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118TH CONGRESS REPT. 118–483 " ! HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 2d Session Part 1 

ASTRONAUT SAFE TEMPORARY RIDE OPTIONS ACT 

MAY 6, 2024.—Ordered to be printed 

Mr. LUCAS, from the Committee on Science, Space, and Technology, 
submitted the following 

R E P O R T 

[To accompany H.R. 272] 

The Committee on Science, Space, and Technology, to whom was 
referred the bill (H.R. 272) to amend title 31, United States Code, 
to authorize transportation for Government astronauts returning 
from space between their residence and various locations, and for 
other purposes, having considered the same, reports favorably 
thereon without amendment and recommends that the bill do pass. 
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PURPOSE AND SUMMARY 

H.R. 272 streamlines the process for the NASA Administrator to 
approve transportation of an astronaut following the return of the 
astronaut from space. This bill amends title 31, United States 
Code, to clarify that post-flight ground transportation of an astro-
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naut between the astronaut’s residence and various locations for 
performance of official duties is considered transportation for an of-
ficial purpose. 

BACKGROUND AND NEED FOR LEGISLATION 

Unique aspects of the space environment can cause astronauts to 
experience a number of physiological changes during missions. Fol-
lowing their return to earth, NASA requires certain astronauts to 
undergo extensive medical evaluations, allowing NASA both to 
study the effects of space on the human body and to ensure the 
well-being of the astronauts. As a part of this process, NASA must 
grant an astronaut post-flight medical clearance before the astro-
naut can operate a motor vehicle. Prior to obtaining such clearance, 
astronauts must rely on alternative methods of ground transpor-
tation to travel back and forth to their NASA-required medical 
evaluations or other official duties. To reduce this burden, the 
NASA Administrator may approve NASA’s provision of ground 
transportation for astronauts until they are cleared to drive but, 
under current law, must grant such approval for each astronaut on 
an individual basis. 

H.R. 272 amends title 31, United States Code, to clarify that the 
NASA Administrator may provide a blanket approval for post-flight 
transportation of certain astronauts until they are medically 
cleared to drive. This eliminates the current redundant and bu-
reaucratic approval process of the Administrator issuing separate 
approvals for each astronaut and ensures that astronauts have ac-
cess to safe transportation before receiving clearance to operate 
motor vehicles. By streamlining the approval process, and ensuring 
astronauts are able to efficiently conduct post-mission medical ex-
aminations, NASA will be able to collect important biomedical data 
on the health impacts of space to further enable future exploration 
goals. 

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY 

H.R. 272 was introduced on January 11, 2023, by the Committee 
on Science, Space, and Technology’s Space and Aeronautics Sub-
committee Chairman Babin (R–TX) and is cosponsored by Rep-
resentative Jackson (D–NC). 

SECTION-BY-SECTION 

Section 1. Short title 
The short title of this legislation is the ‘‘Astronaut Safe Tem-

porary Ride Options Act’’ or the ‘‘ASTRO Act’’. 

Section 2. Transportation of astronauts returning from space 
This section amends Section 1344 of title 31, United States Code, 

allowing the NASA Administrator to provide blanket approval of 
post-flight transportation for certain astronauts returning from 
space prior to such astronauts obtaining medical clearance to oper-
ate a motor vehicle. This section also directs an annual report on 
NASA’s use of the authority granted by this bill. 
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RELATED COMMITTEE HEARINGS 

Pursuant to clause 3(c)(6) of rule XIII, the following hearing was 
used to develop or consider H.R. 272. 

On April 27, 2023 the Committee on Science, Space, and Tech-
nology held a hearing titled An Overview of the Fiscal Year 2024 
Proposed Budget Request for the National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration. Members discussed both immediate and long-term 
agency and astronaut needs with the witness. 

Witness: 
• The Honorable Bill Nelson, Administrator, National Aero-

nautics and Space Administration 

DUPLICATION OF FEDERAL PROGRAMS 

Pursuant to clause 3(c)(5) of rule XIII, the Committee finds that 
no provision of H.R. 272 establishes or reauthorizes a program of 
the Federal Government known to be duplicative of another Fed-
eral program, including any program that was included in a report 
to Congress pursuant to section 21 of Public Law 111–139 or iden-
tified in the most recent Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance. 

COMMITTEE CONSIDERATION 

On March 20, 2024, the Committee on Science, Space, and Tech-
nology met to consider H.R. 272. 

Chairman Lucas moved that the Committee favorably report the 
bill to the House of Representatives with the recommendation that 
the bill be approved. The motion was agreed to by a vote of 35– 
0. 

