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The Commerce, Justice, Science, and Related Agencies Sub-
committee has jurisdiction over numerous agencies responsible for
enforcing trade laws; promoting U.S. economic interests; bolstering
innovation and manufacturing; forecasting the weather; combating
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drug trafficking, violent crime, financial fraud, terrorism, espio-
nage, and cybercrime; exploring space; and advancing science. The
activities of these agencies and offices impact nearly every Amer-
ican and are integral to the operations of our Government.

The Commerce, Justice, Science, and Related Agencies Appro-
priations Act, 2027, provides a total of $77,341,000,000 in discre-
tionary budget authority for fiscal year 2027. Within this amount,
non-defense spending totals $70,107,000,000 and defense spending
totals $7,234,000,000. To reduce the size of the Federal Govern-
ment and ensure that agencies funded herein are focused on mis-
sions that serve the American people without wasting and abusing
hard-earned tax dollars, this bill prioritizes funding for critical
agencies.

FUNDING AGENCIES AT FISCALLY RESPONSIBLE LEVELS

To support investments in Federal priorities such as national se-
curity, law enforcement in our communities, and administering just
detention and correctional systems, the bill right-sizes agencies and
programs by scaling back unsustainable spending levels and cut-
ting programs that have become agency slush funds and social jus-
tice initiatives. In addition, the bill continues funding, at fiscally
responsible levels, for trade enforcement, economic development,
innovation and manufacturing initiatives, efforts to protect the se-
curity and rights of all Americans, fundamental scientific research,
and space exploration. Many agencies with important missions are
subject to reductions, because Congress must act immediately to re-
verse the unsustainable growth of the Federal Government. Lim-
ited funding increases in the bill are focused on key national inter-
ests, including combating the scourge of fentanyl and safeguarding
national security to counter China’s growing influence. In addition
to countering the unchecked and reckless growth of the Federal
Government, the Committee is determined to reduce the negative
impact of the Federal Government on Americans’ lives.

MAINTAINING DOMINANCE OVER CHINA AND ADVANCING AMERICAN
LEADERSHIP IN SPACE

The bill includes funding for the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration (NASA), to support the critical Artemis program
and continued American leadership in space.

National Aeronautics and Space Administration.—The bill sus-
tains the fiscal year 2026 enacted level of funding for NASA of
$24,438,336,000 and commends NASA on a successful Artemis II
crewed launch and mission. Artemis II's success represents the be-
ginning of a new era of American human space exploration, wit-
nessed around the world. To continue advancing the Artemis Cam-
paign and U.S. leadership in space, the bill:

¢ Provides strong funding supporting the Artemis Campaign
architecture, including the Space Launch System and Orion
crew vehicle;

e Continues funding for critical science missions that ad-
vance the understanding of the solar system;

e Supports critical investments in aeronautics research pro-
grams to improve aircraft efficiencies and innovation; and

e Advances American leadership in low-Earth orbit by fully
funding the International Space Station, the new generation of
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American low-Earth orbit stations, and the U.S. Deorbit Vehi-
cle.

FIGHTING FRAUD

To bring to justice nefarious actors that defraud the Government
and unlawfully abuse American taxpayer dollars, the bill fully sup-
ports the Department of Justice’s (DOJ) National Fraud Enforce-
ment Division. For far too long, fraudsters operated in the shad-
ows. The bill provides $30,000,000 to the National Fraud Enforce-
ment Division to ensure resources are available to hunt down and
prosecute the misuse of hard-earned dollars.

SUPPORTING STATE AND LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT

In order to support the men and women that serve and protect
communities across the nation, the bill makes significant invest-
ments in programs to bolster State and local law enforcement ef-
forts including the Edward Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance
Grant program and the Community Oriented Policing Services
(COPS) Hiring program. In total, the bill provides State and Local
Law Enforcement Activities $4,156,544,000.

SUPPORTING SECOND AMENDMENT RIGHTS

Second Amendment rights for all Americans continue to be a
hallmark for the Subcommittee on Commerce, Justice, Science, and
Related Agencies. This bill strongly supports this right by:

e Incorporating restrictions to address the previous Adminis-
tration’s overreach at the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms
and Explosives (ATF) and eliminates wasteful and potentially
unlawful programs and activities at the agency;

e Fully supporting the Second Amendment Section office
within DOJ;

e Prohibiting the use of funds to enforce numerous previous
rulemakings, including, but not limited to ATF’s rules on pistol
braces;

e Addressing the ATF’s treatment of Federal firearms licens-
ees (FFLs) while ensuring it stays focused on its mission of
serving the industries it regulates; and

e Prioritizing meaningful reductions in National Firearms
Act (NFA) processing times.

RESOURCES TO COMBAT FENTANYL

The fentanyl crisis is unlike any other drug problem in U.S. his-
tory. It is plaguing our towns, cities, States, and country. Prac-
tically speaking, fentanyl deaths are more akin to mass poisonings
than drug overdoses. Addressing the fentanyl crisis and the role of
transnational criminal organizations (TCOs) in drug trafficking is
a top priority for both the Committee and this Congress. The bill
increases the DOJ’s Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) by
$243,260,000, or 9 percent above the fiscal year 2026 enacted level
to $2,823,600,000.

The bill also includes $483,735,000 for the DOJ’s Interagency
Law Enforcement account to enhance multi-agency efforts to com-
bat TCOs and reduce the availability of illicit drugs by identifying,
dismantling, and prosecuting drug trafficking and money laun-
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dering operations. For State and local assistance to address
fentanyl, the bill includes $406,000,000 for Comprehensive Addic-
tion and Recovery Act grants, of which:

e $30,000,000 is for dedicated to local and regional efforts to
prevent substance use and misuse in support of organizations
doing the hard work of countering opioid use at the local level;
and

e $35,000,000 is for the Prescription Drug Monitoring Pro-
gram (PDMP).

SUPPORTING THE BUREAU OF PRISONS AND THE UNITED STATES
MARSHALS SERVICE

To support incarceration and the correctional workers respon-
sible for the mnation’s inmate population, the bill provides
$8,225,000,000 for Bureau of Prisons (BOP) Salaries and Expenses
which is $125,000,000 above the fiscal year 2026 enacted level. It
also rejects the request to rescind funding for a new Federal Cor-
rectional Institute in Letcher, Kentucky. The bill also provides
$4,745,363,000 for the United States Marshals Service (USMS)
which is $799,363,000 above the fiscal year 2026 enacted level.

OVERSIGHT AND BUDGET REVIEW

In furtherance of the Committee’s oversight responsibilities and
to protect hard-earned taxpayer dollars, the Committee has in-
cluded language that:

¢ Requires quarterly reporting of unobligated balances.

e Requires agencies procuring sensitive information tech-
nology systems to conduct supply chain risk assessments.

e Requires contractors and grantees receiving more than
$5,000,000 to certify that they are not delinquent on their Fed-
eral taxes.

e Requires agencies to submit spending plans for the Com-
mittee’s review.

¢ Requires agencies to notify the Committee of project cost
overruns and mitigation plans.

Paper Reduction Efforts.—The Committee urges the Department
of Commerce, DOJ, NASA, and the National Science Foundation
(NSF) to work with the Office of Management and Budget (OMB)
to reduce printing and reproduction costs and directs each agency
to report to the Committee, no later than 60 days after the enact-
ment of this Act, on the steps it has taken to achieve this goal. The
report should specifically identify how much funding each agency
expects to save by implementing these measures.

Outcome-based reviews.—The Committee supports: (1) the con-
duct of outcome-based program and operational reviews consistent
with the Government Performance and Results Modernization Act
of 2010; (2) the review of existing regulations, internal policies, and
administrative requirements to identify outdated, duplicative, or
unnecessarily burdensome provisions; and (3) the identification of
opportunities for cost savings, administrative streamlining, and im-
proved program delivery. Not later than 90 days after the date of
enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Commerce, Attorney Gen-
eral, and the leadership of all other agencies funded in this act
shall submit a report to the Committee on capacity to strengthen
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performance management, regulatory review, and oversight prac-
tices to better align spending with measurable outcomes.

Timely Responses to Committee Inquiries and Reporting Dead-
lines.—The Committee directs each of the agencies funded by this
Act to respond to all Questions for the Record and requests for re-
ports or briefings described in this report by the designated dead-
line with all required information.

Federal Employee Conduct.—Public service is a public trust that
requires Federal employees to place ethical principles above private
gain. The Code of Federal Regulations (5 Fed. Reg. 2635.101) speci-
fies the basic obligation of public service. Each of the agencies
funded in the Act shall ensure their employees understand and are
in compliance with this obligation.

REPROGRAMMING PROCEDURES

Section 505 of the bill contains language concerning the re-
programming of funds between programs, projects, and activities.
The Committee reminds the departments and agencies funded in
this bill that the reprogramming process is based on comity be-
tween the Congress and the Executive Branch. This process is in-
tended to provide departments and agencies enough flexibility to
meet changing circumstances and emergent requirements not
known at the time of congressional review of the budget while pre-
serving congressional priorities and intent. In the absence of comity
and respect for the prerogatives of the Appropriations Committees
and the Congress in general, the Committee may opt to include
specific program limitations and details in legislation and remove
language providing the flexibility to reallocate funds. Under these
circumstances, programs, projects, and activities become absolutes
and the Executive Branch shall lose the ability to propose changes
in the use of appropriated funds except through legislative action.
Each department and agency funded in this Act shall follow the di-
rections set forth in this bill and this report and shall not reallo-
cate resources or reorganize activities except as provided herein.
Reprogramming procedures shall apply to funds provided in this
Act, unobligated balances from previous appropriations Acts that
are available for obligation or expenditure in fiscal year 2027, and
non-appropriated resources such as fee collections that are used to
meet program requirements in fiscal year 2027. As specified in sec-
tion 505, the Committee expects that the Appropriations Sub-
committees on Commerce, Justice, Science, and Related Agencies of
the House and Senate will be notified by letter a minimum of 30
days prior to any reprogramming of funds that—

(1) creates or initiates a new program, project, or activity;

(2) eliminates a program, project, or activity;

(3) increases funds or personnel by any means for any project or
activity for which funds have been denied or restricted;

(4) relocates an office or employees;

(5) reorganizes or renames offices, programs, or activities;

(6) contracts out or privatizes any functions or activities pres-
ently performed by Federal employees;

(7) augments existing programs, prOJects or activities more than
$500,000 or 5 percent, whichever is less, or reduces by 5 percent
funding for any program, project, or act1v1ty, or numbers of per-
sonnel by 5 percent; or
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(8) results from any general savings, including savings from a re-
duction in personnel, which would result in a change in existing
programs, projects, or activities as approved by Congress.

Any reprogramming request shall include any out-year budgetary
impacts and a separate accounting of program or mission impacts
on estimated carryover funds. The Committee further expects any
department or agency funded in this bill that plans a reduction-in
force to notify the Committee by letter at least 30 days in advance
of the date of any such planned personnel action.

RELATIONSHIP WITH BUDGET AND COMPTROLLER OFFICES

Through the years the Appropriations Committee has channeled
most of its inquiries and requests for information and assistance
through the budget offices or comptroller organizations of the var-
ious departments, agencies, and commissions. Such relationships
are necessary to accomplish the work of the Committee. While the
Committee reserves the right to call upon all organizations in the
departments, agencies, and commissions for information and assist-
ance, the primary contact between the Committee and these enti-
ties must be through the budget offices and comptroller organiza-
tions, or through a legislative affairs unit designated by the Com-
mittee to work on appropriations and budget matters.

The workload generated in the budget process is large and grow-
ing; therefore, a positive, responsive relationship between the Com-
mittee and the budget and/or comptroller offices is essential for the
Committee to fulfill the constitutional appropriations responsibil-
ities of Congress.

TITLE I
DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

INTERNATIONAL TRADE ADMINISTRATION
OPERATIONS AND ADMINISTRATION

The recommendation includes $440,000,000 in total resources for
the International Trade Administration (ITA). This amount is off-
set by $20,000,000 in estimated fee collections, resulting in a direct
appropriation of  $420,000,000. The recommendation is
$142,000,000 below the fiscal year 2026 enacted level.

Assistant Secretary of Commerce for Travel and Tourism.—The
recommendation includes up to $3,500,000 to carry out activities
associated with sections 604 and 605 of the Visit America Act, Pub-
lic Law 117-328.

Antidumping and Countervailing Duties (AD/CVD) Evasion.—
The Committee applauds ITA’s commitment to protecting Ameri-
cans from wunfair trade practices, such as dumping and
countervailable subsidies. The Committee directs ITA to submit a
report, no later than 180 days after the enactment of this Act, out-
lining ITA’s efforts to counteract the use of third countries for
transshipment by state-backed industries and producers to evade
U.S. AD/CVD laws. Within the report, the Committee encourages
ITA to recommend congressional actions that would be beneficial to
counteracting AD/CVD evasion.
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American Al Exports Program.—The Committee applauds the
Administration’s decision to develop and implement the American
Al Exports Program. The Committee believes that the success of
the Program depends on ITA’s ability to pursue an expansive im-
plementation approach that includes the domestic manufacturing
ecosystem essential to the production of Al technologies. The Com-
mittee directs ITA to incorporate semiconductor manufacturing
technologies, mature-node semiconductors, and energy and environ-
mental control technologies into the Program’s scope. The Com-
mittee encourages the coordination of resources and expertise from
across the Department of Commerce in the execution of the Pro-
gram.

United States-India Trade.—The Committee directs the Sec-
retary of Commerce, in coordination with relevant Federal part-
ners, to submit to the Committee not later than 270 days after the
enactment of this Act, a report assessing the value of United
States-India trade to the United States economy. The report should
include analysis on the number of Americans employed as a result
of the trade partnership and its impact regionally and by business
sector. In addition, it should identify barriers to trade and invest-
ment, evaluate the progress of relevant trade initiatives, and make
recommendations to strengthen fair and reciprocal trade consistent
with the United States’ economic and strategic interests.

Rules of Origin and Free Trade Agreements (FTAs).—The Com-
mittee acknowledges ITA’s role in educating United States export-
ers on rules of origin and regional value concepts to help them
qualify for preferential treatment under FTAs. The Committee
notes that inconsistent understanding of rules of origin across the
supply chain increases compliance risk, undermines confidence in
FTA utilization, and may expose U.S. exporters to retroactive duty
assessments and enforcement actions. The Committee directs ITA
to develop a strategy to broaden its education efforts related to
rules of origin beyond exporters to include the upstream supply
chain. The strategy shall include measurable outreach targets, dig-
ital training modules, and coordination with industry associations
and trusted trader programs. The Committee directs ITA to finalize
and provide a briefing on this strategy no later than 180 days after
the enactment of this Act.

Shipbuilding and Maintenance Supply Chain.—The Committee
notes the economic and strategic importance of the U.S. ship-
building and maintenance sector and awaits the related report re-
quired by the Joint Explanatory Statement accompanying Public
Law 119-74. The Committee directs ITA, within 90 days of the en-
actment of this Act, to submit a follow-up report on the economic
feasibility to manufacture the parts and components identified in
the aforementioned report. This follow up report shall include an
analysis of existing U.S. manufacturing capacity for the parts and
components, including pipe spool/block fabrication plants; previous
Federal incentives that supported the commercial viability of those
U.S. manufacturers; and recommendations for new financial fund-
ing or incentives that would support new investments in the
United States.

Essential Medical Products.—The United States’ manufacturing
capacity for essential medical products is at serious risk due to or-
ganized efforts by Chinese manufacturers to enter the U.S. market.
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The current shift toward purchasing Chinese-made health care
supplies is drastic and occurring at a pace that will leave U.S. hos-
pitals dependent on Chinese supplied products. The Committee
supports efforts to address this issue and protect national security
and vulnerable domestic supply chains for critical industries, such
as those that supply critical medical supplies like needles and sy-
ringes. The Committee directs ITA, in collaboration with other
agencies as appropriate, to provide a briefing, no later than 90 days
after the enactment of this Act, on ITA’s supply chain analysis and
risk assessments related to the domestic medical supply chain, and
how the Department’s industry analysis can inform policy actions
to resolve medical supply chain challenges.

BUREAU OF INDUSTRY AND SECURITY
OPERATIONS AND ADMINISTRATION

The recommendation includes $450,000,000 for the Bureau of In-
dustry and Security (BIS), which is $215,000,000 above the fiscal
year 2026 enacted level.

Technical Advisory Committees (TACs).—The Committee recog-
nizes that export controls developed in consultation with U.S. in-
dustry are more likely to be clear, technically sound, precisely tar-
geted, and effective at advancing national security objectives with-
out imposing unnecessary costs on American companies and work-
ers. The TACs established under the Export Control Reform Act
are among the only formal mechanisms through which industry
can provide BIS with real-world technical expertise, market intel-
ligence, and feedback on the practical impact of proposed and exist-
ing controls. The Committee is concerned that TACs and other in-
dustry consultation forums have been underutilized in recent
years, even as BIS has undertaken significant new policies affect-
ing the U.S. industrial base. The Committee encourages BIS to in-
crease its engagement with industry through the regular and
meaningful use of TACs and other consultation forums. The Com-
mittee directs BIS to provide a report no later than 180 days after
the enactment of this Act on steps taken to strengthen industry
consultation in the development and implementation of export con-
trol policies.

