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FOREWORD

This is one of the volumes comprising the final report on the Corps of Engineers'
Chesapeake Bay Study. The report represents the culmination of many years of study of
the Bay and its associated social, economic, and environmental processes and resources.
The overall study was done in three distinct developmental phases. A description is
provided below of each study phase, followed by a description of the organization of the
report.

The initial phase of the overall program involved the inventory and assessment of the
existing physical, economic, social, biological, and environmental conditions of the Bay.
The results of this effort were published in a seven volume document titled Chesapeake
Bay Existing Conditions Report, released in 1973. This was the first publication to
present a comprehensive survey of the tidal Chesapeake and its resources as a single
entity.

The second phase of the program focused on projection of water resource requirements in
the Bay Region for the year 2020. Completed in 1977, the Chesapeake Bay Future
Conditions Report documents the results of that work. The 12-volume report contains
projections for resource categories such as navigation, recreation, water supply, water
quality, and land use. Also presented are assessments of the capacities of the Bay
system to meet the identified future requirements, and an identification of problems and
conflicts that may occur with unrestrained growth in the future.

In the third and final study phase, two resource problems of particular concern in
Chesapeake Bay were addressed in detail: low freshwater inflow and tidal flooding. In
the Low Freshwater Inflow Study, results of testing on the Chesapeake Bay Hydraulic
Model were used to assess the effects on the Bay of projected future depressed
freshwater inflows. Physical and biological changes were quantified and used in
assessments of potential social, economic, and environmental impacts. The Tidal
Flooding Study included development of preliminary stage-damage relationships and
identification of Bay communities in which structural and nonstructural measures could
be beneficial.

The final report of the Chesapeake Bay Study is composed of three major elements:

(1) Summary, (2) Low Freshwater Inflow Study, and (3) Tidal Flooding Study. The
Chesapeake Bay Study Summary Report includes a description of the results, findings,
and recommendations of all the above described phases of the Chesapeake Bay Study. It
is incorporated in four parts:

Summary Report

Supplement A -~ Problem Identification -
Supplement B — Public Involvement

Supplement C — Hydraulic Model

The Low Freshwater Inflow Study consists of a Main Report and six supporting
appendices, The report includes:

Main Report

Appendix A -- Problem Identification
Appendix B — Plan Formulation
Appendix C -- Hydrology

Appendix D — Hydraulic Mode] Test



Appendix E -- Biota
Appendix F — Map Folio

The Tidal Flooding Study consists similarly of a Main Report and six appendices. The
report includes: .

Main Report

Appendix A -- Problem Identification

Appendix B — Plan Formulation, Assessment, and Evaluation
Appendix C — Recreation and Natural Resources

Appendix D — Social and Cultural Resources

Appendix E -- Engineering, Design, and Cost Estimates
Appendix F — Economics

AN
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APPENDIX D

SOCIAL AND CULTURAL RESOURCES

INTRODUCTION

The purpose of this appendix is to provide information on the social and cultural features of
the communities examined as part of the Chesapeake Bay Tidal Flooding Study. These
communities are listed in Table D-1 while the rationale for their inclusion is provided in
Appendix A - Problem Identification. Included in this Social and Cultural Resources
Appendix are discussions on demographic characteristics, occupational distributions,
income, housing, and labor force estimates. Also included are overviews on transportation
and communications, municipal services, cultural institutions, and land use for the areas
studied.

Much of the information on the demographic, occupational, income, housing, and labor force
characteristics for communities with fewer than 2,500 residents was provided by the Fifth
Count of the 1970 Census. It should be noted that the data for these smaller communities
are subject to variability due to the sampling techniques involved in this count. Change
errors may be large because of the numbers involved. Because of this variability the Census
Bureau has never published sample data for areas generally smaller than census tracts. Also
data on specific sectors of industrial employment such as the fisheries sector are not
available from the Fifth Count and therefore had to be addressed on a regional basis.
Information on transportation, communications, and municipal services came primarily from
Community Economic Inventory reports prepared for the various counties. Land use data
for the counties and communities came from the comprehensive plans of the respective
communities and counties. Where possible, percentages of major land use categories were
provided for the communities.

Demographic projections for the counties and the communities, where possible, were based
upon OBERS Series E regional projections. Linear regression techniques based upon
historical trends of the population were used to provide estimates for the communities.

Information on archeological sites for the Maryland communities was provided by Mr. Tyler
Bastian, the State Archeologist, of the Maryland Geological Survey. The information
addressed the communities specifically and covered an area approximately one mile outside
the town limits. The Maryland Historical Trust was helpful in providing information on
historical structures located within the communities. Though many of these structures are
considered to be of historical significance to the Maryland Historical Trust, few have been
placed in the National Register of Historic Places,

MARYLAND FLOOD-PRONE COMMUNITIES
CAMBRIDGE, MARYLAND

DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS

Cambridge, Maryland, is the county seat of Dorchester County and is located in the
northern part of the County. According to the 1970 Census, the population of Cambridge
was 11,595 with a median age of 33.1 years, Of the total population, 48 percent was age 35
years or oldet. These age figures compare with state figures indicating a median age of
27.1 years with 40 percent of the state population 35 years or greater. Dorchester County

D-1



TABLE D-1

TIDAL FLOOD-PRONE COMMUNITIES: MARYLAND
AND VIRGINIA

MARYLAND COMMUNITIES VIRGINIA COMMUNITIES
Cambridge Cape Charles
Crisfield Hampton Roads
Pocomoke City Poquoson
Rock Hall Tangier Island
St. Michaels West Point
Snow Hill

Tilghman Island

figures align themselves closely with those of Cambridge. This is to be expected
considering that the population of Cambridge constituted almost 40 percent of the 1970 and
1980 County population. Historical population trends for Cambridge, Dorchester County,
the State of Maryland, and the United States are displayed in Table D-2.

TABLE D-2
HISTORICAL POPULATION FOR THE U.S., MARYLAND,
DORCHESTER COUNTY AND CAMBRIDGE
(1940 - 1980)

1940 1950 1960 1970 1980

UNITED STATES 132,165,000 151,326,000 179,323,000 203,212,000 226,504,825

% change - 14.5 18.5 13.3 11.5
MARYLAND 1,821,000 2,343,000 3,101,000 3,922,400 4,216,941
% change - 28.6 : 32.3 26,5 7.5
DORCHESTER COUNTY 28,006 27,185 29,666 29,405 30,023
% change - -2.9 9.1 -0.8 4.1
CAMBRIDGE 10,102 10,351 12,239 11,595 11,703
% change - 2.4 18.2 -5.2 0.9

Based upon OBERS Series E population projections for the subregion (Calvert, Caroline,
Dorchester, Kent, Queen Annes, Somerset, Talbot, Wicomico, and Worcester Counties,
Maryland, and Sussex County, Virginia), the estimated population growth for Dorchester
County and for Cambridge is shown in Table D-3. Table D-3 also provides population
projections based on a simple regression technique, The "regression" projections are
provided for Cambridge and all other communities for comparative purposes as the
disaggregation and reaggregation of OBERS data to the community level may be
somewhat suspect, particularly for the small communities.

[\



TABLE D-3

POPULATION PROJECTIONS FOR
CAMBRIDGE AND DORCHESTER COUNTY
(1980 - 2020)

1980* 1990 2000 2020
Dorchester County 30,623 31,400 33,100 39,200
Cambridge 11,703 13,000 14,000 17,100
(Series E
Cambridge 11,703 13,300 13,900 15,200
(Regression) .

*The 1980 populations presented for Cambridge and Dorchester County are the final
counts as determined by the Bureau of the Census.

OCCUPATIONAL DISTRIBUTION

The work force in Cambridge is highly concentrated in the category of Operatives with
almost 29 percent of the work force aged 16 years or older employed in this category.
One would expect a similar distribution for the county and in fact this does occur.
County figures show that the category of Operatives constitutes almost 29 percent of the
work force aged 16 years or older. However, state figures shown in Table D-4 indicate
that the Sales and Clerical occupational grouping employs the largest percentage of the
work force with Operatives ranked fourth.

Unemployment in Cambridge in 1970 was approximately 5 percent which compares with a
slightly higher County total of 6.2 percent and a State figure of 3.2 percent.

INCOME CHARACTERISTICS

Individual median income in the community of Cambridge in 1970 was $2,252. Median
family income was $7,394, Nearly 15.9 percent of the families had an income below the
poverty level. County figures on 1970 median income are shown in Table D-4. These
figures indicate a slightly lower individual median income of $2,094 with median family
income slightly higher at $7,702. Approximately 14.8 percent of the families were
defined as being at or below the poverty level. Both community and County figures
regarding income fall well below State figures as shown in Table D-4 while the
percentage of families defined as being at or below the poverty level is significantly

" higher at both the community and the county level.
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TABLE D-4

DEMOGRAPHIC AND SOCIO-ECONOMIC CHARACTERISTICS
FOR CAMBRIDGE, DORCHESTER COUNTY AND MARYLAND

(1970

DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS CAMBRIDGE DORCHESTER COUNTY MARYLAND

Population 11,595 29,405
Median Age 33.1 34,1
Percent 35 years or older 48.0 49.1

OCCUPATIONAL DISTRIBUTION*

Prof. Managerial 17.9 le.l

Craftsmen, Foremen 12.5 14.8

Operatives, (incl. transportation) 28.6 23.7

Labor (incl. farm) ' 7.9 9.8

Farm Managers -~ 2,3

Services 16.4 12.9

Sales and Clerical 16.6 15.1

Unemployed 5.0 6.2

INCOME CHARACTERISTICS

Median Individual Income $2,252 $2,094

Median Family Income $7,39% 57,702

Percent of families 15.9 14.8
below poverty level

EDUCATIONAL CHARACTERISTICS

Percent of individuals 25 years or 23,8 28.5
older with High School completion

HOUSING CHARACTERISTICS

Year-round Housing Units 4,414 10,841

Median gross value of rent $ 80/month $ 79/month

Median value of owner-occupied housing $11,924 $10,700

Percent of units moved into in last 45.2 41.5

J years

*Based on Percent of Labor Force Aged 16 Years or Older,

D-4

3,922,400
27.1
40.0
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$11,063
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52.3

1,234,469
9 127/month
* $18,300
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EDUCATIONAL CHARACTERISTICS

As seen in Table D-4 approximately only 24 percent of those Cambridge residents age 25
years or older had completed their high school education. This compares with a
somewhat higher figure of 28.5 percent for the County and a substantially higher figure
of 52.3 percent for the State.

HOUSING CHARACTERISTICS

The number of occupied housing units in Cambridge in 1970 was 4,414 with a median
value of gross rent of $80 per month and a median value of owner-occupied housing of
$11,924. County totals compare showing a median value of gross rent of $79 per month
and a median value of owner-occupied housing of $10,700. Again, both community and
County figures fall well below the State values of $127 per month for median value of
gross rent and $18,800 for the median value of owner-occupied housing.