ROLL CALL VOTES 

Clause 3(b) of rule XIII requires the Committee to list the record 
votes on the motion to report legislation and amendments thereto. 
The following reflects the record votes taken during the Committee 
consideration: 
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APPLICATION OF LAW TO THE LEGISLATIVE BRANCH 

The Committee finds that H.R. 272 does not relate to the terms 
and conditions of employment or access to public services or accom-
modations within the meaning of section 102(b)(3) of the Congres-
sional Accountability Act (Public Law 104–1). 

STATEMENT OF OVERSIGHT FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF 
THE COMMITTEE 

In compliance with clause 3(c)(1) of rule XIII and clause (2)(b)(1) 
of rule X, the Committee’s oversight findings and recommendations 
are reflected in the descriptive portions of this report. 

STATEMENT OF GENERAL PERFORMANCE GOALS AND OBJECTIVES 

Pursuant to clause (3)(c)(4) of rule XIII, the goal of H.R. 272 is 
to streamline the process for the NASA Administrator to approve 
transportation of an astronaut following the return of such astro-
naut from space by clarifying that post-flight ground transportation 
of an astronaut between the astronaut’s residence and various loca-
tions for performance of official duties is considered transportation 
for an official purpose. 

DUPLICATION OF FEDERAL PROGRAMS 

Pursuant to clause 3(c)(5) of rule XIII, the Committee finds that 
no provision of H.R. 272 establishes or reauthorizes a program of 
the Federal Government known to be duplicative of another Fed-
eral program, including any program that was included in a report 
to Congress pursuant to section 21 of Public Law 111–139 or iden-
tified in the most recent Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance. 

FEDERAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE ACT 

The Committee finds that the legislation does not establish or 
authorize the establishment of an advisory committee within the 
definition of section 5(b) of the Federal Advisory Committee Act. 

UNFUNDED MANDATE STATEMENT 

The Committee adopts as its own the estimate of Federal man-
dates prepared by the Director of the Congressional Budget Office 
pursuant to section 423 of the Unfunded Mandates Reform Act. 

EARMARK IDENTIFICATION 

Pursuant to clauses 9(e), 9(f), and 9(g) of rule XXI, the Com-
mittee finds that H.R. 272 does not include any congressional ear-
marks, limited tax benefits, or limited tariff benefits. 

COMMITTEE COST ESTIMATE 

Pursuant to clause 3(d)(1) of rule XIII, the Committee adopts as 
its own the cost estimate prepared by the Director of the Congres-
sional Budget Office pursuant to section 402 of the Congressional 
Budget Act of 1974. At the time this report was filed, the estimate 
was not yet available. 
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NEW BUDGET AUTHORITY, ENTITLEMENT AUTHORITY, AND TAX 
EXPENDITURES 

Pursuant to clause 3(c)(2) of rule XIII, the Committee finds that 
H.R. 272 would result in no new or increased budget authority, en-
titlement authority, or tax expenditures or revenues. 

CONGRESSIONAL BUDGET OFFICE COST ESTIMATE 

Pursuant to clause 3(c)(3) of rule XIII, at the time this report 
was filed, the cost estimate prepared by the Director of the Con-
gressional Budget Office pursuant to section 402 of the Congres-
sional Budget Act of 1974 was not available. 

CHANGES IN EXISTING LAW MADE BY THE BILL, AS REPORTED 

In compliance with clause 3(e) of rule XIII of the Rules of the 
House of Representatives, changes in existing law made by the bill, 
as reported, are shown as follows (existing law proposed to be omit-
ted is enclosed in black brackets, new matter is printed in italics, 
and existing law in which no change is proposed is shown in 
roman): 

TITLE 31, UNITED STATES CODE 

* * * * * * * 

SUBTITLE II—THE BUDGET PROCESS 

* * * * * * * 

CHAPTER 13—APPROPRIATIONS 

* * * * * * * 

SUBCHAPTER III—LIMITATIONS, EXCEPTIONS, AND 
PENALTIES 

* * * * * * * 

§ 1344. Passenger carrier use 
(a)(1) Funds available to a Federal agency, by appropriation or 

otherwise, may be expended by the Federal agency for the mainte-
nance, operation, or repair of any passenger carrier only to the ex-
tent that such carrier is used to provide transportation for official 
purposes. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, transporting 
any individual other than the individuals listed in subsections (b) 
and (c) of this section between such individual’s residence and such 
individual’s place of employment is not transportation for an offi-
cial purpose. 

(2) For purposes of paragraph (1), transportation between the 
residence of an officer or employee and various locations that is— 

(A) required for the performance of field work, in accordance 
with regulations prescribed pursuant to subsection (e) of this 
section, øor¿ 

(B) essential for the safe and efficient performance of intel-
ligence, counterintelligence, protective services, or criminal law 
enforcement duties, or transportation of federally owned ca-
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nines associated with force protection duties of any part of the 
intelligence community (as defined in section 3 of the National 
Security Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 3003)), or 

(C) necessary for post-flight transportation of Government as-
tronauts, and others subject to reimbursable arrangements, re-
turning from space for the performance of medical research, 
monitoring, diagnosis, or treatment, or other official duties, 
prior to receiving post-flight medical clearance to operate a 
motor vehicle, 

is transportation for an official purpose, when approved in writing 
by the head of the Federal agency. 

