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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON ETHICS,
Washington, DC, November 15, 2013.
Hon. KAREN L. Haas,
Clerk, U.S. House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR Ms. HaAS: Pursuant to clauses 3(a)(2) and 3(b) of rule XI
of the Rules of the House of Representatives, we herewith transmit
the attached report, “In the Matters of Allegations Relating to
Travel to Taiwan by Representatives William Owens and Peter
Roskam In 2011.”

Sincerely,
K. MICHAEL CONAWAY,
Chairman.
LiNDA T. SANCHEZ,
Ranking Member.

(I1II)






CONTENTS

I INTRODUCTION .....cccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiciicici et
II. HOUSE RULES, LAWS, REGULATIONS, OR OTHER STANDARDS OF
CONDUCT .....oooiiiiiiiiiiiiii s

III. FACTUAL BACKGROUND ... .
IV. ANALYSIS ..o
V. CONCLUSION ......ooiiiiiiiniiiiiniiiiiiiic i aeseens
VI. STATEMENT UNDER RULE XIII, CLAUSE 3(c) OF THE RULES OF
THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES .......c.cccccviiiiiiiiiiiicicicne

APPENDIX A: REPORT AND FINDINGS OF THE OFFICE OF CONGRES-
SIONAL ETHICS RELATED TO REPRESENTATIVE WILLIAM OWENS
(ReVIEW NO. 12-8236) ..ccceviieeiiiieeiiieeeiiieeecieeeer e eetreeesiveeessraeeeeveeseaveeessseeennseens

APPENDIX B: REPORT AND FINDINGS OF THE OFFICE OF CONGRES-
SIONAL ETHICS RELATING TO REPRESENTATIVE ROSKAM (Review
NO. 13-9784) ..ottt e eeee e et e e e eveeeeare e e aveaeetaeeesataeeesnsaeesnrsesaanees

APPENDIX C: REPRESENTATIVE OWEN’S RESPONSE TO THE REPORT
AND FINDINGS OF THE OFFICE OF CONGRESSIONAL ETHICS (Re-
VIEW INO. 12-8236) ..eeccuviiieeiieieiieeecieeeeiieeeeteeeeteeeeeveeeeseaeeesereeesssseeassseseassseannnnns

APPENDIX D: REPRESENTATIVE ROSKAM’S RESPONSE TO THE RE-
PORT AND FINDINGS OF THE OFFICE OF CONGRESSIONAL ETHICS
(ReVIEW NO: 13-9784) oottt rte e e s rae e e vae e eavee e sasaeeeennaeas

%)






REPORT

113TH CONGRESS
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 113-266

1st Session

IN THE MATTERS OF ALLEGATIONS RELATING TO TRAV-
EL TO TAIWAN BY REPRESENTATIVES WILLIAM OWENS
AND PETER ROSKAM IN 2011

NOVEMBER 15, 2013—Referred to the House Calendar and ordered to be printed

Mr. CONAWAY, from the Committee on Ethics,
submitted the following

REPORT

I. INTRODUCTION

In 2011, the Taipei Economic and Cultural Representative Office
(TECRO), the representative of the Government of Taiwan in the
United States, extended invitations to Representatives Bill Owens
and Peter Roskam to travel to Taiwan as part of approved pro-
grams under the Mutual Educational and Cultural Exchange Act
(MECEA). After TECRO extended the initial invitations, it was de-
cided that the trips should be conducted under the House’s pri-
vately-sponsored travel rules and not MECEA. Shortly thereafter,
the Chinese Culture University (CCU), a private university, agreed
to sponsor separate trips for both Members and their wives. In this
way, each Member’s trip was changed from a MECEA program to
travel subject to the House’s officially-connected, privately-spon-
sored travel rules. Despite the change in the nature of the trips,
TECRO—now apparently assisting CCU in TECRO’s capacity as
the representative of the Government of Taiwan—remained in-
volved in the planning and conduct of the trip.

It is not improper for a private entity in a foreign country to rely
on their government’s representative in Washington to assist them
in communicating with the House of Representatives and this Com-
mittee, particularly where significant time differences and lan-
guage barriers may exist. Therefore, the simple request for the
Committee to work with TECRO did not, at that time, raise any
particular red flags.

Following the change in the nature of the trip, both Members
sought and received approval from the Committee on Ethics (Com-
mittee) for themselves and their wives to participate in these pri-
vately-sponsored trips to Taiwan sponsored by CCU. However, it
was not clear to the Committee at that time that the trips had ini-
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tially been planned and organized under the MECEA programs. It
was only after the conclusion of the trip that the Committee be-
came aware of this fact.

The change from a MECEA program to a privately-sponsored trip
was potentially problematic. The late change in the nature of the
trips, without a significant change in the itinerary or involvement
of the original sponsor, suggested that CCU may not have been a
proper sponsor as defined under the privately-sponsored travel
rules. Under the rules, sponsors must be involved in the planning
and organizing of a trip. So called “money-only” sponsors are not
permitted.

Additionally, in the case of Representative Owens, Park Strate-
gies, LLC was involved at various stages of the trip. At the time,
Park Strategies was a registered foreign agent of TECRO. Lobby-
ists and foreign agents may assist with organizing MECEA trips.
However, under the House’s privately-sponsored travel rules, lobby-
ists and foreign agents may only have de minimis involvement in
the planning, organization, request, or arrangement of a one-day
privately-sponsored travel and may have no involvement in multi-
day trips. After the trip was changed to privately-sponsored travel,
Park Strategies reduced its involvement in the trip, but not suffi-
ciently to comply with the privately-sponsored travel rules. In any
event, the trip that they helped to plan, organize, request, and ar-
range as a MECEA trip was in fact the same trip that CCU was
brought on to sponsor, with only minor variations. Shortly after
these allegations became public, and before the Committee or the
Office of Congressional Ethics initiated its review of the matter,
Representative Owens personally paid back the costs of the trip.

Beginning in the last Congress, the Committee undertook re-
views of these two trips. The Office of Congressional Ethics (OCE)
also reviewed the trips. On August 30, 2012, the OCE referred a
report and findings to the Committee regarding Representative
Owens’ trip. In its referral, the OCE recommended further review
of the allegation that Representative Owens accepted travel ex-
penses from an impermissible source. On February 6, 2013, the
Committee published the OCE’s report and findings regarding Rep-
resentative Owens as required by House Rule and continued its re-
view of the allegations. On June 13, 2013, the OCE referred a re-
port and findings to the Committee regarding Representative
Roskam’s trip. In its referral, the OCE recommended further re-
view of the allegation that Representative Roskam accepted travel
expenses from an impermissible source. On September 11, 2013,
the Committee published the OCE’s report and findings regarding
Representative Roskam as required by House Rule and continued
its review of the allegations.

The Committee has completed its review of the allegations and
unanimously concluded the following:

1. The presently-available evidence is inconclusive as to whether
CCU was a proper sponsor for the trips. Both Representatives
Owens and Roskam, as well as Park Strategies, fully cooperated
with the Committee’s investigation. Unfortunately, neither TECRO
nor CCU agreed to cooperate with the Committee. Both entities
possess information that is material to the Committee’s investiga-
tion. However, both entities are also outside of the Committee’s
power to compel testimony.
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2. Representative Owens or his staff repeatedly sought guidance
from the Committee regarding the trip to Taiwan. The presently-
available evidence shows that Park Strategies was involved in a
more than de minimis manner in the planning, organizing, request-
ing, and arranging of his trip, and that they remained involved in
the trip, even after it changed from a MECEA program to pri-
vately-sponsored travel. Representative Owens should have known
that the trip was not a proper privately-sponsored trip because of
the lobbying firm’s continued involvement, which the Committee
was unaware of. For this reason, the payments by CCU for Rep-
resentative Owens’ travel expenses were improper. When a Mem-
ber or employee receives an impermissible gift, one appropriate
remedy is repaying the market value of the gift. As noted pre-
viously, Representative Owens has already refunded the costs of
his trip.

3. As always, the Committee can only approve privately spon-
sored travel when the sponsors cooperate with the Committee’s
oversight responsibilities. If a sponsor or its agent refuses to co-
operate, the Committee will have no choice but to deny approval
of a trip. However, the Committee has no jurisdiction over the
MECEA programs and, therefore, any determinations regarding
MECEA travel is a matter for the State Department to decide.
Members are simply urged to exercise extreme caution when the
nature or sponsor of a trip changes or is uncertain in any way. In-
deed, the Committee notes that there are several different types of
permissible official and officially-connected travel, each governed by
a different set of rules and requirements. The differences between
these types of travel can be confusing, and which set of rules apply
to any particular trip may not be clear, particularly when outside
groups are involved. Members and staff are encouraged to not nec-
essarily rely on sponsors’ claims regarding compliance with the eth-
ics rules, but instead to contact the Committee with all questions
about such travel.

The Committee’s review was incomplete because the information
necessary to conduct a complete review was outside of the Commit-
tee’s reach. Therefore, because Representative Owens has volun-
tarily remedied the impermissible gift and there is insufficient evi-
dence to show that Representative Roskam’s travel was improper,
and after careful consideration, the Committee has unanimously
voted to close the matter referred by the OCE; and agreed to end
its review of this matter with the publication of this Report.

II. HOUSE RULES, LAWS, REGULATIONS, OR OTHER
STANDARDS OF CONDUCT

A. HOUSE RULE XXV, CLAUSE 5

House Rule XXV, clause 5 (the Gift Rule), permits Members and
staff to accept unsolicited travel expenses paid for by a private
source under certain circumstances and only after pre-approval by
the Committee.! In 2007, the House Rules were amended to re-
quire House Members and employees to seek prior written ap-

1House Rule XXV, clause 5(d)(2); see also, House Ethics Manual (2008) at 89. N.B., the guid-
ance in the House Ethics Manual applied to the trips under review in this report. However, that
guidance was superseded when the Committee adopted new travel regulations at the end of the
112th Congress.
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proval of the Committee before accepting travel paid for by a pri-
vate source, and the Committee adopted regulations to implement
this new requirement. Pursuant to those rules and regulations, the
Committee has conducted a thorough review of each proposed pri-
vately-sponsored trip. Committee staff recommends changes where
necessary to bring trips into compliance with relevant laws, rules,
or regulations and, on occasion, informs House Members and em-
ployees that a proposed trip is not permissible.

A private sponsor is required to complete a Private Sponsor
Travel Certification Form (Sponsor Form) and must certify that the
information on the form is true, complete, and correct to the best
of their knowledge. The Committee relies on the representations
made on the travel forms as certified by the trip sponsor. The Com-
mittee recognizes both the significant benefit the public receives
when their Representatives and their Representatives’ staff receive
hands-on education and experience, as well as the mandate that
outside groups be appropriately limited in what gifts and support
they are allowed to provide to Members of Congress and congres-
sional staff.

The House Rules provide that if the traveler receives advance au-
thorization from the Committee, the necessary travel costs “shall
be considered a reimbursement to the House and not a gift prohib-
ited by” the Gift Rule.2 One of the restrictions to the acceptance of
such travel is that federally-registered lobbyists or registered for-
eign agents are banned from being involved in the planning, orga-
nizing, requesting, or arranging of most trips.3 Additionally, travel
paid for by private sponsors who retain or employ lobbyists or for-
eign agents is limited to one day of officially-connected activity.4

A further factor the Committee considers when reviewing re-
quests from Members and staff to accept privately sponsored travel
is the source of funding for the trip. The House Ethics Manual
states that

Expenses may only be accepted from an entity or enti-
ties that have a significant role in organizing and con-
ducting a trip, and that also have a clear and defined orga-
nizational interest in the purpose of the trip or location
being visited. Expenses may not be accepted from a source
that has merely donated monetary or in-kind support to
the trip but does not have a significant role in organizing
and conducting the trip.>

When a Member or employee receives a gift that is unacceptable
under the Gift Rule, and for which a gift waiver is not available,
the recipient generally must either return the gift or pay the mar-
ket value of the gift.® With regard to travel, when the Committee
approves Members and staff to take privately-sponsored travel that
is later determined to be impermissible, a variety of remedies may
be appropriate. When neither the Committee nor the traveler had
any reason to know of the factors that made the trip impermissible,
and the violation was only of House rules, then reimbursement

2House Rule XXV, clause 5(b)(1)(A) and (C).

3 House Rule XXV, clause 5(c)(2); see also, House Ethics Manual (2008) at 89.
4House Rule XXV, clause 5(b)(1)(C)(ii). See also, House Ethics Manual (2008) at 89.
5See Ethics Manual at 97.

6 House Ethics Manual (2008) at 73.
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may not be necessary.” However when either the violation is of a
statute or constitutional provision beyond the jurisdiction of the
Committee, or when the Member or staff had reason to know of the
impermissible factors and did not bring them to the attention of
the Committee, then reimbursement or disgorgement of the cost of
the trip or the specific impermissible reimbursements may be nec-
essary to remedy the violation.8

B. GIFTS FROM FOREIGN GOVERNMENTS

Article 1, Section 9, Clause 8 of the United States Constitution,
commonly referred to as the Emoluments Clause, prohibits federal
government officials, including House Members and employees,
from accepting “any present . . . of any kind whatever, from any
. . . foreign State,” without the consent of Congress. Congress has
consented through the vehicles of the Foreign Gifts and Decora-
tions Act (FGDA)® and Mutual Educational and Cultural Exchange
Act (MECEA).10 A Member, officer, or employee may accept travel
expenses from a unit of foreign government only under one of these
two statutory grants of authority. Any gift permitted by these stat-
utes is also permitted by the House gift rule.11

With respect to travel, the FGDA allows House Members and
employees to accept travel paid for by a foreign government only
if the travel takes place entirely outside the United States. Such
travel must also be consistent with the interests of the United
States and must be permitted under FGDA regulations issued by
the Ethics Committee.12

MECEA, on the other hand, authorizes the Secretary of State to
approve cultural exchange programs that finance “visits and inter-
changes between the United States and other countries of leaders,
experts in fields of specialized knowledge or skill, and other influ-
ential or distinguished persons . . . .”13 However, the statute ex-
pressly states that:

[TThe Congress does not consent to the acceptance by
any Federal employee of any portion of any such grant or
other form of assistance which provides assistance with re-
spect to any expenses incurred by or for any member of
the family or household of such Federal employee.14

Travel subject to an approved MECEA program is not subject to
Committee pre-approval. However, all expenses must be paid by
the foreign government host of the MECEA trip and none may be
paid by any private source.l5

It is the responsibility of a House Member or employee who ac-
cepts an invitation to travel to a foreign country to confirm that the
expenses for travel to and from the United States are not paid by

7See Report of the Committee on Ethics, In the Matter of Allegations Relating to Staff Travel
Provided by the Turkish Coalition of America in August 2008, available at www.ethics.house.gov.

8 See Report of the Committee on Ethics, In the Matter of the Investigation into Officially Con-
nected Travel of House Members to Attend the Carib News Foundation Multinational Business
Conferences in 2007 and 2008, available at www.ethics.house.gov (Carib News).

95 U.S.C. §7342.

1022 U.S.C. §§2451 et seq.

11 House Rule XXV, clause 5(a)(3)(N).

12 House Ethics Manual at 109.

1322 U.S.C. §2452(a)(2)().

1422 U.S.C. §2458a(1).

15 House Ethics Manual at 110-111.
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a foreign government unless the trip is consistent with an approved
MECEA program. To that end, the House Ethics Manual advises
House Members and employees traveling on MECEA programs to
ask for a copy of the letter from the State Department approving
the program.16

III. FACTUAL BACKGROUND
A. TRAVEL BY REPRESENTATIVE OWENS

1. Invitation to travel to Taiwan from TECRO

During August 2011, Sean King, Vice President of Park Strate-
gies, LLC, a lobbying firm, contacted Jon Boughtin, Senior Legisla-
tive Assistant to Representative Owens, to discuss the possibility
of Representative Owens traveling to Taiwan. Park Strategies rep-
resented TECRO as a registered foreign agent. TECRO had an in-
terest in Members of Congress visiting Taiwan. Representative
Owens’ office began considering the travel proposal but did not
commit at the time. Mr. King continued to contact Mr. Boughtin
about the travel invitation into the fall.

According to the OCE Report and Findings, Representative
Owens told the OCE that the first time his traveling to Taiwan
was mentioned was in July 2011 during “an introductory meeting
with representatives from the Taiwan government.”l7 Representa-
tive Owens told the OCE that he had no further discussions about
traveling to Taiwan until the fall of 2011 when he had a conversa-
tion with another Member about the possibility of traveling to Tai-
wan together.l® He recalled his having conversations with Park
Strategies about traveling to Taiwan.1® Representative Owens told
the OCE that it was explained that the trip was related to the
“Marcy Project” near his congressional district.29 Representative
Owens explained to the OCE that the Marcy Project was, at the
time, attempting to recruit the Taiwan Semiconductor Manufac-
turing Company (TSMC) to open a facility in Madison County, New
York, near Representative Owens’ congressional district.2!

Representative Owens also told the OCE that he believed he had
a telephone conversation with former Senator Alphonse D’Amato,
the Founder and Managing Director of Park Strategies, LLC, on
October 6, 2011, during which Senator D’Amato inquired if he had
any interest in going to Taiwan to meet with TSMC.22 Representa-
tive Owens told the OCE that after reviewing his calendar about
the telephone call he believed Senator D’Amato’s firm represented
Madison County in New York.23 Representative Owens was inter-
ested in the travel because Madison County would benefit from
TSMC opening a facility there and would create jobs for Represent-
ative Owens’ constituents.24

According to Mr. Boughtin, Representative Owens became very
interested in the prospect of TSMC opening such a facility and this

16]d. at 111.
17 See Appendix A, OCE Findings, Review No: 12-8236, Exhibit 2, page 1.
181d.

191d.
20]1d.
21]d.
22]d.
23]d.
24]d.
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resulted in his accepting the invitation from Park Strategies on be-
half of TECRO to travel to Taiwan.

At some point Mr. Boughtin contacted the Committee to ascer-
tain if such a trip was permissible and was advised by Committee
staff of the different ways in which a Member or employee may be
permitted to travel. It was during this communication that Mr.
Boughtin first learned of the MECEA program. On October 20,
2011, Mr. King sent Mr. Boughtin an email describing a trip re-
cently completed by another Congressman as an example of a trip
that could be taken by Representative Owens.25 On October 26,
2011, Mr. Boughtin emailed Mr. King and asked him if the trip
would be covered under the MECEA program. Mr. King replied
“yes.” Mr. Boughtin told the Committee that because of the TSMC
issue, Representative Owens decided to accept the invitation and
was planning on traveling to Taiwan later in the year. Mr.
Boughtin told the Committee that the TSMC issue was the driving
force in Representative Owens deciding to travel to Taiwan.

2. Invitation to travel to Taiwan from CCU

Mr. King told the Committee that sometime between November
15 and 21, 2011, the idea of Mrs. Owens traveling with Representa-
tive Owens was brought up. Mr. King told the Committee that he
knew the travel would have to be handled through a different proc-
ess if Mrs. Owens traveled as well. At some point Mr. Boughtin in-
quired of the Committee if a personal friend of Representative
Owens could pay for Mrs. Owens to travel along with her husband.
He recalled that either Representative Owens or his Chief of Staff,
Bradley Katz, asked him to research the question. Since Represent-
ative Owens was traveling under MECEA, Mr. Boughtin was in-
structed to discuss Mrs. Owens’ travel with the State Department.

An email from Mr. Boughtin to Representative Owens dated No-
vember 14, 2011, noted that he had been working with a Com-
mittee attorney on the trip and contained a draft request for an ad-
visory opinion 26 from the Committee regarding whether Represent-
ative Owens may accept an unsolicited offer from a personal friend
to cover the cost of Mrs. Owens’ travel while Representative Owens
is on a MECEA trip.

On November 29, 2011, CCU sent an invitation to Representa-
tive Owens and his wife to travel to Taiwan from December 27 to
31, 2011, as guests of CCU. There was no evidence presented to the
Committee that CCU had contacted Representative Owens or any
member of his staff before this invitation was sent.

Representative Owens told the OCE that he understood the role
of TECRO was “working to establish the agenda” for the trip and
he assumed the government of Taiwan was paying for the trip.27
He realized that the payment arrangements for the trip had
changed once he received the invitation letter from CCU.28 He did
not have any communications with CCU regarding the trip but did
recall participating in a lunch during the trip in which four CCU
officials attended and that one of the CCU deans attended a dinner

25 Based on public disclosures, this trip appears to have been conducted pursuant to MECEA.

26 Owens Production 04-000002. There is no record that the request for the advisory opinion
was ever received by the Committee.

27]d.

28]d.
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the following night hosted by the Taiwan Foreign Minister.29 Rep-
resentative Owens was escorted throughout his visit by an official
of the Taiwan Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MOFA).

In a written submission to the Committee, Park Strategies told
the Committee that, once the decision was made to change the trip
to privately sponsored travel, they were no longer involved in the
travel planning, even though they maintained contact with Mr.
Boughtin to see how the planning was going. Contrarily, in an
interview with the Committee, Mr. King said that he reported to
Benson Wang from TECRO that he met with Representative
Owens on December 5, 2011, specifically to discuss the trip. Mr.
Boughtin remembered Mr. King’s visit on December 5, 2011, and
stated it was a limited discussion about the trip and the TSMC
?ei?ting but that Representative Owens just stopped by to say

ello.

3. Itinerary and TSMC

Mr. Boughtin told the Committee that he met frequently with
Frank Lee and Mr. Wang to plan the itinerary for the trip. He indi-
cated that early on in the process Representative Owens made it
clear that he wanted to visit with TSMC officials while he was in
Taiwan.30 TECRO officials, through MOFA, were attempting to ar-
range the meeting between TSMC and Representative Owens, but
explained that due to the holidays it may not be possible. According
to Mr. Boughtin, Representative Owens made it very clear that the
TSMC meeting was the most important part of the trip and that
either Representative Owens or Bradley Katz instructed Mr.
Boughtin to contact Mr. King and Park Strategies to assist in ar-
ranging the meeting. Mr. Boughtin stated that it was known by
Representative Owens that Park Strategies had a relationship with
TSMC. A review of emails between Mr. Boughtin and Mr. King and
Mr. Boughtin and Representative Owens indicated that the TSMC
meeting was still in question on December 26, 2011, the day before
Representative Owens was to travel to Taiwan. On December 20,
2011, Mr. Boughtin forwarded an email from TECRO official Li-
Chih Cheng indicating that her colleague in Taipei was unable to
set up the meeting with TSMC. Mr. King responded that he would
“see what our Taipei staff can work out, stay tuned.” 31

Mr. Boughtin told the Committee that the meeting with TSMC
was very important, as indicated in Representative Owens’ email
to Mr. Boughtin on December 25, 2011, in which he asks why the
meeting with TSMC (“the chip comp”) is not on the schedule. After
Mr. Boughtin responds that Mr. King is waiting to hear back from
TSMC, Representative Owens responds, “T'SMC is really impor-
tant.” 32 When asked if Representative Owens would have cancelled
the trip if the TSMC meeting could not be arranged Mr. Boughtin
replied that he would not have cancelled it the day before the trip.
When asked if Representative Owens would have cancelled the trip
if it was known a couple of weeks before the trip that the meeting

29]d.

30While Representative Owens did request from the sponsor that they add this meeting to
the itinerary, there is no indication that the meeting, which occurred in Taipei on a day that
he was already there, added any cost to the trip. Therefore, there is no apparent solicitation
issue with this request.

31 Owens Production at 03—000061.

32 Owens Production at 02-001128.
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with TSMC could not be arranged, he responded that it was pos-
sible. Mr. Boughtin emphasized that the meeting with TSMC was
the reason for Representative Owens taking the trip.

4. Committee review

On December 7, 2011, Representative Owens’ office submitted
the travel forms necessary for the Committee to review his travel
to Taiwan. On the final version of the Privately Sponsored Travel:
Traveler Form (Traveler Form) dated December 16, 2011, Rep-
resentative Owens’ explanation for why the travel was related to
his official duties was that he was “interested in engaging a com-
pany that has expressed interest in hiring employees in my dis-
trict. This Taiwanese company stands to benefit my constituents by
relocating to a site near my district and I would like to engage
them to help promote this opportunity.” On the initial version of
the Traveler Form dated December 6, 2011, Representative Owens’
explanation as to why the travel is related to his official duties was
“Opportunity to explore economic development opportunities for up-
state New York, as well as defense and security related issues.”

The package also included a Sponsor Form which indicates the
sponsor for the Taiwan trip from December 27, 2011, through Jan-
uary 1, 2012, was CCU. CCU’s organizational interest in spon-
soring the trip, entered in question 13 of the Sponsor Form, was
“The Chinese Culture University aims to promote international,
cultural exchanges in order for it to thrive in a world increasingly
engineered by an irresistible thrust towards globalization.”

Neither of these forms asks if lobbyists or foreign agents were
ever involved in the trip, or if lobbyists or registered foreign agents
employed and retained by another party were involved in the trip.
Therefore, there were no false representations in the forms that
concealed the involvement of Park Strategies. Given the additional
information the Committee now has, it is questionable whether
CCU fits within the definition of a permissible sponsor under the
Committee’s travel regulations, but there are no clear or unambig-
uous false statements on these forms.

Representative Owens or his staff repeatedly sought guidance
from the Committee regarding the trip to Taiwan. However, Com-
mittee Counsel assigned to the trip who had spoken with Rep-
resentative Owens’ staff about the MECEA trip and whether a per-
sonal friend could pay for Mrs. Owens’ travel, did not realize when
he happened to be assigned the privately sponsored trip approxi-
mately one month later, that this was in essence the same trip
with little or no attenuation.33 All the representations the Com-
mittee received from CCU and on the sponsor forms, including that
CCU did not retain or employ a registered lobbyist or foreign
agent, indicated this was a permissible privately sponsored trip.
The Committee was not aware at the time of the role Park Strate-
gies played in the proposed MECEA trip or of the lobbying firm’s
continued involvement after it became a privately sponsored trip,

33 At any one time, it is not unusual for the Committee to be reviewing separate, unrelated
requests for travel to the same country offered by different sponsors. The Committee’s staff of
advice and education attorneys reviewed over 2,000 requests for privately sponsored travel in
2011, and handled over 20,000 phone calls and emails seeking informal guidance for a wide vari-
ety of situations, including the many ways Members and staff can accept travel.
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nor did it have any reason in December 2011 to question whether
CCU was a “money only” sponsor.

5. Representative Owens’ travel to Taiwan

Representative Owens went on the trip to Taiwan, which fol-
lowed the itinerary submitted to the Committee for pre-travel ap-
proval. The events listed on the trip itinerary provided to the Com-
mittee by Representative Owens for the pre-travel review are not
dissimilar to events on other itineraries for privately sponsored
travel to Taiwan that have been approved by the Committee. How-
ever, it was determined only during this investigation that TECRO,
with the assistance of Park Strategies, developed the initial
itinerary for the trip and that itinerary, except for the visit to
CCU, remained essentially the same when submitted to the Com-
mittee.

6. Questions regarding funding of the trip

The OCE reported interviewing one or more witnesses who
claimed that the Taiwan Ministry of Foreign Affairs actually paid
for the airfare and hotel of Representative Owens.3¢ Notwith-
standing this testimony, on numerous prior, similar trips to Tai-
wan sponsored by private entities, the Committee has inquired and
been assured that the private sponsor was paying all expenses out
of its general funds, with no grants or reimbursements. These as-
surances came from the private sponsors for each trip and, with re-
gard to one trip, also from TECRO’s representative, Gordon Yang.
It also appears that at least some of the information provided to
the OCE regarding this question was recanted.

As discussed more fully below, the Committee was unable to re-
ceive clarifying information from either TECRO or CCU with re-
gards to the trips taken by Representatives Roskam and Owens. At
best, the current evidence regarding whether the Taiwanese gov-
ernment may have funded part or all of these trips is contradictory
and therefore inconclusive. While disturbing with regard to the ac-
tions of TECRO and the private sponsors, such inconclusive evi-
dence is insufficient to hold either Member accountable for reim-
bursement on that basis alone.

B. TRAVEL BY REPRESENTATIVE ROSKAM

1. Invitation to travel to Taiwan from TECRO

Mike Dankler, Legislative Assistant to Representative Roskam,
told the OCE that he has discussed Representative Roskam trav-
eling to Taiwan with officials from TECRO since 2009. On May 13,
2011, Mr. Yang sent a blanket email of which Mr. Dankler was a
recipient, inviting various Members of Congress to travel to Taiwan
during June or July, 2011. The invitation, shown below, did not in-
vite any particular Members, but made it clear that the invitation
was for Members and staff and would be organized under the
MECEA program.

34 See Appendix A, Exhibits 17, 18.
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From: Gordon C. H, Yeng IlflliGtecro.us)
Sent: Friday, May 13, 2011 10:30 AM

To: @tecro.us

Subject: oloel to Taiwan in June or July
Categorles: Schadule Sheet

Dear friends,
How are you? I hope this email finds you all well.

I would like to invite your Congressman or Congresswoman to join the congressional delegation
to visit Taiwan during the period either from June 25 to July 2 or the period from July 16 to
23, The specific dates of travel are subject to change to accommodate the individual Member's
schedule.

The trip is authorized under the State Department's Mutual Educational and Cultural Exchanges
Act(MECEA) and sponsored by the Government of Taiwan. It also follows the most updated ethic
rules of both the Senate and the House.

The delegation will be composed of 18-12 House Members and their staff, Each Member can bring
ong staffer along. The itineray will be arranged to address the Members’®

interests, providing them with the opportunity to understand more about Tajwan while
enhancing the bilateral relations between their respective constituencies and Taiwan.

Please let we know 1f vour boss can attend the CoDel at your early convenience, hopefully by
Tuesday, May 31. Please also feel free to contact me (information as

below) if you have any question about the trip. I look forward to hearing from you soon.
Thank you!

With best regards,
dordon

Gordon Ching-huel Yang

Executive Officer

Congressional Liaison Division

Taipel Economic and Cultural Representative Office (TECRO) in the United States
4201 Wisconsin Avenue, N.W.

Washington, 0.C. 280818-2146

Direct; (202)835

Fax: (202)244

Blackberry: (202)87e-JIN

2. Invitation to travel to Taiwan from CCU

Shortly after the TECRO extended the invitation to Representa-
tive Roskam, the idea of Mrs. Roskam traveling with Representa-
tive Roskam was brought up. On May 16, 2011, Mr. Yang sent an
email to Mr. Dankler stating, “We welcome Congressman and Mrs.
Roskam to visit Taiwan. In that case, we need to go through
priovate [sic] sponsor and the House ethics committee for clear-
ance, which require your confirmation to join the trip at least ONE
month ahead of its departure . . .”

After receiving Mr. Yang’s email, Mr. Dankler sent another email
asking if the trip was the same as the one Representative Roskam
had been invited to attend earlier by another Member. Mr. Yang,
in a response email, confirmed it was the same trip that TECRO
worked together with other Members to organize. Mr. Yang told
Mr. Dankler that only one Member and that Member’s spouse at-
tended the previous trip during the April recess.35

35 As that Member is no longer a Member of the House of Representatives, the Committee
did not review his travel to Taiwan for potential violations, and makes no findings or conclu-
sions regarding that trip.
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From: Gordon €. H. Yong [ @tecrous>
Sent: Wednesday, May 25, 2011 5:34 PM

To: Dankler, Mike

Subject: RE: CoDel to Taiwan in June or July
Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Completed

Hi Mike - Yes, this is the same trip. We worked with the. in March to organize a codel to Taiwan and it came up with
only Mr. and Mrs. making the trip during April recess. Now we hope to outreach Mr. Roskam and other Members
to organize another codel to Taiwan. Please let me know if you have further question and what is the Congressman's
thought on it. Thanks and best, Gordon

On Wed, 25 May 2011 16:48:41 -0400, Dankler, Mike wrote

> Gordon,

>

> One other question - { know ! have gotten invitations in the past from Rep.
> Dan- and th to go to Taiwanon
> a CoDel. Is this the same trip as those? | just want to confirm. Thanks!

>

> Mike

> 36

A review36 of Committee records disclosed travel to Taiwan
taken by that Member in 2011, which was sponsored by Fu Jen
Catholic University. Mr. Dankler sent an email to Representative
Roskam regarding Mr. Yang’s response.

Dankler, Mike

From: Dankier, Mike

Sent: Wednesday, May 26, 2011 6:12 PM
To: !

Subject: Taiwan

it is the same trip as thelllone. They had tried to do this in Aprit and aolvJJilllland his wite ended up going,
actually, What it spunds like the Taiwan folks have in mind is you headfining and getting other Members to go ~
although if the April one only ended up being [l 2nd his wite, you might go ne matter how many Members you get
to go.

please let me know what you think. Thanks!