INDUSTRIAL EMPLOYMENT

As seen in Table D-5 the overwhelming majority of industrial employment in Cambridge
occurs in the Manufacturing sector, followed far behind by the Wholesale and Retail
Trade sector. In the case of Cambridge there seems to be a fairly wide range of
manufacturing activities represented. While only ten firms contributed 83 percent of the
employment in the manufacturing sector, the firms themselves are fairly diverse,
engaging in a variety of manufacturing endeavors such as circuit breaker assembly,
clothing, printing, and seafood production and processing.

County figures expectedly also reflect a significant dependence upon the Manufacturing
sector with almost 39 percent of the work force 16 years of age or older employed in this
sector. State figures indicate considerably less concentration in this sector as seen in
Table D-5.

TABLE D-5

CAMBRIDGE 1970 INDUSTRIAL EMPLOYMENT
(Work force 16 yrs. of age or older)

DORCHESTER

SECTOR CAMBRIDGE (%) COUNTY (%) MARYLAND (%)
Construction 6.6 6.7 6.6
Manufacturing 39,7 38.8 19.5
Public Utilities and Transportation 3.9 3.5 6.3
Wholesale and Retail Trade 17.1 16.2 19.2
F.LR.E. and Repair Services* 3.1 3.6 8.5
Professional and Related Services 11.7 11.4 12.3
Educational Services 6.0 4.8 8.1
Public Administration 3.1 3.9 13,5
Other 6.9 9.1 5.5

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0

*F.LR.E. is an acronym for Finance, Insurance, and Real Estate.
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TRANSPORTATION
Railroads

The Penn Central Transportation Company provides freight service five days a week to
Dorchester County. There are two branch lines which intersect at Hurlock; one serves
the eastern part of the County and one terminates at Cambridge. Both lines connect
with the main line at Seaford, Delaware. The majority of rail traffic is inbound with
commodities such as chemicals, fertilizer, lumber and plywood, farm machinery and raw
materials for processed foods.

Highways )

The principal artery of the highway system serving Dorchester County is U.S. Route 50
which crosses the County from east to west and then crosses the Chesapeake Bay Bridges
to link the County with the Baltimore-Washington area. Principal arterials serving
Cambridge are U.S. Route 50, Md. Route 16 and Route 343 (Washington Street), with U.S.
Route 50 and Washington Street the most heavily used streets.

Washington Street really does not provide the service expected of a principal arterial as
it divides neighborhoods, is congested and functions more as a local street. Race Street
provides the main access to Cambridge from the south, though it too divides
neighborhoods and is much too narrow to handle large volumes of traffic effectively.
High Street in most sections is also too narrow and is burdened by traific lights.
Maryland Avenue generally works well as an arterial. Locust and Glasgow Streets are
designated as arterials but are really local, very narrow streets with portions in poor
condition. Major proposed changes in the Cambridge vicinity consist primarily of the
intention to relocate U.S. Route 50 east of the city and to extend Hambrooks Boulevard
to Washington Street (Route 343) and to the Cambridge Beltway (Md. Route 16).

Truck Service
The American Motor Carrier Directory lists ten motor freight common carriers of

general commodities authorized to serve Dorchester County with truckload and/or less
than truckload service. One motor freight carrier has terminal facilities in Cambridge.

Bus Service

Trailways serves Dorchester County with daily bus service that provides connections with
any major point. The bus company also handles small freight shipments. Highly
specialized mini-bus service is available to the City and County through the Dorchester
Community Development Corporation.

Water Transportation

The Port of Cambridge is the only deepwater port on the Delmarva Peninsula. It was
constructed in 1963-64 and handles primarily frozen fish products and cheese and cod
liver oil products. The port presently shows approximately only 32 percent time
utilization of its facilities.

<«
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The Cambridge Harbor consists of a channel 150 feet wide and 16 feet deep from that
depth in the Choptank River to the Market Street Bridge then 100 feet wide and 16 feet
deep to the head of the harbor with a turning basin of the same depth and irregular
dimensions comprising approximately 2.4 acres. There are also two anchorage basins and
a channel 60 feet wide and 7 feet deep from that depth in the Choptank to the municipal
boat basin. The existing State dredged channel consists of a channel 150 feet wide and
25 feet in depth from that depth in the Choptank to the mouth of Cambridge Creek.

Traffic movements in Cambridge Harbor in calendar year 1981 reveal that the most
significant commodities being handled are fish, slag, and sand and gravel products as
indicated in Table D-6.

The Port of Baltimore, about 74 miles northwest of Cambridge, is the third largest
foreign tonnage port in the United States and is second only to New York in container
traffic. The Port is open throughout the year and is served by a channel 42 feet deep.

Air Service

The Cambridge Municipal Airport is located three miles southeast of Cambridge. The
Airport handles more than 15,000 arrivals and departures yearly, all of them charter or
private flights. The airport has facilities suitable for up to two engine commercial jets.

The Salisbury-Wicomico Airport is located 36 miles southeast of Cambridge in Wicomico
County. The Easton Municipal Airport, 15 miles north of Cambridge in Talbot County,
offers scheduled daily service to Baltimore and Washington by two private airlines. The
Baltimore-Washington International Airport (BWI), nine miles south of Baltimore and
within two hours driving time from Cambridge, is served by all major air carriers and
commuter airlines and offers international jet service.

TABLE D-6
CAMBRIDGE HARBOR 1981 WATERBORNE COMMERCE

HARBOR OR WATERWAY COMMODITY TONS
Cambridge Harbor, MD, Q911 Fresh Fish, except shellfish 43,732
0912 Shellfish, except prepared 912

1442 Sand, Gravel, Crushed Rock 33,605

1491 Salt 1

2211 Basic Textile Products 1

2691 Pulp and Paper Products, NEC 1

3312 Slag 20,365

3511 Machinery, Except Electrical l

3711 Motor Vehicles, Parts, Equip. 3

TOTAL 98,621

SOURCE: Waterborne Commerce Statistics of the United States, Calendar Year 1981,
Department of the Army, Corps of Engineers, February 1983.




COMMUNICATIONS

Postal Facilities

Dorchester County is served by 19 post offices. The largest of these, a Class I facility, is
located in Cambridge. Hurlock has a Class Il post office and East New Market and
Secretary have Class III post offices. The other post offices are strategically located
throughout the County.

Telephone Services

The Chesapeake and Potomac Telephone Company of Maryland serves the entire County
with a modern dial telephone system for direct nationwide dialing.

Radio and Television

WCEM (AM and FM), the local Cambridge radio station, is well established in the area
for radio coverage and advertising. Emergency radio communications are available
through the local station, State Police facilities, county roads department, volunteer fire
companies or through the central fire alarm headquarters in Cambridge, the marine
police, and the Wilmington marine operator.’

Television and radio reception are available on all national networks from Baitimore,
Washington and Salisbury. Cable Antenna Television (CATYV) is also available to
Cambridge residents and to homes in the County up to three miles beyond the city
limits. The Cambridge CATYV provides listeners with a 21 station selection, including all
Baltimore and Washington channels, educational and FM channels.

Newspapers

Dorchester County is served by two newspapers, both published in Cambridge. The Daily
Banner is published every day except Saturday and Sunday and has a circulation of over
10,000 paid copies. The Dorchester News, a weekly, has a circulation of about 3,230
copies and is issued each Thursday. The County is also served by daily papers from
Salisbury, Wilmington, Philadelphia, Baltimore and Washington; and by Sunday papers
from New York, Philadelphia, Baltimore and Washington.

UTILITIES

Electricity and Gas

The Delmarva Power and Light Company of Maryland supplies electricity to most of the
towns and developed areas from a transmission system serving the County. The
Choptank Electric Cooperative, Inc., provides central station electricity to the rural
areas of Dorchester County.

The Eastern Shore Natural Gas Company serves the Delmarva Peninsula. The Cambridge
Gas Company has distribution mains in the City of Cambridge and distributes natural gas
purchased from the Eastern Shore Natural Gas Company. The local bottled gas
companies provide tank service to homes and other facilities on a County-wide basis.
The proximity to Baltimore permits easy access to supplies of coal and oils via barge,
truck or rail. .
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Water and Sewerage

The Towns of Cambridge, East New Market, Hurlock, Secretary, and Vienna have
municipal water systems. The City of Cambridge water system is operated by the
Municipal Utilities Commission and water is obtained from ten deep wells. The present
water supply is from wells from the Piney Point, Magothy, and Raritan aquifers.

The Towns of Cambridge, East New Market, Hurlock, Secretary, and Vienna have
municipal sewer systems. The Cambridge Wastewater Treatment Plant was constructed
in 1937 as a primary treatment plant. The plant has been expanded and modernized over
the years. The most recent renovation was completed late in 1973 and provides an
activated sludge process to provide secondary treatment as well as a shellfish protection
holding pond. The system has a capacity of 8.1 million gallons per day (mgd) (expandable
to 10.3 mgd) and has an average daily flow of 5.5 mgd. Future plans call for additional
interceptors and force mains in previously unsewered areas. Current plans do not
envision any expansion of current capability.

COUNTY SERVICES

Law enforcement agencies in Dorchester County include the Cambridge police force, the
County Sheriff's office, and the Maryland State Police. There are 14 volunteer fire
companies in Dorchester County. Each of themis well equipped with from two to four
pieces of motorized equipment. Nine of the 14 fire companies provide ambulance
service. These are strategically located to provide adequate coverage throughout the
County,

The City of Cambridge has regular trash and garbage collection. Most of the
incorporated towns have regular trash and garbage coliection but there is no County-wide
collection service. Collection service may also be arranged through private

contractors. There are three large County-operated land-fills available in the County.

EDUCATIONAL SERVICES

The educational program includes grades K-12. There are presently 16 schools in
operation which serve the County and the City of Cambridge: seven elementary schools,
three secondary schools, five combined institutions, and one vocational-technical

school. These schools serve approximately 5,300 students. There are also four nonpublic
schools in the County with an enrollment estimated at approximately 330 students.
While there is no institution of higher learning in Dorchester County, there are four
colleges nearby: Chesapeake College, Salisbury State College in Wicomico County,
Washington College in Kent County, and the University of Maryland-Eastern Shore
Branch in Somerset County.

HEALTH SERVICES

Dorchester General Hospital in Cambridge was completed in 1974 and contains 123 beds
and employs over 250 persons. Located immediately adjacent to the present City limits
is the Eastern Shore Hospital Center, a fully accredited mental hospital operated by the
State.



The Dorchester County Health Department has administrative offices in Cambridge. The
department makes regular inspections throughout the County with eleven clinics in
constant operation. There are four privately operated nursing homes in Dorchester
County, two of them located in Cambridge with a total of 152 beds, one in Hurlock and
one in nearby Williamsburg. :

CULTURAL INSTITUTIONS

Libraries and Churches

The Dorchester County Central Library is located in Cambridge. There is also a branch
in Hurlock and a bookmobile which serves outlying areas. Churches représenting most
major denominations are located in the County. The nearest synagogue is located in
Easton approximately 15 miles north of Cambridge.