IT and Data Improvement.—The recommendation includes not
less than $16,000,000 for BIS to complete IT modernization and
data integration to support export control enforcement and admin-
istration, of which, not less than $5,000,000 is for the procurement
and deployment of commercial datasets, data fusion, and data shar-
ing capabilities. This effort shall integrate commercial intelligence
with Federal export records and any other necessary data to estab-
lish, to the extent practicable, the chain of custody for controlled
items, with a priority on advanced semiconductors. As part of this
effort, BIS is directed to coordinate with U.S. Customs and Border
Protection to address data limitations within the Automated Ex-
port System (AES), such that the AES captures the full Export
Control Classification Number and subparagraph for all controlled
items. The Committee expects BIS to utilize these new data re-
sources to develop advanced regulatory concepts capable of address-
ing evolving evasion patterns.
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Multilateralization and Enforcement of Export Controls.—The
Committee recognizes the importance of international outreach and
end-use monitoring to achieve effective multilateralization and en-
forcement of U.S. export controls. The Committee supports the hir-
ing of additional Export Control Officers (ECOs), increased ECO
end-use checks abroad, and efforts by BIS to promote international
alignment of export control policies.

Foundry Due Diligence—The Committee directs BIS to conduct
an analysis to identify opportunities to strengthen due diligence re-
quirements for allied manufacturers of advanced logic or high-
bandwidth memory chips. The analysis shall include a review of
relevant third-party data and reports, as well as a comprehensive
assessment of both classified and open-source information. The
analysis shall also assess whether the export of high-bandwidth
memory units should be further restricted to avoid diversion to the
People’s Republic of China and whether integrated circuits with
less than 30 billion transistors can exceed the performance thresh-
olds in Export Control Classification Number 3A090.a. The Com-
mittee directs BIS to incorporate findings from this analysis into
updates to technical and customer due diligence requirements for
advanced logic and high-bandwidth memory chipmakers, to the ex-
tent practicable. The Committee further directs BIS to provide a
report no later than 270 days after the enactment of this Act on
the results of the analysis and an explanation of steps BIS is tak-
ing ensure the efficacy of foundry due diligence requirements.

EcoNoMIC DEVELOPMENT ADMINISTRATION

The recommendation includes $322,500,000 for the programs and
administrative expenses of the Economic Development Administra-
tion (EDA), which is $143,500,000 below the fiscal year 2026 en-
acted level.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS

The recommendation includes $256,500,000 for Economic Devel-
opment Assistance Programs (EDAP). The recommendation distrib-
utes the funds as follows:

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS

(In thousands of dollars)

Amount
Program ($000)

Economic Adjustment Assistance 39,500
Assistance to Coal Communities 90,000
Assistance to Indigenous Communities 5,000
Regional Innovation Program Grants 50,000
RECOMPETE Pilot Program 31,000
Regional Technology Innovation Hubs 41,000

Total, Economic Development Assistance Programs 256,500

Economic Development Assistance Programs.—The fiscal year
2026 recommendations for EDAP reflect reduced congressional sup-
port.

Regional Innovation Program (RIP).—Within funds provided for
the Regional Innovation Program, also referred to as Build to
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Scale, EDA shall award not less than 40 percent of grants to sup-
port rural communities.

Economic Assistance for Communities.—Economic and commu-
nity development funding provided by other agencies can have even
more impact if they are utilized in conjunction with other Federal
funding sources, such as EDA. The Committee therefore encour-
ages EDA to treat as acceptable funds any funding provided by
other Federal programs which are explicitly authorized to be used
for any required non-federal share of the cost of a project so that
funding from both agencies may be used, if necessary, and to the
extent permitted by law.

Coal Commaunities.—To diversify and enhance economic opportu-
nities within the Appalachian region and within other regions
across the country that have been economically impacted by job
losses in coal mining, plant operations, and related supply chains,
the Committee expects EDA to work creatively to transform his-
toric and transitioning coal communities.

New Markets Tax Credits.—The Committee encourages EDA to
work with other project financing sources such as the New Markets
Tax Credits program in a more cooperative fashion. The New Mar-
kets Tax Credits program provides private capital into projects that
can also benefit from EDA investments. As such, EDA Regional Of-
fices should accommodate this private investment in a more flexi-
ble and cooperative manner, better enabling projects to utilize both
New Markets Tax Credits and EDA investments.

Capacity Building for Business Districts.—Business districts
drive entrepreneurship, local business ownership, economic growth,
and job creation. They are an essential part of the economic devel-
opment ecosystem for towns, cities, and rural communities. Local
business district organizations are well positioned to provide tech-
nical assistance to drive job creation and job retention in these
communities but often face significant challenges in accessing EDA
funds due to the relatively small scale and highly local scope of
their operations. To help overcome these challenges, increase effi-
ciency, and minimize administrative costs, the recommendation in-
cludes up to $5,000,000 for a Capacity Building for Business Dis-
tricts Pilot Program. EDA shall consider making competitive
awards to national nonprofit organizations with demonstrated ex-
perience supporting local business districts to provide capacity-
building grants, technical assistance, and training to local business
district organizations.

Promoting Economic Resilience.—The Committee recognizes the
importance of the Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy
(CEDS) documents for economic resilience and ensuring regions
can deal with disruption, spur economic growth, and increase em-
ployment. The Committee encourages EDA to explore ways to help
communities with implementing their CEDS and connecting them
to relevant resources or support. The Committee also encourages
EDA to support counties and cities in working together to create
new Economic Development Districts to ensure better regional co-
ordination.

Aeronautics.—The Committee encourages EDA to consider eco-
nomic development opportunities in communities looking to expand
or bolster the presence of aeronautics-related industries, which are
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a key driver of economic development in communities across the
nation.

Supporting Investments in Impoverished Communities.—The
Committee continues to support investments by EDA across the
country and notes the importance of EDA in assisting impoverished
areas. The Committee directs EDA where practicable to prioritize
applications from grantees in census tracts with a poverty rate of
at least 20 percent, as measured by the 2017-2021 5-year data se-
ries available from the American Community Survey of the Census
Bureau. The Committee encourages EDA to provide guidance to
prospective applicants who may serve these communities, and to
develop additional measures to increase the share of investments
in persistent poverty counties, high-poverty areas, and other im-
poverished communities across Department of Commerce grant
programs.

SALARIES AND EXPENSES

The recommendation includes $66,000,000 for EDA salaries and
expenses.

MINORITY BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT AGENCY
MINORITY BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT

The recommendation includes $13,500,000 for the Minority Busi-
ness Development Agency (MBDA), which is $36,500,000 below the
fiscal year 2026 enacted level.

Native Entities.—The recommendation includes not less than
$10,000,000 for grants to American Indian, Alaska Native, and Na-
tive Hawaiian entities qualified to provide business, financing, and
technical assistance services to Tribes and encourages MBDA to co-
ordinate with the Department’s Office of Native American Business
Development on these efforts.

ECONOMIC AND STATISTICAL ANALYSIS
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

The recommendation includes $119,500,000 for Economic and
Statistical Analysis, including up to $5,300,000 for the Office of the
Under Secretary for Economic Affairs, which is $1,500,000 above
the fiscal year 2026 enacted level.

Commodity Checkoff Programs.—The Committee recognizes that
the Department’s Concrete Masonry Checkoff program is an indus-
try-led program funding the research and promotion of concrete
masonry products. The Committee encourages the Department to
maximize the effectiveness of its checkoff program by utilizing
available escrow funds, managing agency cost reimbursements or
developing other administrative remedies, where practicable, to en-
sure program resources are fully utilized for their intended pur-
pose. Furthermore, the Committee directs the Department to re-
port, within 60 days of the enactment of this Act, on its findings
regarding how to utilize escrow funds.

Weather Enterprise Economic Study.—The Committee directs the
Under Secretary for Economic Affairs, in coordination with the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, to provide a report
no later than 90 days after the enactment of this Act on the feasi-
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bility of conducting an economic impact study of the United States
weather enterprise, as defined in 15 U.S.C. 8521(i)(7). The report
shall consider the feasibility of evaluating macroeconomic factors
such as contribution to Gross Domestic Product (GDP), employment
rates, and overall economic growth related to weather-focused ac-
tivities.

GDP in U.S. Territories.—The Committee is aware the Bureau of
Economic Analysis (BEA) announced it will no longer produce GDP
statistics for U.S. territories. The Committee directs BEA, in co-
ordination with the Bureau of the Census (Census), to provide a re-
port within 90 days of the enactment of this Act, on the methodo-
logical limitations preventing BEA from producing GDP estimates
for U.S. territories. The report should include the estimated cost for
BEA and Census to produce economic data for U.S. territories
using consistent stateside methodology.

BUREAU OF THE CENSUS

The recommendation includes a total of $1,490,349,000 for the
Bureau of the Census, which is equal to the fiscal year 2026 en-
acted level.

CURRENT SURVEYS AND PROGRAMS

The recommendation includes $288,500,000 for Current Surveys
and Programs.

Improving Annual Poverty Data Collection.—The Committee rec-
ognizes that the cost of collecting data for the Current Population
Survey (CPS) to maintain current sample size and quality require-
ments has increased in recent years. The Committee encourages
Census, in coordination with the Bureau of Labor Statistics, to as-
sess the feasibility of combining CPS survey data with other
sources of information, such as administrative data and population
estimates, to produce estimates on topics of interest. The Com-
mittee also recognizes the interest in detailed poverty measures.
Within the funds provided, the Committee urges Census to in-
crease the sample size of the March supplement of the CPS. Addi-
tionally, the Committee recognizes the work of Census in deter-
mining the feasibility of expanding CPS to U.S. territories. The
Committee directs Census to review the feasibility of continued ex-
pansion and provide a briefing providing an update on these efforts
no later than 120 days after the enactment of this Act.

PERIODIC CENSUSES AND PROGRAMS

The recommendation includes $1,201,849,000 for Periodic Cen-
suses and Programs.

Census Digital Modernization.—The Committee supports Census
in its efforts to modernize digital services ahead of the 2030 Decen-
nial Census to ensure accurate, efficient, and secure responses from
every U.S. household. The Committee urges Census to continue
leveraging proven, secure, and scalable digital platforms and tools
that successfully supported prior decennial operations, and to adopt
modern content management, forms processing, analytics, and cus-
tomer-experience technologies that strengthen reliability, accessi-
bility, and public trust of decennial operations.
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Data Analysis and Verification Phase.—The Committee encour-
ages Census to incorporate a Data Analysis and Verification Phase
early in the decennial census planning process. In carrying out
these activities, the Committee encourages Census to leverage ad-
vanced analytics capabilities and proven data-verification tools, in-
cluding those developed and deployed by experienced public and
private sector partners that have previously supported large-scale
data analysis and validation efforts. The Committee believes that
incorporating these capabilities during early decennial census plan-
ning will improve accuracy, enhance operational efficiency, and ul-
timately reduce costs to taxpayers while delivering a more reliable
decennial census.

Decennial Outreach Campaign.—The Committee directs Census
to submit a report, within 180 days of the enactment of this Act,
on the planned outreach campaign for the upcoming decennial cen-
sus and its role in ensuring an accurate 2030 Census. The report
should address how the outreach campaign will address the net
coverage errors that occurred in the 2020 Census.

NATIONAL TELECOMMUNICATIONS AND INFORMATION
ADMINISTRATION

SALARIES AND EXPENSES

The recommendation includes $46,000,000 for the salaries and
expenses of the National Telecommunications and Information Ad-
ministration (NTIA), which is $4,000,000 below the fiscal year 2026
enacted level.

Policy and Technical Training.—The recommendation includes
no less than $289,000 for NTIA to work with the Federal Commu-
nications Commission (FCC) and the Department of State to pro-
vide support for activities authorized under section 7 of Public Law
98-549. As part of these activities, the Committee encourages
NTIA to provide assistance and guidance in policy and technical
training to impart best practices to information technology profes-
sionals from developing countries.

911 Technical Assistance.—The Committee notes the role that
NTIA plays in the training of 911 professionals on new and emerg-
ing technologies. The Committee supports these efforts, and be-
lieves it is important to provide 911 call-takers the resources and
training needed to respond quickly and correctly to a variety of
emergency situations. As such, NTIA is encouraged to consider re-
establishing a grant program for this purpose.

Rural Broadband Coordination.—The Committee continues to
encourage NTIA to equally prioritize the deployment of the Nation-
wide Public Safety Broadband Network (NPSBN) in rural commu-
nities and in urban areas.

Office of Internet Connectivity and Growth.—The Committee re-
minds NTIA that, in accordance with the ACCESS BROADBAND
Act and Broadband Interagency Coordination Act of 2020 in Public
Law 116-260, Federal agencies that provide support for broadband
networks must coordinate with the Office of Internet Connectivity
and Growth, one another, and stakeholders that provide rural
broadband to identify and pursue ways to continue sustainable
broadband deployment and adoption, including how programs can
work in concert to that end, and to ensure that policies tied to or
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adopted under one Federal program do not undermine the objec-
tives and functionality of another.

Modernization of Spectrum Coordination and Licensure.—The
Committee recognizes the rapidly evolving complexity and volume
of spectrum coordination requests that NTIA faces and is concerned
about the exacerbation of delays and existing Federal and commer-
cial constraints on spectrum caused by inefficient manual proc-
essing, outdated legacy software and maintenance, and the lack of
interoperability across systems. The Committee further recognizes
that modern software engineering infrastructure and artificial in-
telligence technologies could yield substantial efficiencies in spec-
trum licensing and coordination. The Committee encourages NTIA,
in coordination with the FCC, to explore opportunities to modernize
spectrum licensure and coordination infrastructure through the de-
ployment of novel, commercially available software and artificial
intelligence tools to enable more efficient, automated, and real-time
capabilities. NTIA is directed to provide a report and briefing no
later than 180 days after the enactment of this Act on their find-
ings, including an analysis of the feasibility of deploying such
novel, commercially available software tools for real-time spectrum
licensure and coordination and the potential expansion to other
spectrum-using Federal entities.

Spectrum Report.—The Committee encourages the FCC and
NTIA to collaborate on strategies that address the spectrum needs
of all stakeholders, ensuring that commercial spectrum needs, in-
cluding licensed, unlicensed, and shared spectrum, are fully consid-
ered. NTTA shall submit a report within 90 days of the enactment
of this Act, detailing how it is coordinating with the FCC and ac-
counting for all commercial spectrum access models.

Broadband Access for Veteran-Dense Rural Communities.—The
Committee recognizes that rural veterans, particularly those with
service-connected disabilities, often face significant barriers to ac-
cessing health care, employment, education, and other essential
services due to inadequate broadband connectivity. The Committee
encourages NTIA, in administering funds under the Broadband Eq-
uity, Access, and Deployment (BEAD) Program, to consider veteran
population density as part of its review of State proposals and over-
sight of implementation. The Committee directs NTIA to provide a
briefing within 120 days of the enactment of this Act detailing the
extent to which veteran population density was considered, the
number of BEAD-funded projects serving census tracts with above-
average veteran populations, and how BEAD-funded deployment is
expected to improve access to Department of Veterans Affairs tele-
health and other veteran-specific services.

Broadband Programs Barrier to Entry.—In administering its
broadband programs, NTIA is directed to consider the effect of sup-
ply chain, workforce shortages, and other known barriers such as
permit approvals to determine whether providers can reasonably
meet deployment deadlines. In the event NTIA determines these
factors unduly impact project commitments or will deter program
participation, the Administration shall use its discretionary author-
ity to provide waivers of such requirements and/or other relief.

Public Telecommunications Facilities Program (PTFP)—PTFP
previously provided matching grants to help local broadcasting sta-
tions build and maintain critical broadcast infrastructure and re-
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cover from emergencies. The Committee believes there may be a
need for infrastructure support to maintain reliable service as sta-
tions face aging equipment and advancements in technology. The
Committee directs NTIA to provide a report no later than 90 days
after the enactment of this Act, on the state of this critical infra-
structure and assessing the potential role of NTIA in assisting local
stations in supporting reliable infrastructure operations through
PTFP or a similar program. The report shall include potential leg-
islative, regulatory, and administrative changes necessary for
NTIA to update PTFP to meet the modern broadcasting needs of
local stations.

FACILITIES MANAGEMENT AND CONSTRUCTION

The recommendation includes $1,000,000 for necessary expenses
for the design, construction, alteration, improvement, maintenance,
and repair of buildings and facilities managed by NTIA, which is
equal to the fiscal year 2026 enacted level.

UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
SALARIES AND EXPENSES
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

The recommendation includes language making available to the
United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO)
$5,160,250,000, to be derived from offsetting fee collections esti-
mated for fiscal year 2027 by the Congressional Budget Office.

No Stolen Trademarks Honored in America Act.—The Committee
notes that with passage of the No Stolen Trademarks Honored in
America Act of 2023, Public Law 118-137, Cubaexport’s Havana
Club Rum trademark registration should undergo reexamination to
assess whether it should be removed from the U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office registry.

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF STANDARDS AND TECHNOLOGY

The recommendation includes $1,299,758,000 for the National In-
stitute of Standards and Technology (NIST), which is $547,378,000
below the fiscal year 2026 enacted level.

SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL RESEARCH AND SERVICES
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

The Committee recommends $1,000,000,000 for Scientific and
Technical Research and Services (STRS), which is $249,239,000
below the fiscal year 2026 enacted level.

Forensic Sciences.—The recommendation includes $25,000,000
for forensic science research, including $2,000,000 for technical
merit studies to improve forensic science techniques.