Mike Dankler
£xecutive Assistant
Congressman Peter J. Roskam {it-06)

Chief Deputy Republican Whip
zoz‘zzsw

Following this email,3” on May 27, 2011 Mr. Dankler emailed
Mr. Yang: “Congressman Roskam’s daughter will be teaching
English in Taiwan for about 6 months beginning in June and asked
if they could adjust the itinerary to include a trip to visit his
daughter in Tsaoton, Nantou County, Taiwan.”38 Mr. Yang re-
sponded: “Mike—That will be no problem at all. We can make any
arrangement to accommodate the Congressman’s interests.” 39

Representative Roskam told the OCE he recalled indicating that
he wanted to visit his daughter who was teaching in Taiwan at the

36THPR 000314.

37THPR 000317.

38THPR 000319. While Representative Roskam did request from the sponsor that they add
this meeting to the itinerary, there is no indication that the meeting, which occurred in a town
that other members had travelled to as part of similar trips, added any cost to the trip. There-
fore, there is no apparent solicitation issue with this request.

39THPR 000323.
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time and that his wife accompanied him on the trip but did not re-
call when that was decided.#9 Representative Roskam, through his
staff, also indicated that he wanted his daughter to accompany him
and his wife in Taipei. While Mr. Yang offered to pay for the ex-
penses of Representative Roskam’s daughter, Mr. Dankler, much to
his and Representative Roskam’s credit, replied that he had
checked on that issue with the Ethics Committee and that Rep-
resentative Roskam was required to and would personally pay for
any added expense resulting from his daughter’s presence.

Mr. Dankler continued to communicate and meet with Mr. Yang
in June 2011. On June 7, 2011, Representative Roskam asked Mr.
Dankler to move the dates of the Taiwan trip to July 17-23, 2011.
Mr. Dankler passed this request on to Mr. Yang and the trip dates
were changed. In Mr. Dankler’s email to Mr. Yang, Mr. Dankler
wrote, “Great news! I just got the green light to move forward with
the trip. Whenever you have the ethics paperwork, just let me
know.” 41

Mr. Dankler subsequently asked Mr. Yang for an itinerary for
the trip. After he received it, Mr. Dankler sent Representative Ros-
kam the following email. Representative Roskam’s daughter’s name
is Gracey.

From: Dankler, Mike

Sent: Tuesday, June 07, 2011 5:07 PM

To: ‘Peter Roskary’

Subjest: Taiwan Hinerary

Attachments: Proposed_Hinerary_07171_072311_1st_version.doc

Just got the proposed tinerary for Talwan. A couple of guick notes:
»  The first two days would be official stuff
s Thursday is when you go to Tsaoton. They have a half hour budgeted for 2 visit to the school {I think that's
probably too short), but basically Thursday and Friday morning would be sort of at your leisure to explore the
area -~ Sun Moon Lake where you'd be staying is supposed to be a very nice resort area ~ with £ & Gracey so
they gave you plenty of quality time together {assuming Gracey can get off for it).
+  Saturday you go visit Taipel 101 (world’s 2™ tallest building) and head back to the states that evening

Mike Dankler

Executive Assistant

Congressman Peter ). Roskam {IL-06}
Chief Deputy Republican Whip
202-225- 1K

After this email, there continued to be communication between
Mr. Dankler and Mr. Yang about the trip, and Mr. Yang pressed
Mr. Dankler to find a couple of other Members who would be inter-
ested in going on the trip.

CCU provided a letter dated June 15, 2011, inviting Representa-
tive Roskam and his wife to travel to Taiwan in July and then sent
a subsequent letter dated September 2, 2011, inviting Representa-
tive Roskam and his wife to travel to Taiwan on October 15, 2011.
Representative Roskam told the OCE that he did not recall having
any discussions with anyone about the source of funding for his
trip to Taiwan, and believed that there were two sponsors for the
trip, the Government of Taiwan and the Chinese Culture Univer-
sity.42

40]d. at 3.
41THPR 000373.
42See Appendix B, OCE Findings, review No. 13-9784, Exhibit 3 at 2.
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Even after CCU officially became the sponsor on June 15, 2011,
all communications regarding the trip were between TECRO and
Mr. Dankler. Other than the two general letters of invitation, there
were no other communications between Representative Roskam’s
office and CCU regarding the travel. Both Mr. Dankler and Rep-
resentative Roskam told the OCE that they had no contact with
anyone from CCU other than the time Representative Roskam
spent with CCU officials during the actual trip.

In early July 2011 the trip was postponed due to changes in the
congressional schedule. Mr. Dankler sent Mr. Yang an email on
July 8, 2011, notifying him of the change and the need to postpone
the trip. Initially the trip was rescheduled for September 2011 but
again was postponed at the request of Representative Roskam until
October 15 through 22, 2011. A new letter from CCU dated Sep-
tember 2, 2011, was submitted to the Committee along with the re-
quired travel forms. During this time Mr. Dankler continued to
communicate with Mr. Yang about the trip while there does not ap-
pear to be any communication between Representative Roskam’s
office and CCU. In fact, on August 5, 2011, Mr. Yang sent the fol-
lowing email indicating that TECRO, and not CCU, was still the
primary entity involved in scheduling the trip. No one at CCU is
included on this or any other email discussing the trip.

Frony: Gordon C. H. Yang 4 dtecro.us»
Sent: Friday, August 05, 2011 6:44 PM

To: Dankler, Mike

Subject: RE: Itinerary

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Completed

Hi Mike - Is it the Congressman's final decision to change the dates to October? Shall we wait for a while to see how
things are developing? However, things might not be getting clearer until the ealy or mid-September. For now, I will
contact travel agent to book flights for the new dates and give Taipei a heads-up that the Congressman might change
the dates of his visit. On your side, please keep me posted how likely the Congress will cancel the September recess.
We'll stay in touch! Thanks and have a good weekend! Gordon

3. Committee review

Prior to participating in the trip Representative Roskam sought
and received the Committee’s approval of the trip. Following the
Committee’s privately-sponsored travel regulations, Representative
Roskam submitted to the Committee both the Traveler Form and
the Sponsor Form. The Sponsor Form, which allegedly was pre-
pared by CCU, was provided to Representative Roskam’s office by
officials at TECRO. CCU’s organizational interest in sponsoring the
trip, entered in question 13 of the Sponsor Form, was “The Chinese
Culture University pays much attention to international culture ex-
changes so that it could thrive in a world increasingly engineered
by an irresistible thrust towards globalization.” In question 8 of the
Traveler Form, Representative Roskam explained why his partici-
pation in the trip is related to his official duties: “Taiwan is an im-
portant trade partner of the U.S. As a member of the Ways and
Means Committee, this trip will further my understanding of the
trade relationship and the security issues that affect it.” Given the
additional information the Committee now has, it is questionable
whether CCU fits within the definition of a permissible sponsor
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under the Committee’s travel regulations, but there are no clear or
unambiguous false statements on these forms.

The Sponsor Form indicates CCU was the sponsor of the trip.
However, Gordon Yang was identified to the Committee by Mr.
Dankler as his point of contact for the trip.43 Committee staff scru-
tinized the itinerary to make sure that the cultural experiences had
a sufficient and permissible officially connected purpose and asked
TECRO’s representative several questions regarding that part of
the trip. The purpose for travelling to Tsaoton Township was de-
scribed as seeing a small rural county like the heartland of the
Midwest and that it has a relationship with his constituents in the
U.S. including that teachers were connected with constituents and
that Representative Roskam had a particular interest in education.
TECRO did mention that Representative Roskam’s daughter was
also a teacher. Committee Counsel did not understand TECRO’s
representative to be stating that Representative Roskam’s daughter
was teaching in Taiwan.

The purposes of visiting the Sun Moon Lake National Scenic
Area and its surroundings were described to Committee staff as
seeing water conservation work being done there and relations
with minority groups, respectively. These are legitimate reasons for
private sponsors to include these types of visits on officially con-
nected itineraries if the sponsor so chooses. Indeed, awareness of
such issues across the world is an important part of any Member’s
fact finding to assist them in considering similar or connected
issues in their own district and our nation at large. Not only are
these legitimate purposes, but another trip sponsored with
TECRO’s assistance by a different Taiwanese private university in
April of 2011, and several earlier trips, had the same visits to Sun
Moon Lake National Scenic area on their itinerary, with no known
connection to the children of that Member. In fact almost every trip
sponsored (nominally at least) by CCU and another private univer-
sity in Taiwan since 2007 has included a high speed rail journey
to an area outside of Taipei, including several to Sun Moon Lake.

Still, the rationale of having “leisure” or “quality time” with one’s
family in “a very nice resort area” as discussed in the background
on the trip is not a permissible officially connected purpose for pri-
vately sponsored travel and if Committee staff had been aware of
that connection and intent, additional questions would have been
asked, at least.4¢ The Committee, however, was not aware of that
possible piece of the rationale until it reviewed the email described
above in the materials provided to the Committee by Representa-
tive Roskam as part of this investigation. In the end, Representa-
tive Roskam did certify on his post-travel paperwork that he did
attend all of the legitimate and regular educational and fact-find-
ing locations on the itinerary, as had Members before him. The

431t is not improper for a private entity in a foreign country to rely on their governent’s rep-
resentative in Washington to assist them to communicate with the House of Representatives
and this Committee, particularly where significant time difference and language barriers may
exist. Therefore the simple request for the Committee to work with TECRO did not, at that
time, raise any particular red flags.

af Representative Roskam had simply been left on his own to spend time with his family
for two days, Committee staff would have simply advised that such activity was personal and
not officially connected. Members may include such personal activity, but must pay lodging,
meals, and all other expenses on their own, and if the period of personal travel exceeds official
travel, then the traveler must pay half of the roundtrip airfare themselves. However, after in-
quiring further, it appears that Representative Roskam did always intend to engage in the offi-
cially connected activity, but to have his wife and daughter accompany him, as discussed above.
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mere fact that his wife and daughter were with him does not di-
minish the value of the fact finding activity or make the activities
impermissible.

4. Representative Roskam’s travel to Taiwan

Representative Roskam went on the trip to Taiwan, which fol-
lowed the itinerary submitted to the Committee for pre-travel ap-
proval. As with Representative Owens, the itinerary provided to
the Committee by Representative Roskam also included events
similar to other privately sponsored travel to Taiwan. Again, the
Committee determined only during this investigation that the
itinerary appears to have been prepared by TECRO. Representa-
tive Roskam told the OCE that he only recalled meeting with CCU
officials for about three hours on one day of the trip, when he met
with the President of CCU and toured the campus and a museum
on the campus.#5 Representative Roskam indicated Frank Lee,
from TECRO, escorted him and his wife for part of the trip. He
added there were “many people” who escorted his party during the
trip but did not know if any of them were from CCU.46

C. TECRO’S AND CCU’S REFUSAL TO COOPERATE

Both CCU and TECRO declined to participate in the OCE’s and
the Committee’s investigations of these matters. On June 30, 2012,
CCU sent an email to the OCE in which CCU claimed that it asked
for TECRO’s assistance in arranging the trips.4?” TECRO declined
to participate with the Committee’s investigation citing their agree-
ment with the American Institute in Taiwan. The Committee re-
quested CCU’s cooperation with its investigation. CCU Director of
Public Relations, Hsing-Hsia Yuan responded via email. In his re-
sponse to the Committee, CCU declined to cooperate with the Com-
mittee’s investigation noting as part of the reason that they were
aware that TECRO would not cooperate with the Committee.

IV. ANALYSIS

1. Money-only sponsor

The Committee provides guidance to members and staff related
to the acceptance of travel from private sources in the House Ethics
Manual. One of the factors the Committee considers when review-
ing requests from Members and staff to accept privately sponsored
travel is the source of funding for the trip. The Ethics Manual
states that

Expenses may only be accepted from an entity or enti-
ties that have a significant role in organizing and con-
ducting a trip, and that also have a clear and defined orga-
nizational interest in the purpose of the trip or location
being visited. Expenses may not be accepted from a source
that has merely donated monetary or in-kind support to
the trip but does not have a significant role in organizing
and conducting the trip.48

45]d. at 4.

46]d. at 4.

47]d. at Exhibit 20.

48 See Ethics Manual at 97.
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It is clear based on the evidence reviewed by the Committee that
both of these trips began as an invitation to participate in travel
under the MECEA program from TECRO, the representative of the
Government of Taiwan in the United States. At the time of the
trips, the Government of Taiwan had an agreement with the State
Department to provide such travel under the MECEA program.
The Government of Taiwan still has such an agreement. Both Rep-
resentative Roskam and Representative Owens were invited by
TECRO officials, and the invitations made it clear that it was the
Government of Taiwan, and not any private party, that was mak-
ing the invitations. While the Committee was aware that TECRO
was involved in each trip, the Committee had been given the im-
pression by TECRO and CCU or other Taiwanese sponsors, on nu-
merous occasions, that such assistance was the kind of perfectly
appropriate assistance that a nation’s embassy, or a state’s rep-
resentative may provide to their citizens who are not physically lo-
cated in this country and who may have significant communica-
tions hurdles.

However, after Committee reviewing these two trips, it appears
to the Committee that TECRO and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
remained completely involved in the planning and organization of
these trips. CCU’s only involvement with the actual itinerary ap-
pears to have been meeting with the Members during a few hours
of the trips. CCU claims to have been the source of funding for the
trip, but due to their refusal to cooperate with the Committee’s in-
vestigation it is unclear if the funding actually came from CCU.
Even if CCU paid for the trips for both Representative Roskam and
Representative Owens and their wives, due to their lack of involve-
ment in the planning, organization or even conduct of the trip,
CCU’s involvement appears to be little more than providing the
funding for the trips.

Based on the evidence before the Committee, and the fact that
both TECRO and CCU refused to cooperate with the Committee’s
investigation, the Committee cannot determine whether CCU’s in-
volvement in both trips was significant enough for CCU to be con-
sidered a legitimate sponsor.

At the same time, this is the kind of information the Committee
seeks directly from sponsors to carry out its role assigned by House
Rules to review and approve requests to accept privately sponsored
travel. Indeed, there are several different types of permissible offi-
cial and officially-connected travel, each governed by a different set
of rules and requirements. The differences between these types of
travel can be confusing, and which set of rules apply to any par-
ticular trip may not be clear, particularly when outside groups are
involved. While the Committee would hope that Members and staff
be alert enough to raise any red flags or abnormalities to the Com-
mittee, and thus avoid the need for investigations such as these
after the fact, without a careful reading of the Committee’s manual
and travel regulations, the Members and staff are not normally
alerted to this issue. For this reason it is not fair to say that the
Members in this circumstance had reason to know that CCU might
not be a permissible sponsor, particularly given the Committee’s
own difficulty with reaching a conclusion on the question with the
available facts and evidence.
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2. Lobbyist involvement in travel

During the 110th Congress, the travel provisions of the House
gift rule were substantially revised to impose new restrictions and
requirements on officially-connected travel paid for by a private
source. Included in these changes is House Rule XXV, clause
5(c)(3), which states:

A Member, Delegate, Resident Commissioner, officer, or
employee of the House may not accept a reimbursement
(including payment in kind) for transportation, lodging, or
related expenses for a trip (other than a trip permitted
under paragraph (b)(1)(C) of this clause) if such trip is in
any part planned, organized, requested, or arranged by a
registered lobbyist or agent of a foreign principal.

While entities that retain or employ a lobbyist or a foreign agent
may sponsor one-day trips, the involvement of lobbyists or foreign
agents must be de minimis, which was defined by the Committee
at the time of these trips as “only negligible or otherwise incon-
sequential in terms of time and expense of the overall planning and
purpose of the trip.”4? Lobbyist involvement in planning, orga-
nizing, requesting or arranging multiple-day trips is also prohib-
ited.50 In addition, the Rule does not limit the prohibition on plan-
ning, organizing, requesting or arranging only to lobbyists or for-
eign agents retained by the primary sponsor of the trip. However
MECEA trips, which are regulated and overseen by the State De-
partment and not the Committee or the House, do permit the in-
volvement of lobbyists and foreign agents.

The evidence in Mr. Owens’ trip demonstrates that registered
lobbyists and foreign agents from Park Strategies were intimately
involved in planning, organizing, requesting, and arranging the
trip. This involvement was most prominent when the trip was still
supposed to be conducted pursuant to MECEA. As noted above, at
the time this trip was a MECEA trip, such involvement was per-
mitted by the Department of State. However, as discussed else-
where in this report, the evidence suggests that there was no real
attenuation of the organization of the trip when it was altered from
a MECEA trip, to a privately sponsored trip. Therefore the work
that Park Strategies did to plan, organize, request and arrange the
trip as a MECEA trip carried over to the privately-sponsored trip,
making the private sponsorship impermissible.5! Furthermore, de-
spite the testimony of a Park Strategies employee that, in sub-
stance, they knew they could not be involved in the planning and
organizing of a privately-sponsored trip and therefore stepped back
from that role, the evidence indicates that they were still engaged
in setting specific meetings on the itinerary, and they were still
billing TECRO for their involvement with this trip. For all of these
reasons, Mr. Owens’ trip was impermissible pursuant to House
Rules.

49 See House Ethics Manual (2008), at 89, 401.

50]d. at 90.

51 As with other elements of these trips, the Committee had no knowledge of or reason to sus-
pect Park Strategies’ involvement at the time the trip was approved.
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V. CONCLUSION

When the Committee approves and Members and staff attend
privately-sponsored travel that is later determined to be impermis-
sible, a variety of remedies may be appropriate. When neither the
Committee nor the traveler had any reason to know of the factors
that made the trip impermissible, and the violation was only of
House rules, then reimbursement may not be necessary.>2 However
when either the violation is of a statute or constitutional provision
beyond the jurisdiction of the Committee, or when the Member or
staff had reason to know of the impermissible factors and did not
bring them to the attention of the Committee, then reimbursement
or disgorgement of the cost of the trip may be necessary to remedy
the violation.53

Representative Owens or his staff repeatedly sought guidance
from the Committee regarding the trip to Taiwan. The presently-
available evidence shows that Park Strategies was involved in a
more than de minimis manner in the planning, organizing, request-
ing, and arranging of his trip, and that they remained involved in
the trip, even after it changed from a MECEA program to pri-
vately-sponsored travel. Representative Owens should have known
that the trip was not a proper privately-sponsored trip because of
the lobbying firm’s continued involvement, which the Committee
was unaware of. For this reason, the payments by CCU for Rep-
resentative Owens’ travel expenses were improper. When a Mem-
ber or employee receives an impermissible gift, one appropriate
remedy is repaying the market value of the gift. As noted pre-
Kiously, Representative Owens has already refunded the costs of

is trip.

Because Representative Owens has voluntarily remedied the im-
permissible gift and there is insufficient evidence to show that Rep-
resentative Roskam’s travel was improper, the Committee will con-
sider this matter closed.

Finally, both TECRO and CCU were notified that for the Com-
mittee to fulfill its responsibilities to review offers of privately-
sponsored travel, the Committee must have the cooperation of the
sponsors. Both TECRO and CCU declined to provide such coopera-
tion. As always, the Committee can only approve privately spon-
sored travel when the sponsors cooperate with the Committee’s
oversight responsibilities. If a sponsor or its agent refuses to co-
operate, the Committee will have no choice but to deny approval
of a trip. However, the Committee has no jurisdiction over the
MECEA programs and, therefore, any determinations regarding
MECEA travel is a matter for the State Department to decide.
Members are simply urged to exercise extreme caution when the
nature or sponsor of a trip changes or is uncertain in any way and
to contact the Committee with all questions about such travel.

The Chair is directed, upon providing the notices required pursu-
ant to House Rule XI, clause 3(b)(8)(A), and Committee Rule
17A(a)?2), to file this report with the House, together with copies

52 See Report of the Committee on Ethics, In the Maiter of Allegations Relating to Staff Travel
Provided by the Turkish Coalition of America in August 2008, available at
www.ethics.house.gov.

53 See Report of the Committee on Ethics, In the Matter of the Investigation into Officially Con-
nected Travel of House Members to Attend the Carib News Foundation Multinational Business
Conferences in 2007 and 2008, available at www.ethics.house.gov.
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of the OCE’s Reports and Findings in this matter.5¢ The filing of
this report, along with its publication on the Committee’s Web site,
shall serve as publication of the OCE’s Reports and Findings in
these matters, pursuant to House Rule XI, clause 3(b)(8)(A), and
Committee Rule 17A(b)(3) and 17A(c)(2).

VI. STATEMENT UNDER RULE XIII, CLAUSE 3(c) OF THE
RULES OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

The Committee made no special oversight findings in this report.
No budget statement is submitted. No funding is authorized by any
measure in this report.

54 House Rule XI, clauses 3(a)(2) and 3(b).
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CONFIDENTIAL

Subject to the Nondisclosure Provisions of H. Res. 895 of the 110” Congress as Amended

OFFICE OF CONGRESSIONAL ETHICS
UNITED STATES HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

REPORT
Review No. 12-8236

The Board of the Office of Congressional Ethics (the “Board™), by a vote of no less than four
members, on August 24, 2012, adopted the following report and ordered it to be transmitted to
the Committee on Ethics of the United States House of Representatives.

SUBIJECT: Representative Bill Owens

NATURE OF THE ALLEGED VIOLATIONS: Representative Bill Owens may have accepted
payment of ravel expenses for an officially connected trip to Taiwan from an impermissible
source, resulting in an impermissible gift, in violation of federal law and House rules.

Representative Owens may have accepted payment of travel expenses for an officially connected
trip to Taiwan, when that trip was in some part planned, organized, requested, or arranged by
agents of a foreign principal, in violation of House rules.

RECOMMENDATIONS: The OCE Board recommends that the Committee on Ethics further
review the first allegation as there is substantial reason to believe that Representative Owens
accepted payment of travel expenses for an officially connected trip to Taiwan from an
impermissible source, resulting in an impermissible gift, in violation of federal law and House
rules.

The OCE Board recommends that the Corumittee on Ethics further review the second allegation
as there is substantial reason to believe that Representative Owens accepted payment of travel
expenses for an officially connected trip to Taiwan, when that trip was in some part planned,
organized, requested, or arranged by agents of a foreign principal, in violation of House rules.

VOTES IN THE AFFIRMATIVE: 6
VOTES IN THE NEGATIVE: 0
ABSTENTIONS: 0

MEMBER OF THE BOARD OR STAFF DESIGNATED TO PRESENT THIS REPORT TO
THE COMMITTEE ON ETHICS: Omar S. Ashmawy, Staff Director & Chief Counsel.
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OFFICE OF CONGRESSIONAL ETHICS
UNITED STATES HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

FINDINGS OF FACT AND CITATIONS TO LAW

Review No. 12-8236

On August 24, 2012, the Board of the Office of Congressional Ethics (the *Board”) adopted the
following findings of fact and accompanying citations to law, regulations, rules and standards of
conduct (in italics).

The Board notes that these findings do not constitute a determination of whether or nota
violation actually occurred.

1. INTRODUCTION
A. Summary of Allegations

1. Representative Bill Owens may have accepted payment of travel expenses for an
officially connected trip to Taiwan from an impermissible source, resulting in an
impermissible gift, in violation of federal Jaw and House rules.

2. Representative Owens may have accepted payment of travel expenses for an officially
connected trip to Taiwan, when that trip was in some part planned, organized, requested,
or arranged by agents of a foreign principal, in violation of House rules,

3. The OCE Board recommends that the Committee on Ethics further review the above
allegations as there is substantial reason to believe that violations of federal law or House
rules occurred.

B. Jurisdictional Statement

4. The allegations that were the subject of this review concern Representative Bill Owens, a
Member of the United States House of Representatives from the 23rd District of New
York. The Resolution the United States House of Representatives adopted creating the
Office of Congressional Ethics directs that, “[n]o review shall be undertaken, . by the
board of any alleged violation that occurred before the date of adoption of this
resolution.” The House adopted this Resolution on March 11, 2008. Because the
conduct under review ocourred after March 11, 2008, review by the Board is in
accordance with the Resolution.

U HL Res 895, 110th Cong, §1(e) (2008) (as amended).
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12,

C. Procedural History

The OCE received a written request for preliminary review in this matter signed by at
least two members of the Board on May 23, 2012. The preliminary review commenced
on May 24, 2012 The preliminary review was scheduled to end on June 22, 2012.

At least three members of the Board voted to initiate a second-phase review in this matter
on June 22, 2012, The second-phase review commenced on June 23, 201 2.> The second-
phase review was scheduled to end on August 6, 2012.

The Board voted to extend second-phase review for an additional period of fourteen days
on July 27, 2012, The additional period was scheduled to end on August 20, 2012.

Pursuant to Rule 9(B) of the OCE Rules for the Conduct of Investigations, Representative
Owens submitted a statement to the OCE Board on August 22, 2012,

The Board voted to refer the matter {o the Committee on Ethics for further review and
adopted these findings on August 24, 2012,

. The report in this matter was transmitted to the Committee on Ethics on August 30, 2012,

D. Summary of Investigative Activity

. The OCE requested and received documentary and, in some cases, testimonial

information from the following sources:
(1) Representative Bill Owens;
(2) Representative Owens’ Chief of Staff;
(3) Representative Owens’ Senior Legislative Assistant;
(4) Park Strategies, LLC;
(5) China Airlines, Lid.; and
(6) The Regent Taipei Hotel.

The following individuals or entities declined to provide documentary or testimonial
information in response to Requests for Information and were determined to be non-
cooperating witnesses:

(1) Chinese Culture University;

A preliminary review js “requested” in writing by members of the Board of the OCE. The request for a
preliminary review is “received” by the OCE on a date certain. According to the Resolution, the timeframe for
conducting a preliminary review is thirty days from the date of receipt of the Board’s request,

3 Aceording to the Resolution, the Board must vote on whether to conduct a second-phase revisw in a matter before
the expiration of the thirty-day preliminary review. If the Board votes for a second-phase, the second-phase begins
when the preliminary review ends. The second-phase review does not begin on the date of the Board vote.

4
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(2) Former Senator Alfonse D’ Amato, Founder and Managing Director, Park
Strategies, LLC;

(3) Sean King, Senior Vice President, Park Strategies, LLC; and
(4} John Zagame, Vice President, Park Strategies, LLC.

13. The OCE also requested documentary and testimonial evidence from the Taipei
Economic and Cultural Representative Office in the United States (“TECRO”). TECRO
declined to provide documents or to make officials available for interviews.

II. REPRESENTATIVE OWENS ACCEPTED PAYMENT OF TRAVEL EXPENSES
FOR AN OFFICIALLY CONNECTED TRIP TO TAIWAN FROM AN
IMPERMISSIBLE SOURCE, RESULTING IN AN IMPERMISSIBLE GIFT, IN
VIOLATION OF FEDERAL LAW AND HOUSE RULES

A. Laws. Regulations, Rules, and Standards of Conduct
14. Travel Paid for by a Foreign Government

(1) United States Constitution, Article I, Section 9, Clouse 8

“No title of nobility shall be granted by the United States: and no person holding
any office of prafit or trust under them, shall, without the consent of the Congress,
aceept of any present, emolument, office, or title, of any kind whatever, from any
king, prince, or foreign state.”

(2) Mutual Educational and Cultural Exchange Act

“Congress consents to the acceptance by a Federal employee of grants and other
Jforms of assistance provided by a foreign government to facilitate the
participation of such Federal employee in a cultural exchange...but the Congress
does not consent to the acceptance by any Federal employee of any portion of any
such grant or other form of assistance which provides assistance with respect to

any expenses incurred by or for any member of the family or household of such
Federal employee.™

(3) House Ethics Manual

“[TThe Constitution prohibits federal government officials from accepting any gift
[from a foreign government without the consent of Congress, and Congress has
consented to the accepiance of certain gifis from foreign governments — including
travel in limited circumstances — in two enactmenis: the Foreign Gifts and
Decorations Act ("FGDA’) and the Mutual Educational and Cultural Exchange

122US.C.§ 2458a(a)(1). For purpuses of this provision, “Federal employee™ is defined to include Membess of
Congress. See id. at § 2458a(a)(2).
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Act (‘MECEA"). A Member, officer, or employee may accept travel expenses from
a unit of foreign government only under one of these two statutory grants of
authority.’

“Under MECEA...the traveling Member or employee may not accept travel
expenses for a spouse or family member. "™

15. Permissible Sources of Expenses for Officially Connected Travel
(1) House Rule 25, clause S(b)(1)(4)

“A reimbursement (including payment in kind) to a Member.. for necessary
transportation, lodging, and related expenses for travel to a meeting, speaking
engagement, factfinding trip, or similar event in connection with the duties of
such individual as an officeholder shall be considered as a reimbursement to the
House and not a gift prohibited by this clause when it is from a private source
other than a registered lobbyist or agent of a foreign principal or a private entity
that retains or employs registered lobbyists or agents of a foreign principal
(except as provided in subdivision (C)), if the Member...

(i) discloses the expenses reimbursed or to be reimbursed and the
authorization to the Clerk within 15 days afier the travel is completed.”

(2) House Rule 25, clause S(B)(I}C)

“A reimbursement (including payment in kind) to a Member.. for any purpose
described in subdivision (A) also shall be considered as a reimbursement to the
House and not a gift prohibited by this clause (without regard to whether the
source retains or employs registered lobbyists or agents of a foreign principal) if
it is, under regulations prescribed by the Committee on Ethics to implement this
provision

(i) directly from an institution of higher education within the meaning of
section 101 of the Higher Education Act of 1965, or

(ii) provided only for attendance at or participation in a one-day event
(exclusive of travel fime and an overnight stay).

(3) House Ethics Manual
“The rule requires that a private entity (or entities) that pays for officially-

connected travel will organize and conduct the trip, rather than mevely pay for a
trip that is in fact organized and conducted by another entity,””

5 House Ethics Manual (2008) 108 (citations omitted).
© Jd. at 110 (citation omitted; emphasis in original).
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{4) House Travel Guidelines and Regulations

“Expenses may only be accepted from an entity or entities that have a significant
role in organizing and conducting a trip, and that also have a clear and defined
organizational interest in the purpose of the trip or location being visited.
Expenses may not be accepted from a source that has merely donated monetary
or in-kind support to the trip but does not have a significant role in organizing or
conducting the trip.”* .

(5) Committee on Standards of Official Conduct Report on the Investigation into
Officially Connected Travel of House Members to Attend the Carib News
Foundation Multi-National Business Conference in 2007 and 2008

“To be permissible, a private source must both organize and conduct the trip,
rather than merely pay for a trip that is in fact organized and conducted by
someone else, ™

B. Representative Owens Could Not Have Accepted Payment of Travel Expenses

for His Trip to Taiwan from Either the Government of Taiwan or the Chinese

Culture University

16, From December 27, 2011 to January 1, 2012, Representative Bill Owens and his wife
visited Taiwan for an officially connccted fact-finding trip.!

17. According to the travel disclosure forms that Representative Owens filed with the
Committee on Ethics, the sponsor of the trip was the Chinese Culture University,' an
educational institution founded in 1962, located in Taipei, Taiwan."”

18. While the Chinese Culture University was identified as the sole sponsor of
Representative Owens” trip, information obtained by the OCE during the course of its
review indicates that the trip was actually organized, conducted, and initially paid for by
the government of Taiwan.

19, The government of Taiwan may have been reimbursed for the cost of Representative
Owens’ trip by the Chinese Culture University,'®

7 House Ethics Manual 98,

8 Memorandum to All Members, Officers, and Employees from the Commitiee on Standards of Official Conduct,
“Travel Guidelines and Regulations,” at 3 (February 20, 2007).

? Comm. on Standards of Official Conduct, In the Matter qf the Investigation into Officially Connected Travel of
House Members to Attend the Carib News Foundation Multi-National Business Conference in 2007 and 2008, H.
Rep. 111-422, 111th Cong,, 2d Sess., at 157 (2010) (citations omitted) (“Carib News Report™).

0 See Rep. Bill Owens’ Post-Travel Disclosure Forms, filed January 12, 2012 (“Travel Disclosure Forms™) (Exhibit
1); Memorandum of Interview of Rep. Bill Owens, Augnst 17, 2012 (“Rep. Owens MOI”) (Exhibit 2).

" Travel Disclosure Forms (Exhibit 1 at 12-8236_0004).

12 Chinese Culture University Educational Ideals and Characteristics, htip://www.peen.edu.tw/intl/index-e.htm.

7
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1. The government of Taiwan was not a permissible sponsor of Representative
Owens’ trip to Taiwan, as the Mutual Educational and Cultural Exchange Act
(“MECEA”) did not apply 1o his trip

20. The initial invitation to visit Taiwan came from the government of Taiwan directly or
through its agent, Park Strategies, LLC.

