of the United States. 

I am enclosing a copy of the Executive Order I have issued. 

JOSEPH R. BIDEN JR. 
The White House, 
July 19, 2022. 

NOTE: An original was not available for verification of the content of this message. 

Categories: Communications to Congress : Hostages and wrongfully detained U.S. nationals, 
efforts to bring home, message. 

Subjects: Foreign policy, U.S. : Hostages and U.S. nationals, repatriation efforts; Law 
enforcement and crime : Transnational criminal organizations; Terrorism : Global threat. 

DCPD Number: DCPD202200643. 


		Superintendent of Documents
	2026-04-10T06:50:51-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