Standards.—The Committee recognizes the criticality of NIST’s
work to advance measurement science and standards. The Com-
mittee encourages NIST to promote voluntary-based consensus
standards developed through a private sector-led process, domesti-
cally and internationally. The Committee notes that voluntary-
based consensus is the cornerstone of the United States standard-
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ization system, serves as the basis for a sound national economy,
and is a key to global market access.

Addressing Wildfire Risks.—The recommendation includes up to
$7,560,000 for Wildfire and the Wildland-Urban Interface-related
research. The Committee directs NIST to continue developing im-
proved Wildland-Urban Interface risk exposure metrics and tools to
better assess and mitigate the fire vulnerability of structures to
protect at-risk communities.

National Vulnerabilities Database.—The Committee recognizes
the critical importance of NIST’s role in maintaining the National
Vulnerabilities Database, a vital resource in identifying, assessing,
and mitigating vulnerabilities in software systems, and enhancing
the overall security posture of our nation’s digital infrastructure.
The recommendation supports common vulnerabilities and expo-
sures analysis, and personnel to support database operations.

Quantum Information Science and Technology.—The rec-
ommendation includes not less than the fiscal year 2026 enacted
level for Quantum Information Science and directs NIST to under-
take the activities authorized by Public Law 115-368. The Com-
mittee encourages NIST to devote resources to activities authorized
in section 302 of Public Law 115-368.

Quantum Cryptography.—The Committee encourages NIST to
address emerging threats, including quantum cryptography and the
challenges posed by quantum computing, by developing cryp-
tographic standards and technologies, including cryptographic algo-
rithms and quantum physics-based methods.

Center for Al Standards and Innovation (CAISI).—The Com-
mittee recognizes the importance of voluntary standards, testing,
and evaluation for advanced artificial intelligence systems. The
Committee provides up to $15,000,000 for CAISI to advance artifi-
cial intelligence research, standards development, and testing capa-
bilities. Within this amount, the Committee directs NIST to admin-
ister a grant program for hardware security and secure location
verification for Al chips. Based on findings from the grant program
and stakeholder consultation, NIST shall develop and publish vol-
untary standards and related guidance.

Lifecycle Security Framework.—The Committee recognizes the
rapid deployment of artificial intelligence systems across Federal
agencies and the associated cybersecurity, model integrity, and
operational risks. The Committee supports NIST’s continued Al ef-
forts through CAISI to advance Al research, standards, testing,
and evaluation. To help promote trust in Al technologies and boost
adoption, within 180 days of the enactment of this Act, NIST shall
create a voluntary, consensus-based framework that includes
guidelines for AI supply chain risk management, Al model valida-
tion, data protection and access controls, and continuous moni-
toring and testing, among others. NIST shall engage in consulta-
tionli with stakeholders for development and input on the frame-
work.

Open Source Al Safety.—The Committee recognizes that open-
source Al models play a critical role in promoting innovation and
competition. However, they may present distinct security and in-
tegrity risks. The Committee directs NIST to conduct a multi-
stakeholder process to examine security risks associated with open-
source artificial intelligence models such as model integrity, mali-



17

cious modification, supply chain compromise, and data leakage. As
part of this process, NIST shall identify best practices and develop
voluntary guidance on recommended security measures for the use,
development, and deployment of open-source AI models. The Com-
mittee directs NIST to make this guidance publicly available with-
in 180 days of the enactment of this Act. This effort should align
with the White House AI Action Plan to promote the responsible
use of open-source Al models, especially by small and medium-
sized businesses.

Small Business and AI.—The Committee directs NIST, in coordi-
nation with the Small Business Administration, to develop or iden-
tify resources to assist small businesses in addressing issues re-
lated to the use of artificial intelligence. Such resources should be
generally applicable, technology-neutral, and consistent with rel-
evant voluntary international standards. NIST shall ensure these
resources are broadly disseminated to small businesses and shall
review and update them no less frequently than biennially.

Resources for Federal Agencies Adopting AI Systems.—The Com-
mittee urges NIST to continue developing additional voluntary
guidance and resources for Federal agencies adopting Al systems
and promulgating Al-related standards consistent with its author-
ity to develop and apply the Federal Information Processing Stand-
ards (FIPS) for Federal computing systems. The Committee urges
that such standards should follow existing Federal processes and
align with international standards to the furthest extent prac-
ticable. As part of this development, the Committee encourages
NIST to consider developing a risk profile of the AI risk manage-
ment framework for specific Federal systems.

Agentic Al Standards.—The Committee recognizes the criticality
of NIST’s work to advance measurement science and standards, in-
cluding in the area of AI and agentic AI. The Committee encour-
ages NIST to continue striving toward voluntary consensus among
industry, academia, government, and other stakeholders, including
with regard to security, data, and workflows, in areas such as docu-
mentation, testing, evaluation, validation, and verification. The
Committee notes that Al and agentic Al systems are increasingly
data-dependent, workflow-integrated, and autonomous in their op-
erations, and that the absence of clear, consensus-based standards
in these domains is a barrier to Al adoption by both public and pri-
vate sector organizations. The Committee supports NIST’s work to
create sector-specific standards which address these questions, in-
cluding for agentic Al

Al Risk Management Framework Adoption.—The Committee rec-
ognizes the NIST Al Risk Management Framework (RMF) is the
leading Federal AI governance framework and is critical to sustain
U.S. Al leadership. The Committee also recognizes that use of the
Al RMF by businesses appears to be widespread, but there is a
lack of data quantifying its adoption. The Committee directs NIST
to submit a report within 180 days of the enactment of this Act on
how NIST will quantify and measure the adoption of the Al RMF
by businesses, and on efforts to promote recognition of the Al RMF
as an accepted risk management framework abroad.

National Full-Scale Testing Initiative for Wind, Surge, and Wave
Events and Interagency Working Group.—The Committee directs
NIST to develop an interagency working group to further accelerate
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research, the adoption of new technologies, and the establishment
of national standards and measurements to reduce losses and dis-
ruptions due to environmental-driven and natural hazards, in par-
ticular with wind, surge, and wave events. In forming this working
group, the Committee directs NIST to work with key relevant agen-
cies such as NSF, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Adminis-
tration (NOAA), and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. The rec-
ommendation also includes funds for the establishment of a NIST
Center of Excellence and Full-Scale Testing Center for Building
Technologies to support ongoing collaboration and initiatives to-
wards developing a full-scale testing infrastructure facility for com-
munity hardening in extreme wind, surge, and wave events. In cre-
ating this Center, the Committee directs NIST to work with rel-
evant extramural research institutions and industry partners, and
to establish the Center in coordination with an institution with a
multi-hazard research focus, including with a large-scale hurricane
simulator capable of generating full-scale hurricane wind speeds
with rain intrusion, and with established partnerships with key
relevant agencies such as NSF, NOAA, and the U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers.

Unmanned Aircraft Systems (UAS) Training for First Respond-
ers.—The Committee is aware of the pressing need for first re-
sponder training to educate, certify, and credential first responders
to employ UAS skills for crises and emergency management events.
The recommendation includes up to $8,000,000 for NIST to collabo-
rate and facilitate credentialing with the Federal Aviation Admin-
istration (FAA) Center of Excellence for Unmanned Aircraft Sys-
tems Research (ASSURE) on course development, delivery, and
credentialing based on NIST’s standard test method.

Biosecurity and Synthetic Nucleic Acid Screening.—The rec-
ommendation provides up to $6,000,000 for NIST to develop and
validate technical standards and best practices for the biosecurity
screening of synthetic nucleic acid sequences. The Committee rec-
ognizes the importance of the technical standards led by NIST to
mitigate dual-use risks of synthetic nucleic acids. However, the
Committee remains concerned regarding potential biosecurity
vulnerabilities. In alignment with Executive Order 14292, the Com-
mittee directs the Department of Commerce to provide a briefing
within 180 days of the enactment of this Act on the current state
of screening adoption. This briefing shall include an assessment of
any gaps in existing legislative or administrative authority that
hinder the Department’s ability to ensure universal screening com-
pliance, as well as recommendations for potential frameworks to
provide the Department with the necessary oversight and enforce-
ment mechanisms to secure the domestic bioeconomy.

International Biotechnology Standards.—The Committee encour-
ages NIST, in coordination with the Department of State and other
relevant agencies, to expand U.S. leadership in the development of
international norms and standards for biotechnology that reflect
shared values and interests with allies and partners, while simul-
taneously protecting the privacy and data of Americans. The Com-
mittee further encourages NIST to increase U.S. engagement and
leadership in international standards-setting bodies, and to engage
industry, academia, and allied partners to align technical stand-
ards, data security and secure storage practices, and safeguards
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against adversarial misuse of biotechnology. The Committee sup-
ports coordinated interagency efforts that ensure U.S. technical ex-
pertise shapes global biotechnology standards that advance U.S.
competitiveness and national security interests.

Office of Weights and Measures (OWM).—The Committee recog-
nizes the critical role of OWM in ensuring the accuracy, fairness,
and uniformity of measurement systems used in commerce
throughout the United States. The Committee notes that the de-
mands placed on the national legal metrology system have in-
creased significantly due to emerging technologies including electric
charging infrastructure, hydrogen fueling systems, digital com-
merce platforms, and algorithm-based measurement systems.

Biomanufacturing Measurement Science and Characterization.—
The recommendation includes $5,000,000 to equip NIST partners
to develop reference materials, validated methods, and bioprocess
measurement tools for plant-based, fermentation derived, and other
cultivated protein products.

Honey Authenticity and Food Integrity Measurement Stand-
ards.—The Committee recognizes that honey adulteration and
mislabeling undermine consumer confidence, disadvantage domes-
tic producers, and distort agricultural markets. The Committee en-
courages NIST to collaborate with academic and research institu-
tions to expand research supporting honey authenticity testing, in-
cluding development of validated analytical methods, standardized
testing protocols, and national reference datasets capable of distin-
guishing authentic U.S. honey from adulterated or fraudulently la-
beled products. The Committee directs NIST to provide a briefing
within 180 days of the enactment of this Act on progress made to-
ward improving national measurement standards for honey.

Rapid Drug Analysis and Research (RaDAR) Program.—The rec-
ommendation continues support for the RaDAR program, which as-
sists local communities by providing timely data on the local drug
landscape. The Committee notes the potential for this information
to identify regional changes in the illicit drug supply.

Circular Economy for Textiles.—The Committee supports NIST’s
work on the circular economy for textiles, including development of
a standards roadmap for textile circularity. The Committee directs
NIST to provide a briefing on this work no later than 90 days after
the enactment of this Act.

Advanced Computing Testbeds.—The Committee recognizes the
growing need for regional advanced computing infrastructure to
support artificial intelligence development, advanced manufac-
turing, and cybersecurity innovation. The Committee encourages
NIST to support university-based advanced computing testbeds in
partnership with industry and national laboratories, particularly in
emerging technology hubs.

Plumbing Research.—The Committee recognizes the important
role of NIST in coordinating premise plumbing research with the
private sector, as authorized in 42 U.S.C. 18939, to support com-
munities across the United States.

Scientific and Technical Research Projects.—The recommendation
includes $274,567,600 for NIST Scientific and Technical Research
Projects. The Committee directs NIST to perform the same level of
oversight and due diligence as with any other external partners.
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INDUSTRIAL TECHNOLOGY SERVICES

The Committee recommends $212,000,000 for Industrial Tech-
nology Services, which is equal to the fiscal year 2026 enacted
level. Of this amount, $175,000,000 is for the Hollings Manufac-
turing Extension Partnership, and $37,000,000 is for the Manufac-
turing USA program.

Hollings Manufacturing Extension Partnership (MEP).—In rec-
ognition of bicameral and bipartisan congressional support, the
Committee continues strong support for the MEP and provides
$175,000,000. The Department is reminded of the direction in the
Joint Explanatory Statement accompanying Public Law 119-74 re-
garding the MEP. The Committee continues that direction for fiscal
year 2027.

MEP Pathways.—The Committee recognizes the value of con-
necting manufacturers with local education institutions to create
pathways to jobs, including through apprenticeships and pre-ap-
prenticeships. The Committee encourages the MEP to connect man-
ufacturers with local community colleges, school districts, and
emerging research institutions to develop a skilled workforce and
spur entrepreneurship.

National MEP Supply Chain Database.—The Committee is
aware of the Supply Chain Optimization and Intelligence Network
(SCOIN), which will support the creation of a supply chain data-
base through funding of the MEP National Network Centers. The
Committee continues to direct NIST to create a centralized, perma-
nent supply chain database, as required by Public Law 117-167.
Within 60 days of the enactment of this Act, the Committee directs
NIST to report on the status of building out a public-facing plat-
form database, and provide an update to the information requested
in House Report 119-272.

Advanced Manufacturing Technology Transfer.—The Committee
recognizes the importance of accelerating the adoption and com-
mercialization of emerging manufacturing technologies to strength-
en domestic supply chains and expand economic opportunity in
rural and underserved regions. Universities, small manufacturers,
and regional innovation hubs play a critical role in translating Fed-
erally supported research into deployable manufacturing solutions,
particularly in emerging manufacturing ecosystems in rural and
border regions. The Committee encourages NIST, through MEP
and related manufacturing programs, to support initiatives that ac-
celerate technology transfer, expand advanced manufacturing
workforce development, and improve the ability of small and me-
dium-sized manufacturers to adopt emerging technologies such as
artificial intelligence, advanced materials, and digital manufac-
turing tools.

Manufacturing USA Opportunities.—The Committee recognizes
the importance of strengthening domestic manufacturing capacity
and supply chain resilience across all U.S. jurisdictions. Given
Puerto Rico’s highly skilled manufacturing workforce, established
industrial capabilities in sectors such as pharmaceuticals, and its
strategic location along Caribbean and Atlantic shipping routes,
the island could further the goals of the Manufacturing USA net-
work. NIST is directed to submit a report no later than 240 days
after the enactment of this Act, evaluating the potential benefits of
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expanding Manufacturing USA advanced manufacturing innovation
institutes to Puerto Rico. The report shall examine establishing
Manufacturing USA hubs on the island, including an assessment
of Puerto Rico’s manufacturing base and workforce capacity; oppor-
tunities to strengthen U.S. supply chain resilience in critical sec-
tors; consideration of how a self-sustaining, energy-resilient hub
could support reliable operations and serve as a model for ad-
vanced manufacturing infrastructure; and any policy or funding
considerations needed to support participation in the Manufac-
turing USA network.

Manufacturing USA Institute for Aerospace Manufacturing.—The
Committee recognizes the success of Manufacturing USA Institutes
in shaping the future of advanced manufacturing through edu-
cation, industry collaboration, and innovation. The Committee en-
dorses the expansion of aerospace engineering infrastructure to ad-
vance American leadership and directs NIST to begin the process
of establishing a Manufacturing USA Institute for Aerospace Man-
ufacturing to strengthen the aerospace industry and maintain glob-
al leadership in innovation. NIST shall ensure the institute has
strong partnerships with industry, academia, and government part-
ners including the Department of War (DOW).

Public Service Grants.—The Committee continues to encourage
NIST to consider making public service grants, as authorized by 15
U.S.C. 278s, to advance ecosystem leadership and workforce initia-
tives that help ensure U.S. competitiveness in advanced manufac-
turing innovation at all existing Manufacturing USA Institutes.

Fusion Energy Manufacturing Capacity.—The Committee recog-
nizes the rapid advancement of private-sector fusion energy ma-
chines and the opportunity for the United States to establish global
leadership in the manufacturing base supporting commercial de-
ployment. Fusion machines rely on advanced power electronics,
high-voltage systems, specialty materials, precision manufacturing,
and related industrial capabilities. The Committee directs the De-
partment, through NIST, to assess domestic production capacity
and capital investment needs relevant to emerging fusion energy
systems. The Department shall identify supply chain gaps and le-
verage existing authorities to support pilot-scale domestic manufac-
turing capacity where appropriate. The Department shall provide
a briefing within 180 days of the enactment of this Act outlining
findings and recommendations, including whether additional incen-
tive mechanisms may be necessary to ensure domestic industrial
leadership.

Creating Helpful Incentives to Produce Semiconductors (CHIPS)
Research and Development (R&D) Investments.—The Committee re-
emphasizes the essential role of research and development in sus-
taining U.S. leadership in semiconductor manufacturing, under-
scoring that the CHIPS R&D program was established to support
research efforts benefitting the entire domestic semiconductor sup-
ply chain. The Committee remains concerned that CHIPS R&D in-
vestments are not being sufficiently targeted toward addressing
supply chain vulnerabilities or accelerating progress on the trans-
formational technologies critical to long-term U.S. competitiveness.
As such, the Committee directs the Department to collaborate
proactively and continuously with industry to identify and
prioritize research topics of high strategic importance. The Com-
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mittee further directs the Department to ensure that CHIPS R&D
investments emphasize, but are not limited to, the following pri-
ority areas: advanced packaging and substrate capabilities, includ-
ing heterogeneous integration and pilot-scale assembly and test in-
frastructure; innovation in manufacturing equipment, including in
lithography, atomic-scale defect detection, real-time metrology inte-
gration, resource efficiency, and Al-driven automation and pre-
dictive maintenance; modeling and simulation, including the devel-
opment of advanced digital twins; ultra-pure materials refining and
closed-loop recycling, and substitute materials to reduce depend-
ence on foreign suppliers; alternatives to critical chemicals vulner-
able to regulatory disruption, as well as emissions control tech-
nologies tailored to semiconductor manufacturing; and other emerg-
ing architectures necessary to ensure leadership in fields such as
quantum computing.

