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Joint Statement by President Barack Obama, President Otto Fernando Pérez
Molina of Guatemala, President Juan Orlando Herndndez Alvarado of

Honduras, and President Salvador Sianchez Cerén of El Salvador
July 25, 2014

The Presidents of the United States, Guatemala, Honduras, and El Salvador issued the
following statement at the conclusion of their meeting at the White House on July 25, 2014:

We met today to discuss our ongoing collaboration regarding the increased numbers of
unaccompanied minors and adults with children migrating to the United States. We expressed
our shared belief in the need for a humanitarian response to the situation, with a focus on the
safety and well-being of children and families. We reiterated our commitment to prevent
families and children from undertaking this dangerous journey and to work together to
promote safe, legal, and orderly migration. We pledged to continue to pursue the criminal
networks that are exploiting this uniquely vulnerable population and we agreed on the need to
discourage the use of smuggling networks that place individuals at high risk of violent crime
and sexual abuse along the journey. We reviewed and agreed to redouble our joint efforts to
counter misinformation about U.S. immigration policy. We committed to work together on the
ongoing efforts to humanely repatriate migrants, consistent with due process.

We expressed our commitment to work together in a spirit of shared responsibility to
address the underlying causes of migration by reducing criminal activity and promoting greater
social and economic opportunity. The Presidents of El Salvador, Guatemala, and Honduras
welcomed President Obama's request for additional foreign assistance as part of the
supplemental request to Congress to support the U.S. response to the increased migration. The
Central American presidents indicated to President Obama that they are working on a
comprehensive plan to address the underlying causes of the humanitarian situation on the
border. We all agreed that an effective solution requires a comprehensive and joint effort on
the part of the governments of El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, the United States, as well as
other countries in Central America, and Mexico and Colombia. We directed our teams to begin
coordinating such a plan, in collaboration with other international partners. Our objective is to
create the conditions that will allow the citizens of Central America to live in safe communities
with access to education, jobs, and opportunities for social and economic advancement.

NOTE: An original was not available for verification of the content of this joint statement.
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