Historic Sites

There are approximately 260 sites in the vicinity of Cambridge identified by the
Maryland Historical Trust as being of significance to the history of the town and county
and which will be submitted for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places.
Four sites, Glasgow, Brinsfield I Site, Stanley Institute, and Yarmouth are currently
listed on the National Register. In terms of reported archeological sites in the vicinity
of Cambridge (within a one mile radius), the Maryland Geological Survey has identified
five existing sites (two historical, three aboriginal) of low to medium sensitivity (i.e.,
may be eligible for inclusion in the National Register). The Maryland Geological Survey
also notes that there is a high potential for significant archeological resources in
Cambridge.

LAND USE

Existing Land Use

Table D-7 below indicates the various types of land use in the City of Cambridge in the
year 1976, Most significant are the agricultural and wooded areas followed by residential
development. Annexations in 1974 and 1976 have dramatically increased the acreage of
the City by almost 1,500 acres or by more than 75 percent of the pre-1974 level,
| TABLE D-7
LAND USE IN CAMBRIDGE, MARYLAND

PERCENT OF AREA

CATEGORY ACRES WITHIN CITY LIMITS
Residential 952.7 27.7
Commercial 219.0 6.4
Industrial 180.7 5.2
Agricultural, Wooded 1,711.5 49.7
Public, Semi-public 247.7 7.2
Parks/Open Spaces 132.4 3.3

TOTAL . 3,444.0 100.0
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There are definite sections of differing housing quality within the City limits. Many
structures of low value are located in an area bounded by Maces Lane, Bayly Road, Race
Street, Park Lane and Leonards Lane. This area exhibits the greatest concentration of
economic need in the City.

Housing seems to be very sound in the area north of Park Lane bounded by Cambridge
Creek on the east, the City limits on the west and the Choptank river on the north.
Almost all of the distinctive and historic structures surveyed by the City are contained in
this area. Housing is usually sound in the area bounded on the east by the City limits, on
the north by the Choptank River, on the south by U.S, Route 50 and Washington Street,
and on the west by Railroad Avenue and Hayward Street with a few pockets of housing
indicating some deterioration.

The area bounded by Race Street on the west, Trenton Street on the east, the Choptank
River on the north and Cedar Street on the south is the downtown commercial core, with
the concentration on Cedar, Academy, and Washington Streets. Structural conditions of
most of these establishments range from high to low quality. Considerable commercial
development also exists along Route 50. This development is situated to take advantage
of the trade commuting to Ocean City. Most commercial structures in this area are in
good to excellent condition.

Most of the industrial land in Cambridge is located in the area immediately adjacent to
Cambridge Creek with another section bounded by the railroad tracks, Woods Road (the
City limits), and U.S. Route 50. These consist of an admixture of old and new industrial
structures. (Some of the land adjacent to Cambridge Creek has recently been
redeveloped in conjunction with construction of waterfront residential townhouses by the
American Cities Corporation.)

Most public and semi-public land use is scattered throughout the community though there
is a grouping of government offices in the area of Poplar, Spring, and Cove Streets near
Cambridge Creek. Most of these structures are in good condition.

Future Land Use

The Comprehensive Plan for the City of Cambridge recommends that the area north of
Park Lane bounded by Cambridge Creek to the east, the City limits on the west and the
Choptank River on the north be established as a historic zoning district. The plan also
recommends that the residential area bounded by Washington Street on the north, Route
16 on the south, Boundary Road on the east and Bayly Road on the west be mamtamed as
a solidly residential area. In the residential area bounded on the west by Railroad
Avenue and Hayward Street, on the east by the City limits, on the north by the Choptank
River and on the south by U.S. Route 50 and Washington Street, some effort is expected
to be expended to upgrade some of the existing units but the basic character of the area
will remain unchanged.

The Comprehensive Plan suggests that development of the area along Cambridge Creek
must consider that a large portion of this area lies within the 100-year flood plain, The
Plan suggests encouragement of commercial activity and revitalization of the area to
include eliminating industrially zoned land surrounding the creek. (In December 1930,
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the American Cities Corporation released a plan for developing this area around
Cambridge Creek into a waterfront community and tourist area. Several townhouses
have b()een constructed and plans include construction of a luxury hotel and marina on the
Creek.

The "old industrial" area defined by Boundary Road on the west, Washington Street on the
north, Route 16 on the south and the City limits on the east, will presumably be
demolished and/or renovated for the purpose of attracting "quality" in-town industrial
sites. It is also proposed that land on the east and west side of Woods Road to or beyond
Route 16 will be used as an industrial growth area.

The Comprehensive Plan for Dorchester County divides the County into two major land
use categories: 1) growth areas, or areas where the county would like to encourage new
development, and 2) conservation areas, or areas which the county would like to maintain
for agricultural or open space purposes. The plan designates the county's nine
municipalities and 17 of its unincorporated villages as growth areas and proposes that
new development be clustered in and around these existing population centers. These 26
growth areas are further broken down into four groups; 1) the Cambridge area, or the
County's principal growth area, 2) the Hurlock area, the County's second growth area, 3)
" the East New Market, Secretary and Vienna areas which are capable of limited
development, and 4) the small towns and villages suitable only for minor additional
residential development which include the County's remaining incorporated towns (such
as Brookview, Church Creek, Eldorade, and Galestown and 17 unincorporated villages).

The conservation areas are defined as the wetlands, farmlands, forests and waterfront
areas. Wetlands are defined as the marshy areas located in southern Dorchester County
along the Choptank, Nanticoke, Marshyhope and Blackwater Rivers. Waterfront areas
that exist mainly along the Choptank and Little Choptank Rivers are very desirable for
residential development. Land use objectives require that the open and natural character
of the waterfront areas be maintained by restricting development to agricultural,
residential and related uses.

CRISFIELD, MARYLAND

DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS

Crisfield, Maryland, is a fair sized community with a 1970 population of 3,075 located on
the southwestern tip of Somerset County. The population of Crisfield is somewhat aged
with approximately 53 percent of the population 35 years of age or older and a median
age of 37.7 years versus county figures of 47.3 percent and 32.1 years old, respectively.
The figures for the state indicate that 40 percent of the population is age 35 years or
greater with 27.1 years representing the median age. Historical population trends for
Crisfield, Somerset County, the State of Maryland, and the United States are shown in
Table D-8 below.
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TABLE D-8

~  HISTORICAL POPULATION FOR THE U.S., MARYLAND,
SOMERSET COUNTY, AND CRISFIELD
(1940-1980)

1940 1950 1960 1970 1980
UNITED STATES 132,165,000 151,326,000 179,323,000 203,212,000 226,504,825
% change - 14.5 18.5 13.3 11.5
MARYLAND 1,821,000 2,343,000 3,100,000 3,922,400 4,216,941
% change - 28.6 32.3 26.5 7.5
SOMERSET COUNTY 20,965 20,745 19,623 18,924 19,188
% change - -1.0 -5.4 -3.6 L4
CRISFIELD 3,908 3,668 3,540 3,075 2,924
% change - -6.1 -3.5 -13.1 -4.9

As can be seen in the above table, population has been declining for several decades in
both Somerset County and in Crisfield. However, the 1980 population data indicate that
the County experienced a slight increase in population.

Based on OBERS Series E population projections for the subregion for the peiod 1980-
2020, the estimated population growth for Crisfield and Somerset County is shown in
Table D-9. It should be noted that the regression technique yielded projections that are
lower and probably more realistic considering recent historical trends.

TABLE D-9
POPULATION PROJECTIONS FOR CRISFIELD AND SOMERSET COUNTY
(1980-2020)
1980* 1990 2000 2020

Somerset County 19,100 20,400 21,100 24,000
Crisfield 3,100 3,200 3,200 3,500
(Series E)
Crisfield 2,900 2,600 2,400 1,300
(Regression)

*The 1980 populations presented for Crisfield and Somerset County are the final
counts as determined by the Bureau of the Census.
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OCCUPATIONAL DISTRIBUTION

. Somerset County has a relatively low-skilled labor force as shown in Table D-10. The
table shows a high proportion of Operatives (25.7 percent) in comparison to state
percentages. These skills are normally associated with low-wage labor intensive
industries. The county lacks professional and technical workers which constitute only
15.3 percent of the work force 16 years or older.

Crisfield also reflects this tendency toward a relatively low-skilled labor force with
approximately 22.6 percent of the work force aged 16 years or older employed as
Operatives. Only 15.6 percent of Crisfield's work force is classified as Professional or
Managerial. These figures compare rather poorly with state totals of 13.3 percent of the
work force employed as Operatives and 27.6 percent in the Managerial, Professional
category.

INCOME CHARACTERISTICS

Individual median income in Somerset County rates close to the bottom of the list of all
Maryland counties at $1,173 in 1970. Median family income shares this somewhat
dubious distinction at $5,890 while 24.5 percent of the families in the county are defined
as at or below the poverty level. Figures for Crisfield are also very low when compared
to the state figures, with $1,568 as the median income for individuals and $5,270 as the
median income for families with 24.4 percent of the families below the poverty level in
1970.

EDUCATIONAL CHARACTERISTICS

One weakness of Somerset County and Crisfield appears to be the low level of -
educational attainment of the population. Only 21.5 percent of the Somerset County
residents 25 years of age or older had completed high school. Crisfield fared even worse
with only 14 percent of the 1970 population 25 years of age or older having completed
high school. These figures compare very poorly with the state figure of approximately 52
percent.

HOUSING CHARACTERISTICS

The number of year-round housing units in Somerset County in 1970 was 6,897 with a

ross rent median value of $65/month and a median value of owner-occupied housing of
27,900. Figures for Crisfield indicate 1,222 occupied units in 1970 with a median gross
rent of $65/month and a median value of owner-occupied housing of $8,170. All figures
fall well below the state figures for median value of rent ($127/month) and median value
of owner-occupied housing ($18,800) as shown in Table D-10.