(3) For purposes of paragraph (1), the transportation of an indi-
vidual between such individual’s place of employment and a mass 
transit facility pursuant to subsection (g) is transportation for an 
official purpose. 

(b) A passenger carrier may be used to transport between resi-
dence and place of employment the following officers and employ-
ees of Federal agencies: 

(1)(A) the President and the Vice President; 
(B) no more than 6 officers or employees in the Executive Of-

fice of the President, as designated by the President; and 
(C) no more than 10 additional officers or employees of Fed-

eral agencies, as designated by the President; 
(2) the Chief Justice and the Associate Justices of the Su-

preme Court; 
(3)(A) officers compensated at Level I of the Executive Sched-

ule pursuant to section 5312 of title 5; and 
(B) a single principal deputy to an officer described in sub-

clause (A) of this clause, when a determination is made by 
such officer that such transportation is appropriate; 

(4) principal diplomatic and consular officials abroad, and 
the United States Ambassador to the United Nations; 

(5) the Deputy Secretary of Defense and Under Secretaries 
of Defense, the Secretary of the Air Force, the Secretary of the 
Army, the Secretary of the Navy, the members and Vice Chair-
man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, and the Commandant of the 
Coast Guard; 

(6) the Director of the Central Intelligence Agency, the Direc-
tor of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, Director of the Bu-
reau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives the Admin-
istrator of the Drug Enforcement Administration, and the Ad-
ministrator of the National Aeronautics and Space Administra-
tion; 

(7) the Chairman of the Board of Governors of the Federal 
Reserve System; 

(8) the Comptroller General of the United States and the 
Postmaster General of the United States; and 

(9) an officer or employee with regard to whom the head of 
a Federal agency makes a determination, in accordance with 
subsection (d) of this section and with regulations prescribed 
pursuant to paragraph (1) of subsection (e), that highly un-
usual circumstances present a clear and present danger, that 
an emergency exists, or that other compelling operational con-
siderations make such transportation essential to the conduct 
of official business. 
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Except as provided in paragraph (2) of subsection (d), any author-
ization made pursuant to clause (9) of this subsection to permit the 
use of a passenger carrier to transport an officer or employee be-
tween residence and place of employment shall be effective for not 
more than 15 calendar days. 

(c) A passenger carrier may be used to transport between resi-
dence and place of employment any person for whom protection is 
specifically authorized pursuant to section 3056(a) of title 18 or for 
whom transportation is authorized pursuant to section 28 of the 
State Department Basic Authorities Act of 1956, section 2637 of 
title 10, or section 8(a)(1) of the Central Intelligence Agency Act of 
1949. 

(d)(1) Any determination made under subsection (b)(9) of this sec-
tion shall be in writing and shall include the name and title of the 
officer or employee affected, the reason for such determination, and 
the duration of the authorization for such officer or employee to use 
a passenger carrier for transportation between residence and place 
of employment. 

(2) If a clear and present danger, an emergency, or a compelling 
operational consideration described in subsection (b)(9) of this sec-
tion extends or may extend for a period in excess of 15 calendar 
days, the head of the Federal agency shall determine whether an 
authorization under such paragraph shall be extended in excess of 
15 calendar days for a period of not more than 90 additional cal-
endar days. Determinations made under this paragraph may be re-
viewed by the head of such agency at the end of each such period, 
and, where appropriate, a subsequent determination may be made 
whether such danger, emergency, or consideration continues to 
exist and whether an additional extension, not to exceed 90 cal-
endar days, may be authorized. Determinations made under this 
paragraph shall be in accordance with regulations prescribed pur-
suant to paragraph (1) of subsection (e). 

(3) The authority to make designations under subsection (b)(1) of 
this section and to make determinations pursuant to subsections 
(a)(2) and (b)(3)(B) and (9) of this section and pursuant to para-
graph (2) of this subsection may not be delegated, except that, with 
respect to the Executive Office of the President, the President may 
delegate the authority of the President under subsection (b)(9) of 
this section to an officer in the Executive Office of the President. 
No designation or determination under this section may be made 
solely or principally for the comfort or convenience of the officer or 
employee. 

(4) Notification of each designation or determination made under 
subsection (b)(1), (3)(B), and (9) of this section and under para-
graph (2) of this subsection, including the name and title of the of-
ficer or employee affected, the reason for any determination under 
subsection (b)(9), and the expected duration of any authorization 
under subsection (b)(9), shall be transmitted promptly to the Com-
mittee on Government Operations of the House of Representatives 
and the Committee on Governmental Affairs of the Senate. 

