
Administration of Barack Obama, 2011 

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Report Related to 
Afghanistan and Pakistan 
September 30, 2011 

Dear __________: 

In response to section 1117 of the Supplemental Appropriations Act, 2009 (Public Law 
111–32) (the "Act"), and in order to keep the Congress fully informed, I am providing the 
attached report related to Afghanistan and Pakistan. This is the fourth report submitted under 
section 1117 of the Act and follows the April 2011 submission. 

This report covers the period from January 1, 2011, through June 30, 2011. To the extent 
possible, the report also provides an assessment through August 31, 2011. Events continue to 
evolve since that time, for example in our relationship with Pakistan, but these developments 
fall outside the scope of this report. As I noted in my remarks on the way forward in 
Afghanistan on June 22, we have seen great progress in our fight against al-Qa'ida; we have 
reversed the Taliban's momentum in Afghanistan; and we continue to see progress in training 
the Afghan National Security Forces. This will allow us in the coming year to fully recover the 
33,000 U.S. troop surge I announced at West Point in December 2009. Beyond that change, 
we continue to implement the strategy and do not believe further modifications or adjustments 
to the metrics, resources, or authorities are required at this time. Huge challenges remain, and 
this is the beginning—but not the end—of our effort to wind down this war. 

As the Congress continues its deliberations on the way ahead in Afghanistan and Pakistan, 
I want to continue to underscore our Nation's interests in the successful implementation of this 
policy. 

Sincerely, 

BARACK OBAMA 

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Vice President Joseph R. Biden, Jr., President of the 
Senate; Senate Majority Leader Harry M. Reid; Senate Minority Leader A. Mitchell 
McConnell; Daniel K. Inouye, chairman, and Thad Cochran, vice chairman, Senate 
Committee on Appropriations; Carl Levin, chairman, and John McCain, ranking member, 
Senate Committee on Armed Services; John F. Kerry, chairman, and Richard G. Lugar, 
ranking member, Senate committee on Foreign Relations; Joseph I. Lieberman, chairman, and 
Susan M. Collins, ranking member, Senate Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs; Patrick J. Leahy, chairman, and Charles E. Grassley, ranking member, 
Senate Committee on the Judiciary; Dianne Feinstein, chair, and Saxby Chambliss, vice 
chairman, Senate Select Committee on Intelligence; Speaker of the House of Representatives 
John A. Boehner; House Majority Leader Eric I. Cantor; House Democratic Leader Nancy 
Pelosi; Harold Rogers, chairman, and Norman D. Dicks, ranking member, House Committee 
on Appropriations; Howard P. "Buck" McKeon, chairman, and Adam Smith, ranking member, 
House Committee on Armed Services; Ileana Ros-Lehtinen, chair, and Howard L. Berman, 
ranking member, House Committee on Foreign Affairs; Peter T. King, chairman, and Bennie 
G. Thompson, ranking member, House Committee on Homeland Security; Lamar S. Smith, 
chairman, and John Conyers, Jr., ranking member, House Committee on the Judiciary; and 
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Mike Rogers, chairman, and C.A. "Dutch" Ruppersberger, ranking member, House Permanent 
Select Committee on Intelligence. 
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