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a terminal illness. My bill also provides much
needed tax relief for those who are providing
care to a loved one with a terminal disease.

As a physician who has specialized in wom-
en’s health issues for decades, | know how
critical it is that cancer patients and others suf-
fering from terminal illnesses have the re-
sources they need to combat these illnesses.
The Cancer and Terminal lliness Patient
Health Care Act provides a realistic way to
help people suffering from cancer or other ter-
minal illnesses receive quality health care.

It is hard to think of a more compassionate
tax policy this Congress could enact than to
stop taking the resources away from working
Americans that could help them treat cancer,
AIDS, or other terrible health problems. | hope
all my colleagues will help people suffering
from terminal illnesses, and their caregivers,
by cosponsoring the Cancer and Terminal llI-
ness Patent Health Care Act.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF PATSY
SANDERS

HON. DAVID DAVIS

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 13, 2007

Mr. DAVID DAVIS of Tennessee. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to honor the memory
and life of Patsy Marie Fitzgerald Sanders, a
resident of the First Congressional District of
Tennessee, who passed away December 12,
2007.

Patsy Sanders was a foundation to her fam-
ily and our thoughts and prayers are with her
husband of 52 years, Joe, and their daughters
Jolene, Arlene, Darlene, and son Jacky.

As a lifetime member of Hales Chapel
Christian Church, Patsy showed the love for
her family and community that would shine to
all who met her.

She was also a member of the Washington
County Commission. As a Commissioner, she
had a reputation of fairness and concern for
the advancement of her county.

Madam Speaker, | ask that the House join
me this evening in offering our sympathies to
the family and friends of Patsy Marie Fitz-
gerald Sanders. She was a dedicated mother
and an irreplaceable servant of her commu-
nity.

Her service is greatly appreciated, and she
will be deeply missed throughout Northeast
Tennessee.

——————

A TRIBUTE TO THE LIFE OF ALICE
KATHERINE MATTOS SANDERS

HON. JIM COSTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 13, 2007

Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, | rise along
with my colleague from California, Congress-
man DENNIS CARDOZA to pay tribute to the life
of Alice Katherine Mattos Sanders of Merced,
CA, who recently passed away at 110 years of
age. Mrs. Sanders was an outstanding lady
filled with energy, love and high spirits. She

EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS, Vol. 153, Pt. 25

leaves behind a loving family including a
daughter-in-law, six grandchildren, fourteen
great-grandchildren and twelve great-great-
grandchildren.

A strong matriarch born in 1897, Alice immi-
grated to America from San Jorge Island in
the Azores in 1903 with her mother and broth-
ers to join her father. Samuel Mattos, Alice’s
father, was already in America working and
saving money for the family’s travels. The
Mattos family first settled in the San Francisco
Bay Area, where Alice and her family experi-
enced the legendary 1906 San Francisco
earthquake. Soon after, the Mattos family de-
cided to make their home in California’s Cen-
tral Valley in the lovely communities of Dos
Palos and then Gustine in Merced County. It
was in Gustine where Mrs. Sanders attended
high school and met her future husband Clar-
ence Leonard Sanders. They married in 1913
and moved to the State of Oregon soon after
following a job offer made to her husband.

After a few years living in Oregon, the cou-
ple and their two children, Isabel and Marvin,
returned to the Central Valley and settled in
Atwater, California in 1922. The family be-
came entrepreneurs in 1947 when they bought
a farm and began operating a dairy and al-
mond orchard. Alice worked as a seamstress
for many years for a local company called
Passadori’'s and it was during these times she
befriended many people in the community who
still remember her today.

A woman described as kindhearted and
courageous, Alice took pride in raising her
children well and doing what she could to
make sure her family’s needs were met. In
1963, Alice and her husband Clarence cele-
brated their 50th wedding anniversary. A year
later, Alice would become a widow and still
continue on as a strong, independent woman
with many years to live ahead of her. As one
of the world’s oldest Portuguese women, Alice
will be remembered for her formidable spirit
and splendid character.

Alice Sanders was part of a generation that
endured incredible hardships to get to America
and build a life for themselves and their fami-
lies. Mrs. Sanders will be remembered for her
commitment to her family and community and
the lives she so graciously touched. She saw
three centuries and a world full of change; she
is a true inspiration to us all. | am honored
and humbled to join her family in celebrating
the life of an amazing woman.

———

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. NEIL ABERCROMBIE

OF HAWAIIL
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 13, 2007

Mr. ABERCROMBIE. Madam Speaker, | re-
gret that | was unable to record my vote on
rollcall No. 1155. Had | been present, | would
have voted “yea.”

December 13, 2007

TRIBUTE TO JOHN FISHELL FOR 35
YEARS OF DEDICATED SERVICE
TO THE UNITED STATES NAVY

HON. KEN CALVERT

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 13, 2007

Mr. CALVERT. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor and pay tribute to an individual
whose dedication and contributions to his
community, the United States Navy and our
country has been exceptional. The Naval Sur-
face Warfare Center located in Corona, Cali-
fornia has been fortunate to have dynamic and
dedicated leaders and John Fishell is one of
these individuals. | am sorry that | will not be
able to attend his retirement ceremony which
will be held on Tuesday, December 18, 2007.

John began his career at Corona in 1972 as
a Missile Flight Analyst, soon after graduating
with a Bachelor of Science degree in Electrical
Engineering from the University of Texas, El
Paso. His early career involved traveling the
globe analyzing missile tests for the Navy.
John was the on-board missile analyst for the
first 22 missile tests on the USS Norton Sound
(AVM-1), the development test ship for to-
day’s state-of-the-art Aegis combat system.
Thirty-five years later, this missile system is
America’s mainstay defense system on the
Fleet of Aegis Destroyers and Cruisers. In ad-
dition to being a missile flight analyst, various
groups that John led early in his career devel-
oped several of the foundational databases
and analysis software the Navy uses to as-
sess its combat and weapon systems today.

As Associate Head of the Measurement
Science Directorate in 1993, John was ap-
pointed to coordinate all 1995 Base Re-align-
ment and Closure (BRAC) efforts at Corona.
From 1993-1995, he led the team that made
the case for Corona’s military value to the
Navy. John and his team were successful in
articulating Corona’s military value and why its
function needed to remain in Norco in order to
maintain its value to the Navy. The Navy rec-
ognized John’s leadership during the BRAC
process and awarded him the Navy Award of
Merit for Group Achievement.

Following several leadership roles at Co-
rona, John was promoted to Head of the
Measurement Science Directorate in August
1995. As director of the Navy’s top metrology
calibration directorate, he worked to signifi-
cantly increase the metrology research and
development program funding. He served as
MS director until his promotion to Corona’s top
technical director position in January 2002.

During John’s tenure as technical director,
he has overseen significant facilities improve-
ments at Corona. In 2002, the Measurement
Science and Technology Laboratory (MSTL)—
a 39,000 sq. ft. environmental laboratory—was
completed. The MSTL is a top facility that sup-
ports Navy and Marine Corps weapons and
interface gages, force and dimensional calibra-
tion standards, and electro-optics research
and development. In 2008, Corona will com-
plete the $11.5 million extension of the Joint
Warfare Assessment Laboratory, one of the
Navy’s premiere analysis labs. This 39,000
square-foot expansion significantly increases
the secure analysis workspace to 87,000
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