(1) According to Representative Owens, the suggestion that he visit Taiwan came
from representatives of the Taiwan government during an introductory meeting
that Representative Owens attended in July 2011 M

(2) Representative Owens’ Senior Legislative Assistant told the OCE that the idea for
a Taiwan trip originated with Sean King, Senior Vice President at Park Strategies,
LLC, on behalf of the firm’s client, the Taipei Economic and Cultural
Representative Office in the United States (“TECRO")."®

{3) Park Strategies, LLC is a lobbying firm founded in 1999 by former United States
Senator Alfonse M. D’Amato, and is a registered foreign agent for TECRO.'®

{4) TECRO is the government of Taiwan’s principal representative in the United
States, serving as Taiwan’s de facto embassy.'’

(5) Park Strategies’ Foreign Agents Registration Act (“FARA”) report indicates that
Sean King had an initial telephone conversation with the Senior Legislative
Assistant on August 17, 2011, regarding “Taiwan travel,”™® Mr. King had an
additional four contacts with the Senior Legislative Assistant regarding “Taiwan
travel” between August 22 and September 7, 2011.7

(6) M. King also had two contacts with Representative Owens” Chief of Staff
regarding “Taiwan travel,” on August 19 and 22, 2011.%

'3 The OCE was unable to confirm whether the Chinese Culture University did, in fact, reimburse the government of
Tajwan for Representative Owens’ and his wife’s travel expenses or, if it did so, when that reimbursement was
made, Even if the Chinese Culture University made such a reimbursement, it is not clear whether Representative
Owens could have accepted a gift of travel that was initially paid for by an impennissible source. In the context of
gifts paid for by state and local governments, the House Ethics Manual provides that “Members and staff may not
accept, under this provision, a meal or other gift that is paid for by an outside consuitant or lobbyist for a
government agency — even though the cost of the gift will ultimately be reimbursed by the government.” House
Ethics Manual 56 (emphasis in original).

4 Rep. Owens MOI (Exhibit 2 at 12-8236_0020).

5 Memorandum of Interview of Senior Legislative Assistant, Office of Rep, Bill Owens, August 9, 2012 (“Senior
Legislative Assistant MOD™) (Exhibit 3 at 12-8236 0026},

'S Mission of Park Strategies, LLC, http:/fwww parkstrategies.com; Foreign Agents Registration Act Supplemental
Statement, filed by Park Strategies, LLC on March 1, 2012 (“Park Strategies FARA Report”) (Exhibit 4 at 12-
8236_0034).

7 About TECRO, hitp:/Awww taiwanembassy.org/us.

'® Park Swatogios FARA Report (Exhibit 4 af 12-8236_0042).

¥ 14 at 12-8236_0042-0043.

2 1d. at 12-8236_0042; Memorandum of Interview of Chief of Staff, Office of Rep. Bill Owens, Angust 9, 2012
(“Chief of Staff MOY") (Bxhibit 5 at 12-8236_0063).
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{7) According to the Senior Legislative Assistant, the identity of the trip sponsor was
not specifically discussed with Mr. King during their initial conversations, but he
assumed that the government of Taiwan or TECRO would be the sponsor, as he
understood that TECRO was a client of Park Strategies”!

21. Representative Owens’ trip was initially to be organized and paid for by the government
of Taiwan under the Mutual Educational and Cultural Exchange Act (“l\fll:iCEA”).22 On
October 31, 2011, Representative Owens’ Senior Legislative Assistant emailed Mr. King,
asking whether Representative Owens’ trip to Taiwan “would be covered under the
Mutual Education and Cultural Exchange Act (MECA [sic]), right?”*® Mr. King replied,
“YES, it would be.

22. This understanding changed when it became apparent that Representative Owens” wife
could not travel with him as part of a MECEA trip.”*

(1) In early November 2011, Representative Owens or his Chief of Staff asked the
Senior Legislative Assistant to consult with the House Ethics Committee staff to
see if a friend and business associate could pay for his wife’s fravel expenses.®

(2) On November 10, 2011, the Senior Legislative Assistant emailed Representative
Owens and the Chief of Staff to report on the conversation he had with Ethics
Committee staff.””

(3) Representative Owens told the OCE that, after the consultation with the Ethics
Committee, he decided this was not a good option and did not pursue it

{4) According to Representative Owens’ Senior Legislative Assistant, at some point
there were discussions about whether the trip could be conducted under MECEA,
and it was at this point that the idea of a private sponsor was raised.”” The Senior

! Senjor Legislative Assistant MO (Exhibit 3 at 12-8236_0026),

2 Representative Owens could accept travel expenses from the government of Taiwan only under one of two grants
of authority: the Foreign Gift and Decorations Act (“FGDA™) or the Mutual Educational and Cultural Exchange Act
(“MECEA”™). House Ethics Manual 108. Under the FGDA, travel paid for by a foreign government must take place
totally outside the United States and therefore did not apply to Representative Owens® travel to Taiwan, which
originated in the United States. Id. at 109.

* Email from Senior Legislative Assistant to Sean King, October 31, 2011 (Exhibit 6 at 12-8236_0067).

* Email from Sean King to Senior Legislative Assistant, October 31, 2011 (Bxhibit 6 at 12-8236_0066).

3 According to the House Ethics Manual, “Members.. may accept travel expenses from a foreign government in
order to participate in an approved MECEA program.... Under MECEA, however, the traveling Member. .may not
accept travel expenses for a spouse or family member. All travel expenses in a MECEA trip are to be paid by the
sponsoring foreign government, and none of the trip expenses may be paid by any private source.” House Ethics
Manual 110 (citations omitted; eraphasis in original).

% Rep. Owens MOI (Exhibit 2 at 12-8236_0021); Senior Legistative Assistant MOI (Exhibit 3 at 12-8236_0026-
0027). .

" Bmail from Senior Legislative Assistant to Rep. Owens and Chief of Staff, November 10, 2011 (Exhibit 7at 12-
8236_0070).

% Rep. Owens MOT (Exhibit 2 at 12-8236_0021).

¥ Senior Legislative Assistant MOI (Exhibit 3 at 12-8236_0027).

9



31

CONFIDENTIAL

Subject to the Nondisclosure Provisions of H, Res. 895 of the 110" Congress as Amended

Legislative Assistant had conversations with Mr, King and TECRO officials
about a private sponsor for the trip.*

(5) In his interview with the OCE, the Senior Legislative Assistant described this
period as a “transition” from a “MECEA trip” to a “private sponsor trip.”*!

23. Because Representative Owens’ wife did travel with him to Taiwan, the trip could not be
conducted under MECEA, Representative Owens therefore could not have accepted
payment of travel expenses from the government of Taiwan.

2. Because Representative Qwens’ trip to Taiwan was organized, conducted, and
initially paid for by the government of Taiwan, the Chinese Culture University
was not a permissible sponsor of the trip

24. When it became clear that the trip could not be organized under MBCEA, TECRO
officials sought to identify a private entity to serve as the “private sponsor” of
Representative and Mrs. Owens’ trip.

(1) On November 22, 2011, TECRO official Li-Cheh Cheng emailed Representative
Owens’ Senior Legislative Assistant, writing, “I need your kind help here in order
to find a private sponsor in the coming days!”

(2) The Senior Legislative Assistant told the OCE that he was under the impression
that “this had been done before” — that is, that a private sponsor had previously
“stepped in” when it was not possible to conduct a trip under MECEA.*

25. Representative Owens’ trave] arrangements and itinerary were planned and organized by
TECRO officials before a private sponsor was identified.

(1) Representative Owens’ Senior Legislative Assistant told the OCE that he worked
with Frank Lee, director of TECRO’s Congressional Liaison Division, and Li-
Cheh Cheng, an officer with TECRO’s Congressional Liaison Division, to plan
Representative Owens’ travel arrangements and trip itinerary.” 4

{2) On November 15, 2011, Representative Owens’ Senior Legislative Assistant
emailed Sean King, saying that he “spoke with Benson®® yesterday but Il direct
my followup g’s to Frank [Lee].”36 As noted above, Mr. Lee is Director of
TECRO’s Congressional Liaison Division. The Senior Legislative Assistant told

* .

3 14, at 12-8236_0028.

** Email from Li-Cheh Cheng, Officer, TECRO Congressional Liaison Division, to Senior Legislative Assistant,
November 22, 2011 (Exhibit 8 at 12-8236_0072).

% Senior Legislative Assistant MO (Exhibit 3 at 12-8236_0028).

M Id. at 12-8236_0027.

% “Benson™ appears fo refer to Benson Huang, another TECRO official. See Senior Legislative Assistant MOI
{Exhibit 3 at 12-8236_0025).

* Email from Senior Legislative Assistant to Sean King, Park Strategies, November 15, 2011 {Exhibit 9 at 12-
8236_0074).

10
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the OCE that, at this time, he was frequently speaking with TECRO officials
about the trip planning ¥’

(3) On November 21, 2011, the Senior Legislative Assistant emailed Mr. King to
inform him of the dates for Representative Owens’ trip, adding, “I’ll reach out to
Mr. Frank Lee about the details but wanted to let you know. Thanks!”™®

{4) On November 22, 2011, the same day that TECRO official Li-Cheh Cheng asked
the Senior Legislative Assistant for help in finding a private sponsor for
Representative Owens’ trip, the Senjor Legislative Assistant met with TRCRO
officials to discuss travel logistics and a draft trip itinerary.”

(5) After the meeting, the Senior Legislative Assistant emailed Representative Owens
and the Chief of Staff, informing them of the status of trip planning: “Just sat
down with the folks from the Embassy to do a rough outline of the trip...”*

(6) The Senior Legislative Assistant told the OCE that he does not believe he knew
the identity of any private sponsor for Representative Owens’ trip at the time of
this planning meeting.”!

{7) On November 28, 2011, the Senior Legislative Assistant emailed Mr. King a
status report on the trip planning: “I think the Embassy has what they need from
us so far, but I'll let you know when I know more.””"

26. The Chinese Culture University invited Representative Owens to visit Taiwan by letter
dated November 29, 2011,%

27. Despite the invitation by the Chinese Culture University, Representative and Mrs.
Owens’ travel arrangements and itinerary continued to be planned and organized by
Taiwanese government officials.

(1) On December 5, 2011, TECRO official Li-Cheh Cheng emailed the Senior
Legislative Assistant to provide “the air itinerary for Congressman Owens & wife
to Taiwan trip. Please get me their Air Canada and Delta Airlines (partnered with
China Airlines) frequent flier numbers to earn miles.”*

%7 Senior Legislative Assist MOT (Exhibit 3 at 12-8236_0027).

3 Email from Senior Legislative Assistant to Sean King, Park Strategies, November 21, 2011 (Exhibit 10 at 12-
8236_0076).

% Senior Legislative Assistant MOT (Exhibit 3 at 12-8236_0028).

* Ermail from Senior Legistative Assistant to Rep. Owens and Chief of Staff, November 22, 2011 (Exhibit 11 at 12-
8236_0078).

“ Senior Legislative Assistant MOI (Exhibit 3 at 12-8236_0028),

* Bmail from Senior Legislative Assistant to Sean King, Park Strategies, November 28, 2011 (Exhibit 12 at 12-
8236_0080).

% Letter from Wannyih Wau, President, Chinese Calture University, to Rep. Bill Owens, November 29, 2011
(Exhibit 1 at 12-8236_0010),

* Email from Li-Chch Cheng, Officer, TECRO Congressional Liaison Division, to Senior Legislative Assistant,
December 5, 2011 (Exhibit 13 at 12-8236_0083).

11
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(2) On December 6, 2011, TECRO official Li-Cheh Cheng emailed the Senior
Legislative Assistant, advising that she had “sent a cable back to Taipei yesterday,
and my colleagues should start putting up this program already. Usually it will
take them sometime to confirm all the meeting times and meeting officials, and 1
will surely let you know about the set program as soon as they cable back.™

(3) On December 14, 2011, TECRO official Li-Cheh Cheng emailed the Senior
Legislative Assistant: “Also I am preparing the potential meeting for President
Ma and Congressman, I will let you know if I need anything from you. Currently
we have not heard back from Taipei on the official programs, I think they are
trying to figure out President’s, Ministor’s schedules. I will keep you posted.”®

(4) On December 19, 2011, TECRO official Li-Cheh Cheng emailed the Senior
Legislative Assistant: “I did call MOFA [Ministry of Foreign Affairs] Taiwan
last night and tell them to send me the schedules. My colleague said everything is
set up, but my bosses are reviewing the whole itinerary—they value
Congressman’s visit very highly, I will call Taipei tonight and see if they can
expedite.”” :

(5} On December 20, 2011, TECRO official Li-Cheh Cheng emailed an itinerary for
" Representative Owens’ trip to the Senior Legislative Assistant,*®

(6) The Senior Legislative Assistant told the OCE that the itinerary for
Representative Owens’ trip was prepared by TECRO officials, with input from
Rep. Owens’ office.”

28, Representative Owens’ congressional staff continued to direct questions about
Representative Owens’ trip to TECRO officials, rather than officials at the Chinese
Culture University.

(1) On December 6, 2011, Representative Owens’ Senior Legislative Assistant
emailed TECRO official Li-Cheh Cheng regarding the “Private Sponsor Travel
Form,” writing, “it just occurred to me looking at these forms that we’ll need an

* Email from Li-Cheh Cheng, Officer, TECRO Congressional Liaison Division, to Senior Legislative Assistant,
December 6, 2011 (Exhibit 14 at 12-8236_0085).

* BEmail from Li-Cheh Cheng, Officer, TECRO Congressional Liaison Division, to Senior Legislative Assistant,
Daocember 14, 2011 (Exhibit 15 at 12-8236_0088).

47 Bmail from Li-Cheh Cheng, Officer, TECRO Congressional Liaison Division, to Senjor Legislative Assistant,
December 19, 2011 (Exhibit 16 at 12-8236_0095).

*8 Bmail from Li-Cheh Cheng, Officer, TECRO Congressional Liaison Division, to Senior Legislative Assistant,
December 20, 2011 (Exhibit 16 at 12-8236_0090}. Also on December 20, 2011, Ms. Cheng felt the need to remind
the Senior Legislative Assistant of the identity of the trip sponsor: “Alse the host of this trip is Chinese Culture
University—just a kind reminder,” Email from Li-Cheh Cheng, Officer, TECRO Congressional Liaison Division,
10 Senior Legislative Assistant, December 20, 2011 (Exhibit 16 at 12-8236_0090).

“? Senior Legislative Assistant MOT (Exhibit 3 at 12-8236_0028),

12
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updated form to reflect that the Congressman is departing from Montreal instead
of New York City...”

(2) On December 19, 2011, the Senior Legislative Assistant emailed Ms, Cheng
asking for a “complete itinerary with times for what the Congressman is doing”
for submission to the Committes on Ethics.> He added: “I believe the
Congressman is going to try and fit 2 mcctin%s into that final day separate from
the schedule you all put together for him....”™

29. The Taiwan government had a significant role during Representative Owens” trip,

(1) Representative Owens told the OCE that a representative of the Taiwanese
government met his wife and him at the airport upon arrival in Taiwan, and that
this representative accompanied them throughout their trip.>

(2) According to Representative Owens’ itinerary, he met with several Taiwan
government officials, including the President of Taiwan, the Vice Minister of

National Defense, the Foreign Minister, and a member of the Taiwan Ie,gislatv.xm54

30. Information obtained by the OCE during the course of its review indicates that the
government of Taiwan, in addition to organizing and conducting Representative Owens’
trip, initially paid Representative Owens’ travel expenses.™

(1) According to a witness with knowledge of Representative Owens’ flight
arrangements, the Taiwan Ministry of Foreign Affairs paid China Airlines for the
airfare for Representative Owens and his wife,’

(2) According to a representative of the Regent Taipei Hotel, Representative Owens’
room payment was settled by the Taiwan Ministry of Foreign Affairs.”’

* Pnail from Senior Legislative Assistant to Li-Cheh Cheng, Officer, TECRO Congressional Liaison Division,
December 6, 2011 (Exhibit 14 at 12-8236_0085-0086).
3! Email from Senior Legislative Assistant to Li-Cheh Cheng, Officer, TECRO Congressional Liaison Division,
December 19, 2011 (Bxhibit 16 at 12-8236_0095).

.
* Rep. Owens MOI (Exhibit 2 at 12-8236_0022).
54 Tentative Itinerary of the visit by Hon, William Lewis “Bill" Owens and Mrs. Owens to the Republic of China
(Taiwan), December 28-31, 2011, submitted with Rep. Owens Travel Disclosure Filings (Exhibit 1 at 12-
§236_0012-0015).
% As noted above, see supra potes 22 & 25, given the circumstances of Representative Owens’ trip, the government
of Taiwan could not have been a permissible source of payiment for travel expenses.
% Memorandum of Interview of Witness with Kuowledge of Rep. Owens’ Air Travel, August 15, 2012 (Exhibit 17
at 12-8236_6098),
57 Bnail from Karen Chu, Regent Taipei Hotel, to OCE Investigative Counsel, July 12, 2012 (Exhibit 18 at 12-
8236_0102). Unprompted by the OCE, the Hotel representative provided a supplemental response; “After checking
my data, kindly correct that Mr Owens invited by Chinese Culture University but not the Ministry of Foreign
Affair.... Ministry of Foreign Affair settle the payment with us first but I think that Chinese Culture University settle
with Ministry of Foreign Affair later.” Email from Karen Chu, Regent Taipei Hotel, to OCR Investigative Counsel,
July 13, 2012 (Exhibit 19 at 12-8236_00101). When asked for the source of this additional information, the hotel
representative informed the OCE:
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(3) Representative Owens and members of his congressional staff had several
indications that the Taiwan government was paying his travel expenses. For
example, prior to departing for Taiwan, Representative Owens received a
memorandum from TECRO officials which advised: “Please remember to keep
your boarding passes for all domestic and international flights and return them
to TECRQO. We need to have those passes for accounting purpose and truly
appreciate your cooperation.”®® Representative Owens told the OCE that he did
not focus on this instruction to keep his boarding passes, nor did he keep them.>
The Senior Legislative Assistant also told the OCE that while he did read this
document, he did not focus on this statement.™®

(4) In addition, on December 5, 2011, a China Airlines representative emailed
Representative Owens’ Senior Legislative Assistant, with a copy to TECRO
official Li-Cheh Cheng, informing him of the price for the airline tickets: “The
price that we will send invoice to TECRO is approximately USD$8655 + tax
$357.30 = USD$9011.80....”"%" The Senior Legislative Assistant did not recall
focusing on the reference to TECRO when he received this email. &

(5) While TECRO declined to provide any documents or make available any
witnesses in response to the OCE’s Request for Information, TECRO represented
to the OCE, through counsel, that the Ministry of Foreign Affairs was reimbursed
by the Chinese Culture University for all costs associated with Representative
Owens’ trip.

(6) The Chinese Culture University also declined to provide documents or make
available witnesses in response to the OCE’s Request for Information. The OCE
was therefore unable to confirm whether the Chinese Culture University did, in
fact, pay for Representative Owens’ and his wife’s travel expenses, or when such
payment was made.

1just remembered some conversation they asked while made the booking last year. Ministry of
Poreign Affairs talked about Chinese Culture University while made the reservation and I guess
you might wish to know this information. They advised us to charge the official special rate
which we provide to Ministry of Foreign Affairs first and I do not know how did they finalize the
payment Jater. They advised me through the phone calls and there is no certain data to review, 1
am not sure who should I contact from them on this matter but I suggest you can contact the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs for the further information.

Email from Karen Chu, Regent Taipei Hotel, to OCE Investigative Counsel, July 16, 2012 (Bxhibit 18 at 12-
8236_0100),

8 «Memo: The visit of Rep. and Mrs. Bill Owens to the Republic of China (Taiwsn) (December 28 {0 31, 2011y
(emphuasis in original) (Exhibit 19 at 12-8236_0105),

* Rep. Owens MOI (Exhibit 2 at 12-8236_0022).

% Senior Legislative Assistant MOI (Exhibit 3 at 12-8236_0029).

¢! Email from Ken Chong, China Airlines, to Senior Legislative Assistant, copy to Li-Cheh Cheng, TECRO,
December 5, 2011 (Exhibit 13 at 12-8236_0083).

 Senior Legislative Assistant MOT (Exhibit 3 at 12_8236_0028).
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{7) Representative Owens told the OCRE that the first time he learned that the Taiwen
government paid for his travel expenses, but was later reimbursed by the Chinese
Culture University, was when TECRO officials requested a meeting and met with
members of his staff in May 2012, after press reports about the trip appeared

31. Representative Owens had no interaction w1th the Chinese Culture University prior to
meeting with University officials in Taiwan.** Neither Representative Owens’ Semm
Legislative Assistant nor his Chief of Staff had any interactions with the Univer sity.%

32. Representative Owens’ interactions with the Chinese Culture University during his trip
were limited.

(1) Representative Owens and his wife attended a dinner hosted by Chinese Culture
University officials, including the president and the chairman of the board of the
University, and two University deans.

{2) One University dean attended the dinner hosted by the Taiwan Ministry of
Foreign Affairs.”’ During this dinner, Reprcsentatwc Owens thanked the Chinese
Culture University for hosting his trip.®

33, While the Chinese Culture University declined to cooperate with the OCE’s review, it did
provide the OCE with a letter in response to the OCE’s Request for Information, in which
it stated: “[Wle do regularly sponsor important leaders from the United States to visit
Taiwan such as Representative and Mrs. Owens’ trip last year, which we believe is in
accordance with U.S. House ethics rules related to private sponsorship.”®

34. The University further stated that, “[i]n view of Mr. Owens’ important status as a
member of U.S. Congress and the lack of staff of this university stationed in the United
States, the program for Representative Owens’ visit to Taiwan was coordinated through
the kind assistance of Taiwan’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Taipei Economic and
Cultural Representative Office in the United States.””

35, As noted above, the Chinese Culture University declined to provide documentary or
testimonial evidence in response to the OCE’s Request for Information. Pursuant to Rule
6 of the OCE Rules for the Conduct of Investigations, the OCE draws a negative
inference from the University’s refusal to cooperate, The OCE infers that the information

% Rop, Owens MOT (Exhibit 2 at 12-8236_0023).

“Jd at 12-8236_0021.
& Senior Leglslatwe Assistant MOI (Exhibit 3 at 12-8236_0025); Chief of Staff MOI (Exhibit 5 at 12-8236_0062).
Rep Owens MOT (Exhibit 2 at 12-8236_0022).

68 Ia’

“ Letter from Chiungli Kuo, Director of PR Office, Chinese Culture University, to OCE Staff Director and Chief
Counsel] (June 30, 2012) (Exhibit 20 at 12_8236_0110).

" 14, The OCE attempted to follow-up with the Chinese Calture University after receiving this letter, but was
informed that the University would not be cooperating: “The letter I sent on June 30 is the only response I am
giving regarding your contact, I will not provide anything else nor reply your mail again” Email from Chiungli
Kuo to OCE Investigative Counsel, July 6, 2012 (Exhibit 21 at 12-8236_0114).
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the University refused to provide, taken together with the factual findings in this referral,
supports the conclusion that there is substantial reason to believe that the alleged
violation occurred.

36. Representative Owens knew, or should have known, that the government of Taiwan was
conducting and organizing his travel to Taiwan, As indicated above, neither
Representative Owens nor members of his congressional staff had any contact with the
Chinese Culture Urniversity at any point during the travel planning process.”” Rather,
Representative Owens’ Senior Legislative Assistant worked closely with TECRO
officials on Representative Owens’ travel arrangements and trip itinerary.”>

37. When press reports surrounding Representative Owens’ trip appeared in May 2012,
Representative Owens made the decision 1o pay the travel expenses for his wife and him
personally.” Accerding to Representative Owens, he made this decision because he felt
that if there was any chance that they had done something wrong, he “needed to clean it
up immediately.”* On May 21, 2012, he sent a personal check, made payable to the
Chinese Culture University, in the amount of $22,132.20, to the University.”

38. The OCE Board {inds that there is substantial reason to believe that Representative
Owens accepted payment of travel expenses for an officially connected trip to Taiwan
from an impermissible spousor, resulting in an impermissible gift, in violation of federal
law and House rules.

! Rep. Owens MOI (Exhibit 2 at 12-8236_0021); Chief of Staff MOI (Exhibit 5 at 12-8236_0062); Senior
Legislative Assistant MOT (Exhibit 3 at 12_8236_0025).

™ See, e.g., Senior Legislative Assistant MOT (Exhibit 3 at 12-8236_0027-0030). The Committee on Ethics has
determined that Members may be held responsible for the knowledge of their staff. In one recent matter, the
Committee explained:

[Blased on the Standards Committee’s longstanding precedent regarding the responsibilities
Members have for the conduct and actions of their staff, the Subcomnittee finds that it would not
well serve the House ag an institution to allow its Members to escape responsibility by delegating
authority to their staff to take actions and hide behind their lack of knowledge of the facts
surrounding those actions. Members choose their own staff and should expect their staff to
provide them with all the information necessary to carry out their responsibilities, as well as to
stay within the boundaries established by law, regulations, and standards of conduct. Many times
Members act through the actions of their staff and, therefore, should be held Hable for those
actions in certain circumstances.

Carib News Report 192-93, The Comumittee went on to impute to the Member the knowledge of his staff to find that
the Member knowingly accepted an impermissible gift of travel. d.
:z Rep. Owens MOI (Exhibit 2 at 12-8236_0023),

A,
7 Letter from Rep. Bill Owens to Wannyih Wu, President, Chinese Culture University, May 21, 2012 (Exhibit 22 at
12-8236_0118).
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REPRESENTATIVE OWENS ACCEPTED PAYMENT OF TRAVEL EXPENSES
FOR AN OFFICYALLY CONNECTED TRIP TO TATWAN THAT WAS IN SOME
PART PLANNED, ORGANIZED, REQUESTED, OR ARRANGED BY AGENTS OF

A FOREIGN PRINCIPAL
A. Laws, Regulations, Rules, and Standards of Conduct

39. Travel Planned Organized, Requested or Arranged by Agents of Foreign Principal

(1) House Rule 25, clause 5(c)(3)

A Member, Delegate, Resident Commissioner, officer, or employee of the House
may not accept a reimbursement (including payment in kind) for transportation,
lodging, or related expenses for a trip (other than a trip permitted under
paragraph (B)(1)(C) of this clause) if such trip is in any part plonned, organized,
requested, or arranged by a registered lobbyist or agent of a foreign principal.”

(2} House Fthics Monual
“Members and staff are prohibited from participating in any multiple-day trip
that way planned, organized, requested, or arranged by a lobbyist or agent of a
Joreign principal,”
“Member and staff participation in officially-connected travel that is in any way
planned, organized, requested, or arranged by a lobbyist is prohibited, except as
provided below:

(1) when the travel is sponsored by an institution of higher education within
the meaning of section 101 of the Higher Education Act of 1965; 7 or

(2) when the travel is for o one-day event trip and the involvement of a
lobbyist in planning, organizing, requesting, or arranging the trip is de
minimis, meaning only negligible or otherwise inconsequential in terms of
time and expense lo the overall planning and purpose of the trip.”

B. Representative Owens’ Trip to Taiwan Was in Some Part Planned, Organized.
Requested, or Arranged by the Agents of a Foreign Principal

40, Evidence gathered by the OCE during the course of its review indicates that Park
Strategies, LLC, a registered foreign agent of TECRO, in some part planned, organized,

requested, or arranged Representative Owens’ trip to Taiwan.

41. As noted above, Representative Owens” Senior Legislative Assistant recalled that the
idea for a Taiwan trip originated with Sean King, a registered foreign agent for TECRO.”

" House Ethics Manual 96,
7 Tnstitutions outside of the United States do not qualify, See 20 U.S.C. § 1001(a).

7 House Bthics Manual 400-401 {emphasis in original).
» Senior Legislative Assistant MO1 (Exhibit 3 at 12-8236_0026),
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Park Strategies” FARA report indicates that Park Strategies lobbyist Sean King had an
initial telephone conversation with the Senior Legislative Assistant on August 17, 2011,
regarding “Taiwan travel”® This was followed by four additional contacts on “Taiwan
travel” between August 19 and September 7, 2011.% Mr. King had two contacts with
Representggﬁve Owens’ Chief of Staff, both regarding “Taiwan travel,” on August 19 and
22,2011

42, In bis interview with the OCE, Representative Owens recalled a telephone conversation
with Park Strategies’ founder and former Senator Alfonse D’ Amato on Qctober 6, 2011,
in which Senator I’ Amato asked if he had any interest in going to Taiwan to meet with
representatives of the Taiwan Semiconductor Manufacturing Corporation (“TSMC™).¥
At the time, a site in New York State near Representative Owens’ congressional district
was lobbying TSMC to open a facility there.%

43. On November 3, 2011, Representative Owens” Senior Legislative Assistant emailed
Representative Owens and the Chief of Staff to report on a conversation he had had with
Mr. King regarding potential dates for Representative Owens” travel: “D’amato’s guys
report that anytime Bill Owens is ready for Taiwan, Taiwan is ready for Bill Owens, so
the week between Christmas and New Year's works as well.”®® Representative Owens
understood the reference to “D’amato’s guys” to be to Park Strategies, LLC.%

44. On November 15, 2011, Mr. King emailed Representative Owens’ Senior Legislative
Assistant, advising him to contact Frank Lee, Director of TECRO’s Congressional
Liaison Division.*’ According to the Senior Legislative Assistant, Park Strategies
directed him to TECRO officials to plan Representative Owens’ trip, but not in any
“exclusionary” way.%® The Senior Legislative Assistant said he continued to discuss the
trip with Mr. King throughout the planning process.®

45. On November 21, 2011, Representative Owens’ Senior Legislative Assistant emailed Mr.
King to advise: “[LJooks lilie we have our dates. The boss and his wife are looking to
travel to Taiwan beginning on December 27th. I'll reach out to Mr, Frank Lee about the
details but wanted to let you know. Thanks!”*

46. Mr. King declined to be interviewed by the OCE as part of this review. Park Strategies
did provide the OCE with a signed declaration from Christopher D’ Amato, Executive

% park Strategies FARA Report (Exhibit 4 at 12-8236_0042),
¥ 1. at 12-8236_0042-0043.
2 1. at 12-8236_0042,
8 Rop. Owens MOT (Exhibit 3 at 12-8236_0020); see afso Calendar Entry for October 6, 2011, 10:30 to 11:00 AM,
“Phone call with D’amato re: Tajwan™ (Exhibit 23 at 12-8236_0120).
¥ Rep. Owens MOT (Exhibit 2 at 12-8236_0020),
¥ Bmail from Senior Legislative Assistant to Rep. Owens and Chief of Staff (November 3, 2011) (Exhibit 24 at 12-
8236_0122); Senior Legislative Assistant MOIT (Exhibit 3 at 12-8236_0026).
% Rep. Owens MOT (Exhibit 2 at 12-8236_0021).
¥ Email from Sean King to Senior Legislative Assistant (November 15, 2011) (Exhibit 9 at 12-8236_0074).
: Senior Legislative Assistant MOT (Exhibit 3 at 12-8236_0027).
I

% Email from Senior Legislative Assistant to Sean King (November 21, 2011) (Exhibit 10 at 12-8236_0076).
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Vice President, Managing Director, and chief compliance officer of Park Strategies.” In
his declaration, Mr, D’ Amato states: “After learning, on November 21, 2011, that
Representative Owens was going to bring his wife on the trip to Taiwan, Pack Strategies,
LLC had no farther involvement in creating or setting the itinerary prepared by the
Chinese Culture University.” 2

47, In contrast, the Senior Legislative Assistant told the OCE that at no time did Mr. King or
anyone at Park Strategies tell him that the firm could no Jonger be involved with planning
Representative Owens’ trip.

48. Also, Park Strategies continued to be involved with Representative Owens’ Taiwan trip
after November 21, 2011.

{1) OnNovember 28, 2011, Mr. King emailed Representative Owens’ Senior
Legislative Assistant to ask, “How’s the trip planning going? I’m back in our
New York office today. Call me if you need us, thanks.”

{2) Mr. King met with the Senior Logislative Assistant in Representative Owens’
Washington, DC office on December 5, 2011, on the topic of “Taiwan travel.”™
According to the Senior Legislative Assistant, Mr. King suggested meetings for
Representative Owens’ itinerary during this conversation.™®

(3) In his interview with the OCE, Representative Owens recalled 4 telephone
conversation with former Senator D’ Amato on December 7, 2011, in which
Senator D’ Amato asked him to meet with representatives of Talwan’s opposition
party during his trip.?’ This telephone conversation is reflected in Park Strategies
FARA report.”®

L3

(4} Two days afier his telephone conversation with Senator D’ Amato, Representative
Owens was asked by his Senior Legislative Assistant, in a December 9, 2011
email, if he was “ok sitting down with the opposition party in Taiwan while

you’re there...”” Representative Owens replied that “Dantto asked me too. 1%

' Declaration of Christopher I’ Amato, June 18, 2012 (Exhibit 25 at 12-8236_0124). The OCE notes that Mr.