INDUSTRIAL EMPLOYMENT

As seen in Table D-11, the majority of those 16 years of age or older in Somerset County
are employed in Manufacturing (26.9 percent) closely followed by the Wholesale & Retail
Trade category. The Manufacturing industry in Crisfield seems fairly diverse, with
several large companies engaging almost 60 percent of those employed in this sector:
Rubberset (220), Geo. A. Cristy Seafoods (150) and Carvel Halil Cutlery (150). Most
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TABLE D-10

DEMOGRAPHIC AND SOCIO-ECONOMIC CHARACTERISTICS

FOR CRISFIELD, SOMERSET COUNTY AND MARYLAND

(1970)

DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS CRISFIELD SOMERSET COUNTY MARYLAND
Population 3,075 18,924 3,922,400
Median Age 37.7 32.1 27.1
Percent 35 years or older 52.9 47.3 40.0
QCCUPATIONAL DISTRIBUTION*
Prof, Managerial 15.6 15.3 27.6
Craftsmen, Foremen 10.0 13.0 13,7
Operatives (incl. transportatxon) 22.6 25.7 13.3
Labor (incl. farm) 10.3 11.2 4.6
Farm Managers - 4,0 0.7
Services 14.4 12,5 1i.6
Sales & Clerical 27.0 17.9 28.1
Unemployed le.0 12.7 3.2
INCOME CHARACTERISTICS
Median Individual Income 31,568 $1,173 133,099
Median Family Income $ 5,270 $ 5,890 511,003
Percent of families 24.4 24,5 7.7

below poverty level
EDUCATIONAL CHARACTERISTICS
Percent of individuals 25 years or 14,0 21.5 52.3

older with high school completion
HOUSING CHARACTERISTICS
Year-round Housing Units 1,222 6,397 1,234,469
Median gross value of rent $ 65/month $ 65/month S 127/ month
Median value of owner-occupied

housing $8,170 $7,900 $18,800
Percent of units moved into in

last 5 years 0.2 340 52.2

*Based on Percent of Labor Force Aged 16 Years or Older.

D-15



TABLE D-11

CRISFIELD'197O INDUSTRIAL EMPLOYMENT
(Work force 16 years or older)

SECTOR CRISFIELD (%) SOMERSET COUNTY (%) MARYLAND (%
Construction 7.7 7.3 6.6
Manufacturing 23.2 26.9 19.5
Public Utilities & Transportation 5.1 4.3 6.8 t
Wholesale & Retail Trade 29.5 21.0 19.2
F.L.LR.E, & Repair Services* 4.4 4.3 8.5
Professional & Related Services 7.0 8.4 12.3
Educational Services 9.1 7.8 8.1
Public Administration 5.9 4.8 13.5
Other 8.1 15.2 5.5

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0

*F.I.R.E. is an acronym for Finance, Insurance, and Real Estate.

smaller manufacturing establishments are water-oriented which is to be expected
considering the ease of access to Bay waters. State figures also show the Manufacturing
and Wholesale and Retail Trade sectors as the major areas of employment. Industrial
distribution of employment in Crisfield indicates that 29.5 percent of the work force 16
years of age or greater are employed in Wholesale & Retail Trade while Manufacturing
constitutes 23.2 percent.

TRANSPORTATION
Railroads

Somerset County's location on the southernmost tip of Maryland's eastern shore has
served as an inhibiting factor in the growth of the county's economy. Many of the
problems within the county arise from its inaccessibility to major metropolitan areas.
Though the Conrail railroad network continues to provide rail service to Princess Anne,
King's Creek and to Pocomoke City, as of April 1976 several lines were abandoned as a
result of the reorganization of the bankrupt Penn Central Railroad which included the-
King's Creek-Crisfield Line. Like many other counties on the lower eastern shore of
Maryland, Somerset County also possesses no rail passenger service.

Highways

The principal artery of the highway system serving Somerset County is U.S. Route 13,

which extends north to Wilmington and the New Jersey Turnpike and extends south :
through the Virginia portion of the eastern shore and connects with the Chesapeake Bay
Bridge-Tunnel to Norfolk. Maryland Route 413 links Crisfield with other areas of the

County and is the major highway spine of the community. Other streets such as

Somerset Avenue, Jacksonville Road, Main Street/Md. 380, and Fourth Street/Woodson

School Road carry a rather high volume of traffic.
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Truck Service

The American Motor Carrier Directory lists 12 motor freight common carriers of general
commodities authorized to serve Somerset County with truckload and/or less-than-
truckload service. Three of the freight carriers maintain terminal facilities in nearby
Salisbury in Wicomico County.

Bus Service
Trailways and Greyhound provide Somerset County with daily bus service that includes
one stop in Princess Anne and one in Westover. Small freight shipments are also handled

by the bus companies. At present, there is no public transportation in Crisfield.

Water Transportation

As noted earlier, the Port of Cambridge is the only deepwater port on the Delmarva
Peninsula. The marine terminal, built on the Choptank River waterfront in Cambridge, is
15 miles upstream from the main shipping lane in the Chesapeake Bay and 100 nautical
miles from the Virginia Capes. The Port of Baltimore, about 120 miles northwest of
Princess Anne, is the third largest foreign tonnage port in the United States and is second
only to New York in container traffic. The port is open throughout the year and is served
by a channel 42 feet deep.

The harbor in Crisfield, though authorized for a depth of 14 feet, presently has only an
eight foot channel due to siltation. The economy of the county could be dramaticaily
improved with the development of a deepwater port at Crisfield. This proposal has been
under consideration by local interests. Traffic in Crisfield Harbor is primarily associated
with the shelifish industry, as indicated in Table D-12 below. Figures cited are for
calendar year 1981 and were taken from the publication Waterborne Commerce of the
United States.

Air Service

The Salisbury-Wicomico Airport is located about 17 miles northeast of Princess Anne in
Wicomico County. There are U.S. Air commuter flights daily to Baltimore-Washington
International Airport, Washington National Airport, and Philadelphia International
Airport. The Airport, situated on over 800 acres, has two 5,000-foot paved runways and
one 3,500-foot paved runway, Services and facilities available include full instrument
landing system (ILS), VOR navigational equipment, fuel, charter service, air freight
service, student instruction, auto rentals, and hangar space for private and corporate
aircraft. The FAA also operates a flight service station at the airport.

Crisfield Airport, a municipally operated facility three miles north of Crisfield, has two
lighted runways - one 3,500-foot turf runway and one 2,500-foot paved runway. Services
and facilities available include: fuel, major maintenance, tie downs, attended during
daytime, and taxi service.
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TABLE D-12
CRISFIELD HARBOR 1981 WATERBORNE COMMERCE

HARBOR OR WATERWAY COMMODITY TONS
Crisfield Harbor, MD 0911 Fresh Fish, Except Shellfish 83
0912 Shellfish, Except Prepared 35,041

0931 Marine Shells, Unmanufactured 3,582

1121 Coal and Lignite 11

2094 Groceries 102

2095 Ice 33

3411 Fabricated Metal Products 7

4112 Commodities, NEC 113

TOTAL 38,972

SOURCE: Waterborne Commerce Statistics of the United States, Calendar Year 1981,
Department of the Army, Corps of Engineers, February 1983.

COMMUNICATIONS

Postal Facilities

There are 18 post offices located in Somerset County. Princess Anne and Crisfield have

“first class offices. In addition, there are six third class and ten fourth class facilities in
smaller communities throughout the County. The mail boat from Crisfield provides daily
service to Smith Island.

Telephone Services

The Chesapeake and Potomac Telephone Company of Maryland serves the entire County
with a modern dial telephone system for direct nationwide dialing. The Chesapeake and
Potomac Telephone Company has the facilities to expand their services to meet any
increased demand. Other telecommunications suppliers are Western Union, IT&T, and
Comsat.

Radio and Television

Radio and Television reception is excellent from stations located on the Eastern Shore.
WBOC-TYV, Salisbury, serves the area with network programming. CATV service is
available in Princess Anne and Crisfield. There are no radio or television stations within
Somerset County.

Newspapers

Somerset County is served by two weekly newspapers. The Marylander and Herald,
published in Princess Anne, has a paid circulation of about 1,830. The Crisfield Times,
published in Crisfield, has a paid circulation of over 2,600. In addition, Sahsbury and
Baltimore newspapers enjoy a large circulation in the County.
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UTILITIES

Electricity and Gas

The Delmarva Power and Light Company of Maryland supplies electricity to most of the
towns and developed areas. The substation facilities in Somerset County are adequate
for the electric load in the area and could be expanded to accommodate any load which
might develop in this vicinity.

The Choptank Electric Cooperative, Inc., provides central station electricity to the rural
areas of Somerset County, Choptank Electric Cooperative can and will expand their
services and equipment to meet any demand for electric service for all uses, subject to
the established terms and conditions of the cooperative. Propane gas and fuel oil are
available in Somerset County from local dealers and distributors.

Water and Sewerage

The water resources in the County can generally be described as good. The quality and
quantity of water available is adequate for most uses, and usually does not require
drilling to, or pumping from, excessive depths. A demand in excess of 750 gpm can be
met by tapping the Pleistocene-Pliocene aquifer lying at an approximate depth of 20 to
30 feet,

There are municipal water systems in Crisfield and Princess Anne. The Crisfield water
system consists of five wells which have a capacity of 2.0 mgd. The water receives no
treatment. The distribution system extends to the Carvel Hall plant, one mile northeast
of the corporate limits. The residences outside the city limits are served by a series of
small private lines. A new principal loop was installed in 1973 within the city. The
Harbor Industrial Area mains have been rehabilitated. The current usage is 1.2 mgd.
Storage consists of a 250,000 gallon standpipe.

There are municipal sewer systems in Crisfield and Princess Anne. A system is being
planned for Smith Island. The sewerage system serves the entire town of Crisfield and
that area adjacent to Route 413 to the Carvel Hall Plant, one mile northeast of the
corporate limits. The treatment plant is a secondary extended aeration type with a
capacity of 1.00 mgd. The average daily flow is 0.6 mgd. The treated effluent is
discharged into the Little Annemessex River.

COUNTY SERVICES

The Sheriff's office has three uniformed deputies and three patrol cars. Princess Anne
and Crisfield maintain local police departments. All three departments are
interconnected with the State Police Headquarters in Salisbury by a modern radio
system.

Fire protection is provided in the northern portion of the county by the Princess Anne
Volunteer Fire Company and in the southern portion of the county by the Crisfield
Volunteer Fire Department. Both companies are jointly funded by county and town
appropriations. Volunteer fire departments are also active in Deal Island, Ewell, and
Marion Station. The volunteer fire companies in Princess Anne and Crisfield provide
ambulance service, Both Princess Anne and Crisfield operate municipal refuse collection
facilities.
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EDUCATIONAL SERVICES

The educational program in the county includes grades kindergarten through 12. There
are approximately 15 schools located in the county with an enrollment of approximately
3,600 students. Educational facilities in the Crisfield area consist of two elementary,
one middle and one high school. There are two nonpublic schools in the county with an
enrollment of approximately 50 students.

The University of Maryland-Eastern Shore Branch, a fully accredited four year public
college, is located in Princess Anne, Salisbury State College, another fully accredited
four year college, is located in Salisbury. Tawes Vocational School provides vocational
and technical training in programs ranging from automechanics to marine harvest to
health occupations.

HEALTH SERVICES

The McCready Memorial Hospital, in Crisfield, is a general hospital with a 40 bed and 8
bassinet capacity. Residents in the northern part of the county use the facilities of
Peninsula General Hospital in Salisbury, 13 miles north of Princess Anne. The Hospital
has 370 beds and a staff of over 90 physicians and surgeons. It is the largest, fully
accredited hospital on the Delmarva Peninsula.