CHIPS Research and Development Office (CRDO).—The Com-
mittee recognizes the importance of semiconductor research in bol-
stering the national security interests of the United States by sup-
porting and extending leadership in semiconductor research, de-
sign, prototyping, engineering, and manufacturing to secure a do-
mestic semiconductor supply chain. The Committee appreciates
that CRDO can play an important role in the scaling and domestic
adoption of semiconductor manufacturing technologies. The Com-
mittee encourages NIST to strengthen domestic semiconductor
manufacturing capability through the development of technologies
relevant to integration, chiplets, photonics, and co-design of semi-
conductors and packaging solutions. The Committee encourages
collaboration across CRDO to prevent duplication and ensure com-
prehensive streamlined results. The Committee also encourages
CRDO to be mindful of geographic diversity as it continues to build
out facilities and affiliated technical centers.

Reporting on CHIPS Awards Upside Sharing and Funding Mile-
stones.—The Committee reminds NIST of reporting and notification
requirements to Congress regarding the CHIPS incentives pro-
gram, as authorized by Public Law 116-283 and Public Law 117—
167. The Committee awaits the briefing required by the Joint Ex-
planatory Statement accompanying Public Law 119-74 on this
topic and directs the Department to provide a briefing no later
than 30 days after the enactment of this Act, on any upside shar-
ing agreements made between Department and a recipient of
CHIPS funds, as detailed in the Department of Commerce’s Notice
of Funding Opportunity (NOFO) entitled, “CHIPS Incentives Pro-
gram—Commercial Fabrication Facilities.” The Committee further
directs the Department to start regular briefings on any amounts
received by the agency through upside sharing agreements, which
includes a detailed description of how NIST plans to use these
funds. Additionally, the Committee directs the Department to pro-
vide updates on funds clawed back from an applicant. In providing
such briefings, the Department is directed to exclude any business
sensitive information.

CONSTRUCTION OF RESEARCH FACILITIES

The Committee recommends $87,758,000 for NIST construction,
which is $298,139,000 below the fiscal year 2026 enacted level. The
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Committee directs NIST to continue providing updates on the
projects funded within this account.

NATIONAL OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC ADMINISTRATION

The recommendation includes a total of $5,851,122,000 in discre-
tionary funds for the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Adminis-
tration (NOAA), which is $319,818,000 below the fiscal year 2026
enacted level.

The Committee’s program and project recommendations for
NOAA are included in the consolidated funding tables below and
in narrative direction throughout this report. The Committee re-
minds NOAA that any deviation from the amounts included in the
tables below are subject to the requirements in section 505 of this
Act. When executing its budget for fiscal year 2027, the Committee
directs NOAA to incorporate the funding levels established in both
the table and the narrative direction.

Quarterly Briefings.—The Committee directs the Department
and NOAA to provide quarterly briefings to the Committee on all
NOAA satellite programs, National Weather Service operations,
and Office of Marine and Aviation Operations activities and pro-
curements, not later than 30 days after the end of each fiscal quar-
ter, and to provide prompt interim updates in the event of any re-
programming, system failure, or construction delay. The Committee
notes that it has not yet received the quarterly briefings required
by the Joint Explanatory Statement accompanying Public Law
119-74. The Committee directs NOAA and the Department to
avoid further delay in scheduling these required briefings.

OPERATIONS, RESEARCH, AND FACILITIES
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

The recommendation includes a total program level of
$4,694,843,000 under Operations, Research, and Facilities (ORF)
for NOAA’s coastal, fisheries, marine, weather, satellite, and other
programs. This total funding level includes $4,007,653,000 in direct
appropriations, a transfer of $659,190,000 from balances in the
“Promote and Develop Fishery Products and Research Pertaining
to American Fisheries” Fund, and $28,000,000 derived from recov-
eries of prior year obligations. The following narrative descriptions
and tables identify the specific activities and funding levels in-
cluded in this Act.

National Ocean Service.—The recommendation includes
$685,702,000 for National Ocean Service (NOS) Operations, Re-
search, and Facilities.

NATIONAL OCEAN SERVICE

Program m;’éjg)t

Navigation, Observations and Positioning:
Navigation, Observations, and Positioning 183,702
Hydrographic Survey Priorities / Contracts 31,500
100S Regional Observations 56,000

Navigation, Observations and Positioning 271,202
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NATIONAL OCEAN SERVICE—Continued

e

Coastal Science and Assessment:
Coastal Science, Assessment, Response and Restoration 95,500
Competitive Research 20,000

Coastal Science and Assessment 115,500

Ocean and Coastal Management and Services:
Coastal Zone Management and Services 51,000
Coastal Zone Management Grants 81,500
National Oceans and Coastal Security Fund 32,000
Coral Reef Program 33,500
National Estuarine Research Reserve System 34,000
Sanctuaries and Marine Protected Areas 67,000

Ocean and Coastal Management and Services 299,000

Total, National Ocean Service, Operations, Research, and Facilities 685,702

Corporate Fees.—The Committee directs NOAA to cap NOS cor-
porate fees to no more than 5 percent of the annual appropriations.

Geospatial Modeling Grants.—The recommendation includes no
less than $8,000,000 for Geospatial Modeling Grants, to be distrib-
uted externally.

Flood Zone Measurement Update.—The Committee recognizes
the challenge of the Federal National Spatial Reference System
modernization in areas with active subsidence. The Committee di-
rects the National Geodetic Survey to conduct a pilot program to
update survey reference points across a region, build tools to con-
vert existing flood data, and train surveyors and engineers to work
to ensure the integrity of data for flood maps. The Committee pro-
vides up to $10,500,000 for this effort and encourages NOS to part-
ner with a higher education institution and state geodetic authority
to work with local partners in a region with active subsidence and
a major marine port with low elevation areas.

Office of Coast Survey Mobjack Bay.—The Committee provides
up to $3,500,000 for the Office of Coast Survey to work with com-
mercial survey contractors to complete the Mobjack Bay hydro-
graphic survey, which has been on the Office of Coast Survey
workplan for several years. This survey will support the mapping
of large-scale oyster habitat restoration.

Integrated Ocean Observing System (I00S).—The Committee
notes the importance of the IOOS network and includes
$56,000,000 to strategically grow the system based upon the high-
est priority needs of each region to support disaster response,
weather forecasting and hurricane prediction, forecasting of fresh-
water and marine water quality, detection of harmful algal blooms,
and safe maritime operations.

Harmful Algal Blooms (HABs).—The Committee encourages
NOAA to support work under the Harmful Algal Bloom and Hy-
poxia Research and Control Act (HABHRCA) including to accel-
erate deployment of effective methods of intervention and mitiga-
tion to reduce the frequency, severity, and impact of HAB events
in marine and freshwater systems. NOAA is also encouraged to ex-
plore innovative methods to increase monitoring and detection of
HABs in freshwater systems, including the detection, prediction,
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and forecasting of HAB-related toxins such as microcystin, by
partnering with academic institutions with expertise in uncrewed
systems and supporting municipal drinking water systems. NOAA
is further encouraged to consult with the National Centers for
Coastal Ocean Science as well as the Interagency Working Group
on HABHRCA.

Marine Debris.—Reducing, preventing, and researching marine
debris is critical to the goal of protecting and preserving the integ-
rity of our marine ecosystems and the communities and wildlife
that depend on them. The Committee recognizes the NOAA Marine
Debris Program’s critical work to support grants, partnerships, and
contracts to address marine debris, particularly plastic waste pollu-
tion. The recommendation provides up to $7,500,000 for the Marine
Debris Program and recommends that it be listed as a separate,
specific line item within the yearly budget request.

Digital Coast.—The Committee supports the continued imple-
mentation of the Digital Coast Act (Public Law 116-223).

Coral Reef Program.—The Committee continues to recognize the
unique ecological and economic value of coral reefs. The Committee
provides $33,500,000 to continue to carry out activities under the
Coral Reef Conservation Act, as amended (title C of division J of
Public Law 117-263), including for Reef Research Coordination In-
stitutes.

Rookery Bay National Estuarine Research Reserve (NERR).—The
Committee recognizes the importance of the Rookery Bay NERR
and directs NOS to prioritize projects within the NERR that in-
crease habitat connectivity and provide enhanced nursery habitat
for recreationally and commercially important species such as At-
lantic tarpon and common snook.

Office of National Marine Sanctuaries.—The Committee directs
NOAA to prioritize conservation, education, mapping, and research
efforts across the agency in the National Marine Sanctuary Sys-
tem.

Aquarius Reef Base.—The Committee recognizes the strategic im-
portance of sustained human presence platforms for advancing
ocean science, maritime technology development, and extreme envi-
ronment training. The Committee encourages NOAA to continue
supporting operations and scientific missions at Aquarius Reef
Base. The Committee encourages NOS to collaborate with relevant
Federal partners to pursue expanded use of Aquarius as a platform
for subsea technology development, including research supporting
responsible deep-sea mineral resource assessment and extraction
technologies.

NOAA Commaunity Project Funding.—The recommendation in-
cludes $46,870,300 for NOAA Coastal Zone Management Commu-
nity Project Funding. Funding must be for activities consistent
with, and supportive of, NOAA’s mission and aligned with one or
more of the purposes described in the Coastal Zone Management
Act of 1972 (16 U.S.C. Sec. 1451 et seq.). Coastal Zone Manage-
ment projects are subject to any applicable cost-share required by
law under the Coastal Zone Management Program. The Committee
directs NOAA to perform the same level of oversight and due dili-
gence regarding these projects as with any other external partners.
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National Marine Fisheries Service.—The recommendation in-
cludes $876,690,000 for National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS)
Operations, Research, and Facilities.

NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE

e

Protected Resources Science and Management:

Marine Mammals, Sea Turtles, and Other Species 68,000
Species Recovery Grants 5,000
Atlantic Salmon 5,000
Pacific Salmon 54,500

Protected Resources Science and Management 132,500

Fisheries Science and Management:

Fisheries and Ecosystem Science Programs and Services 125,000
Fisheries Data Collections, Surveys, and Assessments 208,448
Observers and Training 50,000
Fisheries Management Programs and Services 120,000
Aquaculture 35,000
Salmon Management Activities 70,150
Regional Councils and Fisheries Commissions 47,215
Interjurisdictional Fisheries Grants 3,377
Fisheries Science and Management 659,190
Enforcement 50,000
Habitat Conservation and Restoration 35,000
Total, National Marine Fisheries Service, Operations, Research, and Facilities .........c.cccccoeververesrrennne. 876,690

Hydropower Relicensing.—The Committee is concerned about the
affordability and availability of baseload power, particularly the po-
tential adverse effects of non-project related requirements that bear
no relation to the safe and reliable operation of facilities by those
who seek to influence the relicensing process role of NMFS. The
Committee directs NMF'S to focus its efforts on ensuring project re-
quirements do not unnecessarily hinder the relicensing of existing
facilities and thereby avoid unnecessary costs that adversely affect
the affordability of electricity generation.

Prescott Grants.—Within Marine Mammals, Sea Turtles, and
Other Species, the recommendation provides $4,500,000 for the
John H. Prescott Marine Mammal Rescue Assistance grant pro-
gram.

North Atlantic Right Whale.—Within Marine Mammals, Sea Tur-
tles, and Other Species, not less than $5,000,000 should go towards
the expansion and continuation of the pilot program to develop, re-
fine, and deploy fishing gear technologies designed to reduce North
Atlantic right whale entanglements, including the development of
geolocation technologies.

Improved Whale Habitat Mapping.—The Committee encourages
NMFS to improve the accuracy of baleen whale and sperm whale
distribution mapping in high spatial and temporal resolution, in-
cluding feeding and calving grounds as well as migration routes,
incorporating as needed current and novel sources of data, as well
as to support the development of predictive distribution maps tak-
ing into account environmental variables for upcoming years. Such
data synthesis products should be made available on an online
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platform for the general public and accessible to mariners through
standard navigational electronics. The Committee further encour-
ages NMFS to undertake these efforts irrespective of any ongoing
rulemakings, and encourages NMFS not to delay actions, orders, or
rulemakings on account of these efforts. The Committee directs
NOAA to provide a briefing within 180 days of the enactment of
this Act, on activities carried out to improve baleen and sperm
whale distribution mapping and any remaining knowledge gaps
identified.

Mitigating Ocean User and Whale Conflicts.—The Committee di-
rects NOAA to enter into a cooperative agreement with the Na-
tional Fish and Wildlife Foundation to administer a competitive
grant program to support partnership-based projects that advance
effective approaches to reduce the risk of harmful interactions be-
tween ocean users and whales. The competitive grants should be
for the development, testing, evaluation, and deployment of detec-
tion technologies and other innovative tools that reduce or elimi-
nate harmful interactions between ocean users and whales; to en-
hance awareness of existing whale management measures; to de-
velop and implement operational approaches that reduce the occur-
rence of harmful interactions; and to expand infrastructure, data
systems, and technical capacity necessary to improve the timely
dissemination of information. The recommendation includes
$10,000,000 to be provided to the National Fish and Wildlife Foun-
dation for this grant program.

Understudied Whales.—The Committee encourages NMFS to con-
duct surveys specific to understudied whales in potential calving
grounds, feeding areas, and migratory pathways to estimate their
abundance and distribution, during which opportunistic data on
other marine species may also be collected.

Sea Turtle Stranding and Salvage Network (STSSN).—The Com-
mittee continues to support the STSSN, which provides the struc-
ture for non-governmental organizations to rescue, rehabilitate,
and release sea turtles back into U.S. waters.

Fisheries Take Reduction Teams.—The Committee encourages
NOAA to continue working alongside and leveraging the expertise
of commercial fisheries groups, such as active crab fishermen, on
take reduction teams.

Pinniped Removal.—The recommendation provides $5,500,000 for
Columbia River pinniped removals. The Committee reminds NOAA
of the directive included in the Joint Explanatory Statement ac-
companying Public Law 119-74 requiring the study of pinniped re-
moval strategies, and directs the NMFS to submit its findings
within 90 days of the enactment of this Act. Additionally, the Com-
mittee encourages NMFS to identify ways to increase the number
of annual takes to meet the annual potential biological removal
level provided in Section 120f of the Marine Mammal Protection
Act and establish additional removal strategies, such as seasonal
takes to align with spring Chinook and winter Steelhead runs,
community partnerships, and direct kill.

Hatchery Genetic Management Plans.—The recommendation pro-
vides $7,000,000 to support review and approval of Hatchery Ge-
netic Management Plans (HGMPs) for Pacific Northwest states and
treaty Tribes.
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Fisheries Surveys.—Within Fisheries Data Collections, Surveys,
and Assessments, the recommendation supports the Northeast
Area Monitoring and Assessment Program trawl surveys, including
the Maine-New Hampshire Inshore Trawl Survey and the Mid-At-
lantic & Southern New England Nearshore Trawl Survey, as well
as the Southeast Area Monitoring and Assessment Program’s exist-
ing surveys.

Recreational  Angler  Partnership  Improvement  Directive
(RAPID).—The Committee supports continued improvement of rec-
reational fisheries data collection and management to ensure accu-
rate, timely, and transparent stock assessments. NMF'S is directed
to enhance implementation of RAPID and associated recreational
data improvements. The recommendation includes $5,000,000 to
strengthen State-led sampling programs, optimize survey design,
modernize data systems, and expand partner engagement through
regional workshops. The Committee recognizes the importance of
improving the precision, transparency, and timeliness of rec-
reational fisheries data to support sound management decisions
and long-term resource sustainability.

South Atlantic Reef Fish.—The Committee supports continued in-
vestment in red snapper research and monitoring following the
conclusion of the South Atlantic Red Snapper Research Program.
Building on the success of that effort, NMFS is directed to sustain
and expand alternative and independent data collection to better
inform red snapper and reef fish stock assessments across the
South Atlantic. The recommendation includes $2,000,000 to be pro-
vided to South Atlantic States to support Exempted Fishing Per-
mits (EFPs) for continued research and implementation of State
management. These EFPs will be critical to improving data collec-
tion and analysis, ensuring States have the best available scientific
information as they transition toward State-led management of red
snapper. The Committee is encouraged by the collaborative efforts
of the four South Atlantic States, in coordination with NOAA, to
advance EFPs beginning in 2026 as an initial step toward State
management. NMFS is encouraged to continue working with the
South Atlantic Fishery Management Council and participating
States to support the successful implementation of these EFPs and
to facilitate the transition to permanent State management for
willing States by 2028.

South Atlantic Fisheries Independent Data Collection.— The rec-
ommendation includes $3,500,000 to provide enhanced fisheries
independent data collection of South Atlantic reef fish stocks con-
ducted through the Southeast Fishery-Independent Survey
(SEFIS). Such data collection should occur throughout the South
Atlantic, specifically from Cape Canaveral, Florida, through the
western most point in the Florida Keys region to ensure the South
Atlantic Fishery Management Council has the best scientific infor-
mation available to base management decisions. The Committee
recognizes concerns by the State of Florida regarding the incom-
plete data assessment concerning reef fish located off the waters of
Florida’s Atlantic coast, including the Florida Keys.