D’ Amato’s declaration is neither notarized nor witnessed. In addition, as previously indicated, no Park Strategies
employees would agree to be interviewed by the OCE.

% Id. Counsel for Park Strategies asserts that Park Strategies” initial involvement with Representative Owens® trip
was permissible because, at that point, the trip was to be conducted under MECEA, which permits lobbyist or
foreign agent involvement, However, the plain language of the Rule provides that a Member may not accept
payment of travel expenses for a trip that is “in any part planned, organized, requested, or arranged by a registered
fobbyist or agent of a foreign principal.” House Rule 25, clause 5(c)(3) (emphasis added}. It would therefore appear
that Park Strategies” initial — and continned — involvement made the trip impermissible even after it became clear
that the trip would not be conducted under MECEA.,

% Senjor Legislative Assistant MOT (Exhibit 3 at 12-8236_0027).

** Email from Sean King to Senior Legislative Assistant, November 28, 2011 (Exhibit 12 at 12-8236_0080).

% park Strategies FARA Report (Exhibit 4 at 12-8236_0044).

% Senior Legislative Assistant MOT (Exhibit 3 at 12-8236_0028).

%7 Rep, Owens MOI (Bxhibit 2 at 12-8236_0022),

%5 Park Strategics FARA Report (Exbibit 4 at 12-8236_0042).

%% Bmail from Senior Legislative Assistant to Rep. Owens, December 9, 2011 (Bxhibit 26 at 12-8236_0126),
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The Senior Legislative Assistant then tells Representative Owens: “I’m supposed
to talk to sean king monday and we might be able o find a way to get invited %

{5) On December 20, 2011, Sean King emailed Representative Owens’ Senior
Legislative Assistant, with a copy to his Park Strategies colleague Jon Zagame,
asking about scheduling a meeting with a TSMC official. ' According to the
Senior Legislative Assistant, Representative Owens was able to schedule a
meeting with TMSC officials during his trip.'®

49. Given the contacts between Park Strategies officials and Representative Owens, as well

as the contacts betwoen Park Strategies officials and members of Representative Owens’
congressional staff, Representative Owens knew, or should have known, that Park
Strategies was involved in planning, organizing, requesting, or arranging his trip to
Taiwan,

50. As noted above, Park Strategies employees former Senator Alfonse D’ Amato, Sean King,

51

and John Zagame declined to be interviewed by the OCE. Pursuant to Rule 6 of the OCE
Rules for the Conduct of Investigations, the OCE draws a negative inference from the
witnesses’ refusal to cooperate. The OCE infers that the information these individuals
refused to provide, taken together with the factual findings in this referral, supports the
conclusion that there is substantial reason to believe that the alleged violation occurred.

The OCE Board finds that there is substantial reason to believe that Representative
Owens accepted payment of travel expenses for an officially connected trip to Taiwan,
when that trip was in some part planned, organized, requested, or arranged by agents of a
foreign principal, in violation of House rules, .

THE CHINESE CULTURE UNIVERSITY, FORMER SENATOR ALFONSE M.
D’AMATO, SEAN KING, AND JOHN ZAGAME REFUSED TO COOPERATE
‘WITH THE OCE REVIEW

52.

53.

Based on the natare of the allegations in this Review, the OCE requested information
from witnesses who were identified as having knowledge of relevant facts.

All the identified witnesses cooperated except the following: the Chinese Culture
University, former Senator Alfonse M. D’ Amato, Sean King, and Jobn Zagame,

1% pimail from Rep. Owens to Senior Legislative Assistant, December 9, 2011 (Exhibit 26 at 12-8236_0126).

% BEmail from Senior Legislative Assistant to Rep. Owens, December 9, 2011 (Bxhibit 26 at 12-8236_0126).
Email from Sean King to Senior Legislative Assistant, copy to Jon Zagame, December 20, 2011 (Exhibit 27 at
12-8236_0128-0129).

1% Senior Legistative Assistant MOT (Exhibit 3 at 12-8236_0029).
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Chinese Culture University

54. The Chinese Culture University is an educational institution located in Taipei, Taiwan.
The University was identified in Representative Owens” travel disclosure filings as the
private sponsor of his trip to Taiwan,

55. The OCE requested information from the University to determine the role the University
played in organizing, conducting, and paying for Representative Owens’ trip to Taiwan.

56. The University refused to cooperate with the OCE.

57. Pursuant to OCE Rule 6, the OCE draws a negative inference from the University’s
refusal to cooperate with the OCE. The OCE infers that the information the University
refused to provide, taken together with the factual findings in this referral, supports the
conclusion that there is substantial reason to believe that the alleged violation occurred,

Former Senator Alfonse M. D’ Amato
58. Former Senator D’ Amato is the founder and Managing Director of Park Strategies, LLC,

59. The OCE requested an interview with Senator D’ Amato to obtain information regarding
his or his firm’s involvement with Representative Owens’ trip to Taiwan.

60. Senator D’ Amato refused to cooperate with the OCE,

61. Pursuant to OCE Rule 6, the OCE draws a negative inference from Senator D’ Amato’s
refusal to cooperate with the OCE. The OCE infers that the information Senator
D’ Amato refused to provide, taken together with the factual findings in this referral,
supports the conclusion that there is substantial reason to believe that the alleged
violation occurred.

Sean King

62. Mr. King is Senior Vice President of Park Strategies, LLC.

63. The OCE requested an interview with Mr. King to obfain information regarding his or his
firm’s involvement with Representative Owens’ trip to Taiwan.

64. Mr. King refused to cooperate with the QCE.

65. Pursuant to OCE Rule 6, the OCE draws a negative inference from Mr. King's refusal to
cooperate with the OCE. The OCE infers that the information Mr. King refused to
provide, taken together with the factual findings in this referral, supports the conclusion
that there is substantial reason to believe that the alleged violation occurred.

Jobn Zagame
66. Mr. Zagame is Vice President of Park Sﬁ'ategies, LILC.
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67. The OCE requested an interview with Mr. Zagame to obtain information regarding his or
his firm’s involvement with Representative Owens’ trip to Taiwan.

68. Mr. Zagame refused to cooperate with the OCE.

69. Pursuant to OCE Rule 6, the OCE draws a negative inference from Mr. Zagame’s refusal
to cooperate with the OCE, The OCE infers that the information Mr. Zagame refused to
provide, taken together with the factual findings in this referral, supports the conclusion
that there is substantial reason to believe that the alleged violation occurred.

CONCLUSION

70. The OCE Board recommends that the Comumittee on Bthics further review the allegation
that Representative Owens accepted payment of travel expenses for an officially
connected trip to Taiwan from an impermissible source, resulting in an impermissible
gift, because there is substantial reason to believe that his acceptance of payment for
these travel expenses violated federal law or House rules.

71, The OCE Board recommends that the Committee on Ethics further review the allegation
that Representative Owens accepted payment of travel expenses for an officially
connected trip to Taiwan, when that trip was in some part planned, organized, requested,
or arranged by agents of a foreign principal, because there is substantial reason to believe
that his acceptance of payment for these travel expenses violated of House rules.

INFORMATION THE OCE WAS UNABLE TO OBTAIN AND
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR THE ISSUANCE OF SUBPOENAS

72. The following witnesses, by declining to be interviewed by the OCE, did not cooperate
with the OCE’s review:

(1) Former Senator Alfonse D’ Amato, Founder and Managing Director, Park
Strategies, LLC,;

(2) Sean King, Senior Vice President, Park Strategies, LLC; and
(3) John Zagame, Vice President, Park Strategies, LLC.

73. As a result, the OCE was unable to obtain certain information regarding Representative
Owens’ trip to Taiwan in December 2011,

74. The Board recommends the issuance of subpoenas to former Senator D’ Amato, Mr.
King, and Mr. Zagame.

75. In addition, the OCE was unable to obtain information from the Chinese Culture
University or the Taipei Economic and Cultural Representative Office in the United

22



44

CONFIDENTIAL

Subject to the Nondisclosure Provisions of H. Res. 895 of the 110% Congress as Amended

States. Neither entity provided documents to the OCE in response to Requests for
Information, and neither agreed to interviews by OCE staff.
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Members of the House of Representative invited to
Delegniion to Republic of China (Faiwan) from December

27352031 ¢

L Rep. Bill Owens

2. Mrs. Bme Owens
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Movembier 29, 2811

The ?xmmmme B {hweng
Hiwse of Repiosentativas
Was’:am war, D008

tatees me grest pleaswe o t*wi'!s: youand Mrs. Owensto visit the Republic of
ina {Tatwan) Am‘, Preoémber 27 1 31, 2011, as guests of the Chiness Culire University

Ehinese Chittre Ustiversity is one o Triwan's leading institutions of Wgher
iueation. & private university founded fn 1962, CCU bas developed a comprelionsive
Lmim sraduate progeam that refieets s understanding of Tabwan™s rads B she hroader
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feiont @ global seitingy Chiness cultuge must inherivthe best that thy Hakt and the
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sanges s sister univeesity sefations,
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Essenda ki
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Tewrarive Ninerary of the visil by Hon, Wiliom Lewis “Bil{® {heens

and Mrs. Qiwens
ta the Regniblic of Ching {(Tuiwan)
 December 38~ 31, 2011
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2050

Arrie 9t Tadwan Teoyuun Interngtional Arport via Cldnd
Alrtines CI-0035

B Case Officer ©

%

5
Bratn

vl

ROM  iemnd Porsoss Regent Taiped
41 Chang Shan North Road, Sec. 2, Taipsl, Taivean
o+

Fax: +886-2-2323-2828
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Beinistey of Mational Deftnse (MND)

15:00

Callon Hon, BHUAL Hoa-Ming, Legislator, Membir of Forpign
Adfairs and Natdonal Defense Convinities, Legislative Yusn

16:30

Tall 2l Amorican Chamber of Commurce in Taipe

19:00

Disnner hosted by De, Chid Hy CHANG, Board Chaitnian of
{hiness Calture University and D WU, Wenn Yin, Président of
of Chinese Cidture University

2054 BN SSERHE
Popart for Zooying, Kachsiung via Tabwan High Speed Rail Ne
233

230

B

Phonc <+ I
Pay @ +ERSA201 0348
ADIY 1 302 Min Sheng Znd RD,, Kaohsiung, Tabwan, ROC

E

Friday, December 30, 2011
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11:00

in Tahwan High Speed Rall No. 158

1500

18:08

Call on BB Timothy YANG, Foreign Mindster, Ministry of
Foreign Affais

1430

Saturday, Beoparber 31 2{511

10:50
Vizit Magonal Palues Musewn

Tone Taippi 181 Vinancial Center

1708

Meeting with Hsiao Bi-khim of the Democratic People’s Party
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Boughtin, Jon

Ta Li-Chih Gheng .

Subjaet RE TEDRQ sortact after Moy, 22 for Congrassrian Owens' visit
e RIS IEESEYE e

Fromy Kert Chong <JSTGTGIRG sl com

Tiater 201174267

Sugject: Thine Alings B-TKT Confieenation for OWENSWILLIAM LEWIS & JANE ELEANDR

vo: Gt evse gov, “Boughtis, Jor < |G s ouse.gove, LiChih Cheng

CHIRA ARLINES LTI

LOS ANGELES BRANOH OFFICE
200 N. CONTINENTAL BLVE

EL SEGUNDD, OABG245.

PASSENGER TTINERARY TOEC 2014

PALSENGER NAME :
1 CWENSAVIELIAW LEVWIS  ETKT: 2972475808881
2 OWENSHANE ELEANDR  ETKT: 2972475605552

RECORD LOCATOR : KETOHY - Alr Canadar MZRSGR

FLIOHT RESERVATICN

[P

DATE FUGHT AIRPORT FROMTO  TIME CLASS STATUS 8TOP

12-8236_0016



61

2FREC AT FOT YUL-DORYAL BRS¢ CONFIRMED
2TDEC LAGLOE ANGELES 15

FDEC U1 SLAN-LOB ANGELES 1355 F CONFIRMED 0 NON STOP
ZBDEC  TPE-TAPES 20650

JTOED O 32 TPE-TAFE 12330 J CONFIRMED 0 NON STOP
JDEC  YWR-VANCOUVER . 1805

FIREC AC 782 YWRWANCOUVER 2330 D CONFIRMED.
LIAN  YUL-DORVEL 4715

SEAT SELECTION: CERRTDES 1A Z21K
CIAODEC 144 24K

*IRTERLINE STATUS IS FOR %?:"?ERE?\ECE oMLY~

* FLEASE CHECK I AT AIRPORT 2 HOURS BEFORE FLIGHT DEPARTURE *

* FOR BELHE ARPORT (ECOROMIC CLASE PASSENGER ORNLYY
PLEASE CHECK INAT AIRPORT % HOURS BEFORE FUIGHT DEPARTURE *

* SR TIGKET ISSUSD OR/AFTER 16 APRIL 2008, THE NAX WEIGHT OF
EACH CHECHED BAGEAGE CARRIED BY SCONOMY CLASS PASSENGERS ON
TRANSPACHFIC ROUTES INCLUDI GUAM IS CHANGED BROM
3MGS TO 2IKES.
FOR DETAILS PLEASE CHECK LOCAL CHINA AIRLINES DFFICE*

*EACH CABIN BAGGAGE MAY NOT EXCEED 56X38X23CH IN SIZE AND
THE 1N WEIGHT. IF OVERWEISHT OROVERSIZED, T WiLL 8E
TRANSPORTED AS CHECKED BAGGADE. EXCESS BAGGAGE CHARGE WiLL
BE COLLECTED I THE TOTAL PIECESWEIBHTS CHECKED EXCEED YOUR
FREE CHECKED BAGBAGE ALLOWANCE. FREE CABIN BAGGAGE ALLOWANCE
OF FIONY PASSENGERS ARE A5 FOLLOWS:
FIRST CLASE: 2PIE0ES, QR OME PIECE PLUS ONE GARMENT BAGGAGE
(THICKNESS NOT OVER 2008)
BUSINESS CLASS: OME PIECE PLUS ONE GARMENT BAGGAGE
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(THICKNESS NOT OVER 200N}
EQOROMY CLABE: DNE PIECE =

THANK YOU EORFLYING WITH DHINA AIRLINES AND WIBH YOU &
PLEASANT TRIP :

CHING ATRLINES R E RS

Ares Sales Manager WA 20
Spmailsom

Fed pog-c20 M

Tiits g

Li-Chih Chong

Ciificer, Congressional Lialsor Divislon

Taipsl Econatrin and Cultural Representative Office (TECRO)
4204 Wisconsin Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20018, USA
202805 JIRC :

I ()

2023443048 3
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CONFIDENTIAL

Subject to the Nondisclosure Provisions of H. Res, 895 as Amended

OFFICE OF CONGRESSIONAL ETHICS
UNITED STATES HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

MEMORANDUM OF INTERVIEW

INRE: Representative Bill Owens
REVIEW #(s): 12-8236

DATE: August 17, 2012

LOCATION: Burlington, Vermont

TIME: 3:00 PM to 4:00 PM (approximate)

PARTICIPANTS:  Brian Svoboda, Counsel to the Witness
Emily Eisenberg, Counsel to the Witness
Kedric Payne
Scott Gast

SUMMARY: Representative Bill Owens (the “witness™) currently represents the 23rd Congressional
District of New York. The OCE requested an interview with the witness and he consented to an
interview. The witness made the following statements in response to our questioning;

1. Thewitness was given an 18 U.S.C. § 1001 warning and consented to an interview. The withess
declined to sign a written acknowledgement of the warning.

2. The witness fold the OCE that the idea of a trip to Taiwan was first raised in July 2011 during an
introductory meeting with representatives from the Taiwan govemment, He said that he took the
invitation to visit Taiwan as a courtesy offered to all new Members of Congress.

3. Thewiiness does not recall any further discussion about a trip to Taiwan until sometime in the
fall, when he had a conversation with fellow Rep, Richard Hanna about possibly traveling to
Taiwan together.

4. The witness stated that he had heard from former Senator Al D’ Amato’s office, which the witness
understood to be the lobbying firin Park Strategies, LLC, about possibly doing a trip with Rep.
Hanna and also with Rep. Tom Reed.

5. Thewitness explained that the trip that he learned about from Senator D’ Amato’s office was
related to the Marcy Project near his congressional district, which at the time was attempting to
recruit the Taiwan Semiconductor Manufacturing Corporation (“TSMC”) to open a facility there.

6. The witness was not aware of conversations between his congressional staff and officials from
Park Strategies regarding a potential Taiwan trip in August or September.

7. After reviewing an entry from his calendar, the witness said that he believes he had a telephone
conversation with Senator D' Amato on QOctober 6, 2011, in which Senator D’ Amato asked him if
he had any interest in going to Taiwan to meet with TSMC. The witness believes that Senator
D’ Amato’s firm represented Madison County in New York, which would have benefitted from a
TSMC facility located in the area. The witness’ interest in the TSMC issue was that it could mean
a lot of jobs for his constituents.

MOI - Page 1 of 4 OFFICE OF CONGRESSIONAL ETHICS
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CONFIDENTIAL

Subject to the Nondisclosure Provisions of H. Res. 895 as Amended

8. The witness was shown a November 1, 2011 email from a member of his congressional staff to
Sean King, a lobbyist with Park Strategies, in which the staff member inquires about potential
dates for the witness to travel to Taiwan, The witness said that the date of the email was
consistent with his recollection of when the idea of a trip came up again.

9. Atthe time of this email, the witness understood that this was an invitation from the government
of Taiwan. He did not inquire about who was paying for the trip.

10. The witness said that, at the time of this email, he was not familiar with the Mutual Educational
and Cultural Exchange Act (“MECEA™).

11. The witness said he did not have a sense of Park Strategies’ role with respect to the proposed
Taiwan trip, nor did he focus on what Park Strategies may or may not have been doing. He said
that his focus was on the reasons for making the trip and what he would do during the trip. He
thought that it was the government of Taiwan “driving the train.”

12. The witness noted that he had returned from a trip to Israel in August, and the proposed Taiwan
trip was developing in a similar way.

13. The witness was shown a November 3, 2011 email from his senior legislative assistant fo him and
to his chief of staff, in which the senior legislative assistant wrote: “D’amato’s [sic] guys report
that anytime Bilt Owens is ready for Taiwan, Taiwan is ready for Bill Owens....” The witness
understood that the reference to “D’amato’s [sic] guys™ was to Park Strategies.

14. The witness always intended that his wife would join him on the Taiwan trip, but he was not sure
how well he communicated this to his staff.

15. The witness was shown a November 10, 2011 email from his senior legislative assistant entitled
“Ethics Followup,” reporting on a conversation with the Ethics Committee regarding payment of
the witness’ wife’s travel expenses. The witness stated that anything they were doing with respect
to the trip they were trying to run by the Ethics Commiitee.

16. The witness believes that the conversation with the Ethics Committee was prompted by his
suggestion that a friend and client pay for his wife’s travel expenses. He asked his staff to consult
with the Ethics Committee to see if that was possible. There was alsc a question whether his wife
could participate in various meetings or events during the trip, if the trip was sponsored by the
Taiwan government,

17. The witness does not know what the Ethics Committee advised, but he stated that after this
conversation, they decided that is was not a good idea for the friend to pay for his wife’s travel,
and they did not go forward with this idea,

18. The witness recalled that at some point, the Chinese Culture University “came into the picture,”
but he could not recall when between the November 10th conversation with the Ethics Committee
and the date of the trip that this happened. The witness does not know how the Chinese Culture
University came into the picture.

19. The witness does not believe he had any contact with the Chinese Culture University prior to the
trip.
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20. The witness was shown a November 22, 2011 email from his senior legislative assistant, reporting
that the staff member had “[jJust sat down with the folks from the Bmbassy to do a rough outline
of the trip.” The witness recalled reading this email, but said that he probably would not have paid
a great deal of attention to it, except to see whether a meeting with TSMC was on the schedule.

21. The witness understood the role of the Embassy was “clearly working to establish the agenda” for
his trip. He does not believe that at this point he had an idea of the payment arrangements for the
trip. He said that his guess was that he assumed the government of Taiwan was paying.

22. The witness did not recall being involved in any conversations about finding a private sponsor for
the trip, nor did he do anything to find such a private sponsor.

23. The witness said that when he received the invitation letter from the Chinese Culture University,
his realized that the payment arrangements for the trip had changed.

24. The witness stated that he would have learned of the invitation from the University shortly after
the invitation letter was received by his office. He believes he learned of the invitation from his
senior legislative assistant.

25. The witness recalled briefly meeting Park Strategies lobbyist Sean King at his congressional office
in Washington on or about December 5, 2011, Mr. King was sitting with his senior legislative
assistant when he came out of his office and had a brief conversation. The witness recalled no
specific conversations about his Taiwan trip with Mr. King.

26, The witness recalled a telephone conversation with Senator D’ Amato on or about December 7,
2011, in which the Senator said that he hoped the witness would have a good trip to Taiwan.

27. After reviewing an email exchange with his senior legislative assistant two days after the
December 7, 2011 cali with Senator D’ Amato, the witness recalled that he spoke with the Senator
about meeting with the opposition political party during his trip to Taiwan, The witness said he
thought such a meeting was a good idea.

28, The witness said he did not focus on who prepared his trip itinerary. Rather, he was focused on
the substance of what they were doing.

29, The witness said that during the trip, he participated in a dinner which four University officials
attended: the University president, chairman of the board, and two deans, One of the deans also
attended a dinner hosted by the Taiwan Foreign Minister the next evening. At this dinner, the
witness thanked the University for the trip. The witness also discussed with University officials
the possibility of the school becoming a source for exchange students with U.S. schools.

30. The witness was shown a memorandum regarding the details of his trip, and the witness recalled
receiving it before his trip. He said he did not focus on the instruction in the memo to keep his
boarding passes and return them to Taiwan officials for accounting purposes. The witness said he
did not keep his boarding passes or turn them in to Taiwan officials.

31. The witness stated that a representative from the Taiwan Ministry of Foreign Affairs met him at
the airport and escorted him throughout the trip. The witness said that the representative
mentioned on several occasions that Taiwan was thankful to the Chinese Culture University for
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hosting the trip. The representative also prompted the witness to thank the Chinese Culture
University at the Foreign Ministry dinner.

32, The witness recalled a post-trip meeting with TECRO officials, which he believed was to ensure
he had a good trip. He does not recall the names of the officials with whom he met.

33, The witness recalled a post-trip telephone conversation with Senator D’ Amato, but could not
recall a specific date for the call. He said that Senator D' Amato told him that he hoped TSMC
decided to open a facility in Oneida County.

34, The witness said that the first time he learned that the Taiwan government paid for some or all of
the cost of his trip and was later reimbursed by the Chinese Culture University was when officials
from the Taipei Economic and Cultural Representative Office in the United States (“TECRO")
came to his office after the trip and told this to members of his staff.

35, The witness recalled that the TECRO officials requested the meeting with hig staff, but did not
know why they sought the meeting, The meeting was requested after press reports about the trip
were published.

36. The wiiness told the OCE that he received a call from a reporter approximately 24 hours prior to
the Pro Publica report on his trip was published. He said he was “stunned” when he received the
call, as he had no sense that they had done anything wrong with respect to the trip.

37, Within several hours of receiving the call, the witness decided to reimburse the sponsor for the
cost of the trip. In his view, if there was any chance that they had done something wrong, he
“needed to clean it up immediately.”

38. On May 21, 2012, the witness mailed a personal check, made payable to the Chinese Culture
University, in the amount of $22,132.20, to the president of the Chinese Culture University. The
witness believes that his staff contacted TECRO to obtain the amount to be reimbursed and the
contact information for the entity to reimburse.

39, The first check sent by the witness was returned to him, as the bank would not cash the check
because of an over-written number on the check. The witness sent a second check, in the same
amount and to the same payee. That check has been cashed.

40. The witness said that his senior legislative agsistant was responsible for completing and filing
travel disclosure forms with the Committee on Ethics. The witness stated that the completed
forms would have been sent to him and reviewed by him before being signed and filed.

41. The witness told the OCE that after questions about the trip were raised, he asked the Committee
on Ethics to conduct a training session for his congressional staff. The witness stated that if he
had known at any point that there was anything improper about the trip, he would not have gone.

This memorandum was prepared on August 22, 2012 afler the interview was conducted on August 17,
2012. I certify that this memorandum contains all pertinent matter discussed with the witness on August
17,2012,

Scott Gast
Investigative Counsel
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OFFICE OF CONGRESSIONAL ETHICS
UNITED STATES HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

MEMORANDUM OF INTERVIEW

INRE: Senior Legislative Assistant to Rep. Bill Owens
REVIEW #(s): 12-8236

DATE: August 9, 2012

LOCATION: Perkins Cote

TIME: 2:00 PM to 4:00 PM (approximate)

PARTICIPANTS:  Brian Svoboda, Counsel to the Witness

Jon Berkon, Counsel to the Witness
Scott Gast
Kedric L. Payne

SUMMARY: The witness is a senior legislative assistant in the office of Representative Bill Owens.
The OCE requested an interview with the witness and he consented to an interview. The witness made
the following statements in response o our questioning:

1.

MOI-~

The witness was given an 18 U.S.C. § 1001 warning and consented to an interview, The witness
declined to sign a written acknowledgement of the warning,

. The witness is currently a senior legislative assistant for Rep. Bill Owens and has held this

position since approximately December 2009, He joined Rep. Owens’ office in November 2009
as communications director before changing his position to senior legislative assistant. Priorto
joining the office, he worked on Rep. Owens’ campaign. He also served as a legislative
assistant/deputy communications director for former Rep. Lincoln Davis and has worked with
the Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee.

As senior legislative assistant, the witness is primarily responsible for legislative work associated
with Rep. Owens’ position on the House Armed Services Committee. He also works on
transportation, environment, and energy issues. He reports to the Legislative Director, and
through her, to Rep. Owens’ chief of staff. In his current position, the witness has frequent, often
daily, interaction with Rep. Owens.

The witness has worked with Park Strategies, LLC, who he knows is a New York-based
lobbying firm, in the past, with Park Strategies employees Sean King, John Zagame, Chris
I’ Amato, and Kraig Siracuse.

The witness has worked directly with the Taiwan Educational and Cultural Representative Office
(*TECRO”), including TECRO officials Frank Lee, Li-Cheh Cheng, Benson Huang, and a few
others whose names he could not recall.

The witness stated that he has never worked with the Chinese Culture University, nor has he had
contact with anyone employed by or representing the University. He added that he may have
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sent a thank you note to the University after Rep. Owens’ trip to Taiwan, but he would have
gotten the addressee’s name and contact information from TECRO.

7. The witness stated that he had a “fair bit” of interaction with Rep. Owens when planning Rep.
Owens’ trip to Taiwan. He also had “some” interaction with Rep. Owens’ chief of staff and a
small amount of interaction with Rep. Owens’ scheduler during the planning process.

8. The witness said that the idea for the Taiwan trip came from Park Strategies’ lobbyist Sean King,
likely at some point in August 2011. The witness could not recall how Mr. King relayed the idea
to him {i.e., via telephone, email, personal meeting).

9. According to the witness, during his initial discussions with Mr. King about a potential trip, the
identity of a trip sponsor was not really discussed, but the witness assumed it would be TECRO
or the Taiwan government, as he knew TECRO was Park Strategies’ client.

10. According to the witness, after his conversations with Mr. King, he discussed a possible trip with
Rep. Owens’ chief of staff and with Rep. Owens himself in August 2011, While there was
general interest in taking such a trip, there were no specific plans for a trip at that time,

11. The witness recalled that he began to focus on a Taiwan trip more concretely in mid- to late-
September. He said that there was a possibility of traveling with Rep. Richard Hanna, and the
witness had several conversations with his office about a potential trip. Possible dates for a trip
were discussed within Rep. Owens’ office,

12. At some point, possibly in mid-October 2011, the witness was told by Mr. King that officials
from TECRO would be reaching out to him about the proposed Taiwan trip. The witness then
received a call from either Frank Lee or Li-Cheh Cheng from TECRO, to discuss the tiip. The
witness recalled that at some point, TECRO officials came to Rep. Owens’ office to discuss a
trip agenda.

13. The witness was shown an email from him to Sean King, dated October 31, 2011, in which the
witness asks Mr. King if the trip “would be covered under the Mutual Education and Cultural
Exchange Act” The witness said that this email wag likely prompted by a conversation he had
with the House Ethics Committee regarding compliance with the travel rules.

14. Given Mr. King’s positive response to his question, it was the witness” understanding that the
trip would be conducted under the Mutual Education and Cultural Exchange Act (“MECEA™).

15. The witness said that it was not his understanding that Park Strategies was putting together the
agenda for the trip, but that Mr. King had “done this type of trip before.”

16. The witness was shown an email from him to Rep. Owens and the chief of staff, dated November
3, 2011, in which he tells them that “D’amato’s [sic] guys report that anytime Bill Owens is
ready for Taiwan, Taiwan is ready for Bill Owens...” The witness recalled that the chief of staff
asked him to call Mr. King regarding potential dates for a Taiwan trip, and that Mr. King told
him that whatever the Congressman wanted 1o do would be fine.

17. The witness was shown an email from him to Rep. Owens and his chief of staff, dated November
10, 2011, and entitled “Ethics Followup.” The witness believes that the chief of staff may have
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asked him to call the Ethics Committee to ask whether a friend of Rep. Owens could pay for
Rep. Owens’ spouse fo join him on the Taiwan trip.

18, The witness believes that Rep. Owens came up with the idea of having his friend pay for his
wife’s expenses. The withess did not recall whether he was aware of restrictions on spouse
travel under MECEA at the time of this email.

19. The witness was not sure if this was the first time that the question whether Mrs. Owens could
participate in the irip had come up. He does not believe it was Rep. Owens’ intent from the
outset o have his wife join him, but he does not recall when the issue first arose.

20. The witness recalled that the Ethics Committee referred him to the State Department on the
question whether Rep. Owens’ wife could participate in travel by Rep. Owens under MECEA.
The witness did not recall with whom he spoke at the State Department, but said that the
Department informed him that it was up to the host nation paying for the travel. The witness
said he asked Mr, King if he knew whether Taiwan, as the host country, had any policy regarding
spouse participation in a MECEA trip.

21, The witness said that at some point there were discussions of whether or rot the trip could be
conducted under MECEA, and it was at this point that the idea of an outside sponsor came up.
He could not recall when the idea of an outside sponsor first came up. The witness did not recall
how the idea of an outside sponsor came up or who raised the issue. He said he had
conversations with Mr, King and with TECRO about an outside sponsor.

22. The witness was shown an email exchange between him to Sean King, dated November 15,
2011, in which they discuss the witness speaking to Frank Lee, 8 TECRO official. According to
the witness, at this time, he was frequently speaking with TECRO officials about the trip
planning, as the trip was beginning to “firm up.”

23, The witness was shown an email he wrote to Mr, King, dated November 21, 2011, in which the
witness tells Mr. King that it “looks like we have our dates. The boss and his wife are looking to
travel to Taiwan beginning on December 27" I'll reach out to Mr. Frank Lee about the details
but wanted to let you know.” The witness said that TECRO official Li-Cheh Cheng was his
primary contact for trip planning, but that he also worked with Frank Lee, Ms. Cheng’s boss.

24. The witness stated that Park Strategies bad directed him to TECRO for planning Rep. Owens’
Taiwan trip, but did not do so in an “exclusionary” way (i.e., talk to them, not us, about the trip).

25. According to the witness, he kept Mr. King updated throughout the trip planning process. The
witness stated that at no point did Mr. King or anyone at Park Strategies tell him that they could
not be involved with planning the trip.

26. The witness was shown an email he wrote to Rep. Owens and the chief of staff, copied to the
scheduler, dated November 22, 2011, in which he informs Rep. Owens that he “[jlust sat down
with the folks from the Embassy to do a rough outline of the trip...”
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27. The witness said that he met with TECRO officials on November 22, 2011, to discuss potential
flights and a trip itinerary. The witness does not believe that, at the time of this meeting, he knew
who the private sponsor of the trip was.

28. The witness was shown an email from TECRO official Li-Cheh Cheng to him, dated November
22, 2011, in which Ms. Cheng references their meeting earlier that day and states: “I need your
kind help here in order to find a private sponsor in the coming days!”

29, The witness said that he understood Ms. Cheng to be asking for information regarding the
travelers, including their full names and cities of departure. He said that he did not take her
statement as & request for help in identifying a private sponsor for Rep. Owens’ trip.

30. According to the witness, he believes that he learned that the Chinese Culture University was
going to be the private sponsor of Rep. Owens’ trip from TECRO officials during & meeting with
those officials. The witness did not recall when he learned this, but after reviewing the letter of
invitation from the University, dated November 29, 2011, the witness said that he may have
found out sometime between November 22, 2011, the date of his meeting with Ms. Cheng, and
November 29, 2011, the date of the invitation letter.