The Somerset County Health Department in Princess Anne administers an active program
with four divisions - Administration, Public Health Nursing, Mental Health, and

Environmental Health. The Alice B, Tawes Nursing Home, in Crisfield, has a capacity of
64 beds.

CULTURAL INSTITUTIONS

Libraries and Churches

The Somerset County Library system operates branches in Princess Anne, Crisfield, and
Smith Island. Churches representing most major denominations are located in the
County. Within the City limits of Crisfield there are approximately 12 churches of
various denominations.

Historic Sites

There are four sites in the Crisfield vicinity identified by the Maryland Historical Trust
which are considered to be of significance to the history of the town and county and
which will be submitted for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places. One of
these, Make Peace, is currently listed on the National Register. In terms of reported
archeological sites in the vicinity of Crisfield (within a radius of approximately one
mile), the Maryland Geological Survey has indicated that there are currently no sites
recorded in the area, although a high potential for sites does exist.

LAND USE

The predominant land use category in Crisfield is residential. In the northern portion of
the city, along Somerset Avenue and Hall Highway, the land use pattern is relatively
large lot single family residential with mixed public and quasi-public uses. Areas in the
central portion of the city, generally south and west of Somerset Avenue and Hall
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Highway are characterized by a pattern of single family residential use on lots which
average 8,000 to 12,000 square feet in area. In'areas immediately surrounding the
"uptown" central business area, as well as to the south along Fourth Street and Charlotte
Street, there are apartments, semi-detached and attached housing intermixed with single
family detached. In addition, there is a large area which is undeveloped south of Cove
Street between Somerset Avenue and Charlotte Street.

Information on county land use policies is scarce with comments limited only to the fact
that Princess Anne, Westover, and Crisfield are the major areas in the county for
residential, commercial and industrial development. County planners have not quantified
existing land usage nor made land use projections. Comments are limited to the mention
that further commercial and industrial development will be encouraged to take place in
the localities mentioned above.

Other than in the central business area, the only planned commercial use occurs on Route
413 in the vicinity of the Potomac Street intersection and along Jacksonville Road. The
central business district includes the "downtown" and the "uptown" commercial areas
running along Main Street from the city dock to Third Street. This seven block strip
contains heavy concentrations of commercial activity, vacant lots, multi-family use and
a few scattered industrial uses close to the water.

Industrial activity in Crisfield is centered along the waterfront north of Main Street and
on the tip of Jersey Island. At least one-half of the industrial activity is related to the
use of the water,

POCOMOKE CITY, MARYLAND

DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS

Pocomoke City is located in southwestern Worcester County and had a 1970 population of
3,573. The population's median age was 34.5 years and approximately 50 percent of the
population was 35 years of age or older. This compares with a 1970 Worcester County
median age of 31.5 years with 46.4 percent of the County population aged 35 years or
older. State figures indicate a median age of 27.1 years with approximately 40 percent
of the population aged 35 years or older. Historical population trends for Pocomoke
City, Worcester County, the State of Maryland and the United States are shown in Table
D-13.

As indicated in Table D-13 in the 1940 - 1970 period Pocomoke City grew somewhat
more rapidly than the County yet significantly less rapidly than either the State or
Nation. However, 1980 Census results indicate that while the County grew more than 25
percent in the 1970 - 1980 period, Pocomoke City actually lost population,

Based upon OBERS Series E population projections for the subregion, the estimated
populations for Worcester County and for Pocomoke City are shown in Table D-14. It
should be noted that linear regression techniques applied to historical data of population
growth in Pocomoke City over the period 1940-1970 yield increasingly significant
differences from Series E OBERS projections.
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TABLE D-13

HISTORICAL POPULATION FOR THE U.S., MARYLAND,
WORCESTER COUNTY, AND POCOMOKE CITY
(1940 - 1980)

1940 1950 1960 1970 1980

UNITED STATES 132,165,000 151,326,000 179,323,000 203,212,000 226,504,325
% change - 14.5 18.5 13.3 115
MARYLAND 1,821,000 2,343,000 3,100,000 3,922,400 4,216,941
% change - 28.6 323 26.5 7.5
WORCESTER COUNTY 21,245 23,148 23,733 24,442 30,389
% change - 9.0 2.5 3.0 26.4
POCOMOKE CITY 2,739 3,191 3,329 3,573 3,558
% change - le.5 4.3 7.3 -0.4

TABLE D-14

POPULATION PROJECTIONS FOR POCOMOKE CITY AND WORCESTER COUNTY
(1980-2020)

Worcester County 30,889 30,700 33,400 41,400
Pocomoke City 3,558 4,700 5,200 6,700
(Series E)

Pocomoke City 3,558 4,100 4,400 4,900

(Regression)

*The 1980 populations presented for Crisfield and Somerset County are the final
counts as determined by the Bureau of the Census.

OCCUPATIONAL DISTRIBUTION e

As shown in Table D-15 more than 25 percent of the work force aged 16 years or above in
Pocomoke City is employed in the Sales and Clerical category followed by 19.7 percent
in the Professional & Managerial and 19.6 percent in the Operatives classification.
County figures show that the Professionaj & Managerial category is the primary
occupation followed closely by Operatives, though state figures, for the most part,
parallel those of Pocomoke City.
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INCOME CHARACTERISTICS

Individual median income in the community of Pocomoke City in 1970 was $1,538 with
median family income of $7,628 and with 14.4 percent of the families defined to be
below poverty level. This compares with County figures of $1,697 and $7,368 for the
median income of individuals and families, respectively, and with 17.2 percent of the
families defined as below the poverty level. State income levels are significantly higher
as shown in Table D-15 while the percentage of families existing below the poverty level
is substantially lower.

EDUCATIONAL CHARACTERISTICS

Figures in Table D-15 indicate that in Pocomoke City in 1970 approximately 24 percent
of those aged 25 years or greater had completed their high school education. This
compares unfavorably with both County and State figures of 32 percent and 52 percent,
respectively. '

HOUSING CHARACTERISTICS

The number of year-round housing units in Pocomoke City was 1,333 in 1970 with a
median value of gross rent of $78 per month and a median value of owner-occupied
housing of $12,403 as shown in Table D-15. County figures display a marked similarity
with a median value of gross monthly rent of $79 and a median value of owner-occupied
housing of $11,400. Both community and county figures appear well below those of the
State.

INDUSTRIAL EMPLOYMENT

As shown in Table D-16 approximately 27 percent of industrial employment in Pocomoke
City is in the area of Wholesale and Retail Trade followed by Manufacturing with 22.1
percent. The town has a number of fairly large employers in this latter category, with
Campbell Soup (300), Somerset Packing (126), Chesapeake Bay Plywood (310), Delmarva
Forest (45), and Pocomoke Garment (43) being the most significant. This aggregate
distribution is very consistent with both County and State trends as seen in Table D-16.

TRANSPORTATION
Railroads

The Snow Hill Shipper's Association provides freight service to Worcester County and to
Pocomoke City as well. There are 14 rail users with 2 or 3 trains per week serving the
County. There is no rail passenger service in the County,

Highways

The highway system in Worcester County includes U.S. Route 13, which extends northward
to Wilmington and the New Jersey Turnpike and southward through the Virginia portion of
the eastern shore and connects with the Chesapeake Bay Bridge-Tunnel to Norfolk. U.S.
Route 113 crosses the County and joins U.S. Route 13 at Pocomoke City. Long-range plans
of the State Highway Administration are that U.S. Route 113 be dualized for its entire
length through the county as a limited access expressway. U.S, Route 50 which has its
eastern terminus at Ocean City links the Eastern Shore with the Baltimore-Washington area
and points west via the Chesapeake Bay Bridges.
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TABLE D-15
DEMOGRAPHIC AND SOCIO-ECONOMIC CHARACTERISTICS
FOR POCOMOKE CITY, WORCESTER COUNTY, AND MARYLAND
(1970)

DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS POCOMOKE CITY WORCESTER COUNTY MARYLAND

Population 3,573 24,442 3,922,400
Median Age 34.5 31.5 27.1
Percent 35 years or older 49.6 464 40.0

OCCUPATIONAL DISTRIBUTION*

Prof. Managerial 19.7 17.9 27.6
Craftsmen, Foremen 14.3 15.1 13.7
Operatives (incl. transportatxon) 19.6 17.5 : 13.3
Labor (incl. farm) 5.9 13.3 4.6
Farm Managers 0.7 4.1 0.7
Services 14.4 . 151 11.6
Sales & Clerical 25.5 16.7 28.1
Unemployed 4.7 3.2 3.2

INCOME CHARACTERISTICS

Median Individual Income $1,538 $1,697 $3,099
Median Family Income $7,628 $7,368 511,063
Percent of families below 14.4 17.2 7.7

poverty level

EDUCATIONAL CHARACTERISTICS

Percent of individuals 25 years or 23.7 32.3 52.3
older with High School completion :

HOUSING CHARACTERISTICS

Year-round housing units 1,333 8,962 1,234,469

Median gross value of rent $78/month A $79/month $127/month

Median value of owner-occupied $12,403 $11,400 $18,800
housing

Percent of units moved into 38.8 38.1 52.2

in last 5 years

*Based on Percent of Labor Force Aged 16 Years or Older.
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TABLE D-16

POCOMOKE CITY 1970 INDUSTRIAL EMPLOYMENT
(Work Force 16 yrs. or older)

- WORCESTER
SECTOR POCOMOKE CITY (%) COUNTY (%) MARYLAND (%)
Construction 7.1 9.9 6.6
Manufacturing 22.1 22.3 19.5
Public Utilities &

Transportation 4,8 4.4 6.8
Wholesale & Retail Trade 26.8 18.1 19.2
F.I.R.E. & Repair Services* 4.1 6.5 8.5
Professional & Related Services 3.5 8.3 12.3
Educational Services 7.9 4.3 8.1
Public Administration 9.4 5.2 13,5
Other 14.2 21.0 3.5

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0
*F.I.R.E. is an acronym for Finance, Insurance, and Real Estate.
Truck Service
The American Motor Carrier Directory lists 10 motor freight common carriers of general
commodities authorized to serve Worcester County with truckload and/or less-than-
truckload service.

Bus Service

Trailways provides Worcester County with daily bus service through which connections
with any major point are available.

Water Transportation

The Port of Cambridge is the nearest deepwater port to Worcester County and is located
about 50 miles northwest of Snow Hill. The marine terminal, built on the Choptank River
waterfront in Cambridge, is 15 miles upstream from the main shipping lane in the
Chesapeake Bay and 100 nautical miles from the Virginia Capes.

The Port of Baltimore, about 125 miles from Snow Hill, is the third largest foreign
tonnage port in the United States, handling a record 36.9 million tons of export/import
trade in 1975. Baltimore, the second largest container tonnage port on the East and Gulf
Coasts, moved a total of about 3.4 million tons of containerized general cargo in 1975.