(e)(1) Not later than March 15, 1987, the Administrator of Gen-
eral Services, after consultation with the Comptroller General, the 
Director of the Office of Management and Budget, and the Director 
of the Administrative Office of the United States Courts, shall pro-
mulgate regulations governing the heads of all Federal agencies in 
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making the determinations authorized by subsections (a)(2)(A), 
(b)(9), and (d)(2) of this section. Such regulations shall specify that 
the comfort and convenience of an officer or employee is not suffi-
cient justification for authorizations of transportation under this 
section. 

(2) In promulgating regulations under paragraph (1) of this sub-
section, the Administrator of General Services shall provide criteria 
defining the term ‘‘field work’’ for purposes of subsection (a)(2)(A) 
of this section. Such criteria shall ensure that transportation be-
tween an employee’s residence and the location of the field work 
will be authorized only to the extent that such transportation will 
substantially increase the efficiency and economy of the Govern-
ment. 

(f) Each Federal agency shall maintain logs or other records nec-
essary to establish the official purpose for Government transpor-
tation provided between an individual’s residence and such individ-
ual’s place of employment pursuant to this section. 

(g)(1) If and to the extent that the head of a Federal agency, in 
his or her sole discretion, deems it appropriate, a passenger carrier 
may be used to transport an officer or employee of a Federal agen-
cy between the officer’s or employee’s place of employment and a 
mass transit facility (whether or not publicly owned) in accordance 
with succeeding provisions of this subsection. 

(2) Notwithstanding section 1343, a Federal agency that provides 
transportation services under this subsection (including by pas-
senger carrier) may absorb the costs of such services using any 
funds available to such agency, whether by appropriation or other-
wise. 

(3) In carrying out this subsection, a Federal agency, to the max-
imum extent practicable and consistent with sound budget policy, 
should— 

(A) use alternative fuel vehicles for the provision of transpor-
tation services; 

(B) to the extent consistent with the purposes of this sub-
section, provide transportation services in a manner that does 
not result in additional gross income for Federal income tax 
purposes; and 

(C) coordinate with other Federal agencies to share, and oth-
erwise avoid duplication of, transportation services provided 
under this subsection. 

(4) For purposes of any determination under chapter 81 of title 
5 or chapter 171 of title 28, an individual shall not be considered 
to be in the ‘‘performance of duty’’ or ‘‘acting within the scope of 
his or her office or employment’’ by virtue of the fact that such in-
dividual is receiving transportation services under this subsection. 
Nor shall any time during which an individual uses such services 
be considered when calculating the hours of work or employment 
for that individual for purposes of title 5 of the United States Code, 
including chapter 55 of that title. 

(5)(A) The Administrator of General Services, after consultation 
with the appropriate agencies, shall prescribe any regulations nec-
essary to carry out this subsection. 

(B) Transportation services under this subsection shall be subject 
neither to the last sentence of subsection (d)(3) nor to any regula-
tions under the last sentence of subsection (e)(1). 
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(6) In this subsection, the term ‘‘passenger carrier’’ means a pas-
senger motor vehicle or similar means of transportation that is 
owned, leased, or provided pursuant to contract by the United 
States Government. 

(h) As used in this section— 
(1) the term ‘‘passenger carrier’’ means a passenger motor 

vehicle, aircraft, boat, ship, or other similar means of transpor-
tation that is owned or leased by the United States Govern-
ment; and 

(2) the term ‘‘Federal agency’’ means— 
(A) a department— 

(i) including independent establishments, other 
agencies, and wholly owned Government corporations; 
but 

(ii) not including the Senate, House of Representa-
tives, or Architect of the Capitol, or the officers or em-
ployees thereof; 

(B) an Executive department (as such term is defined in 
section 101 of title 5); 

(C) a military department (as such term is defined in 
section 102 of title 5); 

(D) a Government corporation (as such term is defined 
in section 103(1) of title 5); 

(E) a Government controlled corporation (as such term is 
defined in section 103(2) of title 5); 

(F) a mixed-ownership Government corporation (as such 
term is defined in section 9101(2) of this title); 

(G) any establishment in the executive branch of the 
Government (including the Executive Office of the Presi-
dent); 

(H) any independent regulatory agency (including an 
independent regulatory agency specified in section 
3502(10) of title 44); 

(I) the Smithsonian Institution; and 
(J) any nonappropriated fund instrumentality of the 

United States, 
except that such term does not include the government of the 
District of Columbia. 

(i) Notwithstanding section 410(a) of title 39, this section applies 
to the United States Postal Service. 

* * * * * * * 

Æ 
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