Biscayne Bay.—The Committee notes that the decision to incor-
porate a de facto moratorium on fishing access within a portion of
Biscayne National Park outside of the Fishery Management Plan
(FMP) development process, and in opposition to the concerns of



29

the State of Florida remains controversial. The Committee urges
NMFS to continue collaborating with the Fish and Wildlife Com-
mission to consider fisheries regulations and management actions
outlined in Biscayne National Park’s updated FMP, as necessary,
to fully address fishery management needs, including within the
proposed no-fishing marine reserve zone, prior to promulgating and
implementing any special rules. Such efforts shall include review
and consideration of less restrictive management actions that could
achieve the intent of Biscayne’s General Management Plan in lieu
of a blanket fishing moratorium. The Committee also urges NMFS
to strongly consider the inclusion of scientifically rigorous moni-
toring and an adaptive management framework to guide data col-
lection and future management as part of any special rules and
regulations promulgated and implemented to govern the protection
of coral reef resources within the proposed no-fishing marine re-
serve zone. Such monitoring should include well-planned, exten-
sive, and scientifically rigorous data from appropriate fish and
coral communities, collected prior to the establishment of a blanket
fishing moratorium.

Horseshoe Crab Trawl Survey.—Adequate data is required to en-
sure States and interstate managers can effectively manage the
horseshoe crab population. For example, Limulus Amoebocyte
Lysate is used to test injectable drugs, medical devices, and other
medical equipment for bacterial contamination. Horseshoe crabs
are also used for bait in the economically important commercial
American eel and conch fisheries along the Atlantic coast. Within
the environment, horseshoe crab eggs provide a vital food source
for migrating shorebirds. Accurate information on population rel-
ative abundance and demographic trends is needed to properly
manage the mid-Atlantic horseshoe crab fishery for these uses. The
Mid-Atlantic Horseshoe Crab Trawl Survey gives managers the in-
formation to determine relative abundance, describe population de-
mographics, and track inter-annual changes in relative abundance
and demographics. The Committee directs NMFS to continue this
survey to generate the data necessary to ensure that the horseshoe
crab stock remains on a sustainable path.

Gulf of America Independent Reef Fish Habitat Surveys and Eco-
system Resources (G-FISHER).—The G-FISHER program improves
the accuracy and precision of survey estimates and provides timely
analysis for reef fisheries. The Committee recognizes the important
role of G-FISHER in providing independent data and timely anal-
ysis to inform management decisions, especially among reef fish
populations. The recommendation provides up to $2,000,000 to con-
tinue the G-FISHER program.

Gulf Recreational Fishing.—The Committee recognizes the im-
portance of recreational fishing in advancing economic development
in the Gulf of America and the Coastal Bend. The Committee urges
NMFS to account for the economic impacts provided by marine rec-
reational fishing in Federal waters along Texas and in the Coastal
Bend, and to ensure anglers have robust access to those fish stocks.
The Committee encourages NMFS to expand regional-based man-
agement to ensure angler access to red snapper in the western Gulf
of America.

Plankton Recorder Survey.—Within the amount provided for
Fisheries Data Collections, Surveys, and Assessments, not less
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than $300,000 should be provided to conduct a continuous plankton
recorder survey that will enhance our understanding of the dis-
tribution and movement of plankton, which is important prey of
the North Atlantic right whale.

U.S. Fishing Right Ownership.—The Committee is concerned
with speculation on U.S. tradable fishing rights, also called catch
shares, by large corporations, foreign entities, and investment
firms acquiring interests in U.S. fishing rights. This also includes
the consolidation of fishing rights among a few U.S.-based compa-
nies in perpetuity. These unintended consequences limit access to
fishing for local and small fishing ventures, and penalizes small
businesses that carry out the catch. The Committee urges NMFS
to consider ways to maintain local involvement in catch shares and
strengthen enforcement against ownership of tradable fishing
rights through foreign entities.

Seafood Import Monitoring Program (SIMP) and Global Seafood
Data System (GSDS).—SIMP is an essential tool for ensuring sea-
food imported into U.S. markets is legally sourced by requiring doc-
umentation demonstrating that imports originated from a legal
fishery. To modernize SIMP and streamline reporting and compli-
ance for importers and seafood businesses, NMFS developed GSDS.
GSDS will improve the collection and management of seafood im-
port data, improve risk screening, and support faster and more effi-
cient processing of legitimate shipments while enhancing NOAA’s
ability to target high-risk imports linked to illegal, unreported, and
unregulated (IUU) fishing and forced labor. The recommendation
includes $7,500,000 to fully implement the SIMP Action Plan and
accelerate development, deployment, and operational use of GSDS,
including associated staffing and information technology mod-
ernization.

Southeast For-Hire Electronic Logbook Program.—The Com-
mittee provides up to $7,000,000 to support the continued, timely
implementation of electronic logbooks for the Federally permitted
charter-for-hire sector in the Gulf of America and South Atlantic.

Electronic Monitoring (EM) Approval Process.—The Committee is
concerned that, despite significant Federal investment into new
EM technologies as an alternative to human observers, uptake of
EM solutions remains low. The Committee believes one of the hur-
dles faced by vendors is a lack of transparency regarding the proc-
ess and timeline for applying for and receiving EFPs using EM.
The Committee directs NMFS to evaluate opportunities to stream-
line EM approvals and provide greater certainty to EM vendors
and fishers, and to work with Regional Councils to improve deploy-
ment of EM technology. The Committee also directs NMFS to cre-
ate a process for EM providers approved in one region to receive
expedited approval in subsequent regions or across all regions. The
Committee directs NMFS to provide a briefing on progress on
sAtreamlining EM approvals within 90 days of the enactment of this

ct.

Sharks and Rays.—To better protect and rebuild vulnerable and
endangered shark and ray species, the Committee encourages
NMFS to conduct regular assessments of population status and re-
building needs, improve the documentation of relevant species as
bycatch, and ensure transparency and public access for all fisheries
catch information collected.
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Shark Fin Sales Elimination Act.—The Committee directs NOAA
to continue to enforce the Shark Fin Sales Elimination Act, which
was enacted as part of the James M. Inhofe National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2023 (Public Law 117-263). The
Committee notes the continued absence of the previously requested
report on this topic. NOAA is directed to provide a report no later
than 90 days after the enactment of this Act on the resources re-
quired to fully implement the Shark Fin Sales Elimination Act, all
coordination with other Federal agencies, State and local law en-
forcement and key stakeholders, and its plans to raise public
awareness on how to report violations.

Oyster Resilience in the Northern Gulf of America.—QOysters are
a critical part of Gulf Coast ecosystems. A collaborative effort that
combines engineering, aquaculture, restoration, and policy is need-
ed to restore oyster reefs and regenerate a profitable, resilient, and
sustainable fishery. The recommendation includes $3,000,000 for
collaborative academic research addressing oyster reefs in the
Northern Gulf Coast to investigate restoration success and close
critical knowledge gaps in oyster farming, restoration, food safety,
larval transportation in Little Dauphin Bay, and resilience to
sustainably strengthen oyster production.

Marine Aquaculture.—The Committee recognizes the significant
potential for development of American offshore aquaculture to in-
crease U.S. production of healthful, sustainable, and affordable sea-
food, while expanding the seafood value chain to include traditional
agricultural producers as well. The Office of Aquaculture has per-
formed commendable work to coordinate efforts within NOAA and
across Federal agencies toward a comprehensive approach to aqua-
culture policy and regulation. The recommendation provides no less
than $5,000,000 for the Cooperative Institute Fostering Aqua-
culture Research and Marketing to support the sustainable devel-
opment of aquaculture in the United States to address the seafood
import deficit.

Shellfish Genetics and Breeding Program.—The Committee rec-
ognizes the economic importance of shellfish aquaculture for rural
and coastal communities and the need for resilient, healthy stocks.
The Committee supports NOAA’s efforts to develop an improved
stock, promote enhanced disease resiliency, modernize production
technologies, and transfer technology and improved stocks to shell-
fish farmers.

Mitchell Act Hatcheries.—The recommendation provides
$28,000,000 for the operation and maintenance of Mitchell Act
hatcheries. NOAA is directed to limit the amount of Mitchell Act
hatcheries funding withheld for administrative expenses to 10 per-
cent.

Mitchell Act Hatchery Operations.—The Committee is concerned
by the rising cost of Mitchell Act hatchery operations. NOAA is di-
rected to report to the Committee, no later than 90 days after the
enactment of this Act, on the key factors driving the increase in
hatchery operations costs. Furthermore, NOAA is encouraged to
identify and implement any efficiencies that would mitigate the ris-
ing cost of hatchery operations.

U.S. Commercial Space-Based Radio Frequency (RF) Detection
Technologies.—The Committee continues to support NMFS’ efforts
to leverage commercial space-based RF detection technologies to
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track maritime vessels even when those vessels turn off their Auto-
matic Identification System, which is a common practice among the
People’s Republic of China (PRC) and other foreign fleets engaged
in IUU fishing. Identifying when and where IUU fishing may be
occurring is critical to NMFS Enforcement’s mission and to pre-
serving Americans’ access to sustainably managed fisheries. There-
fore, the recommendation includes $3,000,000 for NMFS to
operationalize and scale out its use of U.S. commercial space-based
RF data collection capabilities to track foreign vessels engaged in
IUU fishing activities in the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ)
and other remote maritime regions of economic, environmental,
and national security significance. Further, the Committee directs
NOAA to improve existing enterprise systems to better integrate
and operationalize commercial maritime domain awareness prod-
ucts and data, including commercial satellite RF, into agency
workflows to create actionable insights that allow the Office of Law
Enforcement to address illicit behavior. No later than 180 days
after the enactment of this Act, NOAA is directed to provide a
briefing on these efforts.

IUU Fishing in the Western Pacific.—The Committee encourages
NMFS to deploy more resources in Guam to combat IUU fishing in
the Pacific. The Committee further encourages NMFS to increase
monitoring and analysis of foreign vessel activity in the Western
Pacific near the territories of Guam and the Northern Mariana Is-
lands as well as the Freely Associated States of Micronesia, Palau,
and the Marshall Islands.

Oyster Reef Restoration and Conservation Research.—The Com-
mittee acknowledges the value that oyster reefs, both harvestable
and for conservation purposes, provide to ocean and coastal eco-
systems and fisheries by providing habitats for other species, water
filtration, coastal readiness, and as a high-value fishery. The Com-
mittee directs NMF'S to enhance development of oyster aquaculture
and habitat improvements, map oyster bed conditions, monitor
water quality, and increase partnerships from the local to the Fed-
eral level. The recommendation includes $10,000,000 within the
fI'-Iabitat Conservation and Restoration Program to support these ef-
orts.

Underperforming Oyster Sanctuaries.—The Committee continues
to support robust Federal investment in oyster reef restoration and
habitat enhancement in the Chesapeake Bay. However, the Com-
mittee is concerned that significant Federal funds have been di-
rected toward oyster sanctuaries that continually fail to produce
measurable ecological or population benefits, even after multiple
rounds and years of Federal funding. The Committee understands
that some Federally supported sanctuaries remain classified as
underperforming despite receiving restoration funding for five
years or more. The Committee believes continuing to invest in
these underperforming sites risks not only wasting scarce Federal
resources, but also undermining the long-term ecological goals that
oyster restoration programs are meant to achieve. The Committee
directs NOAA to withhold any future oyster restoration, recovery,
or enhancement funding for sanctuaries that are designated as
underperforming in their respective State for five or more years fol-
lowing initial Federal investment. Funding for these sanctuaries
should be ineligible to be restarted unless NOAA certifies that the
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site has a new, scientifically credible plan for quickly achieving
measurable outcomes. The Committee encourages NOAA to
prioritize oyster replenishment and harvest-accessible reef projects
that offer dual ecological and economic benefits. The Committee
further directs that, within 90 days of the enactment of this Act,
NOAA report on the status and outcomes of large-scale oyster sanc-
tuaries that have received $10,000,000 or more in Federal funding.

Burrowing Shrimp Control Study.—The Committee appreciates
the efforts underway to study control methods, including integrated
pest management, for mud shrimp, Upogebia pugettensis and ghost
shrimp, Neotrypaea californiensis and other species of native bur-
rowing shrimp species on bottom culture oyster beds. The Com-
mittee directs NMF'S to provide a briefing on study findings within
180 days of the enactment of this Act.

Office of Oceanic and Atmospheric Research.—The recommenda-
tion includes $580,163,000 for Office of Oceanic and Atmospheric
Research (OAR) Operations, Research, and Facilities.

OFFICE OF OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC RESEARCH

Amount

Program ($000)
Climate Research:
Climate Laboratories and Cooperative Institutes 92,500
Regional Climate Data and Information 49,932
Climate Competitive Research 55,000
Climate Research 197,432
Weather and Air Chemistry Research:
Weather Laboratories and Cooperative Institutes 109,000
Weather and Air Chemistry Research 109,000
Ocean, Coastal, and Great Lakes Research:
Ocean Laboratories and Cooperative Institutes 40,000
National Sea Grant College Program 80,000
Sea Grant Aquaculture Research 14,000
Ocean Exploration and Research 50,000
Integrated Ocean Acidification 17,000
Sustained Ocean Observations and Monitoring 52,500
National Oceanographic Partnership Program 2,000
Ocean, Coastal, and Great Lakes Research 255,500
Innovative Research and Technology:
High Performance Computing Initiatives 18,231
Innovative Research and Technology 18,231
Total, Office of Oceanic and Atmospheric Research, Operations, Research, and Facilities ............ 580,163

Laboratories and Cooperative Institutes.—The Committee recog-
nizes the critical mission of NOAA and the important contributions
of its laboratories and cooperative institutes. The Committee di-
rects NOAA to maintain these capabilities and to avoid closures,
consolidations, or eliminations, given their essential role in advanc-
ing Wﬁather forecasting, atmospheric science, and oceanographic re-
search.

Earth’s Radiation Budget.—The recommendation includes no less
than $15,000,000 in OAR for continued atmospheric observations,
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modeling and assessments, including no less than $9,000,000 for
the Chemical Sciences Laboratory for the Stratospheric Aerosol
processes, Budget and Radiative Effects Program and, as prac-
ticable, other observations and monitoring of stratospheric condi-
tions and the Earth’s radiation budget and the design of safe and
effective emissive studies. This includes the effects of material in-
troduced into the stratosphere due to changes in natural systems,
increased air and space traffic, and the assessment of solar radi-
ation modification. The Committee directs OAR, in coordination
with NASA and the Department of Energy (DOE), to improve the
understanding of the impact of atmospheric aerosols on radiative
forcing, cloud formation, precipitation dynamics, and extreme
weather events, and to develop plans for sustained, long-term ob-
servations of the stratosphere. Further, NOAA is encouraged to re-
view the potential for NOAA’s G550 and the National Center for
Atmospheric Research’s G5 aircraft to sample the stratosphere and
upper troposphere, to coordinate with NASA for long-range crewed
and autonomous, in situ, high-altitude observational capabilities,
and with the Environmental Protection Agency to support analysis
of atmospheric modification activities.

Regional Integrated Sciences and Assessments Program.—The
recommendation includes $20,000,000 for the Regional Integrated
Sciences and Assessments Program.

Verification of the Origins of Rotation in Tornadoes EXperiment—
United States (VORTEX-USA).—The Committee provides no less
than the fiscal year 2026 enacted levels for the VORTEX-USA and
VORTEX-Southeast programs. The Committee seeks to spur addi-
tional progress on improving tornado forecasts and warnings and
directs NOAA to pursue and extend new partnerships, including
with the commercial sector, to test novel and innovative data
sources, including commercial radar capabilities, to improve cov-
erage and forecasting skill. Further, NOAA is encouraged to accel-
erate assimilation of radar observations with weather forecast mod-
els to add the ability to classify hail size, detect tornado debris, and
better determine the type and intensity of precipitation. The Com-
mittee also encourages NOAA to pursue research on near real-time
infrasonic monitoring of hurricanes and tornadoes. Advanced
infrasound signal processing methodologies and studies, deployed
through a network of infrasound arrays to detect tornadoes, have
the potential to provide accurate and reliable locations and warn-
ings of active tornadoes, consistent with previous directives. The
Committee directs NOAA to provide a briefing on the status of
these efforts within 120 days of the enactment of this Act.

Young Fishermen’s Development Act.—Within funding for the Sea
Grant program, the Committee provides up to $2,000,000 for activi-
ties authorized under the Young Fishermen’s Development Act
(Public Law 116-289).

Ocean Exploration Research (OER).—The recommendation in-
cludes $50,000,000 for OER. Within the funding provided, NOAA
is directed to continue efforts to map and characterize the U.S.
EEZ and Extended Outer Continental Shelf, exploring for rare
earth minerals and other assets and maximizing the amount of
funding provided for the Ocean Exploration Cooperative Institute.
NOAA is encouraged to work with relevant Government agencies
and private sector scientific institutions to continue fundamental
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ocean exploration in which open-source data is collected for the
oceanographic community and private industries and shared
through real time telepresence technology and education research
applications.

Marine Based Carbon Dioxide Removal.—The recommendation
includes up to $7,500,000 to support research, development, and
demonstration projects for marine-based carbon dioxide removal,
including through external grants and public-private partnerships.
NOAA should consider projects that have the potential to scale.
NOAA is further directed to collaborate with the DOE, the Bureau
of Ocean Energy Management, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,
NIST, and the Environmental Protection Agency to avoid duplica-
tion.