3

—

. The witness told the OCE that he was under the impression that TECRO was “leading the
charge” in finding a private sponsor for the trip.

32. The witness did not recall any discussions about the Chinese Culture University prior to
receiving the invitation letter from the University.

33. When asked if he discussed potential private sponsors for Rep. Owens’ trip with anyone at Park
Strategies, the witness said that he had a discussion with Sean King as some point during the
“transition” from a “MECEA trip” to a “private sponsor trip.” The witness said he was confident
that Mr, King was aware of this “transition.” The witness said that he was under the impression
that “this had been done before” -- that is, that a private sponsor had previously “stepped in”
when the MECEA mechanism for a congressional trip didn’t work.

34. The witness said that the itinerary for Rep. Owens’ trip was prepared by officials at TECRO,
with input from Rep. Owens’ office, He received the itinerary from Li-Cheh Cheng,.

35, The witness recalled meeting with Mr. King at Rep. Owens’ Washington, DC office at some
point and that Mr. King suggested meetings for Rep. Owens’ itinerary. When told that the Park
Strategies Foreign Agents Registration Act (“FARA™) report indicated an in-person meeting
between the witness and Mr. King on December 5, 2011, the witness said that may have been the
date of the meeting he recalled having with Mr, King.

36. The witness was shown a December 5, 2011 email from Ken Chong, an employee of China
Airlines, to him, copied to Li-Cheh Cheng, in which Mr. Chong informs the witness of the cost
of the airline tickets, to be included in the Ethics Committee travel forms: “The price that we
will send invoice to TECRO is approximately USD3$8655 + tax $357.30 = USD$9011.80....”
The witness did not recall focusing on the reference to TECRO in Mr. Chong’s email.
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37. The witness stated that he does not know what Rep. Owens discussed with Former Senator and
Park Strategies executive Al D Amato during a telephone call on December 7, 2011 (disclosed
on the Park Strategies’ FARA report), as he did not participate in or staff this call.

38, The witness was shown an email exchange between Rep. Owens and him, dated December 9,
2011, in which the witness asks Rep. Owens if he is “ok sitting down with the opposition party in
Taiwan while you’re there....” Rep. Owens replies: “Damto [sic] asked me too [sic].” The
witness said that this email did not refresh his recollection about the subject of the call between
Rep. Owens and Senator D’ Amato, but that he assumed, after reading this email, that this
meeting was the subject of the telephone call.

39, The witness was asked about an email from him to Rep. Owens, copied to the chief of staff, also
dated December 9, 2011, in which he tells Rep. Owens that “I'm supposed to talk to sean king
[sic] Monday and we might be able to find a way to get invited, but damato’s [sic] guys
obviously can’t ask.... Our hosts are going to find out either way.”

40, The witness recalled that Mr. King had suggested a meeting with the Taiwanese opposition
feader. He also recalled muitiple calls with Mr. King to “check in” on the trip planning, but
could not specifically recall the conversation with Mr. King referenced in the email.

41, The witness said that his reference to “our hosts” was a reference to TECRO. He added that by
December 8, 2011, he would have understoed that the Chinese Culture University would be the
entity paying for the trip.

42, The witness was shown an email from him to Scott Matthews, a district office staff member for
Rep. Owens, dated December 23, 2011, in which he asks Mr. Matthews to print out an attached
document for Rep. Owens. The witness stated that the aftached document was provided to him
by TECRO official Li-Cheh Cheng.

43. 'The witness was asked about the statement in the attached document to “[pJlease remember 1o
keep your boarding passes for all domestic and international flights and return them to
TECRQ” (emphasis in original). According to the witness, he read the entire document but did
not focus on this particular statement.

44, The witness was asked about an email from Sean King to him, dated December 28, 2011, sent
with high priority, in which Mr. King asks if he would chat with the witness about “one aspect of
the trip.” The witness recalled that Mr. King had called to give him a heads up that a meeting
between Rep. Owens and representatives of the Taiwan Semiconductor Manufacturing
Corporation (“TSMC”) had been reported in the press.

45, The witness stated that he was responsible for preparing the Ethics Committee travel disclosure
forms for Rep. Owens to sign.

46. The witness stated that the completed Private Sponsor Travel Certification Form was provided to
him by Ms. Cheng. He did not know who prepared the form, nor did he have any contact with
the individual signing the form or anyone else at the Chinese Culture University.
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47. The witness received a draft itinerary from TECRO official Li-Cheh Cheng, which he
reformatted and added an entry for the “Meeting with Hsiao Bi-khim of the Democratic People’s
Party” — the meeting requested by former Senator D’ Amato — before including the itinerary in
the Ethics Committee submission.

48, After the witness prepared the travel forms, he gave them to the chief of staff. Sometime later,
he received the signed travel forms back from the chief of staff.

49, The witness said that he met with TECRO officials Frank Lee and Li-Cheh Cheng approximately
two months ago, shortly after news reports about Rep. Owens’ trip were published, at the request
of TECRO.

50. During this meeting, the TECRO officials told the witness that TECRO had paid for some of the
trip expenses up front and was being reimbursed by the Chinese Culture University. It was not
clear to the witness when the reimbursement was made. The TECRO officials apologized for the
negative publicity arising from the trip.

51. The witness told the OCE that Rep. Owens sent two checks fo the Chinese Culture University to
reimburse the costs of the trip. There was some “numbser problem” with the first check, but the
witness said he could not recall the specific error. Rep. Owens then wrote a second check, in the
same amount, to the same payee.

This memorandum was prepared on August 13, 2012 after the interview was conducted on August 9,
2012, 1 certify that this memorandum contains all pertinent matter discussed with the witness on August
9, 2012,

Scott Gast
Investigative Counsel
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Received by NSD/FARA Reglstratxon Unit 03/01/2012 1:05: Sl PVI
B NO. 1124-0002; Expires February 28, 2

U.S. Bepartment of Justice Supplemcntal Statement
Washington, DC 20530 : : Pursuant to the Foreign Agents Regxstratlon Act of
. 1938, as amended
A
For Six Month Penod Euding 1/31/2012 :

{Insent duie)

1.- REGISTRANT

1. {a)Name of Registrant (b) Registration No.
Park Strategies, LLC ' 5508

(c) Business Address(es) of Regxstrant
107 Park Avenue
Suite 2506
New York, NY 10178

2. Has there been 2 change in the information previously furnished in connection with the following?
{a) I anindividuak

(1) Residence address(es) Yes1 0 No[d
(2) Citizenship C YesTl No [1
{3} Occupation Yes [ No [

(b) If an organization: '
{1} Name Yes [ . Neld
{2) Ownership or control Yes % No
" {3) Branch offices Yes{} No[®

(¢) Explain ﬁxily all changes, if any, indicated in Jtems (a) and (ﬁ) above.

IF THE REGISTRANT IS AN INDIVIDUAL, OMIT RESPONSE TO ITEMS 3, 4, AND 5(a).
3. Ifyou have previously filed Exhibit C', state whether any changes therein have occurred during this 6 month reporting period.
Yes [ . No ] . ) '
If'yes, have you filed an amendment to the Exhibit C? Yes 3 Ne O
if no, pleost; attach the required amendment,

T The ExmBn T, Tox Wich 110 priBled form 18 provided, Cousists ol @ ué copy of the CRANET, ATHCICS OF FICorPOTATIOR, ANOCTANON, B By JW O & FCpisTant Tha 18 i
ion. {A waiver of the seqoi to file an Bxhibit £ may be obtained for g0od cause upon wiitien epplication to the Assistant Attornay Denersl, Natlonal Security
Division, U.§. Depatment of Justice, Washington, DC 20530)

F'ormeriy "CRM- 154 FORM NSD-2

Revised 03/11
Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit  03/01/2012 1:05:51 PM :
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Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 03/01/2012 1:05:51 PM

. (PAGE 2)
4. (a) Have any persons ceased acting as partners, officers, directors or similar officials of the registrant during this 6 month reporting period?
Yes [ No B
If yes, furnish the following information: . : i
Narme Pasition | : Date Connection Ended

{b) Have any persons become partners, officers, dn-eclors or sinilar officials duting this 6 month reporting period?

Yes B Ne [
1f yes, furnish the following information: . .
Name - Residence Address Citizenship Position Date Assumed
Joseph Ross| USA Vice President Janiaiy 1,2012

. North Syracuse, NY 13212

5. (2) Has any person nared in item 4(b) rendered services direstly in furtherance of the interests of any foreign principal?
Yes O No K}
Ifyes, idennfy each such person and deseribe the sesvice rendcred

{b) During this six month reporting period, has'the registrant hired as employees or in any other capacity, asy persens who rendered
or will render services to the registramt directly in furtherance of the interests of any foreign principal(s) in other than a clerical or
seeretarial, of in a related or similar capacity?  Yes No X .

Name Residence Address . Cltizenship Pasition - Date Assumed

{c) Have any ernployees or mdwxdnals, who have filed a short form registration statemem terminated their employment or

connection with the registrant during this 6 month reporting period?  Yos B - No

If yes, furnish the following information:

Name . ’ Position or Connection Date Terminated
LaShaun Lesley Consuitant - August 26, 2011

() Have any employees or individuals, who have filed a short form registration statement, terminated their connection with any forelgn

principal during this 6 month reporting period?  Yes K] Ne O

1f yes, fumnish the following information:

Name ) Position or Connection” Foreign Principat Dete Terminated
taShaun tesley Consultant 1. TECRO; 2. Republic of Somalia 8/30/11

" Transitional Federal Government
Sornall Diplomatic Mission

6. Have short form registration sinfements been filed by all of the persons named in liems 5(a) and 5(b) of the supplemental statement?

Yes OO Ne [0
1f no, list names of persons who have not filed the required statement.
N/A

~

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit. 03/01/2012 1:05:51 PM

12-8236_0033



78

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit  03/01/2012 1:05:51 PM

_ (PAGE 3)
R - II- FOREIGN PRINCIPAL
7. Has your connection with any foreign pnncipal ended during this 6 month reporting period?  Yes No OJ

1fyes, fumish the fol lowmg information: :
Foreign Principal Date of Termination
Repubiic of Somalla Transitional Federal Govemment Somalt D(piomatsc January 1, 2002 ) A
Mission . ' '

8. Have you acquired any new foreign principal(s)® during this 6 month reporting period? Yes [3 No K

If yes, furnich th following information:

Name and Address of Foreign Principal(s) Date Acquired

9 In addmon o those named in Items 7 and 8, if’ any, list foreign prmmpal(s)2 whom you continued to represerit during the 6 month
reporting period.

Taipei Economic and Cultural Representative Office in the United Sta'es

10. (8) Have you filed exhibits for the newly acquired foreign principal(s), if any, Hsted in ltem 87
Bxhibit A? Yes [ No O
Exhibit B¥ Yes [ No [
1f o, please attach the required exhibit, 7
{b) Have there been any changes in the Exhibits A and B previously filed for any foreign principal whom you

represented during this six month period? Yes 4 No [1
If yes, bave you filed an amendment fo these exhibits? Yes X No [}

If no, please attach the required amendment.

2 The ievm "fcre‘gn principal™ includes, in addition te those defined in section 1(b) of the Act, an individual organization any of whose netivities are directly or indirectly
supervised, directed, commued financed, or subsidized in whole or ix major part by a foreign government, feceign political party, foreign organization or foveign individusl,

{See Rulg 100(u) (9)) A repistrant who roprosents morc thon one foreign mrincipal is required o 3ist in the statements e files uader the Act onfy those principals for wham he
is oot entitled fo claits exemption under Section 3 of the Act. (Sue Rude 208

3 Tho Exhibit A, which is {iled on Form NSD-3 {Rormerly CRM-[57} seis forth the i ion required to be disclosed eqch foreign principal.

4 P\e Exhibit 8, n:{hmh is fited om Form NSD-4 (Formerly CRM-155) sets fourth: the information coneming the agreement or understxndmg between the mgx‘s(mm and lhe
Foreign princi
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¥ = ACTIVITIES '

11, During this 6 month reporting period, have you engaged in any sctivities for or rendered any services to any foreign'principal
named in Hems 7, 8, or 9 of this statoment? Yes 8 No

If yes, identify each foreign principal and describe in fult detail your activities and services:

1. Talpel Economic and Cultural Representative Office in the United States
2. Republic of Somalia Transitional Federal Government Somal! Diplomatic Misslon

We engaged In the activities identified in our answer to Question 12.

12. Dutring this 6 month reporting period, have you on behalf of any fore)gn pnnclpal engaged in pnlmcal activity’ as dmnad below?
Yes [] WNo 1. .

If yes, identify each such foreigu principal and describe in full detail all such political activity, judicating, among other things,
the relat{ons, mtercsts and policics sought to be infiuenced and the means employed to achieve this purpose. If the registrant

’ P d or delivered hes, fectures or radio and TV broadcasts, give details as to dates, places of delivery,
namss of speakers and subject matter

Our activities on behalf of the Somalta TFG consisted of outreach to congressional staff regardlng Somalia famine relief
efforts; U.S. policies and diplomacy toward Somalia; and possible hearings on Somalia‘s humanitarian situation.

Please see the attachéd summary for the activities in which we engaged on TECRO's behalf labeled "Activity Summary for
TECRO_Park Feb 12.pdf” - . X

*Registrant's applicable contacts are described in the attached contact fogs, "Contacts_Park_Feb '12,pdf."

3. In addltlou fo the above described activities, if any, have you engagcd in activity on your owa behalf which benefits your
foreign principal(s)? Yes & - No [J -

1f'yes, describe fully.

©On September 22, 2011, In Hong Kong, Sean King discussed U.S, arms sales to Talwan on CNBC Asia. On January 16th,

2012, In Talpel, he again appeared on CNBC-Asla to discuss Talwan's January 14th, 2012 elections. However, nelther of
" . these appearances was requested by, or under the direction of, the foreign principal, the Taipei Economic and Cultural

Representative Office in the United States.

5 "Phe term "palitical activity™ menns any activity that the persan engaging in balieves will, or that the person intends 10, in any way influence any agency or officiat of the
Govemment of the United States nrany section of the public within the United States with reference to formufating, adapting or changing (he domestic oy forelgn policies of the
United States or with refevente 1o pulmwl or public mtelens poﬂmcs, or refations of 3 government of a lorcign country ora foreign political pasty.
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v FINANCIAL INFORMATION

14.(a) RECEIPTS-MONIES
During this 6 month reporting period, have you rcccived from any forcngn principal named in Items 7, 8, or ¢ of this
staicment, or from any other source, for or in the interests of any such foreign principal, any contnbunons, income or
moncy sither as compensation of otherwise? ~ | - Yes No O .

If no, explain why,

If yes, set forth below in the required detail and separately for each foreign principal an account of such monies

Date. ’ From Whom Purpose Amount
8/23/11 TECRO Consulting fees & expenses $21,617.05
10/3/11 TECRO . Consulting fees & expenses $22,315.56
10728711 _ TECRO Consulting fees $20,000.00
11/29/11 TECRO Consulting fees & expenses $21,793.11
12112/ TECROQ Consuiting feés $20,000.00
V22411 TECRO Consulting fees : $20,000.00
$125,725.72
Total
(b) RECEIPTS - FUNDRAISING CAMPAIGN i
During this 6 month reporting period, have you recelved, as part of a fundraisi paign’, any money on behalf of aty
foreign principal named in lems 7, 8, or 9 of this statement? Yes [ . No B
If yes, have you filed an Exhibit D to your registration? Yes {1 No [}
If yes, indicate the date the Exhibit D was filed. Date
(¢} RECEIPTS-THINGS OF VALUE

During this 6 month reporting period, have you received any thing of value® other than money from any foreign principal
named in ltems 7, 8, or 9 of this statement, or from any other source, for or in the interests of any such forexgn principal?

Yes 1 . Nol
If yes, furnish the following information:

Foreign Principal - Date Received Thing of Value™ . Purpose

6,7 A rogistrant is required to file an Exhibis D if he wllects ar receives contrjbutions, toans, moncys, or sther things of value fora foreign principel, as part of a fundraising
campaigh. (See Rule 20i{e)).

§ ArExhibit D, for which ro printed form s provided, sets forch an secount of money collected or received as a cesnit of'a ﬂmdrassmg campaign and trensmitted for 2 foreigh
principal, .

9 Things of vakie inchudz but are not lintited to gifts, nterest free loans, expense free traved, favored stock purehases, exclusive rights, favored trentmens over r.ompemm.
“kickbcks,” and the Iikc.
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{PAGL 6)
15.(a) DISBURSEMENTS-MONIES .
During this 6 month reporting period, have you .
(1) disbursed or expended monies in ion with activity on behalf of any foreign principal named in Items 7, 8, or
9 of this statement? Yes No [
(2) transmitted monies to any such foréign principal? Yes {71 No

I ne, explain in full detail why there were no disbursements made on behalf of any foreign principal.

1§ yes, set forth below in the required detail and separately for each foreign principal an account of such monies, including
monies transmitted, if any, to each foreign principal. * b

Date To Whom Purpose Amount
Please see
attachment
" labeled "Exp.
_Park_Feb'12,
pdf.”

Total
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DISBURSEMENTS-THINGS OF VALUE
During this 6 month reporting period, have you disposed ofanythmg of value! other than money in furtherance of ar in
connection with activities on behalf of any foreign principal named in Items 7, 8 or 9 of this statement?

Yes [J No B

f yes, furnish the following information:

()

=z

Date Recipient Foreign Principal Thing of Value Purpose’

DISBURSEMENTS -POLITICAL CONTRIBUTIONS

During this 6 montls reporting period, have you from your ows funds and on your own behalf cither dirvetly or through any
othier person, made any contributions of money or other things of valus'® in connection with an election to any political
office, or in connection with any primary elecsmn, convennon, or cauous held 1o select candidates for political office?

{

-~

Yes K] No O
¥ yes, furnish the following mfa-manon
Date Amoum or Thmg of Value Political Organization or Candidate Location of Event
Please see
attachment
labeled

"Contributions_P
ark_Feb'12.pdf

10, 1 Things of valve include but we aot limited to gifts, interest free Jowns, expense freg travel, favored stock purchases, exclusive rights, favored treaument over competitors,
“kickbacks™ and the like.
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V- INFORMATIONAL MATERIALS

16.(a) During this 6 month reporting perfod, did you prepare, disseminate or cause to be disseminated any informational materials?'

Yes B - No [

If Yes, go to Item 17, . .

(b} ¥f you answered No to Item 16(a), do you disseminate any material in connection with your registration?
Yes 17 No O

If Yes, plesse forward the materiéls disseminated during the stx month perfod to the Registration Unit for review.

T7. Taentity cach such foreign prnoipal
Taipei Economic and Cultural Representative Offlce in the United States

18. During this 6 month reporting period, has any foreign principal established a budget or al d 8 5p d sum of money o
finance your activities in preparing or disseminating informational materials? Yes O No &
If yes, identify each such foreign principal, specify amount, and indicate for what period of time.

19. During this 6 month reporting periad, did your activitics In preparing, disseminaling or causing the dissemination of informational
materials include the use of any of the following: .

T Radio or TV broadcast [ Magazine or pap 3 Motion pisture films . & Letter; or telegrams

£ Advertising campaigns [ Press releases E1 Pamphlets ot other publications [ Lectures or specches

{1 Other (specify) : -

Eleetronic Communications

&I Email

3 Website URL(s):

3 Social media websites URL(s): .

D Other (specihy - - . ;

20. During this 6 month reporting period, did you di i or cause to be di inated infc {onal materials among any of

the following groups:

X Public officials [ Newspapers ] Libraries i
X Legistators O Editors : [ Educational institutions
¥ Government agencies [ Civic groups or associations” .+ [J Mationality groups

{1 Other fspecifis)

21. What language was used in the informational marerials:
X English U Other fspecify
22. Did you file with the Registration Unit, U.8. Depariment of Justice a copy of each fien of such mformaiional materals
disseminated or caused 10 be disseminated during this 6 month reporting period? ~ Yes No
23. Did you label each itern of such informational materials with the statement required by Section 4(b) of the Act?

Yes [ No

12 The tean informational materials inchudes any oral, visual, gtaphic, written, of pictorisl information or matter of eny kind, including that published by means of adverlising,
banks, perindicals, newspapers, lectses, broadcasts, Motion piotures, ot usy means of instrumentality of intersiate ot foreign cammyroe or otherwiss, Informational materisls
disseminsted by an agent of u foreign principal a5 part of an activity in itself oxcmpt.from registration, or an sotivity which by ifself wauld not require registration, need not be -
fited pursiant 1o Scotion 4(b) of the Act.
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s VI - EXECUTION _ .
in accordance with 28 U.S.C. § 1746, the undersigned swear(s) or affirm(s) under penalty of perjury that he/she has {they have) read

. the information set forth in this registration stat t and the hed exhibits and that he/she is (théy arc) familiar with the contents
thereof and that such contents are in their entirety true and acourate to the best of his/her (their) knowledge and belief, except that the
dersigned make(s) no rep ion as 1o truth or acouracy of the information ined in the hed Short Form Registration

Statement(s), if any, insofar as such information is not within his/her (their)personal knowledge.

{Date of signature} : . (Print or type name under each signature or provide electronic signature')

March 01,2012 {5/ Chistopher P, D'Amato eSigned

13 This statement shall be signed by the individnal agent, (f the registrant is an individuul, or by a majority of those pantners, officers, direciors 6f pessons parforming similar
“functions, if the registrant is an organization, except that the argunization can, by power of atferney, authorize one or mose individusks to excoute this atwement os its behalf.
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" Park Strategles, LLC
. Activity Summary for Foreign Principals

Reglstration No, 5908
1. Taipel Econamic and Cultural Representative Office [TECRO)

Answeréng media questions on Talwan arms sales

Drafting and circulating statemeants into the Congressional Record
Contacting federa! officlals regarding:

General Talwan matters

U5, armns sales to Taiwan

September 20", 2011 Taiwan Agricuttural Trade Goodwil Mission
Republic of China “Double Ten” National Day Reception
Member/staff visits to Talwan ‘

Park Strategles courtesy calls on qonéressiona! staff

Meetings with Talwan Special Representative to the United States Ambassador Jason Yuan
Taiwan milltary exerc!;es '
Talwan private sector investment in New YorK State

Talwan elections
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-Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit  03/01/2012 1:05:51 PM

E, Suppleme; ili

Alfonse M. D' Amato’s contributions
August 1%, 2011-Janaury 31%, 2012 reporting period

Paul Tonko/Paul Tonke for Congress $1,000 8/9/11
Scott Brown/Scott Brown for U.S. Senate Committee $2,500 - 93/
John Barrasso/Frieads of John Barrasso® $1,000 9/19/11
Joe Barjon/Congressman Joe Barton Committes $1,000 10/5/11
Richard Lugar/Friends of Dick Lugar $1,000 1019711
Yobn Mica/Mica for Congress $1,000 - 11/8/11
Daniel Bongino/Bengino for Senate $500 11/9/11
Tom Reed/Tom Reed for Congress $1,000 12/12/11
John Ciotti/Citizens for Ciotii ' $1,000 9/14/11
Howard Kopel/Howard Kopel for Legistature $300 9/15/11
Chris Browne/Friends of Christian Browne $1,000 9720/11
Nassau County Republican Committee $1,000 10713711
Jerry Murphy/Committee to Elect Jerry Mutphy $10,000 1014711
Chris Browne/ Friends of Christian Browne $1,000 10/19711
The Victory Campaign Fund k $1,000 . 10/26/11
Daniel Bongino/Bonéir;o for Seﬁate $500 1Y9/11
George Maziarz/Maziarz State Sepats $1,000 11710711
ReNew New York PAC $10,000 11/15/11
Lee Zeldin/Zeldin for Sepate -~ $1,000 12/5/11
Nassau County Republican Committes $125 N2
ReNew Ametica PAC $5,000 113n2

John DeFrancisco/Citizens for DeFrancisco $1,000 1725/12

ReNew New York PAC contributions

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 03/01/2012 1:05:51 PM

12.8236_0048
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Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit. 03/01/2012 1:05:51 PM

Jack Martins/Friends of Jack Mantins $1,100 8111
Linda Rosexxtha!/Lmdé Rosenthal for Assembly $750 12712111
Mike Gianaris/Friends of Mike Gianeris $500 12112111
Kathleen Rice/Friends of Kathleen Rice $10,000 /12
Steve Bellone/Betlone 2011 $5,000 11112

ReNew America PAC contribugjoné
Robert Menendez/Menendez for Senate - $1,000 9/17/11

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 03/01/2012 1:05:51 BM

12-8236_0049
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Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit  03/01/2012 1:05:51 PM

FARA Supplemental Filing '
Armand B’ Amato's contributions

August 1%, 2011-Janaury 31%, 2012 reporting period

Federal PAC:

Renew Arnerica $5000 1221/12

STATE

Locust Valley Republican Commities

Ciott, John/Citizegs for Ciotti

Cento, Rick/Committee to Blect Rick c§gto-.
chubﬁcan Nationsl Commit@

Terry Murphy/Committee to Blect Jerry Murphy
Nassau County Republi.can Committes
Murphy, Jerry[Commitlfee to Elect Jerry Murphy
The Vicfoxy‘Campaig.n Fund

Leskq, Mark/Committee to Elect Mark Lesko

Zeidin, Lee/Zeldin for Senate

$125 8272011
$125  9/62011
$1,000 97132011
$1,000 10112011
$2,500 10/10/2011
$500 . 10/16/2011

$2,500 10/20/2011

$500 102672011

$500 11272011

$500  12/5/2011

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 03/01/20‘12 1:05:51 PM
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Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit  03/01/2012 1:05:51 PM

Nassau County Republican Committee $125 12112

Ted Cruz for Senate/Ted Cruz $ 1000 1215011

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit  03/01/2012 '1:05:51 PM

12-8236_0051
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Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit  03/01/2012 1:05:51 PM

FARA Supplemental Filing
Cfxristopher D’Amato’s contributions
August 1%, 2011-Janaury 31*, 2012 reporting period

Crowley for Congress/ Joseph Crowley $1000 9/26/11
Friends of Dick Lugar/ Richard Lugar $ 1000 10724411
Tom Reed for Congress/ Tom Reed $1000 12/20/11

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit  03/01/2012 1:05:51 PM
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Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit  03/01/2012 1:05:51 PM

FARA Supplemental Filing
Christopher D’ Amato’s contributions

August 1, 201 I-Janauryél“. 2012 reporting period

8/25/2011 $ 1,000.00 David Weprin for Congress David Weprin
8/25/2011 $ 50000  Semn Ryan for Assembly , Sean Ryan
9/15/2011 $ 50000  Good Neighbors for Democrats

973072011 $ ,1,000.0(') Committee to Elect Jerry Muxphy Jerry Murphy
107372011 $ 125.00 Committee to Elect Robert Anderson  Robert Anderson
1032011 $ 12500  Committesto Blsct Glenn Choolokian Glean Choolokian
1071212011 $ 1,000.00 . Erie County Republican (?ommittee

10/17/2011 - § 25000 Committee to Elect Joe Mascia Joseph Mascia
11/02/2011 . § 1,000.00 NYS Democratic Committee

11/02/2011 $371929  Brie County Republican Commitiee

12/18/2011 $ 100,00 Friends of Justice Sedita Frank A. Sedita Jr.
172372012 $ 1,000.00 Friends of Brian Kolb Brian Kolb

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit  03/01/2012 1:05:51 PM

12-8236_0053
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Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 03/01/2012'1:05:51 PM

FARA Supplementa] Filing
Sean King's contributions
August 1%, 201 1-Janaury 31%, 2012 reporting period -

Jetry Murphy/Committee to Elect Jerry Murphy  $125 10/11/11

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 03/01/2012 1:05:51 PM

12-8236_0054
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Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit  03/01/2012 1:05:51 PM

FARA Supgleqxental Filing
Melvin-Miller’s contributions

© August 1%, 201 1-Janaury 31*, 2012 reporting period

Rangel for Congress
Charles Rangel
$1000

8/3/11

David Weprin for Congress
David Weprin

$500

8/14/11

Kathy Hochul for Congress
Kathy Hochul

$500

9/26/11

11/4/11 ~ Friends of Mark Weprin/Matk Weprin 11/4/11 $250
11/19/11 - Stringer 2013/ Scott M. Stringer $1000
Democratic Congressional Campaign Committes

1121711
$300

Received By_NSD/FARA Registration Unit  03/01/2012 1:05:51 PM

12-8236_0055
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Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 03/01/2012 1:05:51 PM

FARA Supplemental Filing
David Poleto’s contributions

August 1%, 2011-Janaury 31%, 2012 reporting period

9723 Peter Molinato/Friends of Peter Molinaro ~ $500
10/5/2011 Town of Sullivan Republican Committee $250
10/17/2011 Jerry Murphy/Committee to Elect Jerry Murphy $500

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Uit 03/01/2012 1:05:51 PM

12-8236_0056



101

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit  03/01/2012 1:05:51 PM

B Supplemental Filin '

Dana Sanneman’s contributions

August 1%, 2011-Janaury 31, 2012 reporting period

Rockville Centre, New York Committeernen’s Club $80 1071811

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 03/01/2012 1:05:51 PM

12-8236_0057
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Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit  03/01/2012 1:05:51 PM

FARA Supplemental Fili
Gregory Serio’s contributions
August 1%, 201 1-Tanaury 31%, 2012 reporting period

Aug 3 Friends of Denise Sheehan
©§ 1500
Aug 20: Republican Assembly Campaign Cmie
- g 25000
Oct. 11: Cmite to Elect Tom Jasciewicz

$ 200,00

Oct 28: Committee to Elect Jerry Murph};
$75000 :

Nov 1: Priends of Justin Wilcox
$ 500.00 .

Dec 5: Friends for Election of Dean Skelos
$1,000.00 w

Dec 28: Friends of Sen, Jack Marting
$ 50000 ’

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 03/01/2012 1:05:51 PM

12-8236_0058
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Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit  03/01/2012  1:05.51 PM

-FARA Supplements! Filing
Kraig Siracuse’s contributions

August 1%, 2011-Janzury 31%, 2012 reporting period

August 4, 2011
The Congressman Bill Young Campaign Committee
$250.00 °

September 19, 2011
The Priends of Scott Brown
$1,000

September 20, 2011
Friends of Barrasso
$500

September 21,2011
Richard Hanna For Congress
$500

October 18, 2011
Common Values PAC
$100

October 20; 2011
Committes to Elcet Jerry Murphy
$500

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 03/01/2012 1:05:51 PM

12-8236_0059



104

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit  03/01/2012 1:05:51 PM

November 15, 2011
Buerkle for Congress
$500

November 16,2011
Tom Reed for Congress
$240

December 12, 2011
Kelly PAC
$1,000

December 12, 2011
Tom Reed for Congress
$1,000

*No other Park Strategies staff made political contributions for the reporting period, August 1st,
2011-Janaury 31st, 2012,

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 03/01/2012 1:05:51 PM

12-8236_0060
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CONFIDENTIAL

Subject to the Nondisclosure Provisions of H. Res. 895 as Amended

OFFICE OF CONGRESSIONAL ETHICS
UNITED STATES HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

MEMORANDUM OF INTERVIEW

INRE: Chief of Staff to Rep. Bill Owens
REVIEW #(s): 12-8236

DATE: August 9, 2012

LOCATION: Perkins Coie

TIME: 4:20 PM to 5:30 PM (approximate)

PARTICIPANTS:  Brian Svoboda, Counsel to the Witness
Jon Betkon, Counsel to the Witness
Kedric Payne
Scott Gast

SUMMARY: The witness is the Chief of Staff to Representative Bill Owens. The OCE requested an
interview with the witness and he consented to an interview, The witness made the following statements
in response to our questioning:

1. The witness was given an 18 U.S.C. § 1001 warning and consented to an interview, The witness
declined to sign a written acknowledgement of the warning.

2. The witness currently serves as the Chief of Staff to Rep. Bill Owens and has held this position
since December 2009, Prior to that, he was the campaign manager for Rep. Owens’ campaign
for Congress during a November 2009 special election. The witness has worked on several
political campaigns, but had not worked on Capitol Hill prior to his position with Rep. Owens.

3. As Chief of Staff, the witness ensures that Rep. Owens’ Washington, DC and district offices
operate properly. He reports directly to Rep. Owens and has a significant amount of interaction
with him.

4, The witness knows Park Strategies, LLC as a lobbying firm run by former New York Senator
Alfonse D’ Amato. He has attended meetings with Park Strategies and its clients. He has also
attended a fundraising event for Rep, Owens organized by Park Strategies.

5. The witness has interacted with officials from the Taipei Economic and Cultural Representative
Office in the United States (“TECRO”), meeting with TECRO official Li-Cheh Cheng and her
boss one time. They came to the office shortly after press reports about Rep. Owens’ trip were
published. The witness also briefly interacted with a person named “Ronnie” at TECRO.

