
1 

Administration of Barack Obama, 2014 

Remarks Prior to a Meeting With the Presidential Commission on Election 
Administration 
January 22, 2014 

Hello, everybody. Glad you guys made it to work. 

I just want to say thank you publicly to all the wonderful people here who served on the 
Presidential Commission on Election Administration. I think all of us recall that in the last 
election in 2012, we had reports around the country of tremendously long lines for people 
when they had tried to vote, and in some cases, for hours they were stuck. The day of the 
election I said that we're going to need to do something about it. 

And I think all of us share the belief that, regardless of party affiliation, that our 
democracy demands that our citizens can participate in a smooth and effective way. And I 
called on Congress to work with us, but I also thought that it was important for us to have a 
bipartisan, independent panel that could actually dig into the facts and try to determine what 
can we do to improve this situation. 

And unlike a lot of countries, we've got a pretty complex system. We vote a lot. We have 
local jurisdictions that run these elections, and it makes things a little bit more complicated. 
But I was confident that if we put some good minds to work, they could come up with some 
recommendations. As a consequence, we set up this Commission. 

I asked my top attorney during my election campaign, Bob Bauer, to join with Mitt 
Romney's top attorney in 2012, Ben Ginsberg, to cochair this Commission. I think it's fair to 
say that they may have voted for different candidates in 2012—[laughter]—but what they 
shared was a reputation for integrity, for smarts, and a commitment to making sure that our 
democracy works the way it's supposed to. 

And they have now, working with the rest of this Commission, put together an outstanding 
series of recommendations with an important goal, which is that no American should have to 
wait more than half an hour to vote. And they should know—they should be confident—that 
their vote is being properly counted and is secure. A lot of the recommendations they've made 
are common sense; they are ones that can be embraced by all of us. Importantly, my 
understanding is, a lot of the Commission recommendations are directed not simply at 
Congress or the Federal Government, but rather to the State and local jurisdictions who are 
largely responsible for our elections. 

And so we intend to publicize this and to then reach out to stakeholders all across the 
country to make sure that we can implement this, in part because one of the troubling aspects 
of the work that they did was hearing from local officials indicating that we could have even 
more problems in the future if we don't act now. The good news is, is that the 
recommendations that are contained in this Commission report are eminently doable. 

So I just want to publicly, again, thank both Bob and Ben for taking on this largely 
thankless job. And I want to thank all of you for being so diligent and maintaining a sense of 
urgency, producing an outstanding report in a relatively short period of time. 

So thank you very much, everyone. 
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