National Weather Service—The recommendation includes
$1,456,905,000 for National Weather Service (NWS) Operations,
Research, and Facilities.

NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE

b

Observations 305,000
Central Processing 116,000
Analyze, Forecast and Support 615,000
Dissemination 127,500
Science and Technology Integration 217,000
U.S. Weather Research Program 41,400
Tornado Severe Storm Research / Phased Array Radar 22,905
Joint Technology Transfer Initiative 12,100

Total, National Weather Service, Operations, Research, and Facilities 1,456,905

Extreme Weather Forecast FFRDC.—The Committee directs
NOAA to establish a competitively awarded Federally Funded Re-
search and Development Center (FFRDC) dedicated to accelerating
the advancement of the nation’s extreme weather forecasting capa-
bilities. The Committee provides $20,000,000 within Science and
Technology Integration for this purpose. The Committee expects
the FFRDC to operate as a mission-aligned operational partner fo-
cused on the rapid transition of validated technologies and mod-
eling improvements into National Weather Service operations on
defined and accountable timelines. The FFRDC shall prioritize
operational radar and observing system modernization; integration
of high-resolution modeling with multi-platform data streams; re-
sponsible deployment of artificial intelligence and advanced ana-
Iytics to enhance forecaster decision support; improved integration
of precipitation forecasting and hydrologic modeling; and measur-
able improvements in forecast lead time, false alarm rates, and
overall forecast accuracy. The Committee emphasizes that this ini-
tiative is intended to complement, not duplicate, existing NOAA
Laboratory and Cooperative Institute research programs and shall
be structured to focus on operational delivery and milestone-based
advancement. NOAA shall provide a briefing not later than 180
days after the enactment of this Act on acquisition strategy and
implementation timelines.

Aviation-Based Commercial Weather Data.—The recommendation
includes an increase of $7,000,000 to the Aircraft Based Observa-
tion Program to increase the use and deployment of commercial
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aviation-based atmospheric data, with an emphasis on water vapor
data for numerical weather prediction improvement. Within this
funding, NOAA is directed to ensure program elements and data
sources are adequately resourced for increased data ingestion and
addressing gaps in the program’s global coverage. No less than
$5,000,000 shall be used to deploy additional water vapor sensors
from aircraft.

Severe Weather Gaps.—The Committee notes that weather gaps
are occurring in central and southern Kentucky and encourages
NOAA to utilize funding to fill gaps in addressing severe weather
issues in Central Appalachia.

Radar Gaps.—The recommendation includes up to $15,000,000
for NWS to purchase commercial weather radar data from private
sector providers to supplement NWS’s existing radar systems in
areas that lack adequate radar coverage. The lack of comprehen-
sive weather radar coverage leaves over 130 million Americans
across the entire country and their communities vulnerable to se-
vere weather risks. By leveraging commercial radar data partners
to obtain higher resolution gap-filling data, NOAA, agency officials,
and forecast meteorologists will be able to make more accurate,
timely decisions during severe weather outbreaks and will be able
to potentially mitigate life threatening impacts.

National Mesonet Program.—The recommendation includes
$40,000,000 for the continuation and expansion of the National
Mesonet Program to leverage large investments from other spon-
sors, increase the number of observations, and introduce innovative
capabilities to address capacity and geographic coverage gaps, in-
cluding in high-risk areas. Emphasis should be placed not only on
the boundary layer of the atmosphere and marine zones, but also
the troposphere and lower stratosphere, which contains the major-
ity of water vapor, clouds, and is prone to variability. Within the
funding provided, the Committee directs NOAA to sustain and ex-
pand the current level of procurement of non-federal surface and
near-surface mesonet observational data, with a focus on university
partnerships.

National Data Buoy Center.—The Committee continues to sup-
port the work of the National Data Buoy Center. The recommenda-
tion includes an increase of up to $5,000,000 from the fiscal year
2026 enacted level for the National Data Buoy Center.

NWS Staffing.—The Committee recognizes the vital importance
of accurate and timely weather forecasting. NWS employees are
seen by the Committee as critical for public safety and staffing
such positions should be prioritized and categorized accordingly.

Al Translation.—The recommendation provides up to $5,000,000
to improve dissemination of weather alerts and forecasts using
commercial Al technology.

Flood Early Warning Systems.—The Committee recognizes the
importance of flood early warning systems in protecting commu-
nities and infrastructure from the impacts of flooding, especially
deadly flash flooding events. These systems play a critical role in
providing real-time data on rainfall rates, identifying safe evacu-
ation routes, and informing deployment of emergency resources in
areas at highest risk. The Committee is concerned, however, that
many non-federal flood early warning systems across the country
are outdated and in need of modernization and expansion to ad-
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?_lre%s the increased frequency of heavy rainfall events and serious
oods.

Cooperative Institute for Research to Operations in Hydrology
(CIROH).—The recommendation includes $40,000,000 within
Science and Technology Integration for the NWS to continue to
support CIROH. Within this funding, CIROH shall continue to le-
verage the talent and expertise of its consortium members to lead
an interdisciplinary, systems-based research approach that will
seed new and improved operational services for NOAA and NWS
by improving our current understanding of the water cycle and our
ability to observe and predict it. Additionally, the Cooperative In-
stitute shall continue to prioritize the cultivation of the next gen-
eration of water resources scientists and engineers who will be
needed to tackle the 21st century water resources grand challenge.

Light Detection and Ranging (LiDAR).—The Committee provides
$2,000,000 within the U.S. Weather Research Program to develop,
demonstrate, and commercialize advanced, compact LiDAR systems
uniquely tailored to near-surface marine and atmospheric profiling
from UAS and mobile ground-based platforms. This new technology
has the potential to increase NOAA’s ability to collect real-time
data that fills temporal and spatial gaps in existing platforms.

Doppler Radar Coverage in the Midwest.—The Committee is con-
cerned that NOAA’s weather-forecasting and tornado-prediction ca-
pabilities in Northern Ohio and Southern Michigan may be limited
by the absence of sufficient Doppler radar stations and other tools
needed to monitor and model lower-atmosphere weather patterns.
The Committee is further concerned about any shortfall in substan-
tially equivalent forecasting tools available in this region as com-
pared to surrounding communities, particularly regarding severe
storms, heavy rainfall, strong winds, and tornadoes. Accordingly,
the Committee directs NOAA to assess its weather-forecasting ca-
pability for Northern Ohio and Southern Michigan, with specific at-
tention to lower-atmosphere coverage, and to take steps to close ex-
isting gaps and enhance Doppler radar coverage in this region.
NOAA is directed to submit a report to the Committee within 90
days of the enactment of this Act detailing its findings, actions
taken to address coverage gaps, and any recommendations or plans
to further strengthen weather-forecasting capability for Northern
Ohio and Southern Michigan.

National Environmental Satellite, Data and Information Serv-
ice.—The recommendation includes $344,500,000 for National Envi-
ronmental Satellite, Data and Information Service (NESDIS) Oper-
ations, Research, and Facilities.

NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL SATELLITE, DATA AND INFORMATION SERVICE

Y

Environmental Satellite Observing Systems:
Office of Satellite and Product Operations 225,000
Product Development, Readiness and Application 59,000
U.S. Group on Earth Observations 500

Environmental Satellite Observing Systems 284,500

National Centers for Environmental Information 60,000
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NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL SATELLITE, DATA AND INFORMATION SERVICE—Continued

e

Total, National Environmental Satellite, Data and Information Service, Operations, Research,
and Facilities 344,500

Regional Climate Centers (RCCs).—The recommendation includes
$6,100,000 for RCCs.

Mission Support.—The recommendation includes $345,407 for
Mission Support Operations, Research, and Facilities.

MISSION SUPPORT

Amount

Program ($000)
Mission Support Services:
Executive Leadership 27,651
Mission Services and Management 141,000
IT Security 11,438
Payment to DOC Working Capital Fund 87,368
Facilities Maintenance and Capital Improvements 6,250
Office of Space Commerce 50,000
Mission Support Services 323,707
Office of Education:
BWET Regional Programs 7,700
Educational Partnership Program 9,000
NOAA Education Program Base 5,000
Office of Education 21,700
Total, Mission Support, Operations, Research, and Facilities 345,407

Grants Management Division (GMD).—The Committee encour-
ages NOAA GMD to work with affected fisheries commissions to re-
solve matters arising from fishery assistance programs under Pub-
lic Law 116-136.

Traffic Coordination System for Space (TraCCS).—TraCSS is a
modern cloud-based system that provides space situational aware-
ness (SSA) and space traffic coordination services. The system plat-
form, designed and operated by a systems integrator, combines
DOW data with commercial software and data into a set of seam-
less SSA services and is on track to deliver critical flight safety
services to be used by all stakeholders. The integrator role is crit-
ical to delivering a neutral platform that provides safe and accu-
rate data to both commercial and government operators. The Com-
mittee expects NOAA to continue development of TraCSS through
use of a systems integrator.

Office of Marine and Aviation Operations.—The recommendation
includes $358,605,000 for Office of Marine and Aviation Operations
(OMAO) Operations, Research, and Facilities.

OFFICE OF MARINE AND AVIATION OPERATIONS

e

Office of Marine and Aviation Operations:
Marine Operations and Maintenance 210,000
Aviation Operations and Aircraft Services 42500
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OFFICE OF MARINE AND AVIATION OPERATIONS—Continued

b

Autonomous Uncrewed Technology Operations 40,000
NOAA Commissioned Officer Corps 66,105
Total, Office of Marine and Aviation Operations, Operations, Research, and Facilities ............. 358,605

Hurricane Hunters.—The Committee directs NOAA to maintain
the number of operational flight hours of their hurricane hunter
aircraft, to the extent necessary, at or above the levels in fiscal
year 2026.

Atmospheric Rivers Monitoring.—An increased understanding of
atmospheric rivers is critical to prepare for concentrated rain-
storms and flooding across the U.S. The recommendation includes
$4,000,000 for atmospheric rivers monitoring.

Autonomous and Uncrewed Technology Operations (AUTO).—The
recommendation includes $40,000,000 for AUTO, not less than
$30,000,000 shall be for agency-wide data acquisition from commer-
cial, unmanned maritime systems to support relevant operational
missions including, but not limited to, hurricane intensity fore-
casting, ocean carbon monitoring, fisheries surveys, ocean explo-
ration, and hydrographic surveying. Of these amounts, the rec-
ommendation also includes no less than $5,000,000 to support mis-
sions led by the National Data Buoy Center.

PROCUREMENT, ACQUISITION AND CONSTRUCTION
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

The recommendation includes $1,803,820,000 in direct obliga-
tions for NOAA Procurement, Acquisition and Construction (PAC),
of which $1,790,820,000 is appropriated from the general fund and
$13,000,000 is derived from recoveries of prior year obligations.
The following narrative and table identify the specific activities and
funding levels included in this Act:

PROCUREMENT, ACQUISITION AND CONSTRUCTION

Amount
Program ($000)

National Ocean Service:

National Estuarine Research Reserve Construction 8,500
Marine Sanctuaries Construction 4,000
Total, NOS—PAC 12,500
Office of Oceanic and Atmospheric Research:
Research Supercomputing/CCRI 40,000
Total, 0OAR—PAC 40,000
National Weather Service:
Observations 43,700
Central Processing 73,000
Dissemination 13,500
Facilities Construction and Major Repairs 13,500

Total, NWS—PAC 143,700
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Amount
Program ($000)

National Environmental Satellite, Data and Information Service:

Geostationary Systems—R 71,100
Polar Weather Satellites 269,570
Common Ground Services 80,000
Geostationary Earth Orbit 677,000
Low Earth Orbit 112,000
Space Weather Next 150,000
Systems/Services Architecture and Engineering 49,000
Satellite CDA Facility 2,450
Total, NESDIS—PAC 1,411,120
Mission Support:

NOAA Construction 40,000
Total, MS—PAC 40,000

Office of Marine and Aviation Operations:
Fleet Capital Improvements and Technology Infusion 28,000
Vessel Recapitalization and Construction 125,000
Aircraft Recapitalization and Construction 3,500
Total, OMAO—PAC 156,500
Total, Procurement, Acquisition and Construction 1,803,820

Research Supercomputing.—The Committee recognizes the high-
performance computing needs of NOAA research and the expanded
computational resources necessary to maintain this critical mission
to the overall research needs of NOAA. The recommendation in-
cludes $15,000,000 to continue to develop a dedicated high perform-
ance computing facility consistent with prior year direction.

Observations.—The Committee recognizes the importance of the
existing Next Generation Weather Radar (NEXRAD) in detecting
dangerous weather and in translating that data into specific, accu-
rate life-saving alerts for the public, aviation, and emergency re-
sponders. Within the amounts provided for Observations, the Com-
mittee directs NWS to prioritize repairing and maintaining
NEXRAD. Understanding that the current NEXRAD systems are
at end-of-life and significant gaps in radar coverage already exist,
the recommendation provides up to $25,000,000 to continue imple-
mentation of data fusion and gap-filling radar integration. Within
these funds, the Committee directs NOAA to prioritize cost-effec-
tive, commercially available radar and visualization technologies
that can be rapidly deployed to enhance coverage and decision-sup-
port capabilities.

Radar  Next  Program.—The  recommendation  includes
$25,000,000 to support the continued development, acquisition, in-
tegration, and implementation of a follow-on radar capability to
modernize and ultimately replace the NEXRAD network. The Com-
mittee recognizes that advances in phased array and other emerg-
ing radar technologies offer the potential for significant improve-
ments in forecast accuracy, warning lead times, and public safety.
The Committee directs NOAA to leverage the capabilities of an aca-
demic institution with demonstrated expertise in advanced weather
radar systems, atmospheric science, and radar engineering to sup-
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port the Radar Next program across its planning, acquisition, and
deployment phases. The Committee believes academic expertise
may prove especially useful in development of the acquisition strat-
egy and concept of operations, independent technical evaluation of
vendor proposals, and ongoing systems engineering and technical
advisory services, including the design, development, and testing of
radar prototypes. The Committee further directs NOAA to provide
a briefing, not later than 90 days after the enactment of this Act,
on its acquisition strategy and an initial implementation plan for
Radar Next.

Geostationary Extended Observations (GeoX0O).—The Committee
reminds NOAA of the direction included in the Joint Explanatory
Statement accompanying Public Law 119-74 regarding GeoXO.
The recommendation provides $677,000,000 and reaffirms support
for incorporating GeoXO Imager and GeoXO Sounder instruments
on both East and West geostationary satellites, while maintaining
first launch in 2032. The Committee further directs NOAA, no later
than 90 days after the enactment of this Act, to provide a briefing
on its GeoXO acquisition and instrument deployment plans, includ-
ing the revised mission architecture along with cost and schedule
baseline; planned use of fiscal year 2027 funds and major mile-
stones; the instrument sequencing plan supporting first launch in
2032; the readiness status of the GeoXO Imager and GeoXO Sound-
er and contingency plans to ensure advanced imaging and sounding
on first launch; and the projected outyear funding required to exe-
cute the approved architecture without further delay.

Joint Venture Program.—The Committee applauds NOAA’s use
of Broad Agency Announcements to investigate new technologies
for weather forecast improvement. The recommendation includes
$5,000,000 for NOAA to transition its ongoing research with the
private sector into a competitively awarded demonstration for
hyperspectral microwave sounder technologies and data.

Weather Imagery.—The recommendation provides up to
$8,000,000 for NOAA to conduct a data pilot to procure science-
grade observations and weather imaging for cloud characterization,
sea surface temperature, and snow and sea ice detection.

Ocean Surface Winds.—The Committee supports continued pri-
vate sector momentum to bring innovative technology online for im-
proved marine weather and hurricane forecasting. The rec-
ommendation includes $5,000,000 to conduct a commercial data
pilot for ocean surface winds. The pilot should prioritize data pro-
viding both wind speed and direction with all-weather capability
across a wide swath while remaining instrument agnostic.

Commercial Space-Based Remote Sensing for Coastal Mapping.—
The Committee recognizes the limitations of infrequent aerial and
ship-based coastal mapping surveys. The Committee directs NOAA
to leverage commercial space-based remote sensing technologies,
including optical, synthetic aperture radar, and other emerging
commercial Earth observation capabilities, to augment and en-
hance its coastal mapping activities. Such data should be used to
improve the timeliness, frequency, and geographic coverage of
coastal mapping, particularly following major storm events and
other hazards. The Committee further directs NOAA to integrate
commercial satellite data into its coastal mapping workflows to
help identify areas of rapid change and to inform the prioritization
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and deployment of aerial and in situ mapping assets. NOAA is en-
couraged to coordinate with other Federal agencies and existing
data acquisition programs to reduce duplication and maximize re-
turn on investment. Within 180 days of the enactment of this Act,
NOAA shall provide a briefing describing how commercial space-
based remote sensing is being used to support coastal mapping, the
benefits and limitations of such data, and any resource or policy
barriers to expanded operational use.

NOAA Construction.—The Committee is concerned that several
NMEFS laboratories will soon be unable to perform basic scientific
functions, given the age of the infrastructure, state of disrepair,
and changing physical environments in which they are located.
Within the funds provided for NOAA Construction, NOAA shall
prioritize investments in the Northeast and Southeast where re-
gional footprint studies identified NOAA’s most pressing facilities
challenges. The Committee continues direction for NOAA to estab-
lish a five-year budget framework to address regional facility mod-
ernization planning and redevelopment of priority labs, particularly
those in the Northwest, Northeast, and Southeast regions. The
budget shall be updated yearly as additional information and fund-
ing needs are refined as projects mature from planning estimates
through design phases.