6. The witness has never interacted with anyone from the Chinese Culture University.

7. According to the witness, Rep. Owens’ senior legislative assistant was the point persen for
planning Rep. Owens’ trip to Taiwan.

MOI-Page 1 of 3 OFFICE OF CONGRESSIONAL ETHICS
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CONFIDENTIAL

Subject to the Nondisclosure Provisions of H. Res. 895 as Amended

8. The witness said that he believes the idea for the trip first came during a meeting Rep. Owens
had with TECRO officials in July or August 2011. The witness was not a part of this meeting,
but would have heard of the invitation after the meeting from the staff member who attended.
He does not recall any post-meeting discussions about the trip.

9. The witness told the OCR that there is no formal process in the office for scheduling or planning
such trips. He was aware that there was an open invitation to visit Taiwan, but no action was
taken to plan such a trip until the fall.

10. When the idea of a Taiwan trip came back up in the fall, the witness recalled discussing various
“hypotheticals,” including who would travel, when they would travel, and similar questions. The
witness recalled that one of the initial time frames considered was during Thanksgiving recess.

1

.

. The witness was asked about contacts between him and Sean King of Park Strategies in August
2011, disclosed on Park Strategies Foreign Agents Registration Act (“"FARA™) report. He
recalled receiving emails from someone at Park Strategies about the Taiwan trip, but he would
not have responded. Rather, the senior legislative assistant would have handled them. The
witness also had a vague recollection of a voicemail message from someone at Park Strategies
but could not recall what the message was.

12. The witness said that, at some point, he was aware that Park Strategies represented TECRO, but
he could not recall when he knew this.

13. The witness said that, at some point, he became aware that another Member of Congress was
also considering a trip to Taiwan. He knew that this was a “TECRO trip,” but could not recall
how he knew this.

14. The witness said that, while he did not really consider it, he thinks it was a logical conclusion to
think that Rep, Owens’ trip was a “TECRO trip.” He added that, while they did not initially
focus on who was paying for the trip, given Rep. Owens’ meeting with TECRO officials during
the summer, “presumably” the invitation to visit Taiwan had come from TECRO.

15. The witness does not recall when Rep. Owens made the decision to travel to Taiwan, but he
believes it would have been in mid-October, around the time of an October 20, 2011 email from
Sean King of Park Strategies to the witness and the senior legislative assistant, in which Mr.
King discusses a possible trip by Rep. Owens.

16. The witness said he does not recall conversations about who was sponsoring the trip at this stage
of the planning process.

17. When asked if the trip was originally planned under the Mutual Educational and Cultural
Exchange Act (*MECEA”), the witness said it was certainly possible that there were internal
discussions about the proper mechanism to do the trip. He did not remember specifically
whether, at the time, the trip was going to be conducted under MECEA.

18, The witness did not recall when he learned that Rep. Owens wished to bring his wife with him to
Taiwan, but he said that it would have been logical to discuss this as part of the “hypotheticals”
that were internally discussed when considering the trip.

MOI-Page2 of 3 OFFICE OF CONGRESSIONAL ETHICS
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CONFIDENTIAL

Subject to the Nondisclosure Provisions of H. Res. 895 as Amended

19. The witness was shown a November 3, 2011 email from the senior legislative assistant to Rep.
Owens and the witness, reporting that “I’ Amato’s guys report that anytime Bill Owens is ready
for Tatwan, Taiwan is ready for Bill Owens....” The witness said that he does not recall what he
thought at the time he received the email, but he would have taken the reference to “D’ Amato’s
guys” as referring to Park Strategies.

20. The witness was shown a November 10, 2011 email from the senior legislative assistant to Rep.
Owens and the witness, reporting on a conversation with the Committee on Ethics about the
Taiwan trip. The witness said that he remembers Rep. Owens asking whether his wife could
attend, based on the fact that she had been allowed to attend his previous trip to Israel. He said it
was possible that the conversation with the Ethics Commiitee related to the question of whether
his wife could travel with him to Taiwan.

2

—

. The witpess said that he first heard of the Chinese Culture University right before the trip when
the travel disclosure forms were prepared for filing with the Committee on Bthics.

22. The witness could not recall when he learned that the Chinese Culture University would be
serving as the private sponsor of Rep. Owens trip — as the witness put it, “when the switch had
been flipped, so to speak.”

23, The witness said he would have seen the invitation letter from the University, dated November
29, 2011, shortly after the office had received it.

24. The witness reiterated that he had no contact with the University either before or afier receiving
the invitation letter, nor does he recall any discussions about the University around the time of
receiving the invitation letter.

25. The witness said the Rep. Owens’ senior legislative assistant would have been the staff member
responsible for preparing the travel disclosure forms. He said that Rep. Owens would have
reviewed the forms before they were filed.

This memorandum was prepared on August 22, 2012 after the interview was conducted on August 9,
2012, I certify that this memorandum contains all pertinent matter discussed with the witness on
August 9, 2012,

Scott Gast
Investigative Counsel

MOI -Page3 of 3 OFFICE OF CONGRESSIONAL ETHICS
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Boughtin, Jon

]

From: Boughtin, Jon

SBent: Tuesday, November 01, 2011 2:26 PM
To: ‘Sean King'

Subject: RE; Taiwan-F16 Lelter

Funny you should ask! Literally Just got word from the boss that he's interested In golng either an 4 -7 or fan 11134, 1
believe his preference is for the former, but | have relayed the election angle and really either would work. Likewise, e -
would welcome Mr. Hanna coming along, for sure,

Two things | wanted to ask. First, is staff welcome on the trip, and if 50 how many? Second, can you send me a {rough, |
know) agenda for what would take place on his trip over there? Just something I can share with the boss to fet him
know what It is he would be doing with his time over thare. Really I'd like 10 be able to show him likely flight options,
give him a sense of how long he'd be there and what meetings might take place,

Thanks Sean! Talk soon, -Jon

From: Sean King [HIINNG o1 kstrategles.com]
Sent: Tuesday, November 01, 2011 1:36 PM

‘To: Boughtin, Jon

Ce: JOHN ZAGAME

Jubject: RE: Taiwan-F16 Letter

This material is distributed by Park Strategies, LLC on behalf of the Taipei Economic and Cultural Representative Office in
the United States. Additional information is available at the Department of Justice, Washington, D.C.

Jon, are you looking at any particular time when Rep. Owens might visit Tajwan? | know Rep. Hanna's fairly open to a
trip 8s well. Asa reminder, the election’s January 14" and would be a great time to he there. Thanks, Jon.

From: Boughtin, Jon [maltto A @mal.house.gov]

Sent: Monday, October 31, 2011 9148 AM

To: Sean King

Subject: RE: Taiwan-F16 Letter

Sure makes ife easier] Thanks Sean

From: Sean King [N ©parkstrategies.com]
Sent: Monday, October 31, 2011 9:45 AM

Fa: Boughtin, Jon

Subject: RE; Talwan-F16 Letter

This matetial is distributed by Park Strategies, LLC on behalf of the Taipel Economic and Cultural Representative Office in
the United States. Additional information is available at the Department of Justice, Wash(ngton, D.C.

))(ES, it would be, Thanks, lon.

sean King | Paik Strafegles | wvew.parkstrategics com
101 Park Avenue [ New Yok, NY 10178 | UBA

B 41 (212) oo B+ 212) 0855543 (X mmEBparkstrategles.com

Sulta 214, 2F, #37, Dunbun S. Rd., See. 2{ Talpef | Tatwan, R.O.C.
T +886 (2) 7741 M S +888 (2) 7711-7268

: 01-000052
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From: Boughtin, Jon JENNEGNEG mai house.gov]
Jent: Monday, October 31, 2011 09:43

o Sean King

Subject: RE: Taiwan-Fi6 Letter

Hey Sgan, ryling to get our ducks in a row on this. Just making sure, this trip would be covered under the Mutuat
Education and Cultural Exchange Act {MECA), right?

From: Sean King (NS parkstrategies.com] cee s
Sent: Wednesday, October 26, 2011 12:05 PM

To: Boughtin, Jon

Cor msn.com'’; Katz, Bradley

Subject: RE: Taiwan-F16 Letter

“This material is distributed by Park Strategies, LLC on behalf of the Taipei Economic and Cultural Representative Office In
the Unlted States. Additional information is available st the Departiment of Justice, Washington, D.C.

DOear lon,

Thanks for your note. 1've heard around the House won't be in session after the holidays untit January 177, but let’s talk
more as we learn more,

Asyou know, Park Strategies, LLC, Senator D'Amato and | are registered with the U.S. Department of Justice, under the
foreign Agenis Registration Act, as agents on hehalf of our client, the Taipei Economic and Cultural Representative
?fﬂce {TECRO} in the United States.

Best wishes,
Sean King

From: Boughtin, Jon [mailto:JITGGNNG il .house.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, October 25, 2011 3:38 PM

To: Sean King

Ce: TR @msn.com’; Katz, Bradley

Subject: RE: Talwan-F16 Letter

Sean, | apologize for just now getting back with you. We're constrained from scheduling Q1 events until we getthe
Congressional schedule for next year, but | know the boss Is still interested in the trip If we can make it work. ¥'m happy
o stay in touch with you though as we get some insights on what that's going to ook like, and hopefully we can make
this happen sopner rather than fater, Thanks for being patient, we'll plan to tatk soon. Best,

-Jon

From: Sean King [N Qparkstrategies.com]
Sent: Thursday, October 20, 2011 6:08 PM

To: Boughtin, Jon

Co: JNUNENG msn.com’; Katz, Bradiey

Subject: RE: Talwan-F16 Letter

This material is distributed by Park Strategies, LLC on behalf of the Taipel Economic and Cultural Representative Office in
the Unfted States. Additional information Is avaifable at the Department of Justice, Washington, D.C.

Dear Brad and Jon,

2 01-000053
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Congressman Tom Reed {R-NY) just returned yesterday from Taiwan, and | wanted to share with you his itinerary {please

see attached). This gives Mr. Owens a rough ides of what he might expect if he goes. It can be adjusted as per his needs
ind wishes to incorporate whatever other stops, or meetings, he might want to make. You might aiso want to speak
with Mr. Reed’s Chief of Staff, Jay Dutcher, who accompanied him on the trip, just to get his take on the experience.

Jon,  remerber you mentioning the first half of Januaty as a possible time when Mr. Owens might consider visiting
Taiwan, Asdiscussed, Taiwan’s legislative and presidential elections will be held on Saturday, January 14" and Taiwan
officials have ne problem at all with Members visiting at that time. In fact, they think it'd be one of the more interesting
times for them to be there,

We look forward to discussing this possible trip with you further. Asyou khow, Park Strategies, LLC, Senator D'Amato
and | are registered with the U.S, Department of Justice, unider the Foreign Agents Registration Act, 8s agents on behalf
of our client, the Taipel Economic and Cultural Representative Office {TECRO) in the United States.

Best wishes,

Sean King | Park Strategies | wiw parkstrateles.com
101 Park Avenus | New York, NY 101781 USA -

@ +1 (212) 8s3 S+ (212) 883-5643 [N @oarkstrategies.com
Bulte 211, 2F, #97, Dunhua 8. Rd., See. Z{ Tajpal | Tatwan, R.O.C,

FR+588 (2) 7711 SR Eb+586 (2) 7711-7280

From: Boughtin, Jon [maitto NG 1. house.gov]
Sent: Monday, October 03, 2011 9118 AM

To: Sean King

o msn.eom’

Subject: RE: Taiwan-Fi6 Letter

J
Hey John, checking back in. Any info you can provide on TSMC vis 2 vis the Governor's announcement last week? |
wanna make sure 8ill's briefed before the event this week if at all possible. Thanks as always,

~fon

3 01-000054
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Boughtin, Jon

rrony Boughtin, Jon

Sent: Thursday, November 10, 2011 2:49 PM
To: Owens, Willlam

Ce! Katz, Bradiey

Subject: Ethics Followup

Just got off the phone w/ ethics. As to question 1., can & 20 year friend and business associate offer to-pay for Jane to— -
come out of his own pocket: The attorney thought it was possible, but the apswer Is complicated because you are there
in your capacity as @ Member on 2 MECA trip and not on your own time, so we need written approval from the
Committee. Per her Instructions, | am preparing a letter we will show to you that details the nature of your relationship
with Sam, the nature of the trip and the nature of the gift. If you can supply me with Sam’s full name that's probably alt|
need to get you a draft.

As for question 2, she dig not believe off the top of her head that Jane coukd shadow you but this has more to do with
the nature of MECA trips than it does House Ethics. She is going to tontact their in-house MECA expert to get'the
statute from him, and 1 told her we'd need to see language confirming yes or no. As she explained it, the State Dept. has
separate MECA pgreements with every country, and so they would need to look at the langudge detailing our agreement
with Taiwan to find out. They're working on this now and 'l have language either today of Monday.

Either way, Il begin drafting the letter and we can discuss when we've got alt our ducks in @ row,
Jon Boughtin

nlor Legislative Assistant
Office of Rep. Bill Owens

i 01-0000681

12-8236 6070
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Boughtin, Jon

.—rbm: Boughtin, Jon

Sent: Monday, Novermber 28, 2011 8:54 AM
To: ‘Li-Chih Cheng’

Subject: RE: Li-Chih from Taiwan

Li-Chih, 1 apologize for the delay but we are just now getting back to the office from the holiday. The travelers are
William Lewis Owens and his wife, Jane Owens. They intend to travel from Burlington, VT~ Los Angeles, - Taipei ~ Los
Angeles - Burlington, VT if that is a possibility stfll, The dates we are currently looking at are to leave Burlington on the
27, returning on 31%,

Thank you again for your timely assistance. Look forward to working with voul -Jon

#rowm: N o1 com MR - o2l com] On Behalf OF Li-Chih Cheng
Sent: Tuesday, November 22, 2011 6:36 PM ’
To: Boughtin, Jon

Subject: Li-Chih from Taiwan

HiJon,

It was very nice meeting you this afternoon in your office. I look forward to working with you on
Congressman's visit to Taiwan in the end of the year!

Je heard that the House might adjoumed on Dec. 15 or 16, if so, we will need to provide documents to Ethic
Commitice early next week in order to get approval. I need your kind help here in order to find & private
sponsor in. the coming days! Below are information I will need your help--

1. Please provide me with traveller's full names

2. Cities of departure~destination-- return: for ex. Washington D.C.~Taipei--Washingtor D.C.

3. Travel dates: December 27, 201 1-January 1, 2012 ? (We would recommend providing longer period and we
can eut short later)

So far above three are the most needed information I would need for tomorrow, but I am sure you will hear a lot
from me in the coming weeks—vice versal

Best,
Li-Chih

Li-Chih Cheng
Officer, Congressional Liaison Division
‘Taipet Economic and Cultural Representative Office {TECRO)
4201 Wisconsin Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20016, USA.
202.895 R (O}
©)
1.244.3046 (F)

1 01-000068

12-8236_0072
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Boughtin, Jon

From: Boughtin, Jon

Sent: Tuesday, November 15, 2011 12:33 PM
To: ‘Sean King'

Subject: RE: Frank Lee

Gotcha. I actually spoke with Benson yesterday but I'1ll direct my followup g's to Frank.

—————— Originsl Message-----

From: Sean King (MENENENMNZozrkstrategies. com]

Sent: Tuesday, November 15, 2811 18:53 AM
To: Boughtin, Jon
Subject: Frank Lee

This material is distributed by Park Strategies, LLC on behalf of the Talpel Economic and
Cultural Representative Office in the United States. Additional information is available at
the Departwent of Justice, Washington, D.C.

Jon,

Benson Wang's boss, Frank Lee, ask that you call HIM. Behson may be out, etc. Frank can be
reached at (202) 895-HER.

As you know, Park Strategles, LLC, Senator D’Amato and I are registered with the U.S.
Department of Justice, under the Foreign Agents Registration Acl, as agents on behalf of our
client, the Taipel Economic and Cultural Representative OFflce (TECRO) in the United States.

Thanks,
Sean King

t 01-001104

12.8236_0074
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Boughtin, Jon

erom: Boughtin, Jon

Sent: Monday, November 21, 2011 942 AM
To: . ‘Sean King'

Subject: Update

Sorry for the back and forth Sean but looks like we have our dates. The boss and his wife are looking to travel 1o Taiwan
beginning on December 27", Il reach out to Mr. Frank Lee about the detalls but wanted to let you know. Thanks!

Jon Boughtin
Senior Legislative Assistant
Office of Rep. Bill Owens

01-000064

12-8236_0076
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Boughtin, Jon

i
sfom: Soughtin, Jon .
Sent: Tuesday, November 22, 2011 5:08 PM
Tor [ @mail house.gov'
Subject: Re: Taiwan

Qk, don't let It happen again

From: OQweng, William

Sent: Tuesday, November 22, 2011 05:07 PM
Yo: Boughtin, Jon

Subject: Re: Taiwan

Accident
Sorry

From: Boughtin, Jon

Sent: Tuesday, November 22, 2011 05:04 PM
“To; Owens, William

Subject: Re: Taiwan

Just got a call from you that dropped. Figured it was an accident, you all set?

Jom: Owens, William )
Sent: Tuesday, November 22, 2011 03:50 PM
To: Boughtin, Jon
Subject: Re: Talwan

Nice

From: Boughtin, Jon

Sent: Tuesday, November 22, 2011 03:48 PM

To: Owens, Willlam; Brad Katz <1ENNGG_—_—_camall.com>
Ce: Belden, Cralg

Subject: Taiwan

Just sat down with the follks from the Embassy to do & rough outline of the trip, What they sketched out would have you
leaving from Burlington for Los Angeles on the morning of the 27™. You would then fly from Los Angeles to Taipel, which
would get you there at essentially 8pm on Wednesday night their time. Thursday-Saturday Taipe! time would be for
your itinerary, and you would fly back Sunday morning Taipei time, getting you back to New York Sunday evening, Dec.
21", as if by magic.

Because of the Jan 14 elections in Taiwan, they believe it is going to be difficult to get you In a meeting with thefr

President/Premier or the Talwanese Spaaker, but they're going to try. Either way, they've offered time with the

ministers of economic affairs (to discuss trade / econ. Development in NY), Defense, and finance. They're also looking at

haying you take a train down to one of their major ports for a Homeland Security type briefing on how they protect
’inst hazardous materials, chenticals, ete. More to come,

Let me know if you have any inltial guestions. We should have the ethics forms early next week for you to review, and a
more formal itinerary as well.

1 01000066

12-8236_0078
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Boughtin, Jon

cfom: Bougitin, Jon

Sent: Monday, November 28, 2011 10:20 AM
To: "Sean King' .

Gee JOHN ZAGAME

Subject: RE: Update

Right, likely the 27th to the 3ist.

————— Original Message-----

From: Sean King arkstrategles, com]

Sent: Monday, November 28, 2811 18:29 AM
To: Boughtin, Jon

Co: JOHN ZAGAME

Subject: RE: Update

This material is distributed by Park Strategies, LLC on behalf of the Taipel Economic and
Cultural Representative Office in the United States. Additional information is available at
the Depariment of Justice, Washingten, D.C.

Thanks, Jon. So, you're still looking at those last few days in December?

----- Original Message-w---

From: Boughtin, Jon [mailto ail.house.gov]
“ant: Monday, November 28, 2011 18:1B AM
41 Sean King

Subject: RE: Update

So far so goodl I think the Embassy has what they need from us so far, but I'1l let you know
when I kKnow more.

----- Original Messagee.-w-

From: Sean King [N carkstrategies, con)

Sent: Monday, November 28, 2011 6:43 AM
To: Boughtin, Jon
Subject: Re: Update

This material is distributed by Park Strategies, LLC on behalf of the Taipel Economic and
Cultural Representative OFfice in the United $tates. Additional information is avallable st
‘the Department of Justice, Washington, D.C,

Jon,

How's the trip planning going? I'm back in our New York office today. €all me if you need us,
thanks.

As you know, Park Strategles, LLC, Senator D’Amato and I are registersd with the U.5.
Department of Justice, under the Foreign Agents Registration Act, as agents on behalf of our
client, the Taipei Economic and Cultural Representative Office (TECRO) in the United States.

,egs"c wishes,
Sean King

————— Original Message -~
From: Boughtin, Jon m.housg.gow

: 01-000068

12-8236_0080
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To: Sean King

Sent: Mon Nov 21 89:42:27 2011

"ubject: Update

Sorry for the back and forth Sean but looks like we have our dates. The boss and his wife

are looking to travel fo Taiwan beginning on December 27th. I’1l reach out to Mr., Frank Lee
about the details but wanted to let you know. Thanks!

Jon Boughtin
Senior Legislative Assistant

Office of Rep. Bill Owens

2 01-000070

12-8238_0081
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Boughtin, Jon

From: Boughtin, Jon

Sent: Tueaday, December 08, 2011 10:04 AM

To: ‘Ken Chong'

Subject: RE: ltinerary from China Airlines Lid.—domestic

Thanks. Just to be sure, is this for one ticket or for both tickets?

From: Ken Chong |GG 5 ail.com)
Sent: Monday, Decembert 05, 2011 5:18 PM

To: Boughtin, Jon

o Li-Chih Cheng

Subject: Re: inerary from China Arfines Ltd.~~domestic

Jon,

The price that we will send invoice to TECRO is apporximately

USD$8655 + tax $357.30 = USD$9011.80.

When we issue the tickets the price may differ a bit due to the exchange rate with CAD,

Because congressman & his wife are departing from Canada, so the airfare must be based on CAD and the
exchange rate with USD on the ticket issuing day.

Ken

On Mon, Dec 5, 2011 at 4:49 PM, Boughtin, Jon <8N Email bouse.gov> wrote:

Thanks Ken. Can you also send me the pricing so | can add it to our ethics form please?

From: Ken Chong ail.com]
Sent: Monday, December 05, 2011 4:30 P’
To: Boughtin, Jon

Subject: Re: Ttineraty from China Airlines | td.~-domestic

Dear Jon,
Below is the air itinerary for Congressman Owens & wife to Tatwan ttip,

Please get me their Air Canada and Delta Airlines (partnered with China Airlines) frequent flyer numbers to
earn miles,

Also an B-TKT confirmation will be emailed to you a week before the departure date.
Let me know if you have quetion,
. 01-000282

12.8236_0083
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Boughtin, Jon

From: _@tecmus

Senk: uesday, December 06, 2011 7:58 PM
To: Boughtin, Jon

SBubject: Re: Private Sponsor Travel Form

Ok Jon! Thanks and Jet me know if problems ocour. For your information, I sent a cable back to Taipei
yesterday, and my colleagues should starf piitiing Up this prograr diready, Usually it will take theni sometine ™
to confirm all the meeting times and mesting officials, and I will surely let you know about the set program as
soon as they cable back.

1t seems that Ken has booked domestic and internatiohial flights and have sent those info to you, and he should
be emailing you the B-TKTs either next week or the next one. If you don't hear from him for toe long, please
shoot us an email.

As for a briefing time on Taiwan, I'm still waiting for Frank's next week schedule.
Have a good night,

Li-Chih
Sent from my Verizon Wireless BlackBerry

From: "Boughtin, Jon" <|J G mail house.gov>
Date: Tue, 6 Dec 2011 12:44:32 -0500
Fo: NN G tccrous' NN G tecro.us>

Subject: RE: Private Sponsor Travel Form

Hm, that may work after all. I'd just assume get it in and make corrections later anyhow so we're In the system ahead of
the 14 day requirement, so this Is probably fine as it is, Thanks Li-Chih, I'l let you knaw!

From: IRNC ocro.v< ARG =< <]
Senkt: Tuesday, December 06, 2011 12:33 PM
To: Boughtin, Jon

Subject: Re: Private Sponsor Travel Form

Hey Jon,

1 remember on the form we typed New York City (Washington DC or cities close to the District). Would you
ask Ethics Commiitee if this is ok? Ifthey say ne, I will send another form to Taipei immediately to have them
re-pign the form. It will take about two days to get this done.

Let me know! I appreciate your help!
Yours,

Li-Chih
Sent from my Verizon Wireless BlackBerry

From: "Boughtin, Jon" —@mail.hausagow
Date: Tue, 6 Dec 2011 10:11:58 -0500
O e T——

Subject: Private Spousor Travel Form 01-000644

12-8236_0085
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Hey LI-Chit, it just occurred to me looking at these forms that we'll need an updated form to reflect that the
Congressman is departing from Montreal instead of New York City. Sorty for the trouble, but when you can get that my
way P will be ready to submit everything to ethics. Thankyoul

Jon Boughtin
Senior Leglslative Assistant
Office of Rep, Bill Owens

This message has been scanned for viruses and

dangerous content by MailScapner, and is
believed to be clean.

This message has been seanned for viruses and
dangerous content by MailScanner, and is
believed 1o be clean,

y 01-000845

12-8236_0086
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Boughtln, Jon

From: Boughtin, Jon

Sent: Wednesday, December 14, 2011 412 PM
To: %.§-Chih Cheng'

Subject: RE: Documents prepared for Talwan

Hi Li-Chih, nice seelng you again today. Il go shead and get this done. Two quick questions: First, which type of visa are
they applying foi? 15Tt a visitor visd 6 4 courtesy visa?

Second, are the passport photos entirely necessary and/or woltld a photocopy of their passport work as well? Unless
they have extras sitting at home, it could take me some time to get original passport photos and my concern is 1 would
miss the window. Let me know and we'll move forward. Thankst

erom: NN 2 omatcon IR 0 121l.com] On Behalf OF Li-Chih Cheng
Sent: Wednesday, December 14, 2011 9:45 AM

“To: Boughtin, Jon

Subject: Documents prepared for Talwan

Hey Jon,

Please provide me with:

1. Valid passports

2. Visa Application Forms (attached in this email again, pleasc kindly fill it out)
3. Two passport sized photes

1 am Jeaving for Taiwan on 22nd, Thursday, so it would be great to have these done before Tuesday or
Wednesday. Also I am preparing the potential meeting for President Ma and Congressman, I'will let you know

if I need anything from you. Currently we have not heard back from Taipei on the official programs, I think
they are trying to figure out President's, Ministers' schedules, T will keep you posted.

Your friend from Talwan,
Li-Chih

. 01-000333

12-8236_0088
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Boughtin, Jon

From: N tecro.us

Sent; Tuesday, December 20, 2011 11:15 AM
Tor Boughtin, Jon

Subject: Re: Schedule

T can't think of any reasons that should prevent Congressman from disoussing TSMC piece with American
CHamber of Cornmerce. T e -

Please let Congresstman know that they should prepare a smaller overnight travel bag for Kachsiung, They can
leave their bigger luggages in Talpei's hotel.

Also the host of this trip {s Chinese Culture University--just a kind reminder,

Thanks,

Li-Chih

Sent from my Verizon Wireless BlackBerry

From: "Boughtin, Jon* iL.house.gov>
Bate: Tue, 20 Dec 2011 11:04:09 -0500

To: 'Li-Chih Cheng'<|:NNGGW 2tecro us>
Subject: RE: Schedule

Li-Chih, this s great, Thank you for sending so quickly. t's unfortunate that the TSMC piece will not work, but In your
estimation would TSMC's partnership with the State of New York be an appropriate topic of conversatian for the
Congressman’s meeting with the Chamber of Commerce? | think it's something he would like to discuss with them
uniless there Is a reason not to.

il send this on to the Ethics Committee today and get you back a letter asap! Thanks, -Jon

Erom: NG mai.com NNEGRGEEEERE: 5 ail.com] On Bahalf Of Li-Chib Cheng
Sent: Tuesday, December 20, 2011 10:57 AM

To: Boughtin, Jon

Subject: Re: Schedule |

Hi Jon,

| altached the file in this emall, but in case you have problem open it,  also pasted it as below. Please
let me know if you have any questions. Unfortunately, TSMC senior level staff are on vacation
because it is the end of the year, thersfore my colleague in Taipsl is unable fo set up a mesting af
TSMC. We apologize for that.

Sincerely,
Li-Chih

. 01-000694

12-8236_0090
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EEBARBEARILE
BE{TRER
Tenxaﬁve Ttinerary of the visit by Hon. William Lewis “Bill” Owens
and Mrs. Owens

to the Republic of China (Taiwan)
December 28— 31, 2011

PERE-HFETSATTNE (BEE)

Wednesday, December 2.

2050 oo A S 00 ABEMIT

Arrive at Taiwan Taoyuan International Airport via Chine Airlines
CI-005

ARG A Cose Officer - BWEE S Mr. Colin KAD

DIEFHCell Phone ; -+ RNNGTERNN
wE ﬁjbﬁﬁﬁfg

BT LR B4R
RON  |Grand Formosa Regent Taipet

41 Chung Shan North Road, Sec. 2, Taipei, Taiwan

Tel: +886-2-2523-1

Fax: +886-2-2523-2828

FERE-HETZA=TAR ( BER)
) 01-000685

12-8236_0091
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Thursday, December 29, 2

09:30

lesma@EnFD

Reserved for President Ma

10:30

FHHTERBESE

Call on Hon, Dr. Nian-zn YANG, Vice Minister , Ministry of
iNational Defense (MND)

12:00

BEREBENREREEE) TRD
Call on Hon. Dr. Hwang, Jung-Chiou (TBD)
Vice Minister, Ministry of Economic Affairs (MOEA)

14:15

AEUEEAREEGNERLR

Call on Hon. SHUAJ, Hua-Ming, Legislator, Member of Foreign
Affairs and National Defense Committee, Legislative Yuan

1530

RHEEABEALBERER
Briefing by the American Institute in Taiwan /Taipei Office(AIT/T)

B48 AContact © Diane Johnston 02-2162- 5N

16:30

FEalthREEe

Call at American Chamber of Commerce in Taipei

18:00

MEABREERFMREREESRE

Dinper hosted by Dr. Chin Hu CHANG, Board Chairman of
Chinese Culture University and Dr. WU, Wann Yib, President of
of Chinese Culture University

20:54

BEGRESSRIIEEEE

Depart for Zuoying, Kaohsiung via Taiwan High Speed Rail No.
235

01-000696

12-8236_0092
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22:30

it

Aative at Zuoying, Kaohsiung

wE

BERE
ik - S R = B024

RON

Ambassador Hotel Kaohsiung

Phome : +886-7-211- 1
Fax : +886-7-201-0348
ADD : 202 Min Sheng 2nd RD,, Kaohsiung, Taiwan, R.O.C.

-

FERE-EST-H=+R (EHE)

Friday, December 30, 2011

09:30

SHEEBERY

Visit Zuoying Navy Base

11:00

SUHERRE TREREE, R TIOSHE, STEE

Call at Kaohsiung Customs Office for CSI /Mega-Port Project

13:30

BEEFIssRmEE AL

Depart for Taipel via Taiwan High Speed Rail No. 158

15:06

Ehad

Artive in Taipei

18:{)0

FEALHBDERR

Call on HLE. Timothy YANG, Foreign Minister, Minjstry of
[Foreign Affairs

01-000697

12-8236_0093
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1900 Iy rigREnE

~ {Dinner hosted by Foreign Minister YANG

PERE-EET-HE+T-8 ( BYX)

Satar December 31, 2011

1000 i enmy i

Visit National Palace Museum

1500 |pemdiEiRss

~ {Visit Chiang Kai-Shek Memorial Hall
1600 \amadeion

Tour Taipei 101 Financial Center

19:00 M

Dioner at leisure

T

(Depart Taipei via CI-032

On Mon, Dec 19, 2011 at 5:32 PM, Boughtin, Jon <_@msgﬂ.house‘gov> wrote:

Greatl Thanks again Li-Chih -

From: IR ecro.us (IO =cro us1

Sent: Monday, December 19, 2011 5:32 PM

To: Boughtin, Jon

Subject: Re: Schedule 01-000698

12-8236_0094
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Hey Jon,

Thanks for the email and please forgive my late response. I did call MOFA Taiwan last night and tell them to
send me the schedules, My colleague said everything is set up, but my bogses are reviewing the whole itinerary-
-they value Congressman's visit very highly. I will call Taipei tonight again and see if they can expedite.

Twill let my colleagues know about Congressman's possible meetings on Saturday too.

Talk to you soon,
Li-Chih

Sent from my Verizon Wireless BlackBerry

From: “Boughtin, Jon* -@n,laijggigse.ggQ>

Date: Mon, 19 Dec 2011 12:12:16 0300

To: RS ecro.us'< 7NN D)t cro. s>
Subject: Schedule

Hi Li-Chih, hope you had a nice weekend. | just got off the phone with the ethics committes and they
are almost done with our file, except that they need a complete itinerary with times for what the
Congressman is doing, including times for when meetings might oceur. Do you think that's something
we can get them by tomorrow? That's really when they need it to complete their work.

if it helps at ali, | believe the Congressman is going to try gnd fit 2 meetings into that final day
separate from the schedule you all put together for him, so | would think the earfier he can leave his
hote! for the Port event, the better.