The Pocomoke River is commercially navigable and is used primarily for the barging of
petroleum products and wood chips as shown in Table D-17. There is an 11 foot channel
100 to 150 feet in width through Pocomoke Sound from the mouth of the river to deep
water in Chesapeake Bay. Private pleasure craft use the river to some extent,
particularly during the fishing season.
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TABLE D-17
POCOMOKE RIVER 1981 WATERBORNE COMMERCE

HARBOR OR WATERWAY COMMODITY ' TONS
Pocomoke River, MD 2416 Wood Chips, Staves, Moldings 123,637
2911 Gasoline 10,772

2914 Distillate Fuel Oil 8,248

TOTAL 142,657

SOURCE: Waterborne Commerce Statistics of the United States, Calendar Year 1931,
Department of the Army, Corps of Engineers, February 1933.

Air Service

The Ocean City Municipal Airport is located 30 miles northeast of Pocomoke City and
has a 3,400-foot paved runway which is lighted from dusk to dawn. There is scheduled
commuter service to Baltimore-Washington International Airport (BWI) near Baltimore
and to Dulles International Airport west of Washington, D.C.

The Salisbury-Wicomico County Airport is located about 20 miles north of Pocomoke
City. The U.S. Air commuter has an average of about 28 flights daily to Baltimore-
Washing ton International Airport (BWI), Washington National Airport, and Philadelphia
International Airport.

COMMUNICATIONS

Postal Facilities

Worcester County is served by 10 post offices. There are four Class I offices located in
Berlin, Ocean City, Pocomoke City, and Snow Hill. There are six Class IIl offices located
in Bishopville, Girdletree, Newark, Showell, Stockton, and Whaleysville. City delivery is
provided for the residents in the four Class I office locations. Rural routes also originate
from seven of the county post offices for mail delivery to the rural residents.

Telephone Services

The Chesapeake and Potomac Telephone Company of Maryland provides telephone
service in Worcester County. Direct distance dialing is available to all customers. The
county seat, Snow Hill, is included in the local calling area for every exchange in
Worcester County. Western Union, IT&T, and Comsat also provide telecommunications
service.

Radio and Television

There are three radio stations in Worcester County. WBOC (AM & FM) has a studio in
Ocean City as well as in Salisbury in Wicomico County. WDMV (AM) is located in
Pocomoke City and WETT (AM) is located in Ocean City. The nearest commercial
television station is WBOC-TV in Salisbury which has a network hookup with ABC, CBS,
and NBC. In addition, there is a cable TV system available in all the incorporated towns
in Worcester County.
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Newspapers

There are three weekly newspapers published in Worcester County---The Eastern Shore
Times in Ocean City with a circulation of about 4,000; the Maryland Coast Press in
Ocean City with a circulation of about 4,650, and the Worcester County Messenger in
Pocomoke City with a circulation of about 3,700. In addition to these newspapers, daily
and Sunday papers from Baltimore, Philadelphia, Salisbury, Washington, D.C. and
Wilmington have a wide circulation.

UTILITIES

Electricity and Gas

Delmarva Power and Light Company supplies electricity to most of the towns and
developed areas in Worcester County. Choptank Electric Cooperative, Inc. provides
electrical service to a large portion of rural Worcester County. The Cooperative
distributes bulk power to this area from four substations. The distribution system of
Choptank Electric Cooperative is interconnected with Delmarva Power and Light
Company. Independent municipal propane gas service is available in Berlin, Ocean City,
Pocomoke City, and Snow Hill. ’

Water and Sewerage.

There are municipal water systems in Berlin, Newark, Ocean City, Pocomoke City, and
Snow Hill. The Pocomoke City water system consists of two wells which are capable of
furnishing 1,400 gallons of water per minute. The water supply is filtered and chemically
treated. There is an overhead storage tank which has a capacity of 300,000 gallons.
Water for industrial purposes is available from the Pocomoke River, The Pocomoke City
municipal sewerage system is a modern lagoon system and is considered adequate for
future needs. The system discharges into the Pocomoke River.

COUNTY SERVICES

Law enforcement agencies in Worcester County include town police forces in Berlin,
Pocomoke City, Snow Hill, and Ocean City. The Pocomoke City Police Department has a
chief and nine officers. Fire protection is provided by several volunteer fire companies
located in the incorporated towns. Pocomoke City's volunteer company has ample fire
fighting equipment and also provides ambulance service on a 24%-hour basis. Pocomoke
City also provides its residents with regular refuse collection.

EDUCATIONAL SERVICES

There are 13 schools in the County with a total enrollment of approximately 5,000
students. Four of these schools are located in Pocomoke City. The Worcester County
Comprehensive Plan envisions the construction of two additional elementary schools in
the southern portion of the county and three additional elementary schools in the
northern section with an expansion of the existing middle and high schools. There are
three nonpublic schools in Worcester County with an enrollment of approximately 360
students.
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There is no institution of higher learning located in Worcester County. There are two
colleges nearby - Salisbury State College in Wicomico County and the University of
Maryland, Eastern Shore Campus in Somerset County. A new regional community college
for the lower eastern shore of Maryland has been authorized by the State and will be
sponsored by the Worcester and Wicomico County governments. There is also a County
Vocational center which offers training in eight trades and occupations.

HEALTH SERVICES

There is no hospital in Worcester County. The majority of the county's citizens use the
Peninsula General Hospital in Salisbury, which is the largest, fully accredited hospital on
the Deimarva Peninsula. Public health services are provided through the Worcester
County Health Department with offices and clinics maintained in Snow Hill, Pocomoke
City, and Berlin. There are also two nursing homes in Worcester County with a total bed
capacity of 48. - » '

CULTURAL INSTITUTIONS

Libraries and Churches

The Worcester County Library administrative offices and the Snow Hill branch are
located in a 12,000 square foot one-level brick building with a walled garden in Snow
Hill. There is no library in Pocomoke City. Churches representing most major
denominations are located in the county. Pocomoke City itself has approximately one
half dozen churches of various denominations.

Historic Sites

There are nine sites in the vicinity of Pocomoke City which have been identified by the

Maryland Historical Trust as being significant to the history of the town and county.
These will be submitted for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places. Two of
these sites, the Costen House and Beverly are currently on the National Register.

There are no reported archeological sites in the vicinity of Pocomoke City (within a one
mile radius), but it should be noted that a systematic survey of the area has not been
conducted. There is a high potential for significant archeological resources in Pocomoke
City according to the Maryland Geological Survey.

LAND USE

Existing Land Use

L}
There are 1,213 acres of land and water within the incorporated limits of Pocomoke
City. Approximately 62 percent of this area, or 756 acres, has been developed for some
type of use. The most extensive type of use in Pocomoke City is residential. This use
accounted for 40 percent of the total developed area as shown in Table D-18. The
following discussions on existing and futyre land use are taken from the 1981 Pocomoke
City Comprehensive Plan.

D-28



TABLE D-18

POCOMOKE CITY LAND USE
(Data Through 1975)

PERCENT OF
LAND USE TYPE ACRES DEVELOPED AREA
Residential 299 40
Commercial 87 11
Industrial 76 10
Others 29% _3
Total 756 100

SOURCE: Pocomoke City Comprehensive Plan, January 1981,

An analysis of the spatial distribution of land uses within the Pocomoke City Planning
Area reveals a definite pattern of development within the city and the immediate
surrounding area. Concentrated in the heart of town is the Central Business District
(CBD), which is the primary center of economic activity within the city's corporate
limits. The CBD is situated along two blocks of Market Street from Front Street to
Second Street with some spillover southward on Clarke Avenue and Willow Street.
However, the downtown Central Business District is currently competing for business
activities within the city limits with two relatively new shopping centers located along
U.S. Route 13, These secondary commercial activity centers are the Roses Shopping
Center at the intersection of Linden Avenue and U.S. Route 13 and the Ames Shopping
Center Complex at the intersection of U.S. Route 13 and U.5. Route 113.

Industrial activity within the corporate limits of Pocomoke City is primarily
concentrated in an industrial belt extending southward from the railroad along the
Pocomoke River and along a small spur extending eastward along the railroad to Fourth
Street. The remainder of the land within the corporate limits is devoted primarily to
single family homes. However, within the corporate limits there is still a considerable
amount of undeveloped property around the edges and on all sides of the built-up sections
of the city, especially in the vicinity south of Lynnhaven Drive and the area west of the
Homewood Subdivision between Cedar Street and the railroad. The other essential
community facilities such as schools, churches and other public and semi-public
institutions are spotted throughout the residential areas.

Beyond the corporate limits, strip residential development has occurred along Cedar Hall
Road (Route 371) to the south, Old Snow Hill Road (Route 756) to the north and along Old
U.S. Route 113. In recent years, there have been substantial new housing starts in the
Stockton Road - Groton Road - Buck Harbor Road area to the east of town. Along U.S.
Route 13 southward from the corporate limits to the Virginia State line, there is an
almost continuous strip of major commercial businesses such as automobile dealerships,
large motels, restaurants and other smaller highway oriented businesses such as service
stations and fast food restaurants along both the east and west of U.S, Route 13. In
addition to these areas, some scattered industrial and business establishments have
located along old U.S. Route 113 to the north of town. The remainder of the
development within the Pocomoke City Planning Area is primarily rural farm or non-
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farm residential. It is evident that there are numerous areas for urban growth and
expansion to the north, east and south of town and particularly for industrial
development along the railroad.

After analyzing the existing land use pattern, the fairly compact nature of existing
development in Pocomoke City is especially evident. This pattern may be attributed in
large part to the availability of city water and sewer facilities. A continued policy of
orderly and systematic extension of the water and sewer lines will assist in preventing
any undesirable urban sprawl by discouraging scattered developments that are expensive
to serve with public utilities. The City should continue to encourage the development of
close-in vacant areas where public water and sewer extensions can be installed easily,
efficiently and economically.

Future Land Use

A comparison of the land use statistics of Pocomoke City with those of a typical small
community indicates that the percentage of residential land to total developed land is
almost identical to that of a typical small community. The Pocomoke City
Comprehensive Development Plan should focus on an anticipated growth of roughly 35%
in the population of Pocomoke City over the next 20 years. This means a total growth of
approximately 1,700 persons during the planning period or roughly 23 families per year.
In accordance with current trends, it may be assumed that the additional population will
reside primarily in single family homes at an average density of 4 - 6 units per acre,
which creates a need for a minimum of approximately 95 to 140 acres of residential land
to satisfy the residential needs of the anticipated population. The land designated for
residential purposes within the corporate limits provides an estimated 1 - 1.5 times the
amount of land required for residential use in order to provide a variety of living
environments for families to consider in selecting an area to build a home which best
suits their individual needs and tastes.