Vessel Recapitalization and Construction.—Within the increase
provided for Vessel Recapitalization and Construction, not less
than $50,000,000 shall be used to procure commercially available
small and medium-sized unmanned surface vehicles capable of op-
erating independently of crewed vessels in support of mapping and
charting, ocean exploration, and fisheries survey missions. The
platforms should be rapidly fieldable and scalable, suitable for inte-
gration into the NOAA fleet, intended to address near-term capa-
bility, and expand operational capacity.

Research Vessel (R/V) Laurentian.—The Committee directs that
no later than 180 days after the enactment of this Act, NOAA shall
provide a briefing on plans to replace the R/V Laurentian by its
end of life in 2029; opportunities to partner with other State, Fed-
eral, and private sector entities to utilize NOAA ships on the Great
Lakes for environmental monitoring, science, and management;
and recent and planned investments in other environmental moni-
toring, science, and management platforms for the unique chal-
lenges in the Great Lakes.

PACIFIC COASTAL SALMON RECOVERY

The recommendation includes $65,000,000 for the Pacific Coastal
Salmon Recovery Fund (PCSRF).

FISHERIES DISASTER ASSISTANCE

The recommendation includes $300,000 for necessary expenses of
administering the fishery disaster assistance programs authorized
by the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management
Act (Public Law 94-265) and the Interjurisdictional Fisheries Act
(title III of Public Law 99-659).
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FISHERMEN’S CONTINGENCY FUND

The recommendation includes $349,000 for the Fishermen’s Con-
tingency Fund. This funding is available to compensate U.S. com-
mercial fishermen for damage or loss caused by obstructions re-
lated to oil and gas exploration and is derived from fees collected
by the Secretary of the Interior.

FISHERIES FINANCE PROGRAM ACCOUNT

Subject to section 502 of the Congressional Budget Act of 1974,
during fiscal year 2027, obligations of direct loans may not exceed
$24,000,000 for Individual Fishing Quota loans and not to exceed
$150,000,000 for traditional direct loans as authorized by the Mer-
chant Marine Act of 1936.

RECREATIONAL QUOTA ENTITY FUND

For carrying out the provisions of section 106 of the Driftnet
Modernization and Bycatch Reduction Act (title I of division S of
the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2023 (Public Law 117-328)),
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration may assess
and collect fees pursuant to such section, which shall be credited
to this account, to remain available until expended, for the pur-
poses specified in subsection (b) of such section, in addition to
amounts otherwise available for such purposes.

DEPARTMENTAL MANAGEMENT
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

The recommendation includes $87,700,000 for Departmental
Management (DM) salaries and expenses, which is $4,800,000
below the fiscal year 2026 enacted level.

Investment in Central Appalachia.—To diversify and enhance
economic opportunities, the Committee directs the Secretary to
prioritize discretionary funding to distressed counties within the
Central Appalachian region to help communities and regions that
have been affected by job losses in coal mining, coal power plant
operations, and coal-related supply chain industries due to the eco-
nomic downturn of the coal industry.

Office of Native American Business Development (ONABD).—The
recommendation provides $5,000,000 for ONABD to enable the Di-
rector to fulfill the Secretary’s duties to facilitate Tribal business
and economic development, trade, and export promotion. The Com-
mittee is disappointed in the Office of the Secretary’s lack of
progress in implementing congressional direction and the require-
ments of Public Law 116-261. The Committee directs the Depart-
ment to provide a briefing, no later than 45 days after the enact-
ment of this Act, on the actions taken to implement ONABD’s du-
ties, initiatives, and coordination activities.

Maritime Prosperity Zones.—The Committee applauds the Ad-
ministration’s recent executive actions, including “Restoring Amer-
ica’s Maritime Dominance” and “America’s Maritime Action Plan,”
which highlight the concept of Maritime Prosperity Zones as a po-
tential mechanism to strengthen the U.S. maritime industrial base,
expand shipbuilding and repair capacity, and stimulate regional
economic development tied to maritime commerce. In particular,
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the Committee notes that strategically designated Maritime Pros-
perity Zones could support investment in port infrastructure, ship-
building and repair facilities, maritime logistics, and related manu-
facturing clusters. The Committee further notes the potential value
of incorporating and prioritizing U.S. internal waterways into this
initiative. America’s inland river system, including major corridors
such as the Tennessee River and the Tennessee—-Tombigbee Water-
way, offers significant opportunities to support maritime manufac-
turing, barge construction and repair, and logistics activities con-
nected to coastal and international shipping networks. Leveraging
these inland assets could broaden the geographic reach of maritime
industrial revitalization and provide cost-effective sites for ex-
panded maritime activity. The Committee encourages the Depart-
ment of Commerce to coordinate with other Federal agencies to ex-
plore the establishment of a pilot Maritime Prosperity Zone to
evaluate how targeted Federal coordination, infrastructure invest-
ment, and regulatory flexibility could accelerate maritime indus-
trial development. In selecting potential pilot locations, the Com-
mittee encourages consideration of areas with strong maritime her-
itage, existing industrial capacity, and access to strategic inland
waterways, which may offer particularly promising opportunities
for barge construction, vessel repair, logistics, and related maritime
manufacturing activity. The Committee encourages the Depart-
ment to consult with Congress as it develops any such pilot initia-
tive.

Agricultural Bio-LNG in Global Maritime Fuel Markets.—The
Committee recognizes the critical role of domestically produced en-
ergy, including biogas, bio-LNG, and waste-derived fuels, in ad-
vancing U.S. economic competitiveness and strengthening the
American maritime industry. The Committee notes that the Ad-
ministration’s Maritime Action Plan identifies the Department of
Commerce as a key partner in rebuilding the Maritime Industrial
Base and expanding the global competitiveness of U.S.-flagged ves-
sels and domestic maritime commerce. The Committee directs the
Department to ensure that its implementation of the Maritime Ac-
tion Plan includes consideration of how American-produced fuels,
including biogenic and waste-derived fuels, can support the com-
petitiveness of U.S. maritime operators and that lifecycle-based ac-
counting methodologies are reflected in relevant trade, standards,
and commercial policy. The Committee directs the Department to
provide a briefing within 120 days of the enactment of this Act on
steps it has taken to advance the commercial interests of American
energy producers and maritime operators in international maritime
fuel markets, and to ensure that American-made fuels are not com-
petitively disadvantaged relative to foreign alternatives.

Critical Minerals Supply Chains.—The Committee recognizes the
growing importance of secure and reliable supply chains for critical
minerals essential to advanced manufacturing, defense tech-
nologies, and emerging energy systems. The Committee encourages
the Department of Commerce, including ITA and NIST, to assess
vulnerabilities within domestic supply chains for critical minerals
used in semiconductor manufacturing, advanced electronics, and
defense-related technologies. The Committee further encourages
the Department to coordinate with relevant Federal agencies and
industry stakeholders to identify opportunities to strengthen do-
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mestic processing, manufacturing capacity, and supply chain resil-
ience.

Employee Stock Ownership Plans (ESOPs).—The Committee rec-
ognizes that ESOPs can be an effective tool for retaining American
companies, especially those undergoing business succession. The
Committee notes the private financing gap may impede the growth
of ESOPs among small- and medium-sized businesses, especially
those in industries critical to economic and national security. The
Committee encourages the Department to assess opportunities to
address this financing gap.

Public Access Implementation.—The Committee recognizes the
importance of public access to federally funded research in accel-
erating scientific discovery and maximizing taxpayer value. The
Committee encourages the Department to continue collaboration
between other Federal agencies, researchers, and publishers to im-
plement frameworks that protect author rights while serving the
public interest. In so doing, the Department should protect author
rights, support rigorous unbiased peer review processes, and pro-
vide reliable repository infrastructure supported by robust, trust-
worthy metadata that are in the public interest.

Critical Materials and Rare Earth Elements in Domestic E-
Waste.—The Committee recognizes the strategic importance of Crit-
ical Materials and Rare Earth Elements as inputs in a variety of
products and is aware of recent advancements in extracting these
inputs from electronic waste stock. The Committee directs the De-
partment to submit a report not later than 180 days after the en-
actment of this Act on the potential economic, strategic, and tech-
nological benefits generated by a robust domestic electronic waste
Critical Material and Rare Earth Element extraction industry.

Small Business Tariff Refund Assistance.—Recognizing the im-
portance of the Department of Commerce’s ongoing engagement
with the small business community on trade and tariff matters, the
Committee directs the Secretary, through the Office of Public En-
gagement, and in collaboration with Department bureaus, to
strengthen engagement with U.S. small businesses, and to conduct
outreach and provide technical assistance to U.S. small businesses
that may be entitled to refunds of duties or import surcharges. The
Department should coordinate with other Departments and agen-
cies, as necessary, in this effort. The Department shall provide a
briefing to the Committee not later than 30 days after enactment
of this Act on its plan to carry out this directive.

RENOVATION AND MODERNIZATION

The recommendation includes $1,142,000 for the DM Renovation
and Modernization account, which is equal to the fiscal year 2026
enacted level.

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL

The recommendation includes $48,000,000 for the Office of In-
spector General (OIG), which is equal to the fiscal year 2026 en-
acted level.

The Committee directs the OIG to continue its oversight and in-
vestigations work on cybersecurity, telework, patent quality, the
decennial census, contracts and grants, patent examiner conflicts of
interest, and the business application system modernization.



46

GENERAL PROVISIONS—DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

The recommendation includes the following general provisions
for the Department of Commerce:

Section 101 makes funds available for advanced payments only
upon certification of officials, designated by the Secretary, that
such payments are considered to be in the public interest.

Section 102 makes appropriations for Department of Commerce
salaries and expenses available for hire of passenger motor vehi-
1cles, for services, and for uniforms or allowances as authorized by
aw.

Section 103 provides the authority to transfer funds between De-
partment of Commerce appropriation accounts and requires ad-
vance notification to the Committees on Appropriations for certain
actions.

Section 104 provides congressional notification requirements for
NOAA satellite programs and includes life cycle cost estimates for
certain weather satellite programs.

Section 105 provides for reimbursement for services within De-
partment of Commerce buildings.

Section 106 clarifies that grant recipients under the Department
of Commerce may deter child pornography, copyright infringement,
or any other unlawful activity over their networks.

Section 107 provides the NOAA Administrator with the authority
to avail NOAA of resources, with the consent of those supplying the
resources, to carry out responsibilities of any statute administered
by NOAA.

Section 108 prohibits the National Technical Information Service
from charging for certain services.

Section 109 allows NOAA to be reimbursed by Federal and non-
Federal entities for performing certain activities.

Section 110 provides the Economics and Statistics Administra-
tion with certain authority to enter into cooperative agreements.

Section 111 sets limitations on the Department’s ability to obli-
gate unobligated balances of expired discretionary funds trans-
ferred to the Nonrecurring Expenses Fund.

Section 112 allows the NOAA Administrator to establish an al-
ternative or fixed rate for relocation allowance.

Section 113 requires NWS to maintain staffing levels to perform
statutory functions.

Section 114 prohibits the use of funds made available to NIST for
High Performance Computing resources located in the People’s Re-
public of China.

TITLE II
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
JUSTICE OPERATIONS, MANAGEMENT, AND ACCOUNTABILITY

SALARIES AND EXPENSES

The recommendation includes $135,000,000 for Justice Oper-
ations, Management, and Accountability, Salaries and Expenses,
which is $5,000,000 below the fiscal year 2026 enacted level.
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McGirt v. Oklahoma.—The Committee recognizes the workload
increases for Federal agencies resulting from the Supreme Court’s
McGirt v. Oklahoma decision in 2020. The Federal responsibility
for prosecuting many serious offenses involving Indian offenders or
victims in eastern Oklahoma increased personnel needs of the U.S.
Attorney’s Office (USAO), Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI),
U.S. Marshal Service (USMS), Drug Enforcement Administration
(DEA), Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF),
and the Bureau of Prisons (BOP). The Committee directs the De-
partment to ensure all McGirt-related needs are met in fiscal year
2027 and further directs the Department to allocate no less than
the fiscal year 2026 enacted levels for McGirt-related activities, by
component. The Department is directed to keep the Committee ap-
prised of any additional resources or needs relating to McGirt, and,
no later than 90 days after the enactment of this Act, the Depart-
ment shall update and submit the report required under this head-
ing in the Joint Explanatory Statement accompanying Public Law
117-328.

Reimbursable Agreements.—The Committee recognizes the strain
placed on State investigative resources resulting from the McGirt
v. Oklahoma Supreme Court decision. Therefore, the Committee di-
rects the Department, including but not limited to the FBI and Ex-
ecutive Office for United States Attorneys (EOUSA), to explore re-
imbursable agreements with State and local partners in jurisdic-
tions facing high volumes of Indian Country investigative respon-
sibilities as a result of the McGirt decision. The Department is di-
rected to keep the Committee apprised of any additional resources
or needs relating to these reimbursable agreements.

Counterfeit Drugs and Safety Risks.—The Committee is con-
cerned about counterfeit and untested GLP-1 and GIP/GLP-1 medi-
cations, posing a serious risk to public health and patient safety.
The Committee directs the Department to coordinate with the Food
and Drug Administration (FDA) Office of Criminal Investigations
to increase awareness across the Government on the threat posed
by the illegal distribution of counterfeit and inappropriately labeled
or manufactured GIP/GLP-1 medications and take appropriate en-
forcement actions against those whose products threaten patients’
safety. The Committee further directs the Department to provide
a report, no later than 60 days after the enactment of this Act, out-
lining efforts taken by the Department to combat these practices
and any resource limitations the Department may face.

Illegal Streaming.—Streaming has fast become a dominant dis-
tribution medium for copyrighted works—both through legally li-
censed means and illegal piracy services. In response to requests
from the Department, Congress passed strong protections against
unauthorized streaming as part of the Consolidated Appropriations
Act, 2021 (Public Law 116-260). The Committee encourages the
Department to prioritize streaming piracy cases and to detail with-
in existing reports on copyright enforcement activities the actions
it brings under section 2319C of title 18, United States Code.

Reassignment of Department Personnel.—The Committee con-
tinues to direct the Department to provide a monthly report, begin-
ning within 30 days of enactment of this Act, on the ongoing re-
assignments of DOJ law enforcement officers to activities beyond
their mission set, including Title 8 enforcement efforts. Such report
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should specify the numbers of personnel either permanently reas-
signed or placed on temporary duty assignment for purposes be-
yond the original scope of the congressionally prescribed mission
and authorities, broken down by bureau/agency, along with associ-
ated costs by bureaw/agency.

Human Trafficking Courts.—The Committee recognizes that
human trafficking cases are often complex and resource-intensive
to investigate and prosecute, frequently involving vulnerable vic-
tims, multi-jurisdictional investigations, and significant evidentiary
challenges. Despite sustained Federal enforcement efforts, success-
ful prosecution of trafficking offenses can remain difficult. The
Committee directs DOJ to submit a report detailing the Depart-
ment’s investigative and prosecutorial activities, a breakdown of re-
sources needed to successfully prosecute human trafficking cases,
identification of potential unmet resource needs, and other relevant
information to address barriers to successfully prosecute perpetra-
tors of human trafficking crimes. As part of this report, the Depart-
ment, in consultation with the Administrative Office of the United
States Courts, shall identify and examine barriers affecting the ef-
fective adjudication of Federal human trafficking cases and explore
the feasibility and advisability of establishing a specialized Article
IIT judicial structure dedicated to these cases. The Department
shall provide this report within 120 days of enactment of this Act.

Victim Restitution in Fraud and Scam Cases.—The Committee is
concerned that, despite significant enforcement actions and asset
seizures in fraud and scam cases, victims often receive little or no
restitution, and that there is limited publicly available information
on restitution outcomes. The Committee directs the Department to
submit a report not later than 180 days after the enactment of this
Act assessing the Department’s efforts to obtain restitution for vic-
tims of fraud and scams. The report shall include, to the extent
practicable: (1) data on the number of fraud and scam cases result-
ing in restitution orders; (2) the total amount of restitution ordered
compared to the total amount actually recovered and distributed to
victims; (3) average and median recovery rates and timeframes for
victim compensation; and (4) an analysis of legal, operational, and
practical challenges that impede victim restitution, including issues
related to asset tracing, forfeiture procedures, competing claims,
international activity, and victim identification. The report shall
also identify opportunities to improve restitution outcomes, includ-
ing potential legislative, regulatory, or administrative changes to
better ensure that victims receive meaningful financial recovery.

Community Relations Service (CRS).—The Committee accepts
OMB'’s request to eliminate the CRS. Further, the Committee au-
thorizes the funding provided under this heading to fully close out
CRS operations and functions.