Thanks as always! We'll talk soon. -Jon

Jon Boughtin

5 01-000699

12-8236_0095
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Senior Legislative Assistant

Office of Rep. Bill Owehs

Tlns ;xles;égé ha”s Eéeﬁ “sca'n"l;xe‘:éfor vi;t.xseé a.nd
dangerous content by MailScanner, and is
believed 1o be clean.

This message has been scanned for viruses and
dangerous content by MailScanner, and is
believed o be clean.

Li-Chih Cheng

Officer, Congressional Lizison Division

Taipel Economic and Cultural Representative Office (TECRO)
4201 Wisconsin Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20016, USA
202,895 NN (O)

I (C)

202.244.3046 (F)

‘This message has been scamned for viruses and
dangerous content by MailScanver, and is
believed to be clean.

01-000700

12-8236_0096
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CONFIDENTIAL

Subject to the Nondisclosure Provisions of H. Res. 895 as Amended

OFFICE OF CONGRESSIONAL ETHICS
UNITED STATES HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

MEMORANDUM OF INTERVIEW

INRE: Witness with Knowledge of Representative Owens” Air Travel
REVIEW #(s): 12-8236
DATE: August 15, 2012
LOCATION: By Telephone
TIME: 3:00 PM (approximate)
PARTICIPANTS:  Omar Ashmawy
Scott Gast

SUMMARY: The witness is a person with knowledge of Representative Bill Owens” and his wife’s air
travel arrangements for & trip to Taiwan in December 201 1/January 2012, The OCE requested an
interview with the witness and he consented to an interview. The witness made the following statements
in response to our questioning:

1. The witness was given an 18 U.S.C. § 1001 warning and consented to an interview. The witness
declined to sign a written acknowledgement of the warning, but was advised that the law applied
1o the interview notwithstanding the decision not fo sign.

2. The witness stated that the Taiwan Ministry of Foreign Affairs paid for Representative Owens’
and his wife’s air travel on China Airlines for the trip to Taiwan.

This memorandum was prepared on August 22, 2012 after the interview was condueied on August 15,
2012. T certify that this memorandum contains all pertinent matter discussed with the witness on August
18, 2012.

Scott Gast
Investigative Counsel

MOI-Pagelof I OFFICE OF CONGRESSIONAL ETHICS

12-8236_0098
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Erom: Gast, Scott </0=1.5, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVESiOU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE
) GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN

Sent: Monday, July 16, 2012 10137 AM

To: Ashmawy, Omar mmaﬂ.house.gow; Payne, Kedric
*@mail‘house.gow; payne, Kedric <JJ IR 2" house.gov=; Wright,
nate <¥SNNNNEIE @mail.house,gov>

Subject: FW: Bill Request

From: [ hregent.com SRNNNNNENNRS ihregent.com]

Sant: Monday, July 16, 2012 10:36 AM
To: Gast, Scoft
Subject: RE; Bill Request

Doar Mr Gast,

1just bered some cor fion they asked while made the booking fast year. Ministry of Foreign Affairs talked about the
Chinese Gulture University while made the reservation and | guess you might wish to know this information. They advised us to charge
the official special rate which wa provide to Ministry of Forelgn Affalrs first and | do not know how did they finalize the payment Iater.
They acvised me through the phone calls and there is no certain data to review. | am not sute who should | coptact from them on this
matter but | suggest you can contact the Ministry of Forsign Affairs for the furthar information.

Thank you.

Karan

Karen Chusis Senior Sales Manager FEaREiF D

Ragont Tatpal

Mo 3, Lane 38, Saction 2, Ghung Shan . Kd., faipei 104, Talen ROG
ol +886 2 2522 JEINFax 4586 2 2543 1643 Cel 4]

Emai NG o com
Sitewsw eoeritsioslood wewIagentholels.com

Blssve u tree. Dortt g his prmail iriess s rosly nesessary.

Frome  oast, scott* YNNI @mat houce s>

To. O ece.com” <MENEG—RIhe ot com>
Dale:  2D12A07A3T4 1103

Subject: RE: Bill Request

Karen,

Thank you for your emall, Could you provide us with the data you raviewed, or the names of any individuals with whom you spoke, that led you to
provide this additional information?

RT_004
12-8236_0100
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Thank you,

Scott Gast, Investigative Counsel
Office of Congressional Ethles

U S, Hause of Representatives
425 3rd Street SW, Suite 13310
Washington, DC 20024

(202) 226 10

From: R fihreqent.com (I it vregent
Sent: Friday, July 13, 2012 7:44 AM

To: Gast, Scott

Subject: RE: Bill Request

Dsar Mr Gast,

After checking my data, kindly correot that Mr Owens invited by Chinese Culture University but not the Ministry of Foreign Affair.
Howaver, regarding to Mr Owens is 8 significant guest and Chinese Culture University requests Ministry of Foreign Affalr to help taking
care of him while stayed in Taipel. Ministry of Foreign Affair settle the payment with us first but | think that Chinese Culture University
settle with Ministry of Foreign Affalr {ater,

Sony the incorrect information in the previous emall. Thank you for your ime and attention,

With warmest regards,
Karen

Karen GhuZ:4is Senior Sales Manager BuRsiaim

Regent Taipei

o, 3, Lane 39, Section 2, Chung Shan N. Rd., Taipei 104, Taiwan ROG
Tol +386 2 2527 MMMBFax 4508 2 2643 1643 Cel 4]

ErvaH ISR IAI0oDt com

Siteywny, oM YAV, m

BERING | BERLIN | SINGAPORE | TAIPE! | TURKS AND CAICOS | ZAGRES

[
Wisava a trae, Dont print this s-mail unless s renlly necessan.

From:  “Gest, Sooll” mwll.hwsgggy_»

1o Gt ecent com® NMMMRDY coor cotr>
Dater AAOTNFF 10:45

Subjest  RE: Bl Request

Karen,
Thank you very much for your assistance with this matter. We will let you know if we need any additional information.

Scott Gast, Investigative Counsel
Offica of Conpressional Ethics
U.5. House of Representatives
425 3rd Street SW, Sulte 1110
Washington, DC 20024

{202} 226 7

RT_005
12-8236_0101
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From: IREIING fhregent.com (ISR ihcegent. com]
Sant: Thursday, July 12, 2012 6:01 AM

Tot Gast, Scott

Ce: egent. o
Subject: Re: Bill Request
Dear Mt Gast,

Greetings from Regent Taipsi,

1 wotild fike to introduce mysseif as the sales contact of Ministry of Foraign Affairs which invited Mr Owens to viskt Taipel tast December.

Based on your advising, Mr Owen's room payment seftied by the Ministry of Foreign Affaire. The reet charges setfled by himself as
attached file for your refersnce. Kindly advised us f thers I any furher information we may provide or assist Thank you very much,

With warmest ragards,
Karen

Karen ShuflButs Senior Sales Manager

Regent Tatpet

N 3, Lane 39, Section 2, Chung Shen N, Rd., Talpai 104, Tai

ol +886 2 2622 WIEEFax +506 2 2543 1643 Cot + JNNNENNNNN

Ernal KT eqent com
Sitewew, i OO VAW £om

BEIANG | BERLIN | SINGAPORE | TAIFEI ) TURKE AND CAICOS | ZAGREB

-
Bisave o tree, Dot print this e-moil unless its really necessary,

Fror “Gast, Scoit? -&n‘_simgggp

To Rt vegentoom” < fhrzgentecne
Date? 07272012 0924

Buhbject ik Request

Per our telophone conversation foday, | am a requesting a copy of the hotel bil, including information as to how the bill was paid, for

the following guest

U.8. Representative Bill Owens
Check-in on December 28, 2011
Check-out on Decembar 31, 2011

Thanks you for your assistance

Seott Gast

QOffice of Congressional Ethics

United States House of Representatives
425 Third Street, SW

Washigton, DG 20024

{202) 2261

RT_006
12-8236_0102
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Boughﬁn,don

From: Boughtin, Jon

Senf: Friday, Dacember 23, 2011 11:47 AM
To: gﬁ?hews,Scou

Subject: 4

Attachments: 20111223118735345, pdf

One more thing to print for the Honorable, Thanks Scottl

From: Boughtin, Jon

Sent: friday, December 23, 2011 11:58 AM

Tot Boughtin, Jon

Subject:

This E-mail was sent from “"RNPB58873" (8065).

Scan Date: 12.23.2011 11:57:35 (-85808)
oueries to: | aL1 house .gov

1 01-000430

12-8236_0104
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Memo
The visit of Rep. and Mrs. Bill Owens to the Republic of China
(Taiwan} (December 28 to 31, 2011)
Welcome aboard! Please read this memo carefully and keep it af hand for
reference.
A. Preparation for the trip
1. Air Passage:
a. Qutbound: Fly from Los Angeles to Taipei through:
C1 605, 13:55, Tuesday December 27; Arrive in Taipei at 20:50,
Wednesday, December 28
Inbound: Fly from Taipei to Vancouver through:
C1 032, 23:30, Saturday, December 31; Arrive in Vaucouver at
18:0%, Saturday, Decemrber 31
Note for domestic: AC 797 from YUL-DORVAL to LAX at 08:05,
Tuesday December 27, arrive 11:15 the same day. Retwrning by
AC 182 from Vancouver to YUL-DORVAL at 23:30 Saturday
. December 31, arrive 07:15 Sunday January 1, 2012

b. When getting your ticket, please check and see if the flight schedule
and your pame are correct,

¢. When checking in at the AC business class counter at YUL on
December 27, which is the starting point of an international flight,
please tefl the clerk to check in your luggage all the way to the final
destination, Taipei. so that you don’t have to collect them in LAX and
recheck them. When returning to Canada, even though your bags will
be checked all the way through YUL, you still need to pull out your
checked-in luggage and clear with customs and immigration in
Vancouver,

d. Please put a name tag on each piece of your lugpage, and write down
the hotel’s name, address and telephone mumber (hotel info is
provided below). It will be easier for you to pick up at Taiwan’s
Taoyuan International Airport and convenient for hotel bellboys to
identify and deliver them to your room.

e. After arriving at the Tom Bradley Intemational Terminal in LA aitport,
you could check in st China Airlines’ business class counter for the CI
005 flight 1o Taipei, Then proceed to China Airlines’ VIP lounge and
take some rest before boarding. In the lounge, remember to check
with the staff of China Airlines whether your checked-in bags are
already on board.

f. Please remember to keep your boarding passes for all domestic and
internationa) flights and return them to TECRQ. We need to have
those passes for accounting purpose and truly appreciate your
cooperation.

01-000431

12-8236_0105
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2. Dress: e . v .

a. You are requested to dress business aitire for most of the meetings
during the trip. It is suggested to pack up at least one business
suit/dress.

b. Except for formal occasions, business casual ig fine.

. It is suggested that you prepare a pair of comfortable walking shoes
for the evening activities and the out-of-town tour.

d. You may bring your swhnming suit since the hotel has the facility.

e. You will need a lot of name cards for meetings in Talwan. s alsoa
custom {0 exchange business cards while you meet new friends in
Taiwan.

B. General information about Taiwan

1. Weather:

In December, the temperatuze is around 58°F~68°F in Taipei (north), and
slightly hotter in Kaohsiung (south).

2. Shopping, eating, and Hpping:

a. Major American credit cards are accepted in almost every store in
Taiwan, However, you may still need to bring some cash to exchange
for the local currency for shopping. 800 U.S, doliars or less should be
enough. )

b. The unit of Taiwan’s currency is the New Taiwan Dollar (NT$). The
exchange rate now is sbout US$1=NT$30. U.S. dollars may be
exchanged at the hotel with your passport. You can also withdraw
Taiwan’s currency from local ATMs with your credit cards while some
transaction fee will be charged.

3. Will yowr blackberries, cell phones and emails still work in Taiwan? It
depends on the service provider and your package. You are advised to
check with your service provider about their overseas service.

4. Blectricity: It’s the same in the U.8. 110V,

5. Churches: Only some churches provide English services on Sundays.

6. Timse difference:

All parts of Taiwan are in one time zone, which is 13 hounrs ahead of

Eastern Time in the US,

6. Language:
The official language in the Republic of China (Taiwan) is Mandarin

- 01-000432
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Chinese. In addition, there are two dialects widely used in Taiwan,
namely Taiwanese (or Fukienese) and Hakka. The following are some
useful expressions in Mandarin Chinese.

English Mandarin

Thank you! Sie (as n “sierra™) Sie!

Howareyou?  Ni (as in “nither™) How (same as “how”) Ma (as in
modet™)?

Excuse me. Twet (as in “twain’) Bu (as in “pool”™) Chi (as in
“cheese™).

How much ig t7  Tuo Shao (as in “shout) Chien?
Good morping.  Tsao (or Zao) An
Good byet Tsai (or Zai) Jien

C. Accommodation, transportation, and Meals
1. Your host will cover the expenses for hotel, transportation, and meals
during your trip in Taiwan except the following:
a. The transportation fee of your personal activities.
b. Alcoholic beverage and drinks.
¢. International phone calls (The hotel will charge a very expensive rate ag
service fee even if vou make international calls from your room
telephone with pre-paid cards. It is thus suggested that you meke such

phone calls with pay phone downstairs in botel lobby)
d. telegrams,

e, facsimile,

{. internet,

g. pay per view movies,

b, personal services such as massage, sauna and hairdo,

1. group activities (except dinners) in the leisure hours, etc,

2. The sponsor will cover reasonable laundry fee for you during the trip,
(e.g.: one suit during the whole trip, one shirt or other necessary items
each day; other then that, you may bave to pay for yourself).

3. Tips:

a. The gratuity of dining or other services in Taiwan iz sutomaticelly
included in the bills.

b. However, it’s also customary for you to tip housekeeping, room service,
or other serviges you get from the hotel, and vou are responsible for
taking care of it. For example, if you put tips on the bill for room service,

- the hotel will ask you to pay the tlps when vou check out.

e. It Is suggested that the group as a whole tip the bus drivers (inchuding
out of town vigits) when they have completed their services ina
setisfactory manner.

4. The botel reserved for the group in Taipei is The Regent Taipei {one of
the best five-star hotels in Taipei)

Tel: 011-886-2-2523- MR (if dialed from U.S.)

01-000432
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Rax: 011-886-2-2523-2828 (if dialed from U.S.)
Address: 41 Chung Shan North Road, Section'2, Taipei Taiwan, ROC
Webstte: hitp://weew.grandformosa.com. tw/EN/

5. Emergency Contact :
Please also provide me your emergency contact information at least
including the contact person’s name and phone number,
Just in case anything happens during the last minute which prevenis you
from taking the teip, pleaseiet me know ASAP by calling the numbers

below or email me of NG 2iccr0.us
Li~Chih Cheng (CP
{Office) (202) 895
5. TECRO contact during the trip: If your family or colleagues need to

contact you but can not reach you, they can contact Mr, Frank Lee to get
help, Tel: (0) 202-395 HER(C) NG e cro s

Enjoy the trip!

01-000434

12-8236_0108
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Page 1 of 2

From: i JR@statt.pocu.edu, tw>

Sent: Saturday, June 30, 2012 3:55 AM

To: Gast, Scott <_@mail.house.gov>
Subject: Re: Request for Information

Attach: for Omar Ashmawy.doc

Mr. Omar Ashmawy

Staff Director and Chief Counsel
Office of Congressional Ethics
House of Representatives

Dear. Mr. Ashmawy,

Thank you for your letter dated June 7, 2012 requesting for information about the participation of
Chinese Culture University in Representative Bill Owens’ visit to Taiwan in Decemnber last year.

Chinese Culture University, a private university founded in 1962 here in Taipei, has focused on the
education programs with the combination of the essence of Chinese tradition like literature, history, and
philosophy and the merits of modern western civilization such as science and democracy. We have also
dedicated to the international exchange to broaden the vision of our faculty and students and promote the
bilateral exchanges with other countries. A certain amount of our university budget is set aside as a fund
10 be used to sponsor foreign friends to visit Taiwan annually.

The United States is one of the major receiving countries in the world for Taiwanese students, including
many students who graduated from our university. Also there have been strong ties between our two
countries. In this connection, we do regularly sponsor important leaders from the United States to visit
Taiwan such as Representative and Mrs, Owens’ trip last year, which we believe is in accordance with
U.S. House ethics rules related to private sponsorship.

In view of Mr. Owens’ important status as a member of U.S, Congress and the lack of staff of this
university stationed in the United States, the program for Representative Owens’ visit to Taiwan was
coordinated through the kind assistance of Taiwan’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Taipei Economic
and Cultural Representative Office in the United States. We had a wonderful meeting with
Representative and Mrs. Owens at our university here. We are also glad to share with you that the whole
visit was quite successful,

Yours Best
Chiungli Kuo

Director of PR Office
Chinese Culture University

From; Gast, Seot i s
riday, June 08, 2012

Subjecti Reqiiest for Information

CCU_001
12-8236_0110
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Page2 of 2

CONFIDENTIAL

Attached please find a Request for Information from the Office of Congressional Ethics (*OCE”).
Please complete the attached Acknowledgement of Receipt and return it to the OCE by fax or email.
if you have any questions regarding the attached, please fee! free to contact me,

Thank you,

Scott Gast, Investigative Counsel

Office of Congressional Ethics

U.5. House of Representatives

425 3rd Street SW, Suite 1110

Washington, DC 20024
(202} 226- 0

CCU_002
12-8236_0111



156

Mr. Omar Ashmawy

Staff Director and Chief Counsel
Office of Congressional Ethics
House of Representatives

Dear. Mr. Ashmawy,

Thank you for your letfer dated June 7, 2012 requesting for information about the
participation of Chinese Culture University in Representative Bill Owens’ visit to
Taiwan in December last year.

Chinese Culture University, a private university founded in 1962 here in Taipei, has
focused on the education programs with the combination of the essence of Chinese
tradition like literature, history, and philosophy and the merits of moderm western
civilization such as science and democracy. We have also dedicated to the
international exchange to broaden the vision of our faculty and students and promote
the bilateral exchanges with other countries. A certain amount of our university
budget is set aside as a fund 1o be used to sponsor foreign friends to visit Taiwan
annually.

The United States is one of the major receiving countrics in the world for Taiwanese
students, including many students who graduated from our university. Also there have
been strong ties between our two countries, In this connection, we do regulaly
sponsor important leaders from the United States fo visit Taiwan such as
Representative and Mrs. Owens’ trip last year, which we believe is in accordance with
1.8, House ethics rules related to private sponsorship.

In view of Mr. Owens’ important status as a member of U.S. Congress and the lack of
staff of this university stationed in the United States, the program for Representative
Owens” visit to Taiwan was coordinated through the kind assistance of Taiwan’s
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Taipei Economic and Cultural Representative Office
in the United States. We had a wonderful meeting with Representative and Mrs.
Owens at our university here. We are also glad to share with you that the whole visit
was quite successful.

Yours Best

Chiungli Kuvo, Director of PR Office, Chinese Culture University

CCU_003
12-8236_0112
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From; 35 <Jk@statf pocu.edu.tw>

Sent: Monday, July 2, 2012 10:26 PM.

To: Gast, Scott < NIEZ mail house gov>
Subjeet: Re: Request for Information

Dear Scott Gast:

The letter | sent on lune 30 is the only response | am giving regarding your contact.
t will not provide anything else nor reply your mail again.

Yours Best

Chiungli Kuo

Thank you for your response to the Request for Information sent to the University on June 7, 2012. As you
know, the OCE has requested that you provide us with all files, records, notes, or other documents in your
possession relating to Representative Bill Owens’ trip to Tatwan in December 2011-January 2012, Please let me
know your time frame for providing us with the reguested documents.

Thank you again for your assistance.

Scott Gast, Investigative Counsel
Office of Congressional Ethics
U.5. House of Representatives
425 3rd Street SW, Suite 1110
Washington, DC 20024

{202) 226 7

From: 20t [[IEING starr-pccu.edutw)
Sent: Saturday, June 30, 2012 3:55 AM

To: Gast, Scott

Subject: Re: Request for Information

Mr. Omar Ashmawy

Staff Director and Chief Counsel
Office of Congressional Ethics
House of Representatives

Dear. Mr. Ashmawy,

CCU_004
12-8236_0114
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Thank you for your letter dated June 7, 2012 requesting for information about the participation of
Chinese Culture University in Representative Bill Owens’ visit to Taiwan in December last year,

Chinese Culture University, a private university founded in 1962 here in Taipei, has focused on the
education programs with the combination of the essence of Chinese tradition like literature, history, and
philosephy and the merits of modern western civilization such as science and democracy. We have also
dedicated to the international exchange to broaden the vision of our faculty and students and promote the
bilateral exchanges with other countries. A certain amount of our university budget is set aside as a fund
to be used to sponsor foreign friends to visit Taiwan annually.

The United States is one of the major receiving countries in the world for Taiwanese students, including
many students who graduated from our university. Also there have been strong ties between our two
countries. In this connection, we do regularly sponsor important leaders from the United States to visit
Taiwan such as Representative and Mrs, Owens’ trip last year, which we believe is in accordance with
U.S. House ethics rules related to private sponsorship,

In view of Mr. Owens’ important status as a member of U.S. Congress and the lack of staff of this
university stationed in the United States, the program for Representative Owens’ visit to Taiwan was
coordinated through the kind assistance of Taiwan’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Taipei Economic
and Cultural Representative Office in the United States, We had a wonderful meeting with
Representative and Mrs. Owens at our university here. We are also glad to share with you that the whole
visit was quite successful.

Yours Best
Chiungli Kuo

Director of PR Office
Chinese Culture University

CONFIDENTIAL

Attached pleasa find a Request for information from the Office of Congressional Ethics (“OCE”),
Please complete the attached Acknowledgement of Receipt and return It to the OCE by fax or email.
If you have any questions regarding the attached, please feel free to contact me.

Thank you,

Scott Gast, Investigative Counsel

Office of Congressional Ethics

U.8. House of Representatives

425 3rd Street SW, Suite 1110
Washington, DC 20024

CCU_005
12-8236_0115
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{202) 226 R
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William L. Owens

sburgh, New York 12001

May 21,2012

Mr. Wannyih Wy

President

Chinese Culture University

53, Hwa Kang Road

Yangmingshan Taipet, Tajwan, 11114, R.O.C.

Dear President Wu

1 want to thank you for the opportunity to visit Taiwan and the Chinese Culturs
University ef the end of last year. Whether in meetings with loca! industry, govemment
ministries, major ports or the Chamber of Commterce, the trip provided an opportunity to
further my understanding of the sconomie development opportmities that rely on the
continted cooperation belween our two nations.

Lunderstand from the Taipei Economic and Cultural Representative Office that my costs
incurred for this trip wore $22,132.20. As you may be aovare, cerfaln guesiions bave
arisen about the trip and, out of an abundance of caution, 1 have decided to fepay the cost
of the trip. Please understand that we are very grateful for your hospitality, and this is not
2 negative reflection upen your institution. Pleass see that the funding is returned, and
feel free to reach me with any questions.

Sincergly,

Mumber of Congress
RN i ves

WILLIAM L, OWENS - L U 2862

Qpatsc CalPdle to ks yo=r8.23 I3 442
.,EL&.Z@J)MH&A&KMZM ‘ st B BRI

00877

12-8236_0118
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Katz, Bradley

Subject: Phone call with D'amato re: Taiwan
Location: Bill will call (817) 682

Start: Thu 1076/201110:30 AM

End: Thu 10/6/2011 11:00 AM
Recurrence: {none)

Qrganizer: Oweng, William

01-000879

12-8236_0120
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Boughﬁn, Jon

From: I )¢ mail. com

Sent: Thursday, November 03, 2011 5:34 PM
Tor Boughtin, Jon

Subject: Re: Taiwan

Ok

Sent from my Verizon Wireless BlackBerry

¥rom: "Bougltin, Jon" | IE 2L bovse cov>
Date: Thu, 3 Nov 2011 18:33:23 -0400

"To: I )gail.com' NN Qg wail.con>; Katz, Bradies [ e bouse sov>

Subjeet: Taiwan

Damato’s guys report that anytime 8ill Owens is ready for Talwan, Talwan Is ready for Bill Owens, so the week batween
Christmas and New Year’s works as well.

Jon Boughtin
Senior Lepisiative Assistant
Office of Rep. Bill Owens

‘ 01-000517

12-8236_0122
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DECLARATION OF CHRISTOPHER D’AMATO
Christopher D’ Aato, under penalty of petjury, hereby states as foliows:
I 1am employed by Park Sb'ategiés, LLC 8s the Executive Vice President and Managing
Director. 1 also serve us the chief compliance officer to Park Strategies, LLC.
2, The facts sst forth in this declaration are based on my personal knowledge of the events
swrounding the December 27, 2041 through Janvary 1, 2012 #rip by Representative Bill Owens to

Taiwan,

3. When Park Strategies, LLC began di iong with Rep tative Owents concerning 2
trip to Talwan, it was our understanding that he would be travelling anaccompanted by his family.

4. ARer leartiing, on November 21, 2011, that Representative dwens was going to bring his
wife on the frip to Talwan, Park Strategies, LLC bad no further involvement in creating or setting the
itinerary prepared by the Chinese Culture University, .

5. Park Strategieé, LLC had no input on the itinerary forRepresentaﬁve Owens's trip that
was created by the Chinese Culture University,

6. Park Strategies, LLC does not now, nor has it ever represented the Chiness Culture
University.

7. Park Strategies, LLC was not aware that the Chinese C‘;Iture University was the private

sponsor of Representative Owens® Taiwan trip until it was contacted by Mr, Bltiott of ProPublica.

1 declare noder panaky of perjury under the laws of New York snd the United Stetés of Amerina that the

foregoing is true and corract.

Park_Ltr_008
12-8236_0124
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Boughtin, Jon

g Frdoy B oo ber 08, 2011 £:37 PM
Sent: gy, December 08, ¥

To: i@naﬂ.huusagw

Co: Katz, Bradley

Subject: Re: Talwan

Him. Alright, 'm supposed to'talk to sean king monday and we mightbe-able to find'a way-to'get invited; but damato’s -
guys obviously can't ask. We'll see if we can get treative but If not, 1 don't think there's any harm in us asking, elther. Our
hosts are golng to find out elther way.

From: Owens, William

Sent: Friday, December 09, 2011 05:27 PM
“Fo: Boughtin, Jon

Subject: Re: Taiwan

Damto asked me too

tave oPposition person ask for it

From: Boughtin, Jon

Sent: Friday, December 09, 2011 04:48 PM
Fo: Owens, William

Subject: Taiwan

Had a miscommurication with Brad and 1 thought you'd already signed off on this, Are you ok sitting down with the
opposition parly in Taiwan while you're there, and do you have an oplnicn on whether or not we share that Information
with our hosts? V've got calls into the state department’s Talwan desk but we haven’t made the ask yet. Lemme know
whern you cat.

Joh Boughtin
Senlur Legislative Assistant
Office of Rep. Bill Owens

1 01-000326

12-8236_0126
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Valerle Levin

From: Sean King

Sent: Tuesday, Deeember 20,2011 10:80 AM
Tos . Boughtin, Jon

Cet John Zagdma

Subject: + Hinerary

This material is distributed by Park Strategies, LLCon behélf of the Talpei Economic and Cultural Representative Office in
the United States. Additional information is available at the Department of Justice, Washington, D.C.-

Jon,

Assuring he won't be trapped In D.C, next week bauause of votes, can youl pleasa share with us a copy of Cangressman

Owens's Talwan itinerary? Wa'd like to explore possibilities of intreducing him to Taiwan Semiconductor Manufactuting

Corporation {TSMIC) Senlor Vice President and Genara) Counsed Dr. Richard Thurston while he's there. Please see Dr
Thurston's blo and 2001 hiring announcement below,

And by copy of this e-mall, 'm requesting that my colleague, John Zagame, send you the verv latest on TSMC and the

Marcy site.

As you know, Park Strategles, LLC, Senator [YAmato and 1 are registered with the LS, Department of lustice, under the
Forelgn Agents Reglstration Act, as agents on. behalf of our client, the Talpe! Economic and Cuitural Representative
Office {TECRD] In the United States.

Thanks, John.

Merry Christmas,
$ean King

Dr, Richard Thurston
Senfor Vice President and Genaral Counse!

httpe//warve.tsme,co mﬁ:&mpggtoom[PRU;ﬂngNgwsArchivésggng«ngaction:dgtail&newsld=1058&!amuage=§

Edutation:

1D, Rutgers School of Law, State University of New Jersey, USA Ph. D, History, Unlversity of Virginia, USA

Expetience:

Vice President and General Counsel, TSMC Partner, Haynes Boone, LLP Vice President Corporate Staff, Assistant General
Counsel, Texas nstroments Incorparated Dr, Richard Thurston is Senlor Vice Prasident and General Counsel of TSMC ‘and
1s responsible for legal and Intell { property g it Dr, Thurston Is famous for his giobal experlence in
commercial, technology and international law. N

Prior to joining TSMC, Ur. Thurston was 3 Partner at Kelt Capltat Partners. LP, and a member of Haynes and Boone. His
practice covered general corporate matters, technol d and acquisitions, joint ventures
and divestitures, venture capital investments, farelgn trade znd investment, and the globa) protection of inteliectual
property tights.

Before ir. Thurston jolnad Haynes and Buone, he served a5 the Reglonal Counsel, Asia Pacific and Vice Prasident,
Corporate Staff, and Assistant General Counsel for 12 yaars at Texas Instruments, where he was responsible for legal and
M&A activities throughout the Asia Paclfic region. )

Park Strategies 0021

12-8236_0128
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~ Dr.Thurstan maﬂuated Cum Laude with a BA. degree in History from Alma College, and an M.A. degree and 3 Ph.D.
degree In East Aslan Studies from University of Virginla, He recelved a 10, degree from Rutgers School of Law. Dr.
Thurston also studied R.O.C. Law at Soochow University

Park Strategles 0022

12-8236_0129
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CONFIDENTIAL

Subject to the Nondisclosure Provisions of H, Res. 895 of the 1 1% Congress as Amended

OFFICE OF CONGRESSIONAL ETHICS
UNITED STATES HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

REPORT
Review No. 13.9784

The Board of the Office of Congressional Ethics (the “Board”), by a vote of no less than four
members, on May 31, 2013, adopted the following report and ordered it to be transmitted to the
Committee on Ethics of the United States House of Representatives.

SUBJECT: Representative Peter Roskam

NATURE OF THE ALLEGED VIOLATION: In October 2011, Representative Peter Roskam
and his wife visited Talwan on an officially connected trip. According to the travel disclosure
forms filed by Representative Roskam, the sponsor of the trip was the Chinese Culture
University, an educational institution founded in 1962, located in Taipei, Taiwan, However, the
trip appears fo have been organized and conducted by the government of Taiwan, with little to no
involvement by the University.

If Representative Peter Roskam accepted payment of travel expenses for an officially connected
trip to Taiwan from an impermissible source, resulting in an impermissible gift, then he may
have violated federal law and House rules,

RECOMMENDATION: The OCE Board recommends that the Committee on Ethics further
review the allegation, as there is substantial reason to believe that Representative Roskam
accepted payment of travel expenses for an officially connected trip to Taiwan from an
impermissible source, resulting in an impermissible gift, in violation of federal law and House
rufes.

VOTES IN THE AFFIRMATIVE: 6
VOTES IN THE NEGATIVE: 0
ABSTENTIONS: 0

MEMBER OF THE BOARD OR STAFF DESIGNATED TO PRESENT THIS REPORT TO
THE COMMITTEE ON ETHICS: Omar S. Ashmawy, Staff Director & Chief Counsel.
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CONFIDENTIAL

Subject to the Nondisclosure Provisions of H. Res. 895 of the 1 10™ Congress as Amended

FINDINGS OF FACT AND CITATIONS TO LAW
Review No. 13-9784

TABLE OF CONTENTS
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II. REPRESENTATIVE ROSKAM MAY HAVE ACCEPTED PAYMENT OF TRAVEL
EXPENSES FOR AN OFFICIALLY CONNECTED TRIP TO TATWAN FROM AN
IMPERMISSIBLE SOURCE, RESULTING IN AN IMPERMISSIBLE GIFT, IN
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OFFICE OF CONGRESSIONAL ETHICS
UNITED STATES HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

FINDINGS OF FACT AND CITATIONS TO LAW
Review No. 13-9784

On May 31, 2013, the Board of the Office of Congressional Ethics (the “Board™) adopted the
following findings of fact and accompanying citations to laws, regulations, rules, and standards
of conduct {in italics).

The Board notes that these findings do not constitute a determination of whether or not a
violation actually occurred.

INTRODUCTION

1.

In October 2011, Representative Peter Roskam and his wife visited Taiwan on an
officially connected trip.