Based on its continuing role as a regional focal point for commercial activity and the
possibility of annexing some commercial land along U.S. Route 13, it is anticipated that
Pocomoke City's share of commercial activity will continue at a level substantially above
those of similar size communities. Therefore, it is recommended that commercial
activity within the corporate limits maintain a level of roughly 6 - 10 percent of all
development activity throughout the planning period. This would mean the addition of up
to 23 acres of commercial land during the next 20 years depending on development
demands, and the amount of commercial land that may be annexed. Since the existing
number of commercial acres within the town is already approximately 8 percent of the
projected total developed community in the year 2000, it is felt that the need for
additional commercial land will be minimal during the time frame of the plan and efforts
should be directed toward: (1) maximizing the development potential of existing
commercial areas within the community by directing new commercial businesses into
vacant buildings and redevelopment areas within the downtown area to stimulate the
revitalization of the Central Business District and also into already existing shopping
centers; and (2) the annexation of commercial land outside the present corporate limits
along U.S. Route 13.

From an industrial land use perspective, Pocomoke City appears to be somewhat above

the norm of an average community. However, this is somewhat misleading because
Pocomoke City cannot be regarded as an average community from an industrial
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viewpoint. The Pocomoke City area is currently a major industrial and manufacturing
center for the surrounding region and is directly responsible for the employment of over
950 persons in the manufacturing sector of its economy alone. Therefore, it is to be
reasonably expected that the industrial sector of the economy should account for a
greater percentage of the total developed community than that of comparable
communities.

Even though industrial land use presently accounts for over 10 percent of the total
developed community, the industrial sector of the economy of Pocomoke City has failed
to keep pace with other sectors of the economy over the last ten years. The industrial
sector has remained relatively constant, in terms of land use, while the commercial
sector has tripled in terms of the percentage of the total community. This lack of any
substantial industrial activity within Pocomoke City during the last 10 years as the
community's population has steadily increased and the continued loss of the younger
working force of the community due to a lack of adequate job opportunities has created a
need for a substantial expansion of the industrial sector of the economy during the next
20 years. In an effort to upgrade and expand the industrial sector in hopes of developing
a more balanced and diversified economy for the Pomocoke City area and in order to
fulfill its designated role in the Worcester County Comprehensive Plan as the industrial
center for the county, it is recommended that a minimum of 30 - 80 additional acres of
suitable land be developed for industrial purposes within the planning area during the
next 20 years. The City has recently taken steps in meeting its future industrial land
requirements with the development of approximately 65 acres of industrial property
along Broad Street. o

In September 1980 a report was published which examined the feasibility of implementing
a waterfront redevelopment program in Pocomoke City. This program would build upon
the natural amenities of the riveriront area as well as protect the existing openness and
accessibility of the waterfront, Another goal of the program would be to tie this new
development more closely to the existing Market Street retail and commercial center.
The program would involve some residential and commercial development as well as new
park and open space features.

ROCK HALL, MARYLAND

DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS

Rock Hall, Maryland, is a small town with a 1970 population of 1,101. It is located in
southwestern Kent County, approximately 12 miles southwest of the county seat of
Chestertown. The population of Rock Hall, when compared to State totals, is somewhat
aged with a median age of 34.9 years and with approximately 50 percent of the
population older than 35 years of age. This compares with a state figure of
approximately 40 percent of the population 35 years of age or older and a median age of
27.1 years. County figures indicate that approximately 49 percent of the population of
Kent County is 35 years of age or older. Historical population trends for Rock Hall, Kent
County, the State of Maryland and the U.S. are shown in Table D-19.
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UNITED STATES
% change

MARYLAND
% change

KENT COUNTY
% change

ROCK HALL
% change

TABLE D-19

HISTORICAL POPULATION FOR THE U.S.,
MARYLAND, KENT COUNTY, AND ROCK HALL

1940
132,165,000

1,821,000

13,460

781

(1940-1980)
1950 1960
151,326,000 179,323,000
14.5 18.5
2,343,000 3,100,000
28.6 32.3
13,680 15,480
1.6 13.2
786 1,073
0.6 36.5

1970

203,212,000
13.3

3,922,400
26.5

16,150
4.3

1,101
2.6

1930

226,504,825
11.5

4,216,941
7.5

16,695
3.4

1,511
3.7

By 1970, the population of Rock Hall had increased 2,6 percent over the figure for 1960.
The population of Kent Count increased 4.3 percent and the State figure had increased
26.5 percent over the same period. Total U.S. population over the same period increased
13,3 percent. Population growth in this period in Kent County was markedly lower than
that displayed by state or national trends.

Based upon OBERS Series E population projections for the subregion, the estimated
population growth for Kent County and for Rock Hall is shown in Table D-20. It should
be noted that linear regression techniques applied to the population of Rock Hall yielded
a significantly lower population estimate for the year 2020 only.

TABLE D-20
POPULATION PROJECTIONS FOR ROCK HALL AND KENT COUNTY
(1930-2020)
1980%* 1990 2000 2020

Kent County 16,695 18,400 20,000 24,800
Rock Hall 1,511 1,450 1,600 2,100
(Series E)
Rock Hall 1,571 1,400 1,500 1,800
(Regression)

*The 1980 populations presented for Rock Hall and Kent County are the final counts as
determined by the Bureau of the Census.
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OCCUPATIONAL DISTRIBUTION

The occupational distribution of Rock Hall is centered in several areas, with the Labor,
Sales and Clerical, Services, and Craftwork sectors employing 23.8, 20.7, 20.0 and 17.1
percent of the work force, respectively. This contrasts with the county distribution
which indicates that Sales and Clerical constitute 19.4 percent, Professional and
Managerial represent 17.7 percent, Laborers constitute 16.3 percent, and the Craftsmen
and Foremen constitute 13 percent of the work force. County unemployment in 1970 was
5.9 percent of the work force. Unemployment in the community in 1970 was less than
four percent of the work force unemployed. This figure compares with the County and
State percentage of 5.9 and 3.2, respectively in Table D-21.

INCOME CHARACTERISTICS

Individual median income in the community of Rock Hall in 1970 was $1,500, with median
family income at approximately $6,406, and 14.7 percent of the families below the
poverty level as shown in Table D-21. Individual median income in the County in 1970
was $1,630 with a median family income of 57,636, Only 12.9 percent of the families in
the County were defined to be below the poverty level in 1970. Individual median income
at the State level in 1970 was significantly higher at $3,099 with the median family
income also significantly higher at $11,063 with only 7.7 percent of the families below
the poverty level. Based upon OBERS Series E per capita income projections, the
compound annual growth rate of per capita income for the period 1980-2020 for Rock
Hall and Kent County is projected to be 2.9 percent,

EDUCATIONAL CHARACTERISTICS

In 1970, approximately 80 percent of the population aged 25 years or older had not
completed high school. This compares with county and state figures of 63 and 48
percent, respectively.

HOUSING CHARACTERISTICS

The number of housing units in Rock Hall in 1970 was 473 with a median gross value of
rent of $74 per month and a median value of owner occupied housing of $12,359 as shown
in Table D-21. County totals valued median gross rent at $85 per month with a median
value of owner occupied homes in 1970 of $13,100. This contrasts distinctly with state
figures of $127 per month for median gross rent and a median value of owner occupied
housing of $18,800.

INDUSTRIAL EMPLOYMENT

As shown in Table D-22, the majority of employment in Rock Hall occurs in the area of
Wholesale and Retail Trade closely followed by the Construction and Manufacturing
sectors, with emphasis on marine related activities in this latter category. Note should
be made that while employment information on the fisheries sector was not available,
this sector is very important to the local economy. The Construction and Manufacturing
sectors differ markedly from county and state figures as seen in Table D-22. This may
be a function of the skill composition reflected in Table D-21 which indicates a definite
lack of professional and technical workers with a rather high proportion of relatively
low-skilled workers in both the community and the county.
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TABLE D-21

DEMOGRAPHIC AND SOCIO-ECONOMIC CHARACTERISTICS
FOR ROCK HALL, KENT COUNTY, AND MARYLAND

(1970)

DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS ROCK HALL KENT COUNTY MARYLAND
Population 1,101 | 16,150 3,922,400
Median Age 34.9 29.6 27.1
Percent 35 years or older 50 49.4 40.0
OQCCUPATIONAL DISTRIBUTION*
Prof. Managerial 9.0 17.7 27.6
Craftsmen, Foremen 17.1 13.0 13,7
Operatives (incl. transportanon) 8.1 16.8 13.3
Labor (incl. farm) 23.8 16.3 4.6
Farm Managers 1.3 4.8 0.7
Services 20.0 11.6 11.6
Sales and Clerlcal 20.7 19.4 28.1
Unemployed 3.9 5.9 3.2
INCOME CHARACTERISTICS
Median Individual Income $1,500 $1,630 153,099
Median Family Income $6,406 $7,636 §11,063
Percent of families below 14.7 12.9 7.7

poverty level
EDUCATIONAL CHARACTERISTICS
Percent of individuals 25 years 19.7 37.0 52.3

or older with High School completion
HOUSING CHARACTERISTICS
Year-round housing units 473 6,049 1,234,469
Median gross value of rent $74/month $85/month $127/month
Median value of owner-occupied

housing $12,359 $13,100 $18,800
Percent of units moved into

in last 5 years T 38 40.2 52.2

*Based on Percent of Labor Force Aged 16 Years or Older.
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TABLE D-22

ROCK HALL 1970 INDUSTRIAL EMPLOYMENT
(Work Force 16 Yrs. or Older)

SECTOR ROCK HALL (%) KENT COUNTY (%) MARYLAND (%)
Construction 15.5 9.3 6.6
Manufacturing 14.2 20.1 19.5
Public Utilities & Transportation 5.8 3.6 6.8
Wholesale & Retail Trade 19.6 18.4 19.2
- F.IL.LR.E. & Repair Services* 4.5 4.9 8.5
Professional & Related Services 8.8 10.6 12.3
Educational Services 4.9 10.1 a.1
Public Administration 3.1 3.6 13.5
Other 23.6 19.1 5.5
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0

*F.LR.E. is an acronym for Finance, Insurance, and Real Estate,

Though unemployment does not appear to be substantially greater in Kent County than in -
the State of Maryland, in general, the county work force has been designated since

August 1972 as substantially and persistently unemployed by the Department of

Commerce Economic Development Administration,

TRANSPORTATION
Railroads

Under an agreement with Penn Central in 1976, the Maryland Department of
Transportation (DOT) took over the operation of certain branch lines on the eastern shore
of Maryland. DOT in turn entered into several short line operating agreements to have
those lines operated under DOT subsidy as the Maryland - Delaware Railroad Company.
One of these lines, the Townsend-Chestertown line, serves Chestertown twice weekly and
is the closest rail service available to Rock Hall. This line from Chestertown connects
with a Conrail line at Townsend, Delaware, for all points north.

