INFORMATION

AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
GPO

Administration of Barack H. Obama, 2010

Statement on the Inauguration of Alpha Conde as President of Guinea
December 22, 2010

On behalf of the American people, I congratulate the people of Guinea as they witness the
inauguration of their first democratically elected President since becoming an independent
state in 1958. Just over a year ago, the world's attention was drawn to Guinea by horrifying
atrocities and dangerous instability. Today, people all over the world are coming together to
congratulate Guinea and to express genuine admiration for the voters who steadfastly acted to
support peace and democracy. They have set their country on a path for a more prosperous and
stable future.

As the country begins its new democratic era, I extend congratulations to President Alpha
Conde on his inauguration. I also express my appreciation for the way in which Cellou Dalein
Diallo gracefully accepted the outcome of the election and spoke of the importance of a unified
Guinea in moving forward. While the road ahead may be challenging, the United States looks
forward to working with the incoming administration as it pursues an inclusive government that
represents the people of Guinea irrespective or ethnicity, religion, and gender; establishes a
platform of economic development for all to realize the dividends of democracy; and works to
enact critical reforms in the security sector.

The past year will remain a powerful example of how a country at such a pivotal moment
can make a choice for a better future, and the responsibility of those in positions of authority to
put the country first. As such, I also recognize and honor the leadership of interim President
General Sekouba Konate, who provided the necessary vision and support for Guinea's historic
transition.
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