According to the travel disclosure forms filed by Representative Roskam, the sponsor of
the trip was the Chinese Culture University, an educational institution founded in 1962,
located in Taipei, Taiwan.

However, the trip appears to have been organized and conducted by the government of
Taiwan, with little to no involvement by the University.

A. Summary of Allegations

Representative Peter Roskam may have violated federal law and Housc rules by
accepting payment of travel expenses for an officially connected trip to Taiwao from an
impermissible source, resulting in an impermissible gift.

The Board recommends that the Committee on Ethics further review the allegation, as
there is substantial reason to believe that Representative Roskam accepted payment of
travel expenses for an officially connected trip to Taiwan from an impermissible source,
resulting in an impermissible-gift, in violation of federal law and House rules.

B. Jurisdictional Statement

The allcgations that were the subject of this review concern Representative Peter
Roskam, a Member of the United States House of Representatives from the 6th District
of Illinois. The Resolution the United States House of Representatives adopted creating
the Office of Congressional Ethics directs that, “[n]o review shall be undertaken., by the
board of any alleged violation that occurred before the date of adoption of this
resolution.” The House adopted this Resolution on March 11, 2008. Because the

Y H. Ros 895, 110th Cong, §1(2) (2008) (as amended).
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14,

is.

conduct under review occurred after March 11, 2008, review by the Board is in
accordance with the Resolution.

C. Proccdural History

The OCE received a written request for a prefiminary review in this matter signed by at
least two merbers of the Bourd on January 25, 2013, The preliminary review
commenced on January 26, 20132 ‘The preliminary revicw was scheduled 1o end on
February 24, 2013.

At least three members of the Board voted to initiate a second-phase review in this matter
on February 22, 2013. The second-phase review commenced on February 25, 2013.3
The second-phase review was scheduled to end on April 10, 2013.

The Board voted to extend the second-phase review by an additional period of fourteen
days on Mareh 22, 2013. The additional period ended on April 24, 2013.

Pursuant to Rule 9(B) of the OCE Rules for the Conduct of Tnvestigations, Representative
Roskam presented a statement o the Board on May 31, 2013,

The Board voted to refer the matter to the Committee on Ethics for further review and
adopted these findings on May 31, 2013.

The report and its findings in this matter were transmitted to the Committec.on Ethics on
June 13, 2013,

D. Summary of Investigative Activity

The OCE requested and received testimonial and, in some cases, documentary
information from the following sources:

(1) Representative Peter Roskam; and
(2} Representative Roskam’s Executive Assistant,

The Chinese Culture University declined to provide documentary or tostimonial
information in response to a Request for Information and was determined to be a non-
cooperating witness. The University provided a statoment in response to the Request for
Information, which is discussed below.

The OCE also requested documentary and testimonial evidence from the Taipei
Economic and Cultural Representative Office in the United States (“TECRO™), TECRO
declined to provide documents or to make officials available for interviews.

* A preliminary review is “requested” in writing by members of the Board of the OCE. The request for a
preliminary review is “received” by the OCE on a date certain. According to the Resolution, the timeframe for
conducting a preliminary review is thirty days from the date of receipt of the Board’s request,

3 According to the Resolution, the Board must vote on whether to conduct a second-phase review in a maiter before
the expiration of the thirty-day preliminary review. If the Board votes for a second-phase, the second-phase begins
when the preliminary review ends. The second-phase review does not begin on the date of the Board vote.

4
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REPRESENTATIVE ROSKAM MAY HAVE ACCEPTED PAYMENT OF TRAVEL
EXPENSES FOR AN OFFICIALLY CONNECTED TRIP TO TAIWAN FROM AN
IMPERMISSIBLE SOURCE, RESULTING IN AN IMPERMISSIBLE GIFT, IN
VIOLATION OF FEDERAL LAW AND HOUSE RULES

A. Laws, Regulations, Rules, and Standards of Conduct
16, United States Constitution, Article I, Section 9, Clause 8

“No title of nobility shall be granted by the United States: and no person holding any
effice of profit or trust under them, shall, without the consent of the Congress, accept of
any present, emolument, office, or title, of any kind whatever, from any king, prince, or
Soreign state.”

17. Mutual Educational and Cultural Exchange Act

“Congress consents to the acceptance by a Federal employee of grants and other forms
of assistance provided by a foreign government to facilitate the participation of such
Federal employee in a cultural exchange...but the Congress does not consent to the
acceptance by any Federal employee of any portion of any such grant or other form of
assistance which provides assistance with respect to any expenses incurred by or for any
member of the family or household of such Federal employee. o4

18. House Rules

House Rule 23, clause 1 states that “[a] Member . . . of the House shall conduct himself
at all times in & manner that shall reflect creditubly on the House.”

House Rule 23, clause 2 states that “[a] Member . . . of the House shali adhere to the
spirit and the letier of the Rules of the House and ta the rules of duly constituted
committees thereof.”

House Rule 23, clause 4 states that “{a] Member . . . of the House may not accept gifis
except as provided by clause 5 of rule XXV.”

19, House Ethics Manual

“[TIhe Constitution prohibits federal government officials from accepting any gift from a
Sforeign government without the consent of Congress, and Congress has consented to the
acceptance of cerlain gifts from foreign governments — including travel in limited
circumstances — in two enactments: the Foreign Gifts and Decorations Act (‘(FGDA’) and
the Mutual Educational and Cultural Exchange Act (‘MECEA’). A Member, officer, or

422U.8.C. § 2458a{a)(1). For purposes of this provision, “Federal employec” is defined to include Mernbers of
Congress. Seeid, § 2458a(a)(2).
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emplayee may accept travel expenses from a unit of foreign government only under one
of these two statutory grants of authority. ™

“Under MECEA . . . the traveling Member or employce may not accept travel expenses
Jor a spouse or family member.”’

“The rule requires that a private entity (or entities) that pays for officially-connected
travel will organize and conduct the trip, rather than merely pay for a trip that is in fact
organized and conducted by another entity.””

20. House Travel Guidelines and Regulations

“Iixpenses may only be accepted from an entity or entities that have a significant role in
organizing and conducting a trip, and that also have a clear and defined organizational
interest in the purpose of the trip ov location being visited. Expenses may not be
accepted from a source that has merely donated monetary or in-kind support to the trip
but dues not have a significant role in organizing or conducting the frip.”

21. Committee on Standards of Official Conduct Report on the Investigation into Officially
Connected Travel of House Membets to Attend the Cartb News Foundation Multi-
National Business Conference in 2007 and 2008

“To be permissible, u private source must both organize and conduct the trip, rather than
merely pay for a trip that is in fact organized and conducted by someene else.”

B. Representative Roskam Could Not Have Accepted Payment of Travel Expenses
for His Trip to Taiwan from Either the Government of Taiwan or the Chinesc
Culture Universi

22, From QOctober 15 to 22, 2011, Representative Peter Roskam and his wife visited Taiwan
on an officially connected trip.!®

23. According to the travel disclosure forms that Representative Roskam filed with the
Committee on Ethics, the sponsor of the trip was the Chinese Culture University,'' an
educational institution founded in 1962, located in Taipei, Taiwan. ™

* Fouse Ethics Manual (2008) at 108 {citations omiticd; emphasis in original).

8 /d. at 110 (citation omitted; emphasis in original).

It at98.

# Momorandum to All Members, Officers, and Employees from the Committee on Standards of Official Conduct,
“Fravel Guidelines and Regulations,” at 3 (Feb, 20, 2007).

# Comm. on Standards of Official Conduct, I the Matter of the Investigation into Officially Connected Travel nf
House Members to Attend the Carib News Foundation Multi-National Busi Conference in 2007 and 2008, H.
Rep. 111-422, 1111k Cong., 2 Sess., at 157 (2010) {citations omiticd) (“Carib News Repott™.

1 See Rep. Peter Roskam’s Post-Travel Disclosure Forms, filed Nov. 2, 2011 (“Travel Disclosure Forms™) (Exhibit
1 at 13-9784_0002-0020); Memorandum of Interview of Rep. Peter Roskam, April 18, 2013 (“Rep. Roskam MOI”)
(Bxhibit 2 at 13-9784_0022-0025).

" Travel Disclosure Forms (Fixhibit 1 at 13-9784_0002).

2 Chinese Culture Unjversity Educational Tdeals and Characteristics, http:/fwww.peou.edutw/intl/index-¢.him.

6
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24.

25.

26.

27.

While the Chinese Culture University was identified as the sole sponsor of
Representative Roskam’s trip to Taiwan, information obtained by the OCE during the
course of its review indicates that the trip was actually organized and conducted by the
government of Taiwan,

1. The government of Taiwan was not a permissible sponsor of Representative
Roskam’s trip to Taiwan, as the Mutual Educational and Cultural Exchange Act

{(“MECEA’) did not apply to his trip

Representative Roskam had been invited to travel to Taiwan by TECRO officials
numerous fimes since he was elected to the House of Representatives.”

TECRO is the government of Taiwan’s 4principal representative in the United States,
serving as Taiwan’s de facto embassy.!

The invitation for the trip that is the subject of this referral came from TECRO in May
2011, when TECRO official Gordon Yang sent an email to Representative Roskam’s
Executive Assistant, inviting Representative Roskam and other Members of Congress “to
join the congressional delegation to visit Taiwan,” as authorized by MECEA, in June or
July 2011.8

v eemeev= FOPWANGSE VESBARE <o womans
Erouy “Gordon C. H. Yang® <JENSLecro.uss
o X

senby Fri, 13 Moy 2011 16138322 -5408
subject: Cobel to Talwsn In June or July

Dagee Fréonts,
Hou re you? X hope this esafl Finds you all weld,

¥ would 1ike to invite your Congl‘es'sasah o» Congresswoman ©0 Join the comgressional delegation
ta visit Taiwan during the pericd etther from June 35 to July 2 or the penlod from July 18 to
33, The specific dates of travel are subject o change o accomdate the individual Momlser's
schedula.

The tedp 1s authopized under the State Departpent’s Mutusl Educational and Cultupal Exthanges
ACL{RBCERY and sponsored by the Governwest of Teiwan, It alse follows the wost vpdated sthic
rules of both the Sanabe and the Mapse.

The delegation will be composed of 3032 House Meobers amd thelr staff, Bach Member can bring
me yoafar aleng, The itingray will be arreoged to address the Newhers®

Interests, providitg them Witk the opportunity to indersiend wers about Talwon while
ephancing the bilateral reletions belween their respective constituencies and Talwan,

Plagse lut me know 1f your buss wan attend the Cobel at yoer early ronvenience, hopefully by
Tyesday, May 31. Flease also feel Frep to ontact we {dnformation as

below) 4F you bave any question sbout the trip. 1 Jook forwerd fe hearkag fron you soon.
Thank youl

with best regards,

syrdas

13 Rep. Roskam MOI (Exhibit 2 at 13-9784_0022); Memorandum of Intervicw of BExccutive Assistant, Office of
ﬁep. Peter Roskam, April 12, 2013 (“Executive Assistant MOI™) (Exhibit 3 at 13-9784_0028).

About
' Bxecutive Assistant MOI (Exhibit 3 at 13-9784_0028); email from Gordon Yang to Rep. Roskam’s Exccutive
Assistant, ef af,, May 13, 2011 (Exhibit 4 at 13-9784_0033).

TECRO, http://www taiwanembassy.org/us.

7



183

CONFIDENTIAL

Subject to the Nondisclosure Provisions of H. Res, 895 of the 110" Congress as Amended

28. Representative Roskam could not recall when he first learned sbout this invitation to
travel to Taiwan, or any specific conversation about the invitation."® He said that he
likely was told that he had received an invitation to travel to Taiwan and given &
proposed itinerary.”

29, Represcmauve Roskam did not recall any discussion about the sponsor of the proposed
trip.!® He told the OCE that he “has come to understand that there were two proposed
sponsors™ for his trip to T mwan, whom he identified as the government of Taiwan and
the Chinese Culture University.”” He dld pot recall any specific conversations about the
distinction between the two sponsors.” He did not recall any discussion about whether
the proposed trip would be planned under MECEA or privately sponsored.®

30. Representative Roskam said that he did not havc a sense of who was paying for the trip,
and did not recall if that issue was dlscussed Rather, he said that his office rolied on
Ethics Committec approval of the trip.”

31. Representative Roskam ultimately decided to travel to Taiwan with his wife, but he could
not recall when this decision was made.”

32. As indicated in the invitation email from Mr. Yang, the Taiwan trip qu initially to be
organized and paid for by the government of Taiwan under MECEA.Z

33. Representative Roskam’s Bxecutive Assistant said that, at some point after receiving the
invitation from TECRO, Representatxvc Roskam told him that he wanted to take his wife
with him on the trip to Talwan This prompted the Executive Assistant to have a
conversation with Mr. Yang.™ He could not recall when this conversation took place.?®

34. According to the Execufive Assistant, as a result of this conversation with Mr. Yang, it
was determined that Representative Roskam’s trip would not be conducted under
MECEA, but would be privately sponsored instead *

35. The Executive Assistant believes he would have discussed with Mr. Yang the need fora
private sponsor for the trip, but he did not recall if he knew who the private sponsor was
at the time of this conversation,”

¥ Rep, Roskam MOI (Exhibit 2 at 13-0784_0022-0023),
‘71d at 13-9784_0023.
" 1d,
15 i
¥ 1.
fl H,
2 1 at 13-9784_0024,
B
M [d. at 13-9784_0023.
% Pinail from Gordon Yang to Rep. Roskam’s Executive Assistant, ef al,, May 13, 2011 (Exhibit 4 at 13-
9784 0033),
j Executive Assistant MO (Exhibit 3 af 13-9784_0028).
¥
?H.
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36. Because Representative Roskant’s wife traveled with him to Taiwan, the trip could not
have been conducted under MECEA. Representative Roskam therefore could not have
accepted payment of travel expenses from the government of Taiwan.!

2. Because Representative Roskam's trip to Tatwan was organized and conducted by
the government of Taiwan, not the Chinese Culture University, the University was
not a permissible sponsor of the trip

37. Representative Roskam, through his Executive Assistant, formally accepted TECRO’s
invitation to travel to Taiwan on June 7, 2011.%2 At the time, the trip was scheduled for
July 20113

38, According to Representative Roskam, the purpose of the trip was to learn more about the
relationship between the United States and Taiwan,

39, Representative Roskam said that his congressional staff, primarily his Executive
Assistant, was involved in planning the trip.** He did not recall any specific discussions
about the trip, but did recall some general discussion of the proposcd itinerary, mostly
about the timing of the trip and his interest in secing his daughter while in Taiwan.*®

40. Representative Roskam told the OCE that he assumed that his staff was wortking with the
House Ethics Committee and “those submitting the invitation” while planning the trip.”’
When asked who he meant by “those submitting the invitation,” Representative Rogkam
said that was the Chinese Culture University and the government of Taiwan,>

41. Representative Roskam said that he had a “high level of confidencc” that his staff was
regularly checking with the House Ethics Committee while planning the trip.®

42. On June 7, 2011, Mr. Yang sent a tentative itinerary to Representative Roskam’s
Fxecutive Assistant.®® Mr. Yang advised the Executive Assistant that he “will work with

* 1. at 13-9784_0028-0029.

' Representative Roskam could have accepted travel expenses from the government of Taiwan only undor ene of
two grants of authority: the Foreign Gifts and Decorations Act (“PGIDA™) or the Mutual Educational and Cultura]
Exchange Act (“MECEA™). See House Ethics Manual at 108, Under the FGDA, travel paid for by a foreign
government must take place totally outside the United States; because Representative Roskam’s trip to Taiwan
originated in the United States, the FGDA would not apply. . at 109.

* Bmail from Rep. Roskam’s Executive Assistant to Gordon Yang, June 7, 2011 (Exhibit 5 at 13-9784_0036);
Executive Assistant MOT (Exhibit 3 at 13-9784_0029).

# See Tentative Program for the Visit of U.S, Congressional Members Delegation to the Republic of China
(Taiwan), fuly 17-23,2011 (Exhibit 5 at 13-9784_0038).

* Rep, Roskam MOI (Bxhibit 2 at 13-9784_0023).

* 1, at 13-9784_0022,

3 14, at 13-9784 0023,

% 1. at 13-9784_0024.

85

¥ Id at 13-9784 0023,

* Bmail from Gordon Yang to Rep, Roskam’s Executive Assistant, Fune 7, 2011 (Exhibit 5 at 13-9784_0036-0041).

9
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Taipei and get all the paperwork for you asap.... Please let me know if Mr. and Mrs.
Roskat want to add or take out any event.,..”"! ,

43, The Executive Assistant did not know to whom Mr. Yan% was refecring when speaking
of “Taipei,” nor did he recall focusing on that reference.”

44, Representative Roskarn’s Executive Assistant first learned that the Chinese Culture
University would be the private sponsor of Representative Roskam’s trip to Talwan when
he read that in the tentative itinerary sent to him by Mr. Yang.®

Tuesday, July 19, 2011

0930 Drlefing by the Americon Institute in Tatwan/Taipel Office
{(AYT/T) {de fucto US Bmbassy In Taiwan)

J100  Call on Dr, Shin-yuan LAJ, Chairworan, Malolond Affhirs
Councit (MAC), Bxecutive Yaan (the Cabinet)

12:30  Lunoh with faculties und students of the Chinese Culture
Universily (CCU) (Flest of the teip)  ~

1400 Visit Campus of CCIT

45, The Exceutive Assistant said that he did not know who prepared the tentative itinerary,

46, At the time he received the tentative itinerary, the Executive Assistant was not familiar
with the Chinese Culture University.*® He did not have any conversations with Mr, Yang
about who the Chinese Culture University was.

47, While the Chinese Culture University was identified as the private sponsor of
Representative Roskam’s trip, the travel arrangements and itinerary continued to be
organized and planncd by Taiwanese government officials.

48. On June 135, 2011, Mr. Yang emailed the Executive Assistant that he had “all the
documnets [sic] for you to file to the ethics committee.™” He later emailed that he “will
bring the invitation and private sponsor certification form signed by the Chinese Culture
University” to the Executive Assistaot’s office *®

49, The Executive Assistant told the OCE that, while he understood at this time that the
Chinese Culture University was the private sponsor of Representative Roskam’s trip,

4 14 2t 13-9784_0036.

“* fixeeutive Assistant MOT (Bxhibit 3 at 13-9784_0029).

“* Exceutive Assistant MOI (Exhibit 3 at 13-9784_0028); Tentative Program for the Visit of U.S. Congressional

Members Delegation to the Republic of China (Taiwan), July 17-23, 2011 (Exhibit 5 at 13-9784_0038).

“ Bxecutive Assistant MOI (Bxhibit 2 at 13-9784_0029).

* I, 2t 13-9784_0028.

%

:: Email from Gordon Yang to Rep. Roskam’s Bxecutive Assistant, Junc 15, 2011 (Exhibit 6 at 13-9784_0043).
i

10
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neither he nor anyone in his office had had any contact with the University,” He did not
discuss the private sponsor certification form with anyone from the University.*®

50. On July 11, 2011, Representative Roskam, his wife, and the Executive Assistant had a
“pre-trip funch” with the TECRO Representative in the United States, during which they
discussed the Roskams’ coming trip to Tatwan.!

51. Around this same titme, changes in the congressional schedule necessitated a change in
travel dates for Representative Roskam.” On July 20, 2011, the Executive Assistant
emailed Mr. Yang with new travel dates of September 24 to 30, 2011.%

52. The Executive Assistant told the OCE that he did not discuss scheduling with anyone
from the Chinese Culture University. ™

53. TECRO officials were responsible for making the logistical arrangements for
Representative Roskam’s trip. For example, on June 6, 2011, the Executive Assistant
had asked Mr. Yang if the proposed date of departure could be moved by one day.>® Mr,
Yang rosponded that be would “change flights booking at once.”

54, On July 28, 2011, Mr. Yang emailed the Executive Assistant to inform him that he had
“book{ed] the flight from San Francisco to Taipet in early morning (around 1 am) on
September 24th. That means that Mr. and Mrs. Roskam need to flight [sic] out from DC
or Chicago to San Francisco in the evening of the 23rd. Do you think if it would work
for their schedule? Let me know.”

55. Mr. Yang was also included in emails from China Airlines to the Executive Assistant
regarding the flight arrangements for Representative Roskam and his wife %

- 56, The Executive Assistant told the OCE that the only person he spoke with regarding the
logistics for Representative Roskam’s trip was Mr. Yang >

‘;Z Bxecutive Assistant MOI (Exhibit 3 at 13-9784_0029).

Id,
5! Email from Gordon Yang to Rep. Roskam’s Executive Assistant, June 9, 2011 (Fxhibit 6 at 13-9784_0043); email
from Gordon Yang to Rep. Roskam’s Executive Assistant, July 11, 2011 (Exhibit 7 at 13-97864_0052). Rep,
Roskam’s Executive Assistant also recatled a pre-trip briofing held at the TECRO offices in Washington, DC, with
the TECRO ambassador and other TECRO officials, attended by the Executive Assistant, Rep. Roskam, his wife,
and his daughter, who was interning at TECRO at the time. See Executive Assistant MOI (Exhibit 3 at 13-
9784_0029). Rep. Roskam did not recall a pre-trip briefing at TECRO. See Rep. Roskam MOI (Exhibit 2 at 13-
9784 _0024). It is unclear whether such a pre-trip briefing occurred.
2 Bruail from Rep, Roskam’s Executive Assistan! to Gordon Yang, July 8, 2011 (Exhibit § at 13-9784_0054).
* Email from Rep. Roskam’s Executive Assistant to Gordon Yang, July 20, 2011 (Exhibit 7 at 13-9784_0052).
* Executive Assistant MOT (Exhibit 3 at 13-9784_0029).
% Bmail from Rep. Roskam’s Executive Assistant to Gordon Yang, Tune 6, 2011 (Exhibit 9 at 13-9784_0057).
% Email from Gordon Yang to Rep. Roskam’s Iixecutive Assistant, June 6, 2011 {Exhibit 9 at 13_9784_0057).
f’ Email from Gordon Yang to Rep. Roskam’s Executive Assistant, July 28, 2011 (Exhibit 10 at 13-9784_0060).
%8 See email from Ken Chong to Rep. Roskam's Exceutive Assistant, copied to Gortdon Yang, Sept. 27, 2011
(Bxhibit 11 at 13-9784_0063}; email from Ken Chong to Rep. Roskam’s Bxecutive Assistant and Gordon Yang,
Oct. 11, 2011 (Pxhibit 12 at 13-9784 0066); see also email from Gordon Yang to Rep, Roskam’s Executive
Assistant, Oct. 12, 2011 (Bxhibit 13 at 13-9784_0069) {“I've also seen that Ken [Chong of China Airlines] has
already sent the E-tickets to you.") .

1
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57. On August 3, 2011, Mr. Yang emailed an updated tentative itinerary, with travel
scheduled for Septeraber 23 to 30, 2011, to the Bxecutive Assistant, asking him to “[IJet
me know if there’s any question on your end.”®

58. On August 4, 2011, the Executive Assistant emailed Mr. Yang to request another change
in travel dates to avoid the potenual for conflicts with congressional business.® Mr.
Yang responded the next day, telling the Executive Assistant, “For now, I will contact
travel agent to book flights for the new dates and gwe Taipei a heads-up that the
Congressman might change the dates of his visit.™ 52

59, When the Executive Assistant emailed Mr. Yang on August 22, 2011, to confirm the new
dates for the trip, Mr. Yang responded, “I’'m now in Taiwan and have told our guys here
about the change of dates. They understand Mr. Roskam’s concern and would change
everything based on the new dates October 15-21. I will get back to you with the new
ethics form from the sponsor sometime next week,”

" 60. The Executive Assistant told the OCE that he did not know to whom Mr. Yang was
referring when be spoke of “our guys,”%

61, On August 26, 2011, Mr. Yang emailed another updated tentative mnerary, with new
travel dates of October 15 to 22, 2011, to the Executive Assistant.%

62. On September 2, 2011, Mr. Yang emailed the Executive Assistant to let him know that he
“got the new cthics form from the Chinese Culture University. | plan to stop by vour
office on Tuesday to deliver it to you....”* The invitation letter from the Chinese Culture
Umversny to Represenianve Roskam mcluded in Representative Roskam’s travel filings
is dated September 2, 2011.5

63. The Executive Assistant said that, on or around September 15, 2011, Representative
Roskam asked him to get in contact with the people organizing the Taiwan frip to arrange
time for him to visit his daughter while he was in Taiwan.

64. On September 15, 2011, Representative Roskam’s Executive Assistant emailed Mr. Yang
to request that TECRO arrange for Representative Roskam to watch his danghter teach

® Erecutive Assistant MOT (Exhibit 3 at 13-9784_0029).

 Fymail from Gordon Yang to Rep. Roskam’s Exceutive Assistant, Aug. 3, 2011 (Exhibit 14 at 13-9784_0072).
& Brmail from Rep. Roskam’s Executive Assistant to Gordon Yang, Aug. 4, 2011 (Exhibit 15 at 13-9784_0079-
0080).

2 Email from Gordon Yang to Rep. Roskam’s Executive Assistant, Aug, 5, 2011 (Exhibit 15 at 13-9784_0079).
% Email from Gordon Yang to Rep, Roskam’s Exccutive Assistant, Aug, 22, 2011 (Exhibit 15 at 13-9784_0078).
 Fxecutive Assistant MOI (Exhibit 3 at 13-9784_0029).

 Email from Gordon Yang to Rep, Roskam'’s Executive Assistant, Aug. 26, 2011 (Exhibit 15 at 13-9784_0078).
% Pmail from Gordon Yang to Rep. Roskam'’s Executive Assistant, Sept. 2, 2011 (Exhibit 16 at 13-9784_0086).
8 Letter from Wannyih Wu, President, Chinese Culture University, to Rep. Peter Roskam, Sept. 2, 2011 (Exhibit 1
at 13-9784_0011).

# Bxecutive Assistant MO (Exhibit 3 at 13-9784_0030).

12
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class and have dinner with his daughter’s host family in Taiwan % Mr. Yang responded
that TRCRO could make arrangements for both requests.”

65. On September 27, 2011, the Executive Assistant emailed Mr, Yang concerning “[a]
couple more things for the trip,” including a request from Representative Roskam that his
daughter join him for some of his meetings in Taipei.”’ When Mr. Yang suggested that
“[t]he host may be ablc to cover her cost as well,””* the Executive Assistant told him that
he had “talked to someone in the ethics office this morning and confirmed
[Representative Roskam] has to pay the costs associated with her being there. The
Congressman is fine with that so no need to inquire on that.™"

66. On October 7, 2011, Mr. Yang cmailed the Executive Assistant an updated itinerary and
accompanying travel memo.” The Executive Assistant did not know who prepared
either the itinerary or the memo.”

67. The October 7, 2011 version of the itinerary identified the Chinese Culture University as
the host of the trip.m The accompanying travel memo also identified the Chinese Culture
University as the host of the trip.”

ooy
The visit of the
1.8, Represuimative Potor Roskans [RJL} and Mrs, Roskam
o the Republic of China { Talwan §
{October 48 ~ 22 2049

Welvorne aboanif

Thia Chinese Crdtione Linjversizy of the Raptblic of Chtoe {Taivnn) hewia yonse
trip, wideh Ty been sppvoved by the 1S, Houss of Represtaianes Cotmmita
on e Stdids of Officil Conduak,

68, However, according to the itinerary, the role of the Universigy had been shortened to a
single meeting to “[c]all on’ the president of the University.”

16:00  Call on Dr, Wan-Yi WU, President, Chiness Culture
University (CCU) (Host of the trip)

¥ Email from Rep. Roskam’s Executive Assistant to Gordon Yang, Sept, 15, 2011 (Exhibit 17 at 13-9784_0091-
0092).
8 Bmail from Gordon Yang to Rep. Roskem’s Executive Assistant, Sept. 15, 2011 (Exhibit 17 at 13-9784_0091),
" Email from Rop. Roskara’s Execulive Assistant to Gordon Yang, Sept. 27, 2011 (Exhibit 18 at 13-9784_0095-
0096).
7 Email from Gordon Yang to Rep. Roskan’s Exccutive Assistant, Sept. 27, 2011 (Exhibit 18 at 13-9784_0094-
0095).
” Emadl from Rep. Roskam’s Executive Assistant to Gordon Yang, Sept. 27, 2011 (Exhibit 18 at 13-9784_0094).
™ Email from Gordon Yang to Rep. Roskam’s Executive Assistant, Oct, 7, 2011 (Exhibit 19 at 13-9784_0101-
0108).
™ Executive Assistant MOI (Exhibit 3 at 13-9784_0030).
7 Tentative Program for the Visit of U.S. Representative Petor Roskam and Mrs. Roskam to the Republic of China
(Taiwan) Octobor 15-22, 2011 (Exhibit 19 at 13-9784_0102-0103),

7 Memo: The Visit of the U.S. Representative Peter Roskam (R-IL) and Mrs. Roskam to the Republic of Clina
(Tatwan) {October 15-22, 2011) (Exhibit 19 at 13-9784_0106).
7 Tentative Program for the Visit of U.5. Representative Peter Roskam and Mrs, Roskam to the Republic of China
(Taiwan) October 15-22, 2011 (Bxhibit 19 at 13-9784_0102-0103).

13



189

CONFIDENTIAL

Subject to the Nondisclosure Provisions of H. Res, 895 of the 1 10™ Congress as Amended

69, The Taiwan government bad a significant role during Representative Roskam’s trip. Just
prior to the trip, Mr. Yang emailed the Executive Assistant to let him know that Frank
Lee, Director of TECRQ’s Congressional Liaison Division, would meet Representative
Roskam and his wife in Taiwan and escort them in the last fow days of their trip.””

70. Mr. Yang also informed the Exccutive Assistant that his “colleague in Taipei’s home
office...will meet the Roskams on Sunday evening at {he arrival gate in Taiwan airport,
and he will escort them for the first two days’ program in Taipei while Frank [Lee] will
also join them for some official meetings ™

71. Representative Roskam recalled that Mr, Lee escorted him for some part of his trip.*' He
said that there were “many people” who escorted him during the trip, but he did not recall

whether any of them were from the Chinese Culture University. ™

—

72. While in Taiwan, Representative Roskam had a number of meetings with members of the
Taiwan government scheduled, including the President of Taiwan, the Minister of
Foreign Affairs, the Minister of Economic Affairs, and the Speaker of the Taiwan
Parliament.®® He did not know who set up his meetings in Taiwan.%

73, Representative Roskam recalled no interaction with the Chinese Culture University priot
to his trip, other than receiving an invitation letter from the University president from a
TECRO official**

74, Representative Roskam’s interaction with the Chinese Culture University during his trip
was limited to one three-hour visit during which he met with the president of the
University, toured the University campus, and toured an art museum on the campus.%

75. Representative Roskam recalled no other contacts with the University during the trip.¥

76, When Representative Roskam returned from the trip, he had no further contact with the
Chinese Culture University.®

77. After the trip, on October 25, 2011, the Executive Assistant emailed Mr. Yang, “[W]hen
do you think you all will have the final ethics forms done?”® Mr. Yang resgonded, “I
will get you the detailed information to fill out the post- travel ethics form."?

;ZEmaii from Gotdon Yang to Rep. Roskam’s Executive Assistant, Oct. 12, 2011 (Exhibit 13 at 13-9784_0069).
.

z; Rep. Roskam MOT (Exhibit 2 at 13-9784_0025).

> Hd.

® Program for the Visit of U.S, Representative Peter Roskam aod Mrs, Roskam to the Republic of China (Taiwan),

October 15-22, 2011 (Bxhibit [ at 13-9784_0004-0005).

& Rep. Roskam MOI (Exhibit 2 at 13-9784_0023),

5 Jd. at 13-9784_0024.

5 1d. at 13-9784_0025.

" 1d

e

¥ FEmail from Rep. Roskam’s Executive Assistant to Gordon Yang, Oct. 25, 2011 {Exhibit 20 at 13-9784_0110-

0111).
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78. On November 2, 2011, Representatzvc Roskam’s post-travel disclosure forms were filed
with the Legislative Resource Center His EBxecutive Assistant prepared the forms, and
Representative Roskam signed them,? According to the disclosure forms, the sponsor of
the trip paid $25,652.80 in travel expenscs for Representative Roskam and his wife.™

79. As noted above, TECRO declined to provide documentary or testimonial evidence in
response to the OCE’s Request for Information,

80. As noted above, the Chinese Culture University declined to provide docurnentary or
testimonial evidence in response to the OCE’s Request for Information.

81. While the Chinese Culture University declined to cooperate with the OCE’s review, it did
provide the OCE with a letter in response 1o the OCE’s Request for Information, in which
it stated: “[W]e do regularly sponsor important leaders from the United States to visit

Taiwan such as Representative Roskam’s trip in 2011, whlch we believe is in accordanc