Highways

The highway system serving Kent County includes U.S. Route 301, a dual lane highway
which crosses the east end of the County and provides a through, north-south route
extending from the New Jersey Turnpike across the Chesapeake Bay Bridges and thence
southward to Florida. Route 213 is a two lane State highway which runs from the lower
east end of the County to the north end of the County and connects with U.S, Route 301
and U.S. Route 50 to the south and U.S. Route 40 to the north. Route 291, a two lane
State highway, runs east and west across the County. Route 291 connects with Route
213 and U.S, Route 301 and provides access to Dover, Delaware, and U.S. Route 13,
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The basic street system in Rock Hall is formed by Maryland Routes 20 and 445, which
connect Rock Hall with the county seat at Chestertown (approximately 15 miles to the
east), Tolchester Beach to the north and Eastern Neck to the south. The heaviest traffic
flow occurs on Route 20 in the direction of Chestertown where volume approximates
3,000 vehicles per day. Except in the immediate vicinity of Rock Hall itself, most of the
streets related to this basic system are discontinuous, dead ending in various waterways
and marshy water areas or deteriorating into dirt trails. Many of the residential streets
have never been developed and thus much of the land area around the town is
inaccessible,

Truck Service

The American Motor Carrier Directory lists 10 motor freight common carriers of general
commodities authorized to serve Kent County with truckioad and/or less-than-truckload
service,

Bus Service
Trailways furnishes Kent County with daily interstate bus service that provides
connections with any major point. Both local and long distance schedules are available

including through bus service to Philadelphia and New York. Through bus service from
Chestertown to New York requires less than four hours travel time.

Water Transportation

Rock Hall Harbor is used extensively by fish and oyster boats with the major commodity
shown in Table D-23 to be fish products. The remainder of Kent County's waterways are
infrequently used for commercial transportation. Aside from occasional visits by
petroleum tankers and grain barges to Chestertown, traffic on the rivers is primarily
recreational.

Rock Hall Harbor itself has an approach channel 10 feet in depth and 100 feet wide and
measuring 2,000 feet from the entrance through the breakwater to the center of that
portion of the channel of the same depth that has been dredged parallel to the harbor
terminals. The harbor is extensively developed with marinas, repair yards, marine
facilities for the unloading and loading of seafood, an ice manufacturing plant and
facilities for obtaining fuel, water, provisions, and motel accommodations.

Outside the harbor itself, much of the shoreline is marshy with water depths of six feet
reached only at distances of 500 feet or more from the shore. As a result, only facilities
for small boats have been developed in the major marina located outside of the harbor at
the end of Rock Hall Road in the Gratitude area. This facility has a restaurant, marine
supply store, boat slips, fuel and boat rentals.

The Chester River has a 13-foot channel which permits small oil tankers and grain barges
to serve Chestertown. The Port of Cambridge, approximately 50 miles south of
Chestertown, is the nearest deepwater port to Kent County. The Port of Baltimore is
located approximately 50 miles from Rock Hall.
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TABLE D-23

ROCK HALL 1980 WATERBORNE COMMERCE

HARBOR OR WATERWAY COMMODITY TONS

Rock Hall Harbor, MD 0911 Fresh Fish, Except Shellfish 63
0912 Shellfish, Except Prepared 308
Total : 371

SOURCE: Waterborne Commerce Statistics of the United States, calendar year 1980,
Department of the Army, Corps of Engineers, February 1982.

NOTE: No Commerce was reported in calendar year 1981.
Air Service

Baltimore-Washington International Airport is located approximately 55 miles from Rock
Hall. There are more than 300 daily flights providing direct and connecting service to
hundreds of domestic and overseas destinations. All scheduled airlines operating at
Baltimore-Washington International also carry air freight. In addition, scheduled air-
cargo freight service is available between BWI and numerous points.

The Greater Wilmington Airport is approximately 60 miles from Rock Hall, Altair
Airlines provides six flights in and out every day., Air freight service is also provided at
the Airport. There are two 7,000-foot and two 5,000-foot runways at the Airport.
Scheduled air taxi service is available.

COMMUNICATIONS

Postal Facilities

Kent County is served by 11 post offices. The largest is a first class facility in
Chestertown. The County also has two second class, five third class and three fourth
class offices. Rock Hall itself has a second class post office.

Telephone Services

The Chesapeake and Potomac Telephone Company of Maryland, provides telephone
service for the entire County. Nationwide direct distance dialing is one of the services
available to customers. Western Union, IT&T and Comsat also provide
telecommunications services.

Radio and Television

Radio reception is excellent from Baltimore, Washington, D.C., Philadelphia, Wilmington,
Dover and eastern shore stations. There is one radio station in Kent County - WC IR
(Chestertown) - which is a 250 watt station. Television reception is excellent on all
national networks from Baltimore and Washington, D.C.
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Newspapers

There is one weekly newspaper published in Kent County, the Kent County News, with a
paid circulation of approximately 7,100. In addition to this newspaper, the County is also
served by daily and Sunday papers from Baltimore, Washington, D.C., Wilmington,
Philadelphia, and New York,

UTILITIES

Electricity and Gas

The Delmarva Power and Light Company of Maryland supplies electricity to most of the
towns and developed areas of the County. The distribution system of the Choptank
Electric Cooperative is interconnected with Delmarva Power and Light Company of
Maryland and provides electrical service to the rural portions of the County not served
by the Delmarva Power and Light Company. Propane gas and fuel oil is available in Kent
County from local dealers and distributors.

Water and Sewerage

There are municipal water systems in Betterton, Chestertown, Fairlee, Galena,
Kennedyville, and Rock Hall. The Rock Hall water system has a rated plant capacity of
500,000 gallons per day. Water is pumped from three wells and stored in a 125,000 gallon
elevated tank. The water distribution system serves all of the present development in
the town as well as some of the housing along Route 20 to the east. Outside of the town
limits, houses and businesses must rely upon individual on-site wells for their water
supply. It appears that the present groundwater resources have sufficient reserve
potential to accommodate growth in and near the town to the year 1985.

There are municipal sewerage systems in Betterton, Chestertown, Fairlee, Galena,
Kennedyville, Millington, and Rock Hall, Rock Hall's system is the lagoon type. This
system provides secondary treatment and has a plant capacity of approximately 250,000
gallons.

COUNTY SERVICES

County police protection is provided by the sheriff and deputies, the Maryland State
Police, and municipal pblice service. The Sheriff has one part time and three full time
deputies. The State Police maintains a force in Kent County with headquarters in
Chestertown, The municipal police force of Chestertown consists of six full time
policemen. Rock Hall also provides police protection.

Fire protection is provided by six volunteer municipal fire departments throughout the
county. The six stations are located in Betterton, Chestertown, Galena, Kennedyville,
Millington, and Rock Hall. In addition, mutual aid arrangements exist with stations in
the communities of Church Hill, Crumpton, Centreville, and Sudlersville in Queen Anne's
County, and with Cecilton in Cecil County, Twenty-four hour ambulance service is
provided by rescue companies from all of the county fire departments.
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The Town of Rock Hall has regular refuse collection twice every week. Most areas of
the County contract for service by commercial trash companies. Three county sanitary
landfills are available for waste disposal.

EDUCATIONAL SERVICES

The educational program in Kent County includes grades kindergarten-12. There are a
total of eight public schools having a total enrollment of approximately 2,700 students.
There are three non-public schools in the county with a total estimated enrollment of
230. Rock Hall itself has two schools - one elementary and one high school having a total
enrollment of approximately 560 students. These schools are located in the vicinity of
Catholic, Main, and Boundary Avenues. )

There are a number of. institutions providing higher learning in the area. Washington
College, a four-year liberal arts and sciences institution, with an enrollment of
approximately 800 students, is located in Chestertown. Chesapeake College serves Kent,
Queen Anne's and Talbot Counties and has an enrollment of approximately 1,400
students. It is located approximately 22 miles south of Chestertown. Vocational,
technical and industrial training programs also exist in the County.

HEALTH SERVICES

Hospital and medical care is provided by a number of institutions. The Kent and Queen
Anne's General Hospital is a nonprofit facility located in Chestertown. It is a fully
accredited 80 bed facility and provides general medical, surgical, and obstetrical
services, emergency room service, and coronary care unit service. The Kent County
Health Department located in Chestertown, provides health services for the County in
cooperation with the Maryland Department of Health and Mental Hygiene.

CULTURAL INSTITUTIONS

Libraries and Churches

The Kent County Public Library, located in Chestertown, currently operates in a 1,900
square foot facility., The library has a book collection of more than 21,000 volumes.
Churches representing most major dénominations are located in Kent County. Rock Hall
. itself possesses several churches of various denominations.

Historic Sites
There are 18 sites in the Rock Hall area which are considered to be of significance to the
history of the town and county and which will be submitted for inclusion in the National

Register of Historic Places. One of these sites, Hinchingham, is currently listed in the
National Register.
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In terms of reported archeological sites in the vicinity (approximately a one mile radius)
of Rock Hall, the Maryland Geological Survey has indicated that there are six currently
reported of medium sensitivity (i.e., may be eligible for inclusion in the National
Register). The Maryland Geological Survey also notes that there is a high potennal for
significant archeological resources within Rock Hall due to its use as a landing in the
early 17th century.

LAND USE

Existing Land Use

Early development of Kent County was devoted almost exclusively to the conversion of
wooded land to agricultural use. Several early settlements were established on the
waterways as shipment points for agricultural products. Those settlements grew into the
towns of Chestertown on the Chester River, and Georgetown and Betterton on the
Sassafras River. Rock Hall, with a good harbor off the Bay, grew as a center for fishing
and boat building.

In general, the development pattern of Kent County is characterized by clusters around
towns, widely scattered strips and patches of non-farm residences in the undeveloped
areas of the county. Much of the future residential, commercial and industrial
development will be encouraged near the towns where public services can most
conveniently and economically be provided. The county projects that farm residences
will continue to decline.

Existing land use in Kent County is shown in Table D-24. The table indicates that less
than seven percent of the total county area is developed. Agriculture occupies by far the
greatest percentage of area. It is significant to note that almost as much land is used for
streets and roads as for single-family residences. Approximately 25 percent of the total
developed residential area lies within, or within one mile of the towns of Chestertown,
Rock Hall, Betterton and Millington. Even if the developed area triples by the year 1990,
only a very small percentage of the County will be developed.

TABLE D-24
ROCK HALL AND KENT COUNTY LAND USE

KENT COUNTY! " ROCK HALL 2
PERCENT OF PERCENT OF

TYPE QF LAND USE ACRES DEV. AREA ACRES DEV. AREA
Total Residential 2,338 24.5 104.6 52.0
Total Commercial 443 . 3.8 8.5 3.5
Total Industrial 152 1.3 9.6 3.0
Public & Semi-Public 5,278 44,3 28.4 10.5
Streets & Roads 2,392 20.3 50.8 31.0

1 Represents Land Use in Kent County as of 1970,
Represents Land Use in Rock Hall as of 1965.
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The existing land use in Rock Hall for each major category is also shown in Table D-24.
The table demonstrates the predominance of residential uses in the community.
Residential categories constitute 52 percent of the total of developed land in the
planning area. The next largest use of land (exclusive of streets) is the public and semi-
public category. Of the total developed land, 48 p