Counter-Unmanned Aircraft Systems (C-UAS).—The Committee
recognizes the growing threat posed by the malicious and unau-
thorized use of UAS to public safety, critical infrastructure, mass
gatherings, and sensitive government facilities. The Committee
supports increased public investment in U.S. industry to accelerate
the development and deployment of effective counter-UAS tech-
nologies to detect, identify, track, and mitigate such threats. The
Committee emphasizes that the rapid deployment of cost-effective
counter-UAS solutions to address the most prevalent threats to the
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homeland should include radio frequency (RF)-based detection,
identification, tracking, and mitigation capabilities. The Committee
directs the Department, in coordination with the Department of
Homeland Security, as appropriate, to ensure that acquisition
strategies, pilot programs, and technology evaluations do not ex-
clude RF-enabled systems and fully consider commercially avail-
able, scalable, and interoperable RF-based counter-UAS solutions.
The Committee further encourages the Departments to prioritize
technologies that enhance situational awareness, enable non-ki-
netic mitigation options, minimize collateral effects, and support in-
tegration with existing public safety and homeland security com-
munications infrastructure.

Ethylene Oxide (EtO) Litigation Transparency and Continuity of
Sterile Medical Devices.—The Committee recognizes the vital role
of EtO sterilization in maintaining the availability of sterile med-
ical devices essential for patient care in the United States. The
Committee is aware of increased medical monitoring claims related
to EtO exposure and the influence of third party litigation funding
in mass tort matters. To ensure transparency and preserve access
to essential health care products, the Committee directs the De-
partment, in consultation with appropriate Federal agencies, to as-
sess the prevalence and impact of third party litigation funding in
EtO related cases; evaluate opportunities to strengthen disclosure,
oversight, and conflict of interest safeguards; and report within 180
days on findings and any recommendations that promote trans-
parency, protect scientific integrity in claims adjudication, and
mitigate unintended disruptions to the supply of sterilized medical
devices necessary for patient care.

Combatting Organized Animal Cruelty.—The Committee is con-
cerned about illegal animal fighting activity that subjects animals
to extreme cruelty and suffering, and is often linked to inter-
national drug trafficking, organized crime and money laundering.
The Committee is encouraged by the Department’s use of the Pre-
venting Animal Cruelty and Torture Act (Public Law 116-72) and
other Federal animal cruelty statutes to hold perpetrators account-
able. The Department is encouraged to increase efforts to inves-
tigate and dismantle dogfighting and cockfighting operations as
soon as there is any evidence of such illegal activity, including col-
laborating with the U.S. Department of Agriculture and other Fed-
eral, State, and local law enforcement agencies.

Cargo, Rail, Supply Chain, and Retail Theft Task Forces and
Prosecution.—The Committee is concerned with the alarming rise
in supply chain fraud and cargo theft throughout the railroad, com-
mercial motor vehicle, and intermodal transportation systems. The
Committee recognizes that cargo theft offenses are often associated
with organized crime syndicates, drug trafficking, and illicit fi-
nance, and have a significant adverse impact on the United States
economy. The Committee understands that States face resource
and investigative challenges from groups operating beyond local,
State, and regional law enforcement capabilities, and that more
needs to be done to address the cross-jurisdictional, interstate, and
international aspects of these crimes. Therefore, the Committee di-
rects the Department to provide a briefing, within 120 days of en-
actment of this Act, on plans to establish regional task forces, led
by the FBI and in partnership with Homeland Security Investiga-
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tions, the Transportation Security Administration, the Department
of Transportation, and Federal, State, and local law enforcement
agencies, to investigate and refer related cases for prosecution. The
recommendation includes $2,000,000 to support the establishment
of these task forces. The Committee further directs the EOUSA to
submit a report, within 90 days of the enactment of this Act, iden-
tifying the USAOs with the highest rates of crimes involving cargo
theft, including under sections 659, 1991, and 2117 of title 18,
United States Code. The Committee directs those USAOs with the
highest rates of cargo theft, or a significant rail presence, to assign
at least one additional attorney to cargo theft prosecutions and fur-
ther directs the Department to allocate no less than $2,000,000 for
such purposes.

Combatting the Opioid Crisis.—The Committee remains alarmed
by the opioid epidemic in the United States. Therefore, the Com-
mittee directs the Department to leverage all available resources to
continue dismantling and disrupting opioid and heroin distribution
networks throughout the United States by identifying individuals
involved in the transportation, sale, distribution and use of illegal
opioids based on intelligence obtained from cooperating sources,
law enforcement interdiction activities, and current and historical
drug trends, and to use that obtained information to further com-
plex drug investigations targeting those identified opioid distribu-
tion networks. The Committee directs the Department to provide a
briefing on these activities, no later than 60 days after the enact-
ment of this Act. As part of this briefing, the Department shall de-
scribe these activities in both Tribal and non-Tribal jurisdictions.

Fentanyl Wastewater Testing and Epidemiology.—The Committee
supports the DEA, the FBI, and local law enforcement in their ef-
forts to combat the trafficking and sale of fentanyl across the coun-
try. The Committee also supports the use of emerging technologies
to bolster and accelerate these efforts, such as new technology in
advanced wastewater epidemiology and testing. To enhance these
efforts, the recommendation includes $10,000,000 to accelerate test-
ing for fentanyl by utilizing commercially available advanced
wastewater testing technology that can identify and analyze spe-
cific biomarkers to detect narcotics prevalence, country of origin,
understand usage patterns, and identify trends through anony-
mous, macro-level data. Such emerging technology could provide in-
creased capabilities in the detection, monitoring, tracking, and
analysis of fentanyl and other controlled substances to identify its
production or use, when and where it exists among our commu-
nities, to reduce fentanyl trafficking and use.

Increase Enforcement Against Illegal E-Cigarettes.—The Com-
mittee directs the Department to direct the highest practicable
amount of resources toward enforcement activities related to e-ciga-
rettes, vapes, and other electronic nicotine delivery systems, includ-
ing activities to increase civil and criminal injunctions in coordina-
tion with the FDA, and to continue detentions, seizures, and de-
struction of illicit tobacco products found to be imported and dis-
tributed unlawfully into the United States.

Availability Pay.—The Committee directs the Department to pro-
vide a briefing, no later than 90 days after the enactment of this
Act, on the feasibility of the payment of availability pay under 5
U.S.C. 5545a and to permit aggregate annual compensation for em-
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ployees receiving such pay to exceed the limitation otherwise appli-
cable under section 5547, except that such aggregate compensation
may not exceed the rate payable for Executive Schedule Level II.
This briefing shall include a detailed cost estimate for permitting
such compensation, broken out by component and/or agency, as
well as the number of employees permitting such compensation
could apply to, and any other fiscal or policy considerations.

Redacting Survivor and Victim Personally Identifiable Informa-
tion.—The Committee is concerned that DOJ has not fully removed
or redacted survivor and victim personally identifiable information
(“PII”) from the publicly released documents as required by the Ep-
stein Files Transparency Act. Not later than 30 days after the en-
actment of this Act, DOJ shall ensure that survivor and victim PII
is removed from its website. DOJ is further directed to report with-
in 60 days of the enactment of this Act on steps taken to meet this
directive.

Second Amendment Task Force.—The Committee commends the
Trump Administration for the creation of the Second Amendment
Enforcement Task Force to vigorously protect and restore Second
Amendment rights, pursuant to Executive Order 14206 entitled
“Protecting Second Amendment Rights.” The Committee directs the
Task Force to develop and execute strategies for the Department
to use litigation and policy to advance Second Amendment rights.
As part of this directive, the Committee expects the Task Force to
actively review Federal statutes, regulations, and agency guidance
related to the right to keep and bear arms and identify provisions
that may be inconsistent with the Second Amendment as inter-
preted by the Supreme Court. Where Federal law, regulation, or
enforcement policies are determined by the Task Force to impose
an unlawful burden on Second Amendment rights, consistent with
Supreme Court precedent and applicable Federal law, the Com-
mittee expects the Task Force to advise the Attorney General on
strategies to leverage litigation or policy changes to remedy the
identified potential constitutional harm. The Task Force is ex-
pected to coordinate with other Departmental components to en-
sure that the Department’s litigation positions in Federal court re-
flect a consistently robust defense of Second Amendment protec-
tions consistent with Supreme Court precedent and applicable Fed-
eral law. The Committee further directs the Task Force to provide
a briefing, no later than 90 days after the enactment of this Act
and quarterly thereafter, on the Task Force’s activities described
above.

Mass Spectrometry Technology.—The Committee is aware of the
increasing threat posed by aerosolized chemical and biological
agents, including synthetic opioids such as fentanyl, to U.S. law en-
forcement personnel and the broader justice system. These threats
are growing in sophistication and accessibility, enabling adver-
saries and violent action to exploit vulnerabilities in our national
security and public safety infrastructure. The Committee recog-
nizes that rapid, accurate, and cost-effective identification of such
agents is essential to ensuring the operational readiness and safety
of Department personnel. The Committee is aware that Matrix-As-
sisted Laser Desorption/Ionization Time-of-Flight (MALDI-TOF)
mass spectrometry technology offers a highly specific, non-destruc-
tive, and rapid method for detecting and identifying harmful sub-
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stances including chemical and biological agents. Therefore, the
Committee encourages the Department to initiate a pilot program,
utilizing up to $10,000,000 from across the Department, to deploy
MALDI-TOF mass spectrometry technology within the Depart-
ment.

Mail Theft and Fraud Enforcement.—The Committee directs the
Department, in coordination with the United States Postal Inspec-
tion Service, the Federal Bureau of Investigation, and State and
local law enforcement agencies, to establish a coordinated Mail
Theft and Fraud Task Force initiative to investigate and prosecute
organized mail theft and related financial crimes. The Committee
further directs the Department to prioritize investigations involv-
ing organized criminal enterprises, theft or misuse of master access
keys, large-scale mail theft operations, and check washing schemes.
Not later than 120 days after enactment of this act, the Depart-
ment shall brief the committee on its implementation of this initia-
tive, including staffing and resource needs; jurisdictions experi-
encing elevated rates of mail theft; coordination with the United
States Postal Service on theft prevention and infrastructure
vulnerabilities; and public awareness and deterrence efforts related
to mail theft and fraud.

Departmental Staffing.—The Committee is concerned with the
staffing levels, particularly of experienced attorneys, and the rising
case load such attorneys are responsible for across the Department.
The Committee therefore directs the Department to submit a re-
port, no later than 90 days after the enactment of this Act, that
details the following information for fiscal years 2023 through
2026, broken out by each litigating component and U.S. Attorney’s
Office: the number of authorized attorney positions, their respective
years of experience and number of attorneys onboarded as of Sep-
tember 30th of each year; the number of cases handled by each liti-
gating component comparing each year ending on September 30th;
and the average case load per onboarded attorney.

Crypto ATMs.—The Committee is concerned by the rapid growth
of fraud schemes targeting elderly and vulnerable populations
through the use of cryptocurrency automated teller machines
(crypto ATMs). The Committee encourages the Department, in con-
sultation with state and local governments, to study the effect of
siting Crypto ATMs near government buildings, such as police sta-
tions and courthouses, in limiting the frequency and severity of
fraud. If favorable, the Department may issue guidelines to state
and local governments.

Crime Victims’ Rights Enforcement Report—The Committee
notes the rights of crime victims are protected by the Crime Vic-
tims’ Rights Act (CVRA) of 2004. The Committee directs the DOJ
Office of the Inspector General, in consultation with the Attorney
General, to submit a report within 180 days of enactment to the
Committee on Appropriations. Such report shall assess the Depart-
ment’s compliance with the CVRA, identify gaps or ambiguities in
current DOJ policies or practices that prevent victims from exer-
cising their rights, and recommend specific reforms to strengthen
enforcement. The report shall also evaluate what internal proce-
dures or legal reforms are necessary to ensure that all victims, in-
cluding those in cases where formal charges have not yet been
filed, are timely notified of pretrial agreements or non-prosecution.
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JUSTICE INFORMATION SHARING TECHNOLOGY
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

The recommendation includes $50,000,000 for Justice Informa-
tion Sharing Technology, which is $11,540,000 above the fiscal year
2026 enacted level.

Cybersecurity Modernization.—The Committee is concerned with
the impact of recent cyberattacks targeting the nation’s Federal
law enforcement and legal infrastructure. Consistent with the De-
partment’s 2025-2027 IT Strategic Plan objective to streamline
threat detection and remediation, the Committee encourages the
Department to adopt a unified, Al-driven security operations plat-
form that can reduce manual workloads and security data siloing,
and drive significant reductions in average security incident detec-
tion and response times across the enterprise. To that end, the
Committee recommends not less than $10,000,000 of the amount
provided under the Justice Information Sharing Technology ac-
count for the Department to deploy a modern, Al-driven security
operations platform capable of integrating with existing cybersecu-
rity tooling to streamline incident reporting and automate security
orchestration and response to detected network security incidents.
The Committee directs the Chief Information Officer of the Depart-
ment to provide a briefing, not later than 180 days after the enact-
ment of this Act, detailing: (1) a roadmap for the deployment of
this platform; (2) projected cost savings from the reduction of dupli-
cative tooling and manual workloads; and (3) measurable bench-
marks for the reduction of average security incident detection and
response times.

EXECUTIVE OFFICE FOR IMMIGRATION REVIEW
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

The recommendation includes $800,000,000 for the Executive Of-
fice for Immigration Review (EOIR), of which $10,000,000 is de-
rived by transfer from the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Serv-
ices Immigration Examinations Fee Account. The recommendation
is equal to the fiscal year 2026 enacted level.

Recurring Review of Immigration Court Management.—The Com-
mittee directs GAO to provide an update to its prior reports GAO-
17-438 and GAO-23-105431, entitled “Immigration Courts: Ac-
tions Needed to Reduce Case Backlog and Address Long-Standing
Management and Operational Challenges,” assessing EOIR’s
progress in implementing open recommendations, the current size
and trajectory of the immigration case backlog, and any new man-
agement or operational challenges, with the first such update sub-
mitted to the Committee not later than one year after the date of
enactment of this Act. The Department of Justice is reminded to
continue to cooperate fully with GAO and provide timely access to
all records, data, and personnel necessary to ensure the Depart-
ment and Committee have a full and accurate understanding of
EOIR’s progress.
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OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL

The recommendation includes $139,000,000 for the Office of In-
spector General (OIG), which is equal to the fiscal year 2026 en-
acted level.

UNITED STATES PAROLE COMMISSION
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

The recommendation includes $12,864,000 for the salaries and
expenses of the United States Parole Commission, which is
$136,000 below the fiscal year 2026 enacted level.

LEGAL ACTIVITIES
SALARIES AND EXPENSES, GENERAL LEGAL ACTIVITIES
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

The recommendation includes $1,015,000,000 for General Legal
Activities, which is $115,000,000 above the fiscal year 2026 enacted
level. Of the amounts made available under this subheading, no
less than $20,000,000 shall be allocated to the Trade Fraud Task
Force, within the Criminal Division, to carry out Task Force activi-
ties, including prosecuting entities found to be in violation of the
Uyghur Forced Labor Prevention Act (UFLPA) particularly in high-
priority sectors, importers of unauthorizd e-cigarette products,
transshipment of goods, evasion of tariffs, trade-based money laun-
dering, and other trade-related crimes; no less than $19,200,000
shall be allocated to the Criminal Division to combat child exploi-
tation; and no less than $2,500,000 shall be allocated to the Com-
puter Crime and Intellectual Property Section, within the Criminal
Division. The Committee has provided separate funding rec-
ommendations by office and decision unit as follows:

Office of the Solicitor General $16,000,000
Criminal Division ........ccccccvvvvvvvvveveeennnn. $275,000,000
Civil DIVISION .oioeviiiiiieiieiieeiiecie ettt ettt v e seaeeaeesaeeveeesaeenenas $435,000,000
Environment and Natural Resources Division . $85,000,000
Office of Legal Counsel $10,000,000
Civil Rights Division .. $152,000,000
Fraud Division ............ $30,000,000
Office of Pardon Attorney $12,000,000

Total, General Legal Activities ......cc.cccooveriiienieniieenieniieieeieeee. $1,015,000,000

Second Amendment Rights Section.—Within the funding provided
under this subheading, the Committee recommends $1,418,000 for
the recently established dedicated Second Amendment Rights Sec-
tion (the Section) within the Civil Rights Division. The Committee
expects the recommended funds to be used to hire attorneys, inves-
tigators, and support staff; develop litigation strategies; and build
sustained subject matter expertise to protect the constitutional
right to keep and bear arms. Within the aforementioned rec-
ommended funding, the Committee directs the Section to monitor
State and local laws, regulations, policies, and practices to identify
measures that unlawfully infringe upon the right to keep and bear
arms and shall pursue enforcement actions where justice so re-
quires in the discretion of the Department. The Committee further
directs the Section to participate and contribute to the mission set



55

of the Second Amendment Enforcement Task Force established by
the Attorney General pursuant to Executive Order 14206 entitled
“Protecting Second Amendment Rights.” The Committee directs the
Department to refrain from any reorganization of this Section in a
manner that undermines its purpose without prior notification to
the Committee. The Section is directed to ensure the Department’s
legal positions are consistent with a robust interpretation of Second
Amendment protections. The Committee directs the Assistant At-
torney General for Civil Rights to transmit a semi-annual report to
the Committee summarizing the Section’s activities, including en-
forcement actions taken, a description of unmet needs to sustain
the operations of the Section, potential areas for legislative
changes, and any other considerations relevant for Congress on this
matter.

Protection of Gun Owner Registration Information.—The Com-
mittee is concerned by the constitutional injuries that may arise
from firearm ownership databases maintained by State or local
governments. Therefore, the Committee directs the Second Amend-
ment Rights Section, consistent with the directives in this Report
and Executive Order 14206, to review and monitor State or local
government firearm ownership